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$8,000,000 Earmarked for Television 
Development; H. Hughes $2,000,000 





Washington, Nov. 19. 

A promised capital investment of 
$8,000,000 in television was an- 
nounced last Saturday (16) by the 
Federal Communications Commission. 
This is the sum _ represented as 
pledged by corporations having ap- 
plications with the FCC for television 
licenses. It apparently includes 
money earmarked either for equip- 
ment to establish service or, in the 
case of NBC, CBS, Philco, Don Lee, 
etc., which already have installations, 
money under budgets to continue 
technical and showmanship experi- 
ments. 


Two of the new grants are to the | 


Hughes Productions Division of the 
Hughes Tool Co., which has set aside 
$2,000,000 for stations at Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. The establish- 
ment of Howard R. Hughes ‘proposes 
to experiment in program production 
development in cwooperation with 
Hughes Productions of Hollywood,’ 
according to the Commish. 

The new Hughes ventures will con- 
duct a study of studio lighting ef- 
fects; seek improvement of television 


transmitters, cameras, and synchron- 


izing generators; test transmission of 
various numbers of lines between 421 
and 525; compare different types of 


synchronizing signals and try FM for | 
the sound accompanying the pic-| 


tures, it was explained. In both Cali- 
(Continued on page 55) 


Kay Kyser to Stall ’Til 
Jan. 1 in Order Not to Go 





Overboard on Income Tax 





Kay Kyser finishes his current 
stand at the Empire Room of the 
Waldorf hotel, New York, Nov. 27, 
and will do nothing outside of a few 
One-nighters and his Lucky Strike 
broadcasts until the first of the year. 
Leader doesn’t want to work, be- 


Cause his income so far this year has | 


put him in high income tax brackets, 
and further bankroll pyramiding 
would be only for benefit of 
Government. 
Kyser draws down $3,000 per one- 
hight. stand currently and at least 
$10,000 a week in theatres, often 
more than that, in view of the per- 
a deals he usually gets in thea- 
res, He's currently at the Roxy 
theatre. New York, with his RKO 
film, ‘You'll Find Out.’ 


‘Joe Palooka’ Would 
Push Army Enlisting 


‘Joe Palooka’ has taken on the 
semblance of reality. Newspapers 
carrying the McNaught Syndicate 
cartoon feature last week carried 
Stories and cartoon in regular jour- 
nalese style that ‘Joe’ was enlisting 


in the army. The stories w 
Point out the stories went on to 


felt that it 





was the only thing 

Falooka, one of the top pen and ink 

gures, could do in these times. It 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Colonna Rides Handlebars 
From $50 to $2,500 Week 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Motor cars have crowded bicyles 
off the roads but handlebars are still 
going —_ strong. Jerry Colonna’s 
sweeping mustache has  pedalled 
along the financial track from $50 
to $2,500 a week in a few years. 

Once a trombone tooter at half-a- 
century per week, Colonna is solo- 
ing his wind chimes at $5,000 for a 
fortnight at the downtown Paramount 
theatre, plus a percentage over a 
certain figure. He leaped into promi- 
nence on the Bob Hope air show 
after two years of comparative ob- 
scurity under a Warner contract. 


HAYS POWWOW 
ON SPICY GAB 
IN PIX 








the | 


t cartoonist Ham Fisher | 


— 


Tabbed one of Will Hays regular 
'visits to the Coast, the present visit 
|by the head of the Motion Picture 
‘Producers & Distributors of America 
lto Hollywood is reported in N, Y. to 
| have two objectives. One is to lay 
'before Coast producers the serious- 
iness of recent protests against fast- 
|dialoged screen dramas, stirred up 
in recent weeks by several church 
|and club groups, including the Le- 
gion of Decency. The other is the 
| British film coin situation. 

| Better cooperation with Joe Breen 
in his administration of the Hays of- 
fice production code will be urged 
on all producers simply as a com- 
mon sense policy. 

It’s no secret at home offices that 
Haysites in Hollywood have been lib- 
eral with producers anxious for 
screen realism. But along with the 
realism, some producers have been 
slipping in spicy gags, double- 
entendre, etc. 


GOV. DICKINSON, LIKE 


WILLKIE, TO LECTURE 





Detroit, Nov. 19. 

Like Wendell Willkie, another poli- 
tician is reported headed for the 
lecture platforms. Gov. Luren Dick- 
inson, Michigan’s 81-year-old chief, 
who was defeated at the polls this 
November, will hit the Chautauqua 
trail after the first of the year. 


A former head of the Anti-Saloon 
League, he caught plenty of atten- 
tion when he returned from a Gov- 
ernors convention in New York to 
| condemn ‘life in high places.’ This 
makes his lecture topic a cinch— 
‘Sin and High Life.’ 





DIREGT RESULT OF 
CONSENT DECREE 


Ethics Frowned On As Stu- 
dios Reach Out for Crea- 
tive People—Decree Cues 
Plants to Improve Quality 
or Else 





—_—_—__—— 


AGENTS’ BONANZA 





By BOB MOAK 
Hollywood, Nov. 19. 





Picture production today is in the 


throes of the most far-reaching revo- | 


lution ever to rattle the foundatioris 
of the Hollywood lots. Dwarfing, in 
comparison, even the wholesale 
hcusecleaning that came on the heels 
of England’s declaration of war on 
Hitlerism in September, 1939, this 
latest reshuffling of studio personnel 
threatens to remove from the pic- 
ture-making scene scores of familiar 
producer, director and writer faces. 

Behind the turmoil, which has 
jitter-infected everyone from. the 
biggest of the plant bigs down to 
members of the labor gangs, is the 
loud and firm demand by home office 
| heads that the general quality level 
| of pictures be lifted without further 
|delay. In additign, the eastern 
bosses have issued very exacting in- 

(Continued on page 54) 


TODD BEATS ROSE TO 
TWO-BIT CABARET IDEA 


Michael Todd and Billy Rose, who 
| acquired a distinct coolness between 
| them in the second year of the N. Y. 
| World’s Fair, now may have another 
|bone of contention. Rose the past 
| three weeks has been talking about a 
|25¢e or ‘quartercade’ cabaret, but Todd 
|took action, and over the weekend 
| closed a deal for what was formerly 
the Rainbow Garden (original French 
Casino) in Chicago and adjoining the 
Fronton, where jai-alai was once 
played. He’s merging both buildings 














| (3,500 and will open it 
Xmas Eve. The only thing he hasn't 


capacity 7. 


will be either 35c or 50c. 

Todd states that he has been dick- 
ering for the sites for the past nine 
weeks, long before Rose announced 

(Continued on page 53) 





Station Locks Ams In 
To Stymie Mike Fright 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 

To be sure of talent for its daily 
amateur show, local radio station 
XEFO (5,000 watts), owned and. op- 
erated by the party of the Mexican 
Revolution, is exercising drastic ac- 
ition. As soon as all the aspirants for 
ia show are in the mike room, the 


| door is locked—from the outside—to 





(Continued on page 55) 


yet set is the admission fee, but it | 


Theatre Guild-NBC 


Radio Deal On; 


Also Belasco and Playwrights Co. 





Bromfield Drops Idea 


Of Becoming an Actor 


Cleveland, Nov. 19. 

Because of an over-abundance of 
work, Louis Bromfield is dropping 
his original intentions of taking a 
role in his new play, ‘Here Today, 
Gone Tomorrow,’ which is being 
preemed Dec. 3-4 by community 
players of Mansfield, O. 

Novelist, who lives on a farm 
nearby, had hoped to do a Sinclair 
Lewis by playing himself in the 
comedy-drama, on which his man- 
|ager, George Hawkins, collabed. 
| Bromfield, however, will act as co- 





| director on the Manefield production, 
cooperating with Helen 
group’s director, 
Hawkins. 





TIEUP 


ASCAP-radio controversy last 
week again came in for much space 
iin the New York dailies when NBC 
| cancelled the broadcast of a patriotic 
!show after 
program contained music written by 
an ASCAP member. Edward A. 
Vosseler, an American Legion com- 
mander, had been invited to accept 
the first copy of a children’s patriotic 
book, ‘Molly Pitcher,’ during a pre- 
view of a musical radio script of the 
same name on ‘The Lady Next 
| Door’ program. 

The script was written by Madge 
Tucker, conductor of the series, but 
the three numbers in the sketch had 
been composed by Molly Donaldson, 








one of the newer ASCAP members. | 


Incident marked the opening of the 


networks’ campaign to keep all 
ASCAP music off sustaining pro- 
grams. 





CAPT. RATHBONE OF 
CANADIAN AIR FORC 


Toronto, Nov. 19. 
Application of Basil Rathbone to 
serve in the Royal Canadian Air 
Force in any capacity has been ac- 
cepted and screen player is expected 
to arrive here in a few days. Al- 








| though he did not seek a commission, ; 
| he will be given a captaincy and will | 


serve in the signals division in which 
he served in World War I. His son, 
| Basil Rathbone, Jr., arrived in To- 
|ronto four weeks ago and is now in 
| the RCAF, 

Rathborne Sr., 


born in Johan- 


| his Sir Frank 


r 


cousin, nson. 


. 


Bacon, | 
and collaborator | 


ASCAP TANGLE 
ENDS PATRIOTIC 


it was found that the | 





Closer relationship between the 
legitimate theatre and radio broad- 
casting is foreseen. Omens of this 
growing interest include a deal now 
reported in negotiation between the 
Theatre Guild and the National 
Broadcasting Co. whereby the re- 
cently ‘reorganized’ Guild will make 
its plays and, presumably also its 
players, available to the network. 
The Theatre Guild has meantime 
added several new subscription cities 
to its road tours and radio fits into 
the new plans not alone as a pos- 
| sible revenue source via royalties 
| but as a modern publicity factor to 
find a wider audience. 

Edward Padula of Yale Drama 
| School and NBC televisior (direc- 
tion) background is now with the 
Theatre Guild but whether this has 
a bearing on the radio thinking 
within the Guild is not known, 

Meantime the plays of the late 
David Belasco have been assembled 
|into a package which Arnold Van 
| Leer has interested Ed Wolf Asso- 
ciates in for radio purposes, and 
there is renewed interest in the 
Playwrights Co. script package that 
was first peddled about two years 
ago by John L, Clark’s Transameri- 
can. 
| Drama is to the fore in broad- 
casting just now partly because of 
the impetus of the recent NBC ap- 





pearances of Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne and more. recently of 
Katharine Corneil. But another 


| thought in the radio mén’s minds is 
the need to find music substitutes 
should the networks fail to renew 
their licenses with the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers after*Jan. 1 next. 


| Feud on 3 Hollywood 
| Fronts; Who'll Play 
| In What for Whom? 








Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Resume of the Sam Goldwyn-Gary 


Cooper - Warners - Paramount - Bette 
Davis-Ernest Hemingway feud now 
spreading all over the western front: 


Gary Cooper, under exclusive con- 
|tract to Samuel Goldwyn, is supposed 
to do the male lead in ‘The Amazing 
Story of Sgt. York’ for Warner 
Bros. 

Bette Davis, under exclusive con- 
tract to Warners, is supposedly set by 

(Continued on page 55) 








'Nitery Op, in Burnup At 


| Politicos, Becomes Mayor 


Detroit, Nov. 19. 
Burned up because his night club’s 
license had been revoked by the 
State Liquor Control Commission, 
William Osmund (Ozz) Kelly be- 
| came mayor of Flint, Mich. It was 
one way of showing how to get di- 


|nesburg, South Africa, started his | rect action and it took the embattled 
| stage career under nk Penson. of night club operator just eight months 


(Continued on page 23) 

















2 MISCELLANY 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 20, 1949 





Martin Beck, Pioneer Vaude Tycoon, 
Dies at 73; Had Variegated Career 





—____—_ -— + 


} 

Martin Beck, one of the last of the 
former vaudeville tycoons, died sud-,| 
denly early Saturday morning (16) | 
at Mt. Sinai hospital, New York, at} 
the age of 73. He had been oper- 
ated on for an intestinal obstruction 
the previous week, his condition be- 
ing favorable for several days, but 
a blood clot formed and caused death | 
when it reached his brain. He had 
undergone a similar operation four 
years ago. 

The veteran showman, who reaped 
a fortune in vaudeville as builder | 
and head of the Orpheum Circuit | 
and who was in the legit field for the 
past 15 years, had a premonition of 
death. Recently, at luncheon with 
friends, he joked about the opera-| 
tion, saying: 

‘What are you fellows worrying 
about? I am going into the hospital 
and won’t come out. However, I've 
enjoyed 73 beautiful years.’ | 

Started As a Waiter 


Beck evidently was reluctant to 
divulge his lowly start in this coun- 
try after entering the U.S. as an 
immigrant from Austria. Almost all 
the biographical matter on him 
claims that he started here as an 
actor in a German troupe, but actu- 
ally he was first a waiter. His be- 
ginning as a manager dates back to 
a biergarten in Cruicago, where the 
proprietor permitted him to put on a 
show. This was successful and Beck | 
branched out until he went to work | 
for the late Morris Meyerfeld, Jr., 
later president of the Orpheum Cir- 
cuit in San Francisco. Beck eventu- 
ally married Meyerfeld’s daughter 
and this was his stake for theatre- 
building. When Beck becanie presi- 


(Continued on page 45) 





Harris Wins Mature 
For Legit In Contest 
With Group Theatre 


Contest over the services of Victor 
Mature, young film player who has 
never appeared on Broadway, was 
won by Sam H. Harris, who will use 
him in ‘Lady in the Dark,’ forthcom- 
ing Moss Hart-Kurt Weill musical 
drama. Harold Clurman claimed 
Mature for the cast of ‘Retreat to 
Pleasure,’ Irwin Shaw play which he| 
will stage for the Group Theatre. 

Mature is not known to have had 





stage experience, except in little 
theatres on the Coast. He was in 
several pictures, his first being 


*1,000,000 Years B.C.’, which was pro- 
duced by Hal Roach. Clurman’s 
(Continued on page 22) 


ARMAND TOKATYAN, 
MET TENOR, BANKRUPT 


Armand Tokatyan, tenor, with the 
Metropolitan Opera Co., s‘1ce 1922. 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy in the N. Y. federal court 








yesterday (Tues.), listing no assets | 


and liabilities of $8,084. The tenor 
earned $7,175 in 1939 and $10,000 in 
1940. 

Tokatyan is now under contract to 
the Charles Wagner Agency 
among his creditors are 
nick and Louis Garrell, $3,600 for 
professional services; John J. Jaffin. 
$215, agents commission, The Lamb 
Club, $162, and estate of Richard 
Copley, $182, on agents commission: 

Tokatyan is scheduled to appear 
opposite Lily Pons in the Met’s re- 
vival of ‘Daughter of the Regiment’ 
this winter. 


and 
Max Chop- 


Ashton Stevens Learns 


About Radio Biz 


Chicago, Nov. 19. 
Ashton Stevens, dean of drama 





critics for Hearst’s Herald-American. | 


is taking a double dose of 
Seltzer these days. He has 
headaches. 

Last week, as guest on fhe Alka 
Seltzer program, he slipped to say 
he recommended Bromo Seltzer, too 
That caused the first headache. 

When every columnist in town 
picked up the slip, Alka Seltzer said 
Ashton Stevens’ praise for Bromo 
Seltzer is the best plug Alka Seltzer 
ever had. 

Wondering what they meant is 
causing his second headache. 


Alka 
two 


' salaried actor, ‘ut his earnings were 


Jack Benny Antidote 





New Haven, Nov. 19. 

WELI’s found an answer to the 
problem of what‘an independent 
station is to do when Jack 
Benny’s on the air. 

Solution is ‘Nobody Listens 
Anyway,’ pop record program 
produced by Bud Finch. 

Finch keeps saying nobody 
listens except his father and 
mother, but fan mail indicates 
otherwise. 


Tom Mix Estate Set 
At $115,000; Clipped 
By Suits and Payoffs 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Estate left by Tom Mix, believed 
to be over $1,000,000, has dwindled | 
to $115,000, it was disclosed by his 
attorney, Ralph W. Smith, who is 
preparing an application for the ap- | 
pointment of an appraiser to deter- 














Paul Robeson Files Race 
Prejudice Suit in S.F. 


San Francisco, Oct. 19. 

Paul Robeson, here last week on 
concert tour, heads list of plaintiffs 
in $22,500 race-prejudice damage 
suit against Vanessi’s, North Beach 
nitery. Action charges that the 
drinkery refused to admit Robeson’s 
party of nine because four members 
of the group were Negroes, in vio- 
lation of California law against racial 
discrimination, 

Witnesses said Robeson himself 
did not get out of the car in which 


——aae 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 








POtHeeeeees 


Hollywood, Nov. 19 

Have trouble finding my house in Beverly Hills each night. The only 
way I can locate it is to take a ride on a rubber-neck wagon, and when 
the guide yells, ‘Here’s where Nelson Eddy used to live’—that's it. 

Asked Mark Hellinger if the stuff in my column is funny. He replied, 
‘It always was.’ I wonder what he means? 

Have a new secretary—the second in two weeks. Sent the first one out 
'for a couple of Corona Coronas and she brought back two typewriters. 
In ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’ I play a tough guy and there is $1,000 on 





he was riding and apparently would | my head. I told director Bruce Humberstone that was a silly place to carry 
have preferred to move on without | money. 


making a scene. Cafe’s side of the 
story is that the place was crowded 
and had no room for a large party. 

The other Negroes in the party 
included John Pittman, foreign ed- 
itor of the People’s World; Revels 
Clayton, secretary-treasurer, Bay 
Area District Council No. 2, Mari- 
time Federation of the Pacific, and 
Lawrence Brown, Robeson’s accom- 
panist. 

White plaintiffs were named as 
Clara Rockmore, theremin player, 
and her accompanist, Eugene Hel- 
mer; Merle Pittman, Ethel Cayton 
and Louise Bransten. 

Singer left town to continue his 
concert tour after filing of suit. At- 
torneys handling case are Harold M. 
Sawyer and George Olshausen. 





| e 
mine the exact value of the fortune. Mar Lawrence 
Preliminary investigation turned up e 


about $100,000 in real estate and 
$15,000 in personal property, which 
may be greatly reduced when obli- 
gations are discharged. 

Mix once was Hollywood's highest 


depleted by scores of lawsuits and 
settlements. The largest single out- 
lay was a property settlement of ap- 
proximately $500,000 on his former 
wife, now Mrs. Victoria de Olazabal, 





in 1930. In the same year the Inter- | 
nal Revenue Bureau charged him | 


$177,000 for neglected income taxes. 
A good part of his early earnings 
was invested in securities which | 
collapsed in the market crash of | 
1929. 

Mrs. Mabel Mix, his widow, is pre- 
paring a court appeal for an allow- 
ance of $400 to $500 a month. 


of Bundles for Britain 
The | pearance in the BFB benefit concert | ang the Rain in Your Hair,’ the announcer apologized by saying that the 


Airlines Into N.Y. 
For Brit. Benefit 





To bed at 1 a.m. after singing the 
exhausting Carmen in Chicago, and 
up at 6 a.m. 
lines plane, Marjorie Lawrence, Aus- 
tralian-born Met soprano, arrived at 
La Guardia Field, New York, last 


hattan to confer with representatives 
on her ap- 


| J live three trees from Johnny Weismuller. 


My home has all modern 


| conveniences, three faucets in the kitchen sink, hot water, cold water and 


| Hedy Lamarr is my favorite opera star. 





| Wednesday (13) and hurried to Man- | 


| 
| 


olange juice. 
She doesn’t sing—but who 
cares? 

Broadway Dept. 

‘Life With Father’ celebrates the completion of one year at the Empire. 
Next July I celebrate 33 vears of ‘Life With Mother’. 

‘Suzanna and the Elders’ opened to so-so notices at the Morosco. A Jot 
of people think Jack Kirkland planned it that way so he could write nasty 
notes to the critics. 

At the request of the N. Y Telephone Co. Barclay Beekman, who writes 
sassiety notes for the New York Mirror, has changed his name to Barclay 7- 
Beekman 3. 

Leo Lindy writes that his restaurant is now full of ‘if money’ Roosevelt 
bettors. He says, ‘If they had bet on Roosevelt they would have been in 
the money’. ; 

Holly woodiana 

Went to the opening of Rudy Vallee at Victor Hugo’s. Sat so close to 
the band that the management had me hold a saxophone so as not to em- 
barrass the other customers. 

Saw Clifford Fischer's ‘Folies Bergere’ at El] Capitan, 
rific even the ushers are standing. 

Out here all the gals have holes in their shoes so their toes can stick out, 
and it’s considered stylish. If a man wears shoes that way he’s a bum. 

Joe Frisco is doing a great job at Slapsie Maxie’s. Joe has the horses 
just where they want him. 

Some Hollywood marriages are kept secret until the divorce leaks out. 

Just received an invitation to attend the sneak preview of a new meat 
market. 


Business so tere 


Music Dept. 
Tommy Dorsey’s boys at the Palladium really live their music. 
time they play ‘Old Man River’ they wear bathing caps. 
Harry Ritz has a sequel to ‘Beat Me Daddy, Eight to the Bar.’ 
it, ‘Hit Me, Papa, With a Three-Horse Parlay.’ 
Songwriter Ralph Rainger says he never worries about money. He 
owns an Oil well from which he bottles the best drinking water in Cali- 


Every 


He calls 


to grab a United Air- | fornia. 


Radio Dept. 
Am now busy writing a radio show for Myrna Loy and yours truly. The 
title of the program will be ‘Loy Meets Berle.’ 
There’s no truth to the rumor that they are going to change the name of 


| ‘The Shadow’ programs to ‘The Hour of Harm’. 


Hollywood is so weather-conscious that when a band played ‘The Wind 


will divides the estate equally be- | in Carnegie Hall, Dec. 13. Proceeds | tune was written in Florida. 
tween his daughter, Thomasina, and | Will buy children’s cots for London’s 


his widow. 





ISABEL JEWELL HAS Paver a hurdle last week when Dan | sway from my door. 


| air raid shelters. 


Topping 


Arline Judge’s return to films 


| Topping, her ex-husband, filed court | 
papers requiring the actress’ pres- | 





BROADWAY PLAY BI 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. | 

Isabel Jewell, here last week with | 
George Jessel unit, said she wasn’t | 
returning to Hollywood when unit | 
disbands but will do a Broadway | 
play this season. Actress’ last show 
was ‘Blessed Event’ in 1932 and she’s | 
been on Coast ever since being | 
drafted for her original role in the | 
screen version of that comedy. Miss 
Jewell has been offered one of leads 


in new Allen  Boretz comedy, 
‘Hard Way,’ and will discuss terms 
with producers when she reaches 
New York. Flock of single radio 


(Continued on page 206) 





Ann Corio From Strip 


To Legit Next Season 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. 


Ann Corio, doing her peel specialty 
at the Casino here last week, said 
she'll definitely make the break 
away from burleycue next year, at 
least for a season, and tour in a re- 
vival of ‘White Cargo. Stripper 


doesn’t intend to hit Broadway with 
the show but will stick to the key 
spots and hinterlands. 

She at the train here when 
the Ruth Chatterton ‘Pygmalion’ com- 
pany stopped en route to Detroit and 
held an hour’s conference with Jus 

, Addis and Hayden Rorke, who will 
produce ‘Cargo’ for her. They op- 
erate the Chapel 
Guilford, Conn., one of the stock 


was 


spots she played last summer in her | 


first fling at legit. 


Helen Morgan Better 


San Francisco, Nov. 19. 

Helen Morgan, who was neéar- 
fatally stricken shortly after open- 
ing at the transbay Rancho San 
Pablo, is recovering rapidiy and! 
hopes to finish out two weeks at the 
E] Cerrito nitery. 

Friends stated that at the crisis 
of her sudden illness, the singer was 
given up as dead for a period of 30 
minutes, 








Playhouse in| 


ence in New York. She had to can- 
cel her reservation on a liner 
bound, Wednesday night (13). 
had gone, 

(Continued on page 44) 


CBS and Wrigley Sued 
By Stong Over ‘Career’ 


If she 





suit in 


filed 
Friday 


writer, 
court 


Phil 
Ni ¥. 


Stong, 
federal 


| 


she would have ridden | 


Hangnail Descriptions 
W. C. Fields: The Grated Profile. Lucille Ball: Dezi, Dezi give me vour 
answer true. Jerry Colonna: A Fuller Brush with eyes. Slapsie Maxie 
Rosenbloom: Fifteen minute intermission. Groucho Marx: Ad-libber stay 


Observation Dept. 
Saw a very dull boxing match at the Hollywood Legion. It was so dull 
that Maxie Rosenbloom got out of his ringside seat and yelled, ‘I can knock 


L.A.- | the both of you out over the telephone’. 


Hollywood old-timers tell you not to mind what anybody says about you 


here. They've been panning gold in California for alnjost 100 years. 

Three years after Bert Gordon, the ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ earful, was 
born, people were still trying to figure out whether he was going to walk 
| or fly. 


(15) 


against Columbia Broadcasting Sys- | 
tem, Inc., and William Wrigley, Inc., | 


seeking an injunction, accounting of 
profits and damages for the alleged 


infringement of his book, ‘Career.’ 


It is claimed that the defendants 
used parts of the book from July 9, 
1939-Oct. 1, 1939, over the Jesse L. 
Lasky (RKO) ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood’ program sponsored by Wrigley. 





L. A. to N. Y. 
Neil Agnew. 
Barney Balaban. 
Lucille Ball. 
Monte Banks, 
Bigelow. 
Ray Bolger. 
W.E Calloway. 
Harry Carey. 
Ted Collins. 
Charles CorrelL 
Lili Damita. 
Sam Dembow, Jr. 
Leonard Goldenson. 
Freeman Gosden, 
Stanton Griffis. 
Sig Hersig. 
Mann Holiner. 
Russell Holman, 


Joe 


| Arthur Hornblow. 
| Rita Jehnson. 


Nancy Kelly. 
Joseph Lamm. 
Charles McCarthy. 
Bill Maloney. 
Jimmy McHugh. 
Johnny Mercer. 
Phil Rapp. 
Albertina Rasche. 
Wells Root. 

Kate Smith, 

Paul Stewart. 
Carol Wayne. 
Bob Welch. 


} 
} 


| 


i two 
|} ager, 
| agent. 


Eavesdropped at Brown Derby: ‘He's a fine fellow—every other inch a 
gentleman.’ 

Eavesdropped at Ciro’s: ‘He’s the kind of a guy who wears bell-bottomed 
shorts.’ 

sack east the girls used to eat out of my hand. 
house and home, 


Here they eat me out of 
Whatever Became of ? 

Bessie Clayton & Co. 

Novelty Clintons 

Loretta McDermott & Eddie Cox 

Afterpiece 
In New York the big problem for women is what to get their husbands 

for Christmas. In Hollywood, it’s what husband to get for Christmas. 


13 Draw Salaries With ‘Cantor Expounds On 
Savo’s 1-Man Show, America’s Need for Real 
*‘Mum’s the Word, Jimmy Savo's | Good Laugh Right Now 


one-man revue slated to open Dec. 5} 
at the Belmont, N.Y., may require 13 | 
extra employes as a result of various | 
union regulations. There will be four 

stagehands, po 
boxoffice 

company 





The Great Leon 
Lytell & Fant 
Fay, 2 Coleys & Fay 





Philadelphia, Nov. 19. 

What America needs is a real good 
laugh. Eddie Cantor came _ here 
Sunday with that prescription. ‘I 
mean it seriously,’ the  big-eyed 
comic said, ‘Everybody should start 
laughing.’ Coming to the city to 
perform the Mizrachi Women’s 


ibly four musicians, 
men, a house man- 
manager and press 
That would involve a weekly 
payroll of around $1,100, without 
figuring any other expenses. 


for 


As against this wholesale employ- | Organization of America show and 
i;ment for the indirect contributions |d@ance at Broadwood Hotel, he ex- 
to the show, Savo himself is the|Plained the country has_ been 
author, director, producer, backer | through a ‘hard election,’ animosities 


| 
| 


| have been kindled, but now it's time 
to smile. 

‘Laughter is the oxygen tank that 
will keep the whole world alive,’ he 
insisted. He pulled many Cantor- 
isms as usual, but he’s also found 
another serious cause to champion— 
aid to refugee children. Excepting 
for his air stanza, Cantor said he is 
devoting all his time to refugee 
work and to the Bundles for Britain 
organization. 

‘I feel we must do all we can fo 
aid what looks, like the next-to-last 
democracy,’ he said, but cautioning, 


and entire cast. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Ralph Bellamy. 
Carl Brisson. 
Betty Grable. 
William German. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Will Hays. 

Sona Henie. 
Sidney Justin. 
Jesse L. Lasky. 
George J. Schaefer, 
David O. Selznick. 





Norma Shearer. ‘We should never’ send troops, 
William B. Smith. though.’ Instead of drawing laughs 
Arthur Wirtz. about his ‘son-less marriage with 





five daughters,’ Cantor said he might 
(Continued on page 15) 


Herbert J. Yates. 
Irving Yates. 
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PLAY SALES SLUGGISH 


Broadwayites Transplant Selves To 
Soil of Cal; Take Bows in Furrows 





Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


Conversation between George Spel- 
vin and Joe Zilch at the corner of 
Hollywood and Vine, where they had 
pulled up their station wagons to 
exchange a bit of gossip about the 
show business. 

George—You oughta seen the 
hand I got from my tomatoes at 
sun-up today. I had ’em rolling 
in the furrows. 

Joe—You ain’t got nothing on 
me, George. You oughta seen the 
shower of lemons I got this morn- 


ing. I don’t want to brag, but they 


were the juiciest lemons in San 

Fernando Valley. 

That is how your old Broadway 
thesps greet each other today after 
their insteps have become inured to 
the soft soil of California vales. Up 
to the time they moved to Holly- 
wood for a picture job, their idea of 
soil was a load of something mov- 
ing out of a subway excavation in a 
motor truck. They thought a palm 
was something that grew out of a 
bucket in a hotel lobby. 

When a Hollywood actor talks 
about dates he means the species 
that grow on the wide-spread palms 
in front of the wide-spreading adobe 
house on his wide-spreading rancho. 
Dates with blondes in the niteries 


(Continued on page 55) 


Legit Production In 
London Under the Most 
Trying Circumstances 








(The following is an excerpt from 
a letter received last week in New 
York by Reginald Denham, play- 
wright and director, from his actress- 
daughter, Isolde Denham, who was 
recentiy married in London to Peter 
Ustinov. An actor and director, Usti- 
nov is the son of Nadia Benois, scene 
designer for the Russian Ballet, and 
a nephew of Alexandre Benois, who 
designed the settings for several bal- 
lets in the repertory of the Original 
Ballet Russe, currently at the 51st St. 
theatre, N. Y.) 





London. 

- . . During the week preceding 
the closing of all theatres, Peter and 
I sat here and tried to relax and get 
accustomed to the air raids. We are 
quite hardened to them now. It’s in- 
credible how quickly people manage 
to get used to new conditions. I never 
thought I would, but here we are, 





right as rain and adapting our lives | 


very nicely, thank you. 
‘Well, we sat here and read plays. 
Friends began to venture out of their 
(Continued on page 22) 


CABLE, LOMBARD SKIP 





PIX FOR LONG LAYOFF 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


Where’s Sherlock 





Harry A. Jansen, the Dante of 
‘Sim Sala Bim’ magic show, had 
his own stuff pulled on him in 
Boston, where his overcoat did a 
disappearing act. He thinks he 
left it in his car while dining in 
a hash house. 


Same evening a New Hamp- 
shire sheriff complained that 
somebody lifted his wallet and 
badge during Dante’s perform- 
ance. 


Hope Breaks In 
Radio Material 
In L.A. Theatre 


ee -—---- 








Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


Fed up on the same phlegmatic 
audience reaction every week at 
NBC, Bob Hope is trying a new 
tack on Sunday night preview, prior 
to his Tuesday night broadcast. He 
has arranged with the downtown 
Paramount theatre, in Los Angeles. 
whereby he gives the house an hour 
show with his Pepsodent troupe in 
exchange for a fresh audience. Trial 
runs for two weeks and if results 
prove satisfactory he'll pitch there 
every Sunday night. No other con- 
sideration is involved in the bargain. 
Paramount advertises the event and 
Pepsodent will be generously 
plugged. 

Other producers and comics, long 
nursing a peeve against the same 
arm-folding audience week in and 
out, are watching the Hope experi- 
ment with a view to following suit 
unless the network can correct the 
ducat evil. Theatres are also eyeing 
the unusual procedire and casting 
envious glances at Fanchon & Marco 

(Continued on page 18) 


RAH-RAH HOSS OPRY 
SERIES, LATEST TREND 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Newest angle in the town’s con- 














Clark Gable is not likely to make | 


another picture for at least 
months. Metro star is said to be 
Under the weather as a result of 


Cation with his wife, Carole Lom- 
ard, who has passed up numerous 
— for winter and spring produc- 
10n., They plan to travel, hunt and 
fish until Gable feels like working 
again, 
Meanwhile, Metro has a long list 
of features lined up for his approval. 
et them are ‘The Great Cana- 
7 n, ‘The Life of Simon Bolivar,’ 
Fach al Flats,” ‘Osborne of Sing 
ing, ‘Pioneer Doctor,’ ‘Witch of the 


Wilderness’ and ‘ 
— 7 
Smith’ he Story of Soapy 








Sues Fritz Blocki 


Chicago, Nov. 19. 
_ divorce against Fritz 
exttie radio director, and ex-drama 
va a Piaywright and press agent, 
ae ‘ed last week in superior court 
tre by Mrs. Fern Head Blocki. 
Charges cruelty, 


Suit for 
Blocki, 


six | 





tinuous search for something differ- 
ent are hoss opera-musicals based on 
the songs of western colleges. 
George Weeks will do the first, 


‘Tumbledown Ranch in Arizona,’ for | 


Monogram release. Title is from the 
song of the same name used by the 
students of the University of Ari- 
zona as their ‘official rodeo song.’ 

Both the tune and the script were 
written by Bill Watters, 
alumnus and New York p.a. now on 
the Coast. He’s working out a series 
of similar screenplays built around 
melodies of western colleges and 
featuring music of the state where 
the school’s located. 

Weeks’ picture is expected to be 


0 |preemed in March as a feature of 
verwork and is taking a long va- | 


the Intercollegiate Rodeo in Tucson. 


SWEET CHARITY 


Cal. Tracks Collect 500G, Clash on 
Legality 








Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Southern California racetracks are 


in a financial clinch with Governor | 


Olson over the disposition of $500,000 
collected on charity days at Santa 
Anita and Hollywood Park. The 
Governor wants the money turned 
over to the state treasurer, but the 
horsemen declare they can’t do it 
legally at present. 

Jack McKenzie, at Hollywood 
Park, explained that the money has 
been impounded to await a ruling 
by the California Attorney General. 
There is doubt whether it is legal to 
turn over the charity fund to the 
State for general relief purposes. 


DEARTH OF B'WAY 
HITS THIS YEAR 


‘George Washington’ Hottest 





May Take ‘Panama Hat- 


Other Negotiations in Talk 
Stage Chiefly 





ONLY 2 SOLD SO FAR 





Broadway season, which has been 
noteworthy for a dearth of hit 
shows and, as a result, a lack of 
legiters bought for films, will shortly 
see its first important purchase. 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
George S. Kaufman-Moss Hart com- 
edy, has three bidders and a sale is 
expected momentarily. 


Warner Bros. and Columbia are 
neck and neck with offers of $75,000, 
while producer Sam Harris is hold- 
ing out for his original asking price 
of $100,000. He’s doing the nego- 
tiating for Kaufman, Hart and him- 


(Continued on page 44) 


Mrs. Eddie Bracken’s 
Hurts Not as Critical 
As At First Believed 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


| Eddie Bracken and his. wife, 
| Connie Nickerson, Broadway actress, 
| were injured in an auto crash near 
Banning, Cal., yesterday (Monday). 
Comedian received a cut ear, re- 
quiring several stitches, and minor 
bruises. Miss Nickerson sustained a 
fractured collar bone and injured 
pelvis. 











| ‘Reaching for the Sun’ for Para- 


| months vacation. bd 
| 





Martin Jurow, Bracken’s agent, in 
New York said yesterday (Tuesday) 
that the actor had informed him by 
phone that Miss Nickerson’s injuries 
are not as serious as first believed. 
She will remain in the hospital three 
or four days and then will be con- 
fined to her home for about six or 
eight weeks. 


| 


| 
| Coast, as he is slated to begin work 
|in a couple of months in 
| mount’s ‘Caught in the Draft,’ with 
Bob Hope. Under his Paramount 
| contract he expects to come east 
| next fall for a legit show. 
| Couple met during the Broadway 


{run of ‘Brother Rat,’ in which they 


Dicker Right Now — Par 


tie’ Because of DeSylva— 





> 


H’wood Starts Back-to-B’ way Coin 
Movement; Par, Metro, WB Ist in Legit 


a 





| 


| 





| Bracken, who recently completed | 


Bracken will now remain on the | 


Para- | 





Not Chirpy 


On the theory that the tune he 
had been using for several years 
was more appropriate on the 
other side of the ocean and out 
of order here, Abe Lyman 
dropped his theme ‘Lights Out’ 
last week. Replaced it with 
‘Moon Over America.’ 

Lyman’s band is at the New 
Yorker hotel, New York, until 
Dec. 19 when it shifts to the 
Strand theatre, N. Y. Woody 
Herman follows at the hotel. 


Three Plays On 
H wood—3 Flops; 











Adoption by the Dramatists Guild 
of the lengthily negotiated changed 
rules covering film rights of shows 
backed by picture money has sig- 
nalized the resumption of the Holly- 
wood-Broadway production liaison, 
Because of the numerous delays in 
reaching a final agreement, picture 
people were cagey in conceding that 
they are back in the legit field. Such 
activity, however, is definite, eastern 
end of several companies waiting the 
okay of the Coast on scripts selected 
for stage presentation. 

Paramount, Metro and Warners 
will first initiate the film-financed 
production, it is indicated. Par has 
selected three scripts, titles unan- 
nounced, and Metro has at least one, 
but there is some question as to pri- 
ority of rights with Par. Warners 
wholly backed one show this season 
(‘Jupiter Laughs’) and is mentioned 
financing ‘Hot Nocturne,’ announced 





by Kermit Bloomgarden and Elia 


4 . 9 9 Kazan. 
ulet S é ' WB was very active on Broadway 





Please,’ which Jesse L. 
and Henry Duffy jumped 
from Los Angeles to the Guild, 
N. Y., started the Broadway date 
very mildly after a weak press. It 
is the most costly venture of the 
three plays about Hollywood that 
opened within eight days. Approxi- 
mate red to date is $50,000, principal 
chance to recapture the investment 
being possible sale of the picture 


‘Quiet 
Lasky 


last season, concerned in backing 
half a dozen shows. Firm had been 
listed among those that objected to 
the former system of film rights 
sales, but was the most active in 
(Continued on page 18) 


BING CROSBY NOT FREE 





FOR FOOTBALL PROGRAM 








rights. Other Coast comedies, ‘Bev- 
erly Hills’ and ‘Glamour Preferred,’ | 
also drew adverse notices. 

One of the added expense items | 
was the transportation of the rather | 
large company and “retinue of 
handlers. There was one company | 
manager, a general manager and at} 
least three press agents, or were up| 
to early this week, so that the pay- | 
roll was well loaded. Presenters 
the explanation of bringing the show | 
east after so-so takings on the Coast. 

‘Quiet’ was reported stopping Sat- | 
urday (16), but it was stated that 
the show would continue because of 
the film rights. Question of financing | 

(Continued on page 54) 


BETTY FIELD PREFERS | 
TO STAY ON THE STAGE 








who over the week- | 
to go into ‘Flight to 
the Playwrights Co., | 


Betty Field, 
end flew east 
the West’ for 


| hopes to confine herself to the thea- | 


|tre exclusively in 


both appeared. They later played op- | 
| posite each other in the road com- | 


| pany of ‘What a Life,’ 


HAYS GREENLIGHTS 
‘TOBACCO’ FOR SCREEN 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
| Under close scrutiny by the Hays 
office right along, 20th-Fox’'s ‘Tobac- 
1co Road’ will hit the screen shorn 
| of all profanity and its sex angles 
| severely tempered. 





Arizona | 


| Film will rely on suggestions to get 
past state censors. Most explosive 
expletive in filming is ‘darn.’ 


MacKenna Back West; 
Metro Signs Og Nash 


Kenneth MacKenna, Metro’s studio 
story editor, returned to the Coast 
|last Friday (15) after two weeks in 
‘New York seeing plays and talking 
| with writers. 











future. She is 
under contract to Paramount for five 
years of a seven-year contract, but 
hopes the studio will not take up her | 
option for next summer. | 

‘Flight’ started rehearsals Monday 


1 (18), with author Elmer Rice direct- | 


| 


| out giving the first name of the in- 


While east MacKenna signed Ogden | 


| Nash to a one-picture deal. He'll do 
screenplay and dialog on ‘Female of 
the Species.’ Nash last worked for 


} Metro about a year and a half ago. 


i 


ing. It opens Dec. 18 in Washington 
and Dec. 23 in New York. Even if 
he play is unsuccessful and Para- 
mount picks up her option, Miss 
Field will remain in New York until 
June, when her contract would re- 


quire her on the Coast. 


41 YEARS LATER 


Pat O'Brien’s Mother Decides to 
Record Hi’ Birth 
een | 
Milwaukee, Nov. 19. 
When Pat O’Brien was born here 
in 1899, it was not unusual] for 
doctors to file birth certificates with- 


ant. He was one of these babies, 
and for 41 years remained without a 
name in Milwaukee’s official rec- 
ords. When he visited the city last 
week as chairman emeritus of Mar- 
quette University’s homecoming 
celebration, his .nother, Mrs. Marga- 
ret O’Brien, decided it was time 


something was done about it, and | 
visited the office of the registrar of | 
vital statistics to rectify matters. A | 


regulation birth 
reads: 


William Joseph (Pat) O’Brien. 


certificate now 
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Bing Crosby won’t participate in 
NBC’s broadcast of the Rose Bowl 
game New Year’s Day because the 
J. Walter Thompson doesn’t want 
him doubling from the Kraft pro- 
gram. Bill Stern, who is going out 


|to the Coast to handle the event, 


had the idea that Crosby might be 
had for some color comment but 
John U. Reber, Thompson radio v.p., 
tabooed the stunt. Crosby’s contract 


ac ~~ | with Thompson js exclusive as far as 
|gambled on the critics, that being | I 


mount, was motoring east for a two- | 


radio is concerned. 

Stern figures on staying out on the 
Coast for a few weeks, doing his 
Sunday night Colgate program from 
that point. 
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THEATRE MEN AVER THE BATTLE AGAINST 


HE DECREE IS BY NO MEANS OVER 


| 
Cite What Happened to the NRA Following Appeal NEWSREELERS’ HEADACHES: 





to the U. S. Supreme Court—Exhib Leaders 
Agin’ It—OK for Distribs 








Uncredited Credit 


Even if the consent decree is offi- 
cially signatured by Federal Judge 
Henry W. Goddard, in spite of the 
violent fight in opposition to it by 
exhibition forces, this will not mark 
the end of the battle so far as thea- 
tre men and exhib leaders are con- 
cerned, it is indicated. And if a sub- 
sequent effort is made through the 
courts to set aside the decree, de- 
claring it inoperative or obtaining 
modification, the exhibiting branch 
will have an entirely different stand- 
ing than at the Thursday (14) hear- 
ing before Judge Goddard in N.Y. 

The impression legally is that, al- 
though the exhibitors were fighting 
from the outside since the decree 
actually is a settlement between par- 
ties that does not include them (the 
exhibs), any subsequent move made 
against the decree will be a totally 
different matter. Mentioned in con- 
nection with the consent decree and 
any subsequent attacks upon it via 
the courts—perhaps the U. S. Su- 
preme Court for a ruling—is the 
vest me oors p Borie on _ | the Coast at the end of this week 
— _— ” | after being in New York and Con- 


R. B. Wilby, influential theatre op- | necticut almost consecutively si 





San Francisco, Nov. 19. 

Attracting comment here is an 
institutional ad by Bank of 
America headed ‘Financed by 
Bank of America is never in the 
movie titles,” with body of copy 
going on to say, ‘No, but Bank 
of America dollars have played 
a vitally important role in the 
preduction of many famous mo- 
tion pictures.’ 

Winds up with offer to do the 
same for you. 


Dave Selznick Back 
To Coast on Friday; 
Yens ‘Dunkirk’ Ya 

















|or four 








All prive for New Business As Sports 


Coverage Mounts 





Intensive drives for new business 


by several newsreel companies is a} 
temporary financial headache for the | 


operating staffs because of the big 
increase in local editions. Different 
newsreels are reported willing to 
cover local news for a limited edi- 


ij tion in several cities or one state in 


order to curry favor with exhibitors 
in various territories. 

Added to this has been an increase 
in gridiron coverage in the last three 
weeks. Estimated that the 
newsreels are averaging six footbal! 
games each week or two more than 
in 1939. Some weeks the larger reels 


} include seven and eight games in the 


lineup. Current prospect is that the 
grid season will cost the five news- 
reels about $50,000. Heightened in- 


| terest in professional contests also 
| has added to overhead. 


David O. Selznick will return to) 


Peculiar feature about the pro 
football games is that the newsreels 
have to spend additional sums 


m weekly in order to protect exhibitor 


accounts without any additional rev- 
/enue. 





| 


nce | 


U.S. Defense Demands 


Clearance a Real Break for Indies _ 








looked. 


exhibitors to arbitrate complaints 


clearance some of them frankly 


‘reform’ contained in the decree. 


and tradition in their favor. 


Because nearly every exhibitor protestant against the consent d@ 
stressed the objections to the five- 
major concession favorabie to independent operators, which the G 


ecree 
one 
10Ve 


picture, group-selling plan, the 


ernment has won from producer-distributors, was compietely over. 


Film company executives are more concerned about the ability of 


against existing clearance between 


competitive theatres than they are about the anti-blind selling clauses, 
Lawyers of the major companies have fought vigorously in the negoti. 
ations over the consent decree to limit the cases of arbitration o\ er 


stating that a disturbance of pre. 


vailing protections between first, second and subsequent runs will more 
seriously disturb the distribution-exhibition structure than any other 


U. S. insists that the affiliated theatre circuits control picture book. 
ings by virtue of clearances which have been established by custom 
It is their clearance advantages, rather 


than their ability to pay higher film rentals, which Government attor. 
neys declared is the crux of the monopoly. Arbitration concessions in 





never have had before. 


the consent decree give complaining exhibitors a toehold which they 








Long Tirades Against the Decree, 
But Likely to Be of Little Avail 





By EDWARD SMITH 


The lid blew off the top of the 
Department of Justice and the con- 
‘sent decree in the N. Y. federal court 


Thursday (14), when at the formal 
hearing before Judge Henry Warren 
Goddard, independent exhibitors, 
gathering in unprecedented numbers 
from all sections of the country, 
launched terrific verbal and written 





hazard which does not exist in any 
other large industry_ in the country, 

Frohlich then launched an attack 
'on the actual power of the court to 
|approve the decree. ‘First,’ declared 
ithe attorney, ‘the decree does not 
carry out the expressed and avowed 
|purposes of the suit as expressed by 
‘the attorney general at the opening 
|of the trial. Both the Allegations of 
|the new bill and the provisions of 


erator and a partner of Paramount | 
in around 150 theatres in the south, 
believes it is three-to-one that Judge 
Goddard will sign the decree. Fred 
Kent, general counsel for the 
Sparks-Paramount circuit in 
ida. who has served with Wilby in 
representing all Par partners in op- 
position to the consent, also believes 


| 


| 


Flor- | 


last spring. Producer. will trate | 
back, probably Friday (2), with his | 
family. 


Selznick clearing rights to a/| 
semi-official story by a survivor of | 


Stall RCA-Disney On 


‘Fantasia’ Equipment 








is 


Defense production {s holding up 


the evacuation of the British from ;openings of Walt Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ 
the French Coast. It’s labeled! jn cities outside of New York. RCA, 


Beaches of Dunkirk,’ with the au-! which makes the special sound equip- 
name as Bartimeus. 


such decree actually aim to set up a 





| itself, along with an amended com- 


attacks on the decree. The document 
kind of NRA over this industry, 
They purport to enlarge the powers 
of this caurt from judicial functions 
proximately 130 individuals, was tO legislative functions and assert 
handed to the court by James V.|the right to do so. In that respect I 
Hayes of the consent decree division | believe that the court without 
of the Dept. of Justice, together with | POWer to sign the decree and that 
a half-hour speech by Hayes explain- | COMsSent of the parties is not sufficient 


plaint and a Government consent to| 
a dismissal of the action against ap- 


is 








the odds are against the exhibiting | thor’s given 
branch after the lengthy arguments 
advanced Thursday (14). 
An important point is raised by interested in but not planning.’ 
Wilby in reminding that although the} Producer declared his 
decree goes through the exhibition | making plans when he 
arm of the industry enjoys a ‘back-| the Coast are still hazy. 
ground,’ as result of the protests ae 
made. which should rate importantly 
Sf we want to come back.’ Wilby, 
regarded by many in show business 
as one of the smartest theatre opera- 
tors in America and also one of the 
shrewdest showmen, fs also known as 
a fishter and is not expected to lay 
down his guns under defeat in Judge 
Goddara’s court. This is also true | 
of Kent and the many partners in | approved 
the vast Paramount theatre enter- 
prise who are deadset against the de- 
cree in general, and many of its pro- 
sales | 


returns to 











Tables Plan for Museum 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


Board of directors of Academy has 
the establishment of vo- 





, employed in the picture industry. 


| Acad directors tabled the proposed 


visions in particular, notably creation of a film museum because | 
{in groups of five. | Of inability to find a site suitable to 

Exhibitor leaders such as Ed Kuy- | house the relics of the film business. 
kendall, Abram F. Myers, Harry | Location sought would have to be 
Brandt, Max A. Cohen and others | large enough to contain 4 theatre 
are likewise bitterly opposed to the | and accommodations for 150,000 visi- | 


decree and are expected, in conjunc- 
tion with affiliated theatres (many of | 
them are in the MPTOA), to carry 


on the fivht Teddy Roosevelt Grows 
Distributors Like It } . . 
| Up From Short at W 


The distributors are generally re- 

garded as liking the consent decree Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
and no aid is expected from that side 
of the fence, regardless of affiliations 


tors annually, 


such as exist between distribs and | made by Warners for the 1940-41 | 

theatre circuits as Wilby observes. | season, under the title ‘Teddy an | 

‘They could have done something | the Boys.’ Idea is the outcome of 

about it in Washington if they/a recent two-reeler, ‘Teddy, the | 

wanted to." | Rough Rider.’ . 
Distribs are laying plans to meet | 


new syst selling that wi ‘hn; . . : 
the W em of elling that will big sticker’ in the short. is slated 
go into effect next year in the sales nae - » 
4 . to repeat in the feature. 
of the 1941-42 product, giving much os 
study to the consent decree, check- 
ing territories, accounts, deliveries, | 
om | He Stays, Too 
Work is going forward rapidly on Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


the part of the American Arbitration 
Assn. in association with distributors 
in setting up the machinery essential 
to arbitrating disputes under the con- 
sent decree. J. Noble Braden, execu- | 
tive secretary of the AAA, left Sat- 


Harlan Thompson drew a renewal 
of his associate producer contract at 
Warners, with ‘She Stayed Kissed’ 
as his next assignment. 

Present picture chore is ‘The Wag- 
| ons Roll at Night.’ 


Selznick’s explanation of his inten- | 
tions with it was, ‘It’s something I'm | 


picture- | 


ment necessary, has been so over- 
whelmed with Government orders 
for radio apparatus that it has been 
delayed in turning out the Disney 
paraphernalia. It has shifted the 
‘Fantasound’ manufacture from _ its 


| Camden, N. J., plant to its Indianap- 


cational instruction courses for those | 


| 
Sidney Blackmer, who played the | 


olis factory in an effort to speed 
things. 
If sked as it now stands can be 


carried out, next ‘Fantasia’ opening 
will be in Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Preems after that will be held in 


,Chicago, Boston and Philly in that | 


| order, dates depending on equipment 
|delivery. Disney, who was in New 
York for a week for the ‘Fantasia’ 
unveiling, trained home Monday (18) 

The RCA equipment situation, of 
course, it now stands, will 
further postpone the proposed 
stallations in the regular houses 


| - 


as thus 


in- 


Consent Speeds Yates 
To Studio for Confabs 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


Two months ahead of his usua 


B time for winter huddles, Herbert J. 


Yates, chief exec at Republic, is due 
in town this week to make policy 


Theodore Roosevelt's career is the , adjustments to coincide with the re- 
basis of a full-length feature to be |cent consent decree. 


Currently the studio has two fea- 
tures in production, ‘Robin Hood of 
the Pecos’ and ‘Wyoming Wildcat.’ 





‘Legacy’ Hits Snag 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Robert Sherwood’s ‘Legacy,’ for 
|Columbia release, called off shoot- 


|ing for one week to let the scribes 
rewrite the windup. Revamping is 
|} being done by Henry Blankfort. 

| Gregory Ratoff is directing the 
picture, which co-stars Warner Bax- 


ter and Ingrid Bergman. It is the 
first screen product for Sherwood. 
former radio announcer. He's not 


to be confused with the playwright 
of the same name. 





urday (16) on a six-weeks’ tour of | 
the country to lay the groundwork | . 
for organization of the various : a . 
boards | Uther News Fertamme to rictures 
There will be 31 boards. two of | 
them in New York to serve the terri- ce rn Sees Seen WML, ..c« 5 caua bu so sis oenne’s che paket Page 13 
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ing the means and methods by which 

the decree had been arrived at. 
Louis B. Frohlich, attorney for Co- 

lumbia Pictures, was the spearhead 


of the blitzkrieg as the attorney, in| 


brilliant form, pointed out to the 
court the discrepencies in the de- 
cree, and the reasons for Columbia’s 
objections to it. Frohlich remarked 
|that, for a period of six weeks, Co- 
lumbia, as well as United Artists and 
|; Universal, had attempted to be 
parties to the proceedings only to 
discover that their interests were 
being so jeopardized as to demand 
their withdrawal. 
jtorney first attacked the provisions 
for blocks-of-five selling and trade- 
showings, which he asserted would 
substantially increase the period of 
time between the commencement of 
| a picture and its exhibition in a thea- 
;tre. This would result in delaying 
the release of a picture for exhibi- 
for about four months and 
mean that the capital neces- 
sary for the production of a picture 
would be tied up for that length of 
time. In addition, in selling in 
blocks-of-five, it would be necessary 
to hold up release until a complete 
block is finished. The entire pro- 


tion 


would 


cedure would mean the expenditure | 


of additional capital which Columbia 
Just does not possess, he said. To 
,continue in business Columbia must 


maintain the same volume of busi- | 


ness in the U. S. that 
has. Capital of $4,000,000-$5,000,000, 
in addition to the present $11,000,000 


spent annually, would be required. | 


The only two sources of such addi- 


tional capital, loans from the banks, | 


and sales of securities to the public, 
cannot be obtained as in the first case 
the money would have to be perma- 
nently retained and in the second 
case because of a poor market and 
of the economically unsound idea 
back of such venture, the attorney 
added. ; 


Columbia Hasn’t the Coin 


To Tie Up in 30 Prods. 


While the consenting 
!may have sufficient surplus capital to 
; tie up 30 productions in advance of 

release, Columbia cannot. Also Co- 
lumbia would be unable to meet the 
| demand for selling 10 times yearly to 
|sell 50 features each 
‘five. This is 10 times the amount of 
selling required under the present 
system. Columbia would be unable 
| financially to meet the obligations of 
such a selling program, he also 
| stated. 

Frohlich then attacked this method 
of setting as being unsound from a 
business basis, pointing out the sale 
jot product in advance of production 
in other industries. To force blocks- 


assumption of speculation, risk and 


The Columbia at-} 


it presently | 


defendants | 


in blocks of | 


of-five on the industry means the | nopoly — and 


| to enlarge the jurisdiction of the 
;court, this jurisdiction being limited 
| by the Constitution and statutes of 
ithe U.S.’ 

| Columbia also objects to the ‘escape 
clause,’ which allows the signing de- 
|fendants to get out of the provisions 
jot the decree if by June 1, 1942 a 
| decree is not entered against Colum- 
| bia, United Artists and Universal. 

| It is Columbia’s belief that the 
clause carries an implied threat 
against Columbia, UA and Universal 
in that if they do not sign a decree 
containing similar provisions, pres- 
sure will be used on them by the 
parties interested in the litigation to 
force them to do so. ‘If the Govern- 
ment should desire to prevent the 
five consenting theatre owning de- 
fendants from resorting to the escape 
clause, it undoubtedly would bring 
pressure to bear on Columbia to give 
its consent or suffer the conse- 
quences,’ declared Frohlich. 


Tradeshowings Would 


Increase Trade Reviews 


Edward C. Raftery, representing 
United Artists and Universal, got to 
his feet to concur in Frohlich’s state- 
ments, and to say that he saw eye to 
eye with the Government on only 
one point of the decree, namely that 


,; trade showings would increase the 
jnumber of trade paper reviewers, 


j;and decrease the number of review- 
ers on daily metropolitan papers. 

| First of the independents to be 
heard was Abram F. Myers, gen- 
eral counse!] of the Allied States As- 
sociation of Motion Picture Exhibi- 
tors, who stated that he was author- 
ized by the board of direct f 
|Allied to oppose the decree Ir 
stating his position Myers thanket 
Judge Goddard for the right to be 
heard and szid that he felt the court 


rs 


‘will not lend its sanction to an 
agreed decree which is so unfair, 
i} burdensome and unjust. in its ap- 


plication to third persons, or to tne 
publie at large, as to be unconscion- 
able.’ 

Myers charged that the Govern- 
;ment was trying to abolish block- 
booking, but that the drecree does 
not do so. The decree provides for 
| licensing no more than five pictures 
in a group, which is the same as 
saying, ‘You may say that the pro- 
ducer-exhibitors can now perform 
| illegal acts in packages of five, rather 
‘than in groups of 50.’ It was pointed 
out that an exhibitor would b¢ 
forced, as result of the decree, to buy 
,a block containing four bad pictures 
'to get the one good one he wanted, 


‘and without cancellation rights 
‘would be infinitely worse off than 
now. Contracts between affili- 
jates and their producers were 
attacked as being instruments of mo- 
| that the decree, b) 


‘Continued on page 22) 
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SHOWM ANSHIP REPEATS | 


The enthusiasm with which the paying customers are attack-' 
ing the boxoffice to see-hear Walt Disney’ s latest and most 
original screen production, ‘Fantasia,’ in New York, is added 
evidence that nothing which has merit in the form of theatrical 
entertainment ever 1s over the heads of the public. 

‘Fantasia’ is the newest thing in sound pictures—a combina- 
tion of classical music compositions, skillfully played by the) 
Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of Leo-| 
pold Stokowski, synchronized to screen illustrations in the form 
of visual interpretations of the scores. That is what it looks 
like on paper; actually, it is an eye-and-ear show employing the 
newest and most improved RCA recording and reproducing 
equipment yoked to Disney's advanced method of graphic ani- 
mation in color, 


Names of Bach, Tschaikow sky, Dukas, Stravinsky, Beetho- 
ven, Moussorgsky and Schubert, composers whose works form | 
the musical background of ‘l’antasia,’ are more familiar to de- 
votees of symphony and concerts than to the vast film public. | 
To speculate on the reason for the instant success of “Fantasia’) 
is to assume that the source of the musical classics is of little, 
popular interest; on the other hand the sheer emotional and) 
aesthetic charm of the music incites a broad common response. 
On this firm foundation, the Disney pen and pencil staff has'! 
constructed screen pictures of amazing beauty and imagery. | 
The two art forms welded together furnish an entertainment 
that is novel, exciting and stimulating. 

For Disney the venture is far past the experimental stage, 
unless one can imagine a $2,000,000 experiment. ‘That is the} 
figure which the production cost is said to have reached. Large | 
as it is, it by no means represents the showmanship risk, con- 
sidering that it is necessary to equip theatres where ‘Fantasia’ 
is shown with the new electrical sound machinery, without | 
which the film-symphony is impotent. The giant exhibiting | 
facilities presently operating in thousands of theatres must be 
replaced to conform to the presentation requirements of ‘lan- 
tasia’, It is a promotional task which few showmen would dare 
to undertake, 


But the history of business sustains Disney at every 
point. Where some of the larger studios during the 

years have been content to mark time under the harassment of 
the Government’s anti-trust suit, Disney has leaped into the 
future to reclaim a strong grip on creative leadership. The 
resistance he will meet, the obstacles that will be in his way} 
and the concerted apathy he must overcome in time will vanish 
and the new sound mechanism will replace the present standard 
equipment. Other leading directors and producers will be! 
quick to recognize the enhanced values of the new synchroniz-| 
ing. Public interest in films will be heightened, orig’ ‘r audi-| 
ences attracted to the theatres and dramatic 
material discovered. 


show 


past two 


hew sources oO 


The industry at large will profit generously from the Disney 
pioneering. Other reap greater financial rewards through 
adapting his new 


S niay 
methods 

But Walt Disney will receive something more that 
sured money success. As ‘Fantasia’ in city 
under the same careful and expert handling which has m< arked 
the premicre in New York, Disney will have for himself alone 
the enviable thrill of satisfaction that is born of bold theatrical 
sie dabltcacnao 


opens aftet chy, 


Larger Screening Quarters i in Det. 
To Conform With Consent Decree 





Detroit, Nov. 19 
representatives here 


With studio PAR-TRUMBO DICKER 
Opposed : de ( heatre | y 
itahines wecouee z the th gate FLIVS: HE’S NOW AT M-G 


crashers, Max Blumenthal will en- 
large his projection room in the 
Film Exchange Building to handle Deal which 
_ increased attendance induced by itiating with Dalton Trumbo as a! 
a eee under the new con- | SPReusep-Weree has fallen through. 
Blumenthal’s projection room at | He was to produce his own book, 
the present time can only accommo- | ‘The Remarkable Andrew,’ for which 
a 60, far from sufficient in an | Par paid $30,000 last summer, before | 
re Ay BiB it 5 rl ago Mops |it was written. Originally titled | 
along. With the exception of Par- | /%¢ General Stayed in Bed,’ it will | 
amount and 20th, which have their | be published by Lippincott Jan. 29. 
Own projection rooms, all screenings Par 1s making plans to assign an- | 
by exchanges and for the police |other producer to the story, while 
censor use his quarters. Trumbo has been signed by Metro to | 
Arrangement has been made for |screenplay ‘Somewhere [I'll Find | 
the expansion of the screening room | You,’ a newspaper story. He starts 
in the present building, where most |on the lot next week. 
exchanges are centered, up to any Trumbo’s new book is about a| 


~ 


Paramount was nego- 


a required under the new trade ~ | small American town in which An- 
ati policy. |drew Jackson returns to life. Writer | 
xchanges here came to frown /is best known for his ‘Johnny Got | 


(Continued on page 15) | His Gun.’ 


| 000,000 and $16,000,000 for 


| office, studio and theatres. 
result of 


| consultations about production. 


|estate of Douglas 


| annual 


i the studio and one on location 
‘Four Cents a 


| pbriefies: 


-—— 


CLOSER ACCORL 
WITH EXHIBITORS 


a | 





a on Both Coasts 


Emphasize Greater Need 
for Theatre Owners to 
Have Vital Say in Studio 
Production Plans 


$16,000,000 FOR 48 PIX | 


Hollywood, Novy. 19. 

Paramount allotted between $15,- 
the pro- 
duction of its 48-feature schedule for 
1941-1942 at the final session of a 
series of huddles which was attend- 
ed by representatives of the home 
Another | 
the conferences was an 
agreement on closer relations be- 
tween producers and exhibitors. 

Production program for the new | 
season consists of 24 features in the | 
$500,000 class; 16 action pictures | 
ranging $125,000 to $150,000; and | 
eight westerns to be produced oot 
Harry Sherman. Six of the sage- | 
brushers are Hopalong Cassidys and 
two specials. 

Barney Balaban, president, and Y. | 
Frank Freeman, chief of studio op- | 


erations, agreed that the exhibitors | 
were entitled to a stronger voice in 
The 
combined conferees discussed story | 
material for 1941-42, as well as casts, 
titles and directors. | 

In addition to Barney Balaban, | 
the home office was represented by 

(Continued on page 22) 


FAIRBANKS UA 
STOCK WORTH 
$30N,000 


Disposition 





of stock held by the 
Fairbanks is un- 
derstood to have been one of points 
under discussion at United Artists | 
stockholders’ meeting on 
(Tuesd: Ay J but it 
Trustees of the 
approached inform- 
“ing up to 


Coast yesterday 
won't be sold now, 
»state have been 


Cs la 


ally by several sources offe 


$300,000 for it. It was recently) eval- 


uated by the State of California for 
taxpurposes at $500,000, but Fair- 
banks’ attorneys think $300,000 i 
more like actual value under present 
foreign conditions, 

sale now, althoug! 


dispose of it, is 


Delaying stock 


estate would like to 


. a (7 . } 7 Son on 
a technicality imposed by Samuel 
Goldwyn, who claims his stock Is 
>! ° . | + ure ] or 7 fy c 
also for sale, it was learned from ar 
authoritative source Inasmuch as 
tock must be offered to UA’s othe 
whners | re in go to an out 
side or, Gol vn i € 
) 4 f Fait } 
} {¥ 
ns ‘ 
ry + 
\ i é é é 
Goldwyn’s offer in light of pres 


relati r) xrif hin uu} ea 


Four Tee Up at Metro, 
Cameras Grind on Eight 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
sending four new feature 
week, three 


Metro is 
nto production this at 
ers on the lot are 
Word.’ ‘Blossoms in the Dust’ and 
‘Mr. Co-Ed.’ ‘Bad Man’ goes into 
work on the desert near Gallup, 
N.M., making a total of eight before 


| the cameras. 


In addition to the features, the 
Culver City plant is 
‘Behind the Law,’ 
‘The Man Who Changed the 
‘Dark River,’ 


*1-2-3-Go,’ 
World,’ 





No Real Fireworks 


Materialize 


At UA Board Meeting; Reelect 
Same Officers Except Jack Schlaifer 





‘Variety’ in Academy | 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Addition of a collection of film 
reviews from VARIETY, dating | 
from 1925 to the present, brings 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences Library up to 
second rank in data on the pic- 
ture industry. In first place is 
the New York Public Library, 
which has been filing copies of 
VARIETY from the’ beginning. 
Other comparable collections are 
in the Museum of Modern Arts | 
in New York and the Library of 
Congress in Washington, 

On the Academy’s shelves are 
20,000 folders of reference for 
the use of film makers, which , 
will be augmented by _ the 
VARIETY reviews. 





} 
i 


! 





tered in small lots. 


a major 
| Which will effect a retirement 
| present K-A-O stock and 


Start- | 


shooting six} 


| Mickey 
‘Immigration’ and ‘More | 
| Trifles of Importance.’ 





lat the Hote] Ambas: 


{has long 
, against UA 
| Korda, who was expected to squawk, 


| presidency. It is 
; Schlaifer may 
{in a month or so after 


Meehan Wants | 


|company and appointment of Mon- 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Expected fireworks only partially 
| materialized at the annual stock- 
| holders’ meeting of United Artists 
sador here today 
(Tuesday). Only real beef against 
conduct of administrative heads of 
the company, it is understood, came 
from rep of Samuel Goldwyn who 
been the No. 1. feuder 
policies. Alexander 
was Straightened out before 
the meeting, it is said. 

Only major change in election of 
officers and directors was failure to 
rename Jack Schilaifer a vice-presi- 
dent. Schlaifer is western sales- 
manager. Harry Gold, eastern sales 
chief, was duly returned to his vice- 
reported that 
get a v.p. title again 
some confabs 


shortly 


in the east. 


Acceptance of the resignation of 
Lynn Farnol as pub-ad head of the 


/roe Greenthal to step up to the post 


$117. a Share For 
His 18,000 of RKO 


ee 


Prospect of concluding the long 
negotiations with Mike Meehan for 
his K-A-O 6% preferred stock hold- 
amounting to one-third of the 
issue, has been the subject of execu- 
tive committee and directors’ meet- 
ings at RKO during the past few | 
days. Meehan is said to hold 18,000 
shares. Like number is held in RKO 
treasury, with another third 
Meehan reported 
to be asking $117 per share. 

Purpose of purchase is to enable 
refinancing plan, it is said, 
of the 
distribu- 
tion of another security at lower in- 
terest rate. Real estate values of 
theatre properties of K-A-O are es- 
timated at $20,000,000. New finac- 
ing provides for additional working 
capital for RKO. 

Pending conclusion of Meehan ne- 
George J. Schaefer, RKO 
president, has postponed his return 
to the Hollywood st 
is revamping the production setup. 


ings, 


scat- 


~ 


gotiations, 


idios where 


—-- ——— ~~ | 


20th Expects Better 


Final Quarter Report 
Due to Foreign Coin 


Possibility that foreign asset 
' off to the extent of $2.200.000 
the st three quarters tl 
u I< A , vt rted | to U 
for the final quarter 


( 0 1 na id@ a f{ 
i 1} 4 ne f i il a 
{ N if ) i] The i e ) 
the final quarter. Hence, the 
chance for showing a profit of $1 


000,000 or more looms good for t} 
year, according to opinion in Wall 


Street. This is predicated, of course, 


on the feeling that the foreign reve- 
nues and also the National divvy will 
(Continued on page 22) 








Metro Seals Considine 


Hollywood, Nov. 1 
Considine, Jr., renewed his 
with Metro, where he has | 

associate producer since 


Jol tn 
contract 
been an 
1933. 

Currently Considine has ‘Men of 
Boys Town,’ the Spencer Tracy- 
Rooney co-starrer, before 
the cameras and has four more fea- 
tures in preparation. 


| Kelley and Harry 


| was next most important move at 
the meeting. It was otherwise rou- 
tine, with acceptance of usual re- 
ports. 

Murray Silverstone was reelected 
to the post of chief of worldwide 
operation. Vice-presidents renamed, 
'in addition to Gold, Arthur 
Buckley. Direct- 


were 


ors reelected were: 

Charles Schwartz 
lin; Herbert Maas for Mary Pick- 
ford: Steve Pallos for Alexander 
Korda; Dennis F. O’Brien for Doug- 
las Fairbanks estate: James Mulve 
for Samuel Goldwyn. 

The owners who 
meeting were Miss Pickford and 
Korda, with Schwartz representing 
Chaplin; Harry Bardt of the trust de- 
partment of the Bank of America for 
the Fairbanks estate; Mulvey for 
Sam Goldwyn. Also present were 
Silverstone and Harry Muller, 
treasurer of United Artists. 

It was brought out at the meeting 

(Continued on page 20) 


for Charles Chap- 


attended the 


NO XMAS CULL 
FOR 20TH PROD. 


20th-Fox will not slacken produc- 
tion pace during the holiday seaso 
and puts four pictures in work. 
Stdio execs are acting on belief 
spend- 


W ee need coin to match 
ig it. Marks the first time in six 
hasn't kept produc- 
around Christmas 


E. C. GRAINGER PREZ 
OF M.A. SHEA THEATRES 


ind C. Grainger was elected 


"Aart 41,2 | 
years tnis SltuUdIO 


Edm 
president and a member of the di- 
ectorate of the M A. Shea circ 


trustees named by the late cir- 
cult Operator, who died last month. 
Under terms of Shea's will, revealed 
last week, the business will be held 
in trust for 10 years, with specific 
directions to the trustees as to how 
to operate the companies. Grainger 
has been operating head of the chain 
since 1936. 

Besides Grainger, the other trustees 
are Dennis F. O’Brien and Edward 
'C. Raftery. New officers include 
O'Brien, v.p.; Thomas E. Shea, sec.; 
| Raftery, treasurer and assistant sec.; 
A. J. Kearney, assistant sec.; George 
| Goett and Preston G. Tuckerman, 
assistant treasurers. Jack Shea. who 
has been chief booker for years, stays 
in the same position, 

Shea circuit operates 21 theatres 
and also is associated with Warner 
| Bros. in the operation of eight others. 
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Canada’s 1,300 Theatres, Serviced 
~ By 6 Branch Points, Probably Will 


Not Operate 


While the five producer-distribu- 
tors who are party to the consent 
decree will sell film in packages of 
five in the U. S., they are not forced 
to merchandise pictures in that man- 
ner in Canada where all of them 
maintain exchanges. No decision 
has been reached as to how the Ca- 
nadian market will be handled and 
whether or not the new machinery 
to be set up in the States will be 
applied to above the border, but 
doubted that it will. , 


The old system of merchandising 
film on a full yearly basis, with like- 


Under Blocks-of-5 


FROZEN-COIN RULING DUE 


British Say $8,000,000 But May Go 
Up to $12,000,000 











U. S. major company foreign chiefs 
expect to have some ruling by the 
end of this week from the British 
government regarding the American 
distributor frozen coin situation in 
Great Britain. 

Under the terms of an agreement 
for one year, which expired on Oct. 
30, the American companies were 
permitted to withdraw from their 
British film exchanges a total of $17,- 





ly forcing of shorts in Canada, now 
forbidden in this country under the 
decree and subject to arbitration if 
attempted, is expected to remain in 
force for the Dominion. Canada has 
around 1,300 theatres and the dis- 
tributors maintain exchanges in Cal- 
gary, Montreal, Saint John, Toronto, 
Vancouver and Winnipeg. The mar- | 
ket is of considerable importance, 
though the business done by a couple 
of the exchanges, particularly Saint) 
John, is not much. A few distribu- | 
tors operate through exchange sys- 
tems that are of Canadian origin, | 
such as Empire Filrns, in which N. L. | 
Nathanson has an interest, but sell- | 
ing forces are maintained and all 
companies have district managers in 
the country. 


Another interesting angle con-'! 
cerning the distributors under the | 
consent decree is that theatres which | 
some of them control above the bor- | 
der are not in any way involved and 
do not come under arbitration. 


In the event the U. S. should ulti- | 
mately set aside the consent decree 
and press for the divorcement of 
theatres, distribs could still main-| 
tain their exhibition arm in Canada. | 
Paramount, Loew’s and RKO have) 
theatres on the other side of the 
border. Par is the largest operator 
through Famous Players-Canadian, | 
which has around 350 houses across 
the Dominion. 


Jap Curb on US. News 
Reels; More Co-op With | 
Latin-Am. and Canada| 


| 








All American newsreel organiza- 
tions will quit Japan the first of next 
year in compliance with the Nippon- | 
ese decree turning newsreel coverage |} 
over to a government monopoly in| 
that country. After Jan. 1, 1941, any 
U. S. newsreel desiring any clips on 
Japan must purchase them from the 
Jap-controfied newsreel outfits at 
Tokyo. 


Several American newsreel or-|N. Y. last week for a series of home| that the appeal to the higher court 
| office huddles. 


ganizations are contemplating con- 
siderable further expansion in the 


Latin-Americas in an effort to over- | 


come inroads in Europe and else- 
where to their newsreel business. 
Canadian market also may come 
in for additional attention. Better 
cooperation is anticipated in Canada. 


500,000, or approximately one-half of 
the normal, pre-war rentals. 

In discussions over the past few 
months the British government was 
reluctant to extend the agreement 
for a second year for any sum in 
excess of $8,000,000. It is believed 
that a compromise will be reached 
soon, with authorization for the 


| American companies to withdraw 


$12,000,000 during the current year. 
This sum will be divided among the 
major companies in proportion to the 
gross rentals of each company. Bai- 
ances will be retained in British 
banks, 


Woodruff Moves Up 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Frank Woodruff, former radio 
producer and more recently a di- 








| rector at RKO, has been upped from 


the B to the A class. 

Originally assigned to direct ‘Show 
Business,’ Woodruff was replaced by 
Irving Reis and is awaiting a higher- 
budget picture. 


> J 7 . 
She’s Not Missing Santa 
Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
20th-Fox postponed the start of ‘A 
Very Young Lady’ from Dec. 16 to 





| Jen. 6 to permit Jane Withers to en- 


joy the holidays. 

In all her film career the young 
star has never worked during Christ- 
mas week. 
was last year, when ‘Shooting High’ 
was rushed to finish two days ahead 
of Santa Claus. 


WEXLEY’S WB COIN TIFF 
Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
John Wexley has asked Warners to 
release him from his studio writing 
contract, which runs until next 
March. Difficulty is about money. 





Writer recently finished a play for 


the Theatre Guild in New York and 
is currently working on ‘Footsteps in 
the Dark’ on the Burbank lot. 





Sidney Schwartz, Meiro’s traveling 
auditor in the Far East, arrived in 


Her narrowest escape | 


'To Examine ERPI Prez 
In Pacent Trust Suit 


| TT. K. Stevenson, president of Elec- 
‘trical Research Products, Ine., will 
be examined before trial in N. Y. 
federal court today (Wed) in con- 
nection with the $6,000,000 triple 
damage anti-trust suit against ERPI, 
Western Electric Co. and American 
|Telephone & Telegraph by Stanley 
/K. Oldden, assignee of the Pacent 
Electric Co. Suit has been pending 
‘in Federal court since September, 
1935. 

| Plaintiff was in the business of 
manufacturing and distributing mo- 
tion picture accessories and parts, 
and claims it was put out of busi- 
ness in 1933 as a result of monopo- 
listic acts on the part of the de- 
fendants. 


| 


‘Lukor Claims His Golf 











— Course at New City, N.Y., 
Overassessed by 1596 


Nyack, N. Y., Nov. 19. 

An appeal from an order of Su-| 
preme Court Justice Graham Wits- 
chief, denying a motion to quash the 


| writ of certiorari sued out by Adolph 
| Zukor, owner of the properties com- 








|prising the Mountain View Golf 
Club at New City, was filed at the 
| Rockland County courthouse. The 


appeal is made to the Appelate Divi- 
sion by Morton Lexow, counsel for 
the Clarkstown board of assessors, 
named as defendants in the writ, on 
| grounds that the court had no juris- 
| diction. 

| On Sept. 20, Supreme Court Jus- 
|tice M. B. Patterson granted the ap- 
|plication made for the writ. The 
assessors of the town were required 
|by terms of the writ to show how 
they arrived at the assessment levied 
|on Zukor’s extensive holdings. Coun- 
|sel for Zukor contended that even | 
after Zukor asked for reductions in 
his assessment, it was still to high by | 
$159,000. 

Following his appearance before 
the board on grievance day, Zukor, 
through his legal representative, | 
‘claimed his assessment should be 
lowered to $178,500 from the original 
| $278,500 levied by the board. 

Aside from a few reductions made 
after this request, it is claimed, the | 
| board of assessors did nothing more. | 
|The Aug. 30 published assessment 
roll showed, said Zukor’s complaint, | 


Of People and Places — 


By THE SKIRT 





3 4 


Best dressed woman of the week: 
MARLENE DIETRICH 
‘Beven Sinners,’ Rivoli Theatre 











el 
Dietrich In Feathers 

‘Seven Sinners,’ at the Rivoli theatre, is a triumph for Marlene Dietrich 
Universal concentrates principally upon how to bring out the best points 
of this actress. Her clothes made by Irene are the last word. At a dance 
on a battleship Miss Dietrich wears a white crepe gown form fitting with 
an elaborate brilliant embroidery. The headdress is of ghoura feathers 
but when she leaves the ship, by request, it’s missing. Around her shoul. 
ders is a boa made of small white plumes. A skirt of solid silver sequins 
has a bodice of black velvet. There is a white suit with very short skirt 
and coat with diamond studding a yoke. The hat is made of what looked 
like goose feathers. A short black lace dress is worn with an enormous 
hat of the same lace. A parasol is oddly trimmed with brilliants and 
feathers, Then there is Dietrich in a man made white suit singing a navy 





The Silly Opus of Kay Kyser 

‘You'll Find Out’ is Kay Kyser’s picture now showing at the Roxy thea- 
tre. It’s thoroughly silly. Week is only saved by the personal appearance 
of Kyser himself. The screenplay is by James K. Kern and produced by 
David Butler, and they sure did wrong by, probably, this popular radio 
band leader. There are a bunch of young girls in this opus the like of 
which must have come out of some summer stock. If these youngsters are 
being groomed for future pictures, Heaven help pictures, There is one old- 
timer, Helen Kruger, who wanders through the unbelievable proceedings 
in a black velvet gown with silver bands and flowing chiffon hangings. 
Helen Parrish, the young heroine, wears a cloth dress of the tunic fashion, 
off the face hat and carries a sable scarf. A party frock is of white with 
full skirt decorated with three rows of ruschings the same edging the low 
bodice. Ginny Simms in the picture wears some nice frocks with a lame 
close-fitting evening gown a standout. Appearing later in the stage show 
she wears an odd frock, consisting of a very full skirt of purple satin with 
the longed-sleeve bodice of cerise. The Gae Foster girls don’t have much 
chance this week, but they did look nice with scarlet bodices and white net 
skirts. A change is made to orange slacks worn with white blouses edged 
in black. Small white caps had one black quill. Walking on during the 
quiz part of Kyser’s act, the girls donned silk skirts of plaid with blue silk 
tops. 

Letter from Alice Lloyd, England 
Dear Skirt: 

It is ages since I wrote you... but here goes for all my news... . Thanks 
for your letter of sympathy on the death of my dear father, but, although 
we hated to part with him, he has been spared a lot of sorrow with this 
war. ... We would never have got him down in our dugout at night. We 
haven’t been in bed for the last seven weeks. Directly it gets dark the 
sirens go, and we go into the dugout and stay until daybreak. We have a 
shelter built 14 feet below the ground, with two double bunks and three 
Single ones. We take cards down there and play solo or knit, or read until 
we can’t keep awake, lie down and sleep until the all clear sounds, which 
usually goes with daylight. God only knows how long this will last. Lon- 
don has gotten it pretty badly. Several houses around wus have been 
bombed, but touch wood, only a few tiles off our roof, and the locks and 
bolts off the garage have been our only damage. 

I expect you get all the news about the raids. Hasn't America responded 
wonderfully? London is a dead city at night, but in the daytime, although 
they get bombed, it is very lively, and people take no notice of the sirens, 
but go on with their work. I don’t like being out when a battle is on, so I 
tay at home. Our show closed overnight. it all seems very sad to finish so 
abruptly, it was such a lovely show, and it looked like being a record run. 
I met many Americans who remembered me in the old days. 

In one scene we danced the polka, and sometime I'd go in the stalls, and 
one night a lady caught hold of my arm and said she was at my opening at 


that the assessment on his holdings | the Colonial theatre. What a thrill I got out of that! 


| of more than 700 acres, was $270,100. 
|It was charged that this assessment 
| was ‘illegal, erroneous, incorrect, ex- 
cessive and unequal.’ Thereafter, 
| the writ was made returnable on 
| Oct. 18 and then again adjourned. 

| In the meantime, in an effort to 
| test the legality of this procedure, 
ian application was made to Justice 
| Witschief to dismiss the writ. This 
was denied and it is from this order | 


' 


is now being made. 





Add: Film Biz Panaceas 


evidence of which came this month 
when all U. S. reels were invited to | 
cross the border and make their own | 
story on war preparations in that | 
country. It is the first time Ameri. | 
can newsreels have been asked in to | 
make their own story since six years | 
ago when the government set up its | 
own newsree] organization. Previ- Buffalo, Nov. 19. 

ous to that the heavy duties on The exhibitor group of the mo- 
camera crew equipment were so ex- tion picture industry, during the past 


By Sidney 


cessive that they were deemed con-|20 years with uncanny regularity | 


fiscatory and precluding any attempt bas been affronted with situation af- 
to make stories with American out- ter Situation which have made for 
fits. confusion in their business. 


(Counsel, MPTO of N. Y. State) 


The | 











Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Monica Bannister, Barbara Lynn 
and Bonnie Bannon inked stock con- 
tracts at 20th-Fox. 

Howard Koch drew a new script- 
ing ticket at Warners. 

RKO hoisted its player options on 
Wendy Barrie and Ruth Warwick. 

Superior Court approved minor 
contracts between Peggy Diggins, 
Alexis Smith and Warners. 


Charles Winninger penned a con-_ 


tract at Metro. 


Warners renewed Orry-Kelly’s 
pact. ., 

Warners contracted Olympe 
Bradna. 


Thacher decision, the Federal Trade 
Commission proceedings, the pro- 
ducer-distributor theatre acquisition 
program, the cooperative buying 
|movement, the NRA, all in their 
\time were hailed as sure-cures for 
'the industry evils. One after an- 
other they went down to defeat and 
each has created a further decima- 


tion in the ranks of the independent | 


exhibitors. 
Now comes the Consent Decree. 
In the light of past experience the 
indépendent exhibitors can hardly 
be pardoned for examining skep- 
tically the mouth of this new gift 
horse. The exhibitor ranks are now 
so thinned that one more economic 
; upheaval in the business may well 
mean a final coup to the smaller in- 
dependent exhibitor. 

The decree is hailed by the Gov- 


/ernment as affording sure relief for | 


rs 





Exhib Ass’n Attorney Sees the Consent Decree As. 
Latest ‘Sure-Cure’ Attempt, But— 


} 


B. Pfeiffer 


exhibitor ills. 
periences, exhibitors find 
specific clauses in the decree upon 
| the practical effect of which they are 
entirely unable to agree with the 
Government’s assurances. Of one 
thing they are certain. Imposition of 
the decree upon the industry will 
mean increased cost both in selling 
and in the proposed arbitration pro- 
ceedings. No one is foolish enough 
to believe that this cost is going to 
be defrayed by the producer-dis- 
tributors. In the final analysis it 
will be the exhibitor who will pay 
| the freight. 

How It Works Out 


| Tuesday for the Navy. 


| brother, Syd Wood. 
} another in these terrible times. 
| helmets. 
| boys join with me in the old songs 
| farewell dinner in Variety, and what pleasant memories those names 
| brought back to me. 


| perhaps the weakest of the series. 
| leading woman, wearing, first of all, a street dress, simply fashioned in 


t is pretty generally conceded that | 


| about the last dollar in picture ren- 
| tals is now being squeezed out of the 
|}exhibitor. Every candid exhibitor 
,admits that were he compelled to 
live up to the letter of his contracts, 
ireceiving no adjustments, rebates or 
other concessions, he would be forced 
jout of business. Many exhibitors 
jrea 


Tomme has been married a year, and her husband has to report next 
He chose the Navy because his father was a Cap- 
tain in the Mercantile Marine in the last war and was drowned when his 
ship was torpedoed. My niece, May Yorke, has lost her home; also my 
He is living with Daisy; you see, we have to help one 
I am busy knitting scarves, mittens and 
I go occasionally to sing to the troops, and you should hear these 
I read about Charlie’s (Freeman) 


I get a letter now and then from Eddie Darling. The mails are all right 
and I do love to hear from my favorite city. Alice Lloyd. 


Girls in Detective Yarn 
Walter Pidgeon is at the Criterion theatre in another Nick Carter picture, 
Karen Verne, with a slight accent, is the 


tunie style. An evening frock is of white crepe with goid lapels and belt. 


| There is a becoming house coat. 


Joyce Compton, a jittery miss, wears a black silk dress beruffled with 
white organza and an off the face hat showing curl upon curl. Dorothy 
Tree as a sinister stenog is very tailored. A bunch of dress models brought 


| in for atmosphere wore the very latest in evening frocks and wraps. 


Imagination on a Gallop 
Margaret Macy put on a press showing for Bergdorf Goodman that was 
the last word in that type of optical entertainment. The models were 


| unusually beautiful. Among them was Miss Nardi who did that clever 
Aside from past ex- | 
Many | 


fencing act in a show of last season. 

Girls, get out your bed jackets, if it’s unusual, tack it on to a full skirt 
of any flimsy material and its an entrancing evening gown. Housecoats 
of silk prints were worn over dinner and more formal evening gowns. 
Here is imagination run wild. Noted especially were the sloping shoul- 
ders which will probabl the new trend. The gowns with fine shir- 
rings seemed to be the most popular. 


y be 


Complaint About Football 

College football seems to have changed. Strange sight to see Yale me! 
patting Princeton men when they made an outstanding play and vice versa. 
All so very friendly Saturday at Princeton. The stands were not the colorful 
sight of former years. There was little color. There was a time when the 
Yale stands were a flood of violets, and Princeton laden down with yellow 
chrysanthemums. Saturday’s crowd looking from the Princeton side saw 
quite a drab picture. The Yaleites were in gray or brown, and many mink 
coats showed up, with a few racoons. Princeton rooters were in much the 
same type of dress. 





Their Favorite Recipes: 
(Joe Cook’s Hollow Chili Concarne) } 
One pound ground beef, one pound fresh pork, two medium-size chopped 


; onions, One chopped green pepper, one tablespoon olive oil, one tablespoon 
| butter, one large can of tomatoes, four cans red kidney beans, two level! 


dily admit that only the practice , 


tablespoons of chili powder, one pint water, garlic to taste, salt and pepper. 
Saute: garlic, onions and green peppers in olive oil and butter. Add ground 
meat and chili powder, salt and pepper to taste, and fry golden brown. 


|prevailing between distributors and | Add large can tomatoes, kidney beans and pint of water and simmer for 


|exhibitors in which the exhibitor 


(Continued on page 20) 


| 


half hour. The secret of success is letting it get cold and warm at serving 
time, 


, ; 
: 
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Levitimate Jukepixers Fear They'll 


Suffer From Smut Film Sharpshooters 





Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Unless the slot filmers rid their 
ranks of shoestringers after fast 
cleanup via lewd films, repercussion 
will shake the entire foundation of 
the new industry, a survey by Dairy 
Vanizty discloses, The parent-teach- 
ers organizations of Los Angeles and 
Glendale have launched censorship 
moves and will seek legislation to 
regulate 16 mm. output. 

Hollywood picture makers fear 
guch move may have far-reaching 
effects and smite them along with 
those responsible for wave of shady 
films. 

Projector manufacturers and 
goundie producers have launched a 
campaign to clean house of unde- 
sirables and will cooperate with 
forces bent on cleanup. More than 
40 franchise-holders operating juke- 
boxes in this vicinity have banded 
together to eliminate those smirch- 
ing industry with immoral films. 


Slotfilm operators fear that unless 
the evil is quickly curbed the whole 
industry will be thrown into dis- 
repute and forced to submit to regu- 
latory measures. Producers of most 
objectionable subjects hide identity 
in anonymity. 





Anticipating Jukers 
Milwaukee, Nov. 19. 
Although juke pix have not yet 
been shown in Milwaukee, some 


tavern keepers are already dickering | 


for the gadgets and the city fathers 
are already setting up machinery to 
regulate the new industry ‘when, as 
and if.’ 


Alderman T. E. Wedemeyer, who | 


says his aim is to prevent racketeer- 
ing and the showing of questionable 
pictures, introduced an ordinance in 


the common council this past week | 


to license the distributors of the new 
projection equipment. 


‘LADY BE GOOD’ ON 
M-G MUSICAL SLATE 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Metro bought the George Gersh- 
win musical comedy, ‘Lady Be 
Good,’ to be made into a picture with 
Eleanor Powell, Ann Sothern and 
Tony Martin in the top roles. 

Producer and director jobs are 
assigned to Arthur Freed and Busby 
Berkeley, who produced and di- 
rected ‘Strike Up the Band.’ 


a 


IS THAT SO? 


Pie Producers Learn All Is Not 
Spanish in S. A. 














Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


Film producers are learning that | 
speak | 


not all 
Spanish. 


South 
National 


Americans 


lingo of Brazil, 


the biggest country on the southern | 


continent, is Portuguese 

Following the lead of 20th-Fox, 
which is filming ‘Road to Rio,’ Edgar 
Selwyn at Metro is preparing ‘Epi- 
sode in Lisbon’ with a Portuguese 
angle to capture the Brazilian trade 


Thurber’s Eye Operation 
Keeps Him From 20th Lot 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
James Thurber defers reporting at 





20th-Fox to adapt his comedy, ‘My | 


— and Hard Times,’ until recovered 
rom a recent optic operation in the 
east. 

Nunnally Johnson will produce and 
screenplay Thurber’s draft. 


Spread Out, Men 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
_ Ground was broken on the Uni- 
Me lot for a new 10-suite office 
a ding and two new office bunga- 
Ows to relieve overcrowding among 
Producers, directors and writers. 
Space formerly used for a park- 








ing lot will be occupied by the new | 


buildings, 


al 





bd 


It Ain’t for Us 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Operator of a swank hotel in 
Palm Springs was tickled pink 
when a film company approached 
him for a location site in and 
about his lobby and palm grove. 
It cost him plenty to refurbish 
the architecture and manicure 
the surrounding foliage. When 
he read the script hfs ears turned 
from pink to purple. It called 
for various forms of felony from 
mayhem to manslaughter, not 
calculated to charm the high- 
paying winter guests. 

The troupe was shunted to 
a less expensive resort in a dis- 
tant palmy valley. 





Ecstasy Okay 
Is a Surprising 











Albany, N. Y., Nov. 19. 


| past four years by the motion pic- 
| ture division of the State Education 
| Department, the Commissioner of 
| Education, the courts and the Board 
of Regents, ‘Ecstasy’ has finally re- 
ceived an OK from 
The latter, acting upon recommenda- 
tion 


viously rejected 1939 and 1940 edi- 
tions, holding with director Irwin 





versions 
The Appellate Divi- 
upheld the Re- 


the same as 
thumbed down. 
sion unanimously 


| gents, as that court had once before. | 


| Two months ago, however, Eureka 
Productions, through its president, 
Jack Haupt, obtained permission to 


submit for inspection another print | 


which would be considerably 
changed from the others, it 
derstood here 


Recommended Permit 


was Uunl- 


A committee consisting of Vice- 
chancellor William J. Wallin of 
| Yonkers (substituting for Susan 
| Brandeis), Dr. George J. Ryan and 


| Gordon Knox Bell of New York saw 
a screening of the new version. They 
|'recommended to full board that a 
| permit be granted. Word of the okay 
|caused some surprise in view of the 
|opinion several times unofficially 
| voiced that to receive approval the 
film probably would have to be 
changed almost beyond recognition. 

The ‘Ecstasy’ case has 
for the longest period in 
of New York State licensing of pic- 


been fought 
the history 


tures, the matter dating back to 
September, 1936. The film, made in 
Czechoslovakia, originally was called | 
‘Extase’ and was the vehicle which 
first won widespread attention for 
| Hedy Lamarr (then known as Hedy 


Keisler). A nude swimming sequence 
was the big attention-getter. How- 
ever, the frowned on the pic 
ture generally as ‘obscene, immoral, 
etc. 

The Regents’ action {n greenlight- 
ing a permit, following upon the 
| heels of recent similar action in 


mpd 


|*Remous’ or ‘Whirlpool’ (another 
| foreign-made feature repeatedly 
nixed) and in ‘Fools of Desire,’ is 


considered by some observers as sig- 
nificant. Like ‘Ecstasy’ those two 
had to undergo a lot of shearing be- 
i fore the go-ahead was forthcoming. 





‘Bouncer’ for Burton 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Director assignment on ‘The 
Bouncer and the Lady,’ to be pro- 
'duced by Sol M. Wurtzel at 20th- 
Fox, goes to David Burton. 
Stanley Rauh is doing the script 
'for an early January start 





| 
} 


Reversal in N. Y. 


Kayoed numerous times during the | 


the Regents. | 


of a three-man subcommittee, | 
have approved for licensing, what is | 


understood to be a drastically re- | 
vised version. The Regents pre- 


Esmond that they were substantially | 
heretofore | 


WOULD REVISE 





Actors All the Breaks 





Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


with Screen Actors Guild. While 
the fight has not yet been brought out 
into the open, there have been under- 
cover rumblings from many agencies 
on the Strip. The bookers claim the 
current agreement gives every pro- 
tection to the actors, and little or 
none to the thousands of dollars the 
actor representatives have invested 


‘contributed to the building up of a 
player. 
The present tiff between Myron 





‘Selznick and Carole Lombard may | 


| bring the situation to a head. Miss 


Lombard is demanding cancellation | 


of her contract on the grounds that 
|Selznick has not properly repre- 
sented her, after promising to devote 
ihis personal attention to her busi- 
{ness. The petition is being heard by 
lan arbitration board which has au- 
thority to order cancellation of her 
contract. Charges and_ counter- 
charges have been hurled back and 
forth. 


Probed Selznick 
Not satisfled with questioning wit- 
nesses about the manner in which 
| the Selznick agency conducts its 
| business, the board has probed into 
the personal affairs and conduct of 
Selznick himself. He was questioned 


| ete. 
admitted losses totaling $125,000, but 
to have countered with the question 
of what that had to do with whether 
ia client was given proper represen- 
tation by his agency. Selznick con- 


tends that he has devoted his per- 
sonal attention to Miss Lombard’s 
affairs, that his agency has nego- 


tiated many profitable deals for the 
| actress, and that her present top sal- 
lary level was reached under the rep- 
resentation of his agency. 

It is understood that Miss 
bard is seeking the cancellation wi 
the idea of tossing her business 
Nat Wolff, who represented 
radio. She is the second top playe1 
to break with Selznick, Kay Francis 


Lom- 
th 
to 
for 


her 


+ 
— 





GUILD CLAUSES: 


Selznick-Lombard Case. 
Causes Many Leading. 
10%ers to Protest—Aver 
SAG Franchising Gives) 


OTHER LABOR MATTERS | 


Many leading film agents are clam- | 
oring for revision of the cancellation | 
clauses in their franchise agreement | 


in their business, especially the coin | 


|a half years to handling exploitation | 


in detail about his gambling losses, | 
The agent is reported to have} 


having recently secured cancelling 
of her contract with the agency. | 
Other big agents are said to have 
become apprehensive that their 
clients may be enticed away, and 
that under the present liberal con- 
cellation clauses they would have 


little chance of holding them 


AFL Angle in Fight 
For Control of Extras 


1 


The current fight vetween the 
Screen Actors Guild board of di- 
rectors and the Guild Council for 
contro] of the 7,000 fi extras ha 
spread to the American Federation 


of Labor. After the board demanded 
cancellation of committees appointed 
by Council Chairman Harry Mayo to 
;contact the AFL and the National 
Lebor’ Relations Board, Council 
members announced the two groups 
would be contacted by them as in- 
dividuals. Several Council members 
contacted Meyer Lewis, western di- 
(Continued on page 20) 





Riding the Bars 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Tex Ritter westerns grow more 
|musical under the new policy at 
| Monogram. ‘Under Texas Stars,’ now 
'in production, has eight songs, an 
increase of five over the last release. 
Star is slated to sing three ditties 








WB Invasion of Sparks’ Florida 
Theatre Territory Said to Stem 
~ Froma Product Schism I) Yrs. Ago 





* 





IA Presses Prods. 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


Invasion of the exhibition field in 
Florida by interests assertedly backed 
by Warner Bros., one of the most 
daring moves over made as result of 
inability to reach accord on a prod- 
uct deal, is scored by Fred Kent, 
general counsel for the E. J. Sparks- 
Paramount circuit operating in that 
State. 

A week ago an official announce- 
ment, sent out by Warners, stated 
that the St. Johns Amusement Co. 
had been formed for the purpose of 
organizing a chain in Florida and 
'that Arthur J. Siegel would be its 
operating head. Siegel is a nephew 
of Major Albert Warner, one of the 
founders of the company, and, until 
St. Johns Amusement was set up, he 


Farnol Leaves UA 
| had been attached to the theatre de- 
| partment of Warners on statistics in 
all . reen a ‘connection with the U. S. anti-trust 
e 3 “suit on which a consent decree had 


: been entered. He was formerly in 
the indie exhibition field in New 
| ac as ea York, in association with Max A. 
| Cohen of the Cinema circuit, and also 
| had some theatres of his own in New 
Jersey, 
| The threat of new competition for 
| Sparks at the hands of Warner Bros. 
follows trouble between the two a 





Ten IATSE studio locals are 
pressing the producers for im- 
mediate opening of negotiations 
on wages, 
conditions 
workers. 

In a letter to Pat Casey, the 
studio execs draw fire for failure 
to adjust alleged contract viola- 
tions. 


hours and working 


| for 10,000 industry 
{ 














Stating that he offered to resign at 
least six times in the past six months, 


Lynn Farnol will leave United | Year and a half ago, since when WB 

: _ re pictures have been shut out of tl 
Artists ‘ blicity-advertising | 1e 
At +i8ts 88 PENNY tyhg |Sparks houses. Efforts were made 
director Jan. 1, although his three- 


| again this past selling season to get 
‘together with Sparks, but no head- 
| Way was made, the announcement 
from WB that Florida would be in- 
vaded having followed. 
Plans Are Vague 

Whether or not a circuit of any 
importance or size will be built up 
in behalf of Warners in Florida, play- 
ing this company’s product and any- 
thing else it can get, remains to be 
seen. Kent stated that he knew a 
theatre was being built in Jackson- 
ville, stronghold of the Sparks cir- 
cuit, but could not venture a guess 


year contract has several months to 
go. Monroe Greenthal, whom Far- 
nol succeeded as UA pub-ad head, 
returns to the top spot, after having 
been restricted for the past two and 


and advertising. 

Greenthal will take over his new 
post Dec. 1, although Farnol will 
stay on for the extra month. Present 
exploitation head will plane to the 
Coast Saturday (23) for confabs with 
UA chief Murray Silverstone and 
producers prior to taking over the 


: ( rhe ig , 
top spot. 9 7 Ne hat og oe riage 
, vr iat. Apparently, meantime, there is 
ar S ; ans may finalize : : : . 
Farnol’s future plans may no inclination on the part of the 


today or tomorrow (Thursday), hav- 
ing to do with industrial exploitation 
and merchandising. He has been 
associated in the past with the Gen- 
eral Motors’ Futurama ballyhoo at 
the N. Y. World’s Fair, when it first 
premiered in 1939, and, because of 
his past close associations with } 


Sparks circuit to get scared. 

The Sparks chain, controlled 50% 
by Sparks and 50% by Paramount, is 
one of the most ‘powerfui in the 
country and under expansion plans 
which were laid prior to the break 
with Warners, its size will be brought 
to around 115 theatres. It may reach 
120 if all building are fully 
carried out 

Kent declared that in Jacksonville 


I Nor- 
man Bel-Geddes, who conceived the 
Futurama, it is presumed Farnol’s 
field in commercial products, 


plans 


new 


displays and exhibits will be linked 


: itself, first point of invasion by St 
to Bel-Geddes, who is even more |, e ; - “ 
: . 4 3 Johns Amusement Co.. the Sparks 
active as an industrial designer than “ah , : 
. i eircuit was building three houres 
as a scenic artist for the amusement ; - 
+ : ‘ He stated that this had not been 
field, indoor or outdoor, . é 
done before because independent 
Murray Silverstone, on the Coast, |exhibs in the neighborhoods were 


confirmed Farnol’s resignation, sup- 


: taking care of the situation, but that, 
plemented by his statement that ‘at 


with the remarkable growth Jack- 


the conclusion of his work with | sonville has enjoyed, Sparks had de- 

UA, it will enable Farnol to develop | ojigeq to expand in conformity with 

a new type of personalized exploita- | 45 jncreased market Also a large 

tion and publicity without the bur- | army camp (Camp Sland) is being 

den and routine of a large depart- built at Jacksonville. 

ment and organization. It is rk A new house is under construction 
which Farnol has long been in-| at Lake Wales, and during the past 

e ted.’ month Spa has added theatres to 

‘Streamline’ Ringling Circus its chain in Orlando, Tallahassee and 

Possible tieup with Farnol’ ae- (Continued on page 15) 

parture from UA is seen in an an- o sacniiaaeasinaeeitibicielaadias 

nouncement from Miami yesterday " 

(Tuesday) that Bel Geddes nas M th R p d 

been retained ‘to streamline’ the ar a aye S a 

R Brothers, Barnum & Bailey 


— ~ | To Pitch Coast Stager 


a group of his tech-| 
nicians from New York were with 
the circus in St. Petersburg, Fla., ‘Hits and Bits of 1941,’ a stage mu- 
all of last week. They planned over- <cicg) to be produced by Pete Reed 
haul of the big show from one end Martha Raye’s dad. is slated to open 
to the other, including design of @ in Hollywood early in the new year. 
new tent which will do away with Lee Shaw, film writer, is doing the 
center poles and permit it to be script and Martha's brother, Buddy 





Geddes and 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


raised in half the present time, a Raye is working on the musical 
|} well as provide for air-condition-| ceore : 

ing 

ng. 





| New seating arrangement will be | 
worked out, Geddes said, ‘to present | MISS SHEARER BACK WEST 
|a different style of circus,’ which will| Norma Shearer is scheduled to re- 
| enable thrill acts to be presented at turn to the Coast today (Wednesday) 
jfaster tempo and spectators to see after a week in New York. She was 
|better. Auxiliary tents, costuming | accompanied by her mother, 

{of performers and attendants, pre- Miss Shearer's next assignment {s 


and Cal Shrum and his Rhythm | sentation of animals and lighting will ‘The World We Make’ at Metro, No 
; Rangers do the rest. 


lalso be redesigned. ‘starting date has been set, 
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Tucson Back to Normal After Hectic 


‘Arizona’ Premiere in Five Houses 





By BILL BROGDON 
Tucson, Nov. 19. 

Peace and quiet returned to this 
Arizona town Sunday (17) as the 
natives sped the last of the Holly- 
wood visitors on their way home and 
settled back to recover from one of 
the most hectic and strenuous events 
ever pulled in the city limits of Tuc- 
son. Columbia had every intention 
of taking over Tucson for the world 
premiere of the Wesley Ruggles pro- 
duction, ‘Arizona,’ but instead Tuc- 
sonians took over_the guests and 
showed them a special brand of 


western hospitality that will require | 
SO | 


several days for recuperation, 
lustily did the natives do their part 
in helping launch the picture’s ex- 
ploitation campaign and theatre bow. 

Columbia escaped with a compara- 
tively small cost for what amounted 
to a state-wide cooperative celebra- 
tion, Arizona and Tucson loosening 
the purse strings to take care of nec- 
essary budget. Columbia’s national 
exploitation cost, though, because of 
five Kate Smith broadcasts and one 


Vox Pop airing, the transportation | 


for h.o. executive division managers, 
studio representatives and film per- 
sonalities, ran into a considerable 
figure, which will compare with ex- 
penditures by other companies for 
such out-of-town junkets. Arizona 
and Tucson proved themselves gen- 
erous hosts by coin outlay for the 
press in transportation, lodging and 
entetrainment, sharing budget with 
the studio, in addition to arrange- 
ments for various exhibits, parades, 
etc., strictly on their own. 
20th-Fox Cut In 

Columbia, making 
into the ranks of studios holding pre- 
mieres out of town, had to share a 
small portion of ‘Arizona’s’ space- 
gathering with 20th-Fox’s radio de- 
partment, which managed to cut in 
on the Friday night Kate Smith 
broadcast with a plug for its ‘Tin Pan 
Alley.’ Following announcement 
near end of program that next week’s 
picture to be plugged with be ‘Tin 
Pan Alley,’ Mack Gordon, flown here 
from the Coast by 20th, presented 
Ted Collins with a plaque from ‘the 
music men of Tin Pan alley,’ in ap- 
preciation for his cooperation with 
songsters. 


Was put over Saturday (16) after- | house in town wired for flickers. meuter’ 

, wh lane, ‘the | 1929 RKO leased it for first-run pic- | EULETS, tne J ; : 
ce nt See fee c 4 | tivity division is working with United 
| Artists in putting out a similar guide 


20th-Fox Tin Pan Alley Special,’ 
took off for Hollywood with Gordon 
and members .of the Kate Smith 
troupe. 

Home office executives of Colum- 
bia present for the premiere were 
Harry and Jack Cohn, Nate Spingold, 
Abe Montague, Lou Weinberg, Max 
Weisfelt, Lou Astor and Rube Jack- 
ter. Division managers attending in- 


cluded Jerome Safron, Sam Galanty, | 


Phil Dumas, Carl Shalit nad Bob 
Hill. Players included Jean Arthur, 
Warren William, William Holden, 
Charlie Ruggles, Rita Hayworth, Jack 


its first entry | 


Jones and state officials in the Pio- 
loner Society Rooms of the Univer- 
isity of Arizona. They then partici- 
pated in the Southwest Pioneers on 
Parade, garbed in old-time costumes 
and touring the town’s streets on 
horseback, in ancient wagons, ox 
carts and buggies. Following 
Kate Smith broadcast at 6 p.m., mem- 
bers of the press were hosted by 
Harry Cohn at a dinner, and then 
left to attend one of the five theatres 
holding first screenings of ‘Arizona.’ 

Under m.c. Charlie Ruggles, film 
'names were brought on at each house 
for a short bow, horseplay and gen- 
eral salute to Tucson, the state, and 
| those responsible for a rousing good 
itime. Ruggles, now an old hand at 
|m.c.ing out-of-town events, sold the 
| personalities to the audience in top 
‘form. He was also official represent- 
ative for his brother, Wesley, who is 
lnow vacationing in Mexico, After 
‘the screenings, majority of the vis- 
istors took in the ‘Premiere Western 
| Ball’ at the Santa Rita hotel, dancing 
'to Jimmie Grier‘s music. 








Goldman’s Erlanger, 
Philly, to Oppose WB 


In Downtown Pix Belt 





Philadelphia, Nov. 19. 

Largest central city theatre deal 
since Warners opened years ago was 
the leasing on Saturday of the 
$2,500,000 Erlanger’ theatre to 
William Goldman, indie operator of 
a chain of picture houses in eastern 
| Pennsylvania. This is the first time 





| an indie operator has invaded the | 


|downtown first-run field. A dozen 
| years back, Goldman first came here 
'from St. Louis to become general 
; manager of the Stanley-Warner cir- 
cuit system in this area, resigning in 
1933 to organize his own chain. 
Goldman will give the house a 
ilegit fling for this season and then 
make it a first-run pic competitor to 
the WB chain. House has been a 
legiter but dark for the most time 
with bookings few and far between. 





tures, in 1932 reverting back to legit 
with ocasional pictures, notably the 
| Charles Chaplin pix. 

| Under the Goldman aegis, Er- 
| langer relights Nov. 25 for the U. of 
|P. Mask and Wig show, ‘High As a 





| Kite,’ booking set prior to Goldman’s 


taking over. House originally 
= in 1927 with Fred Stone ap- 
pearing in ‘Criss Cross.’ 

| The lease was consummated by 
|Heymann & Bros., realtors, who 
| represented the Pennsylvania Co., 


| trustees under the first mortgage is- | 


| 
|sue. Terms were not announced but 


Holt, Mary Carlisle, Porter Hall, Paul the lease is for a long term. House 


Harvey, Johnny Mack Brown, Fay 
Wray, Paul Lukas, Regis 


Toomey, 
Florence Rice, Glenn Ford, Melvyn | later 


|was named after Abraham Lincoln 
Erlanger, who first operated it, in 
years operated by Samuel 


Douglas, Guy Kibbee and Clarence | Nirdlinger. 


Budington Keliand, 


zona, 


Harry and Jack Cohn, 


respective headquarters. 


urday (23). 
48-Hour Fiesta 


At the stroke of midnight Thursday 
(14) Tucson reverted to the pioneer 
48-hour 
fiesta that only the hardiest could |they’ll promote a ‘Laugh Week’ 
keep up. Natives had been practicing |conjunction with rele 
when prelimi- 
naries got underway, but the visitors 
had no such pace-fixing start to help 
carry them through their short stay 
Only hitch in Tucson’s plans 
was the closing of gambling at Old 


town of 1860 to launch 


a 
a 


since Monday (11), 


here. 


miles from town, after kicks from 
Pressure was | Working in the third of the present | 
brovght to bear, though, and bars | season’s sagebrushers, ‘Along the Rio 


the reform element. 


author of the | 
story and part-time resident of Ari- 


Spingold, 
Montague, Jackter and Jerome Saf- 
ron all headed for Hollywood for stu- 
dio confabs before returning to their 
Montague, 
general sales manager, Jackter, as- 
sistant, and Safron, western division 
manager, will attend a regional sales 
meeting in San Francisco next Sat- 





Back to Laughs 


Return of Hal Roach to produc- 


tion of the slapstick type comedy, 


with which he gained fame in silent 
days, will be plugged in the 
paign for ‘Road Show’ 


; that manner. 
' 


United Artists, the distribs and 
Roach are understood planning 
spend heavy coin in publicity and 


exploitation. Among other things 





Glued to the Saddle 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


the | 


Further space grabbing | Seating 2,000, it’s the only legit | Streamlined Teachers’ 


in classroom work on ‘A Dispatch from | 


cam- 
Picture, 
which is said to be made ona frankly 
slapstick basis, will be advertised in 


in 
ase of the film. 


|Schine Theatres Off Air 
But May Return Later 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 19. 
Rochester Schine theatres will 
drop daily radio program over 
WSAY next Friday after six months 
run. May try it over another sta- 
tion after an interval. Fifteen min- 


ute program originated in the Riv- | 


era theatre, emceed by Bob Meagher 
and included organ, am soloists and 
ticket giveaways. 

First extended air-theatre effort 
here, program attracted considerable 
| attention. 





Grad Sears’ 20th Year 
With WB, Key of Sales 
Drive; Dec. 22-April 19 


Another sales drive is scheduled 
|for Warners this year to commemo- 
‘rate Grad Sears’ 20th year with this 
|eompany and First National, which 
it acquired 12 years ago. The sales 
push was discussed among district 
| managers at a recent meeting called 
|in New York by Sears to discuss dis- 
|tribution matters generally, includ- 
ing the consent decree. 


| The drive begins Dec. 22, and will 
|be spread over 17 weeks, ending 
April 19. A total of $25,090 in prizes 
will be awarded to the men showing 
the best results. 


This year a different system of 
| grading and determining award-get- 
(ters will be inaugurated, with the 
first 12 weeks of the drive to serve as 
/a qualifying period. The company’s 
/exchanges in Canada, as well as 





‘those in this country, totaling 27, | 
| ¢ ry, Wane | Strand to H. G. Carroll Theatre, Inc., | 


was begun in supreme court here | 


| will participate. Final five weeks of 


| the drive will be between surviving | 


exchanges in the 12-week competi- 
tion, but with results to be deter- 
| mi 
| ness, 

Branches qualifying for the final 
five weeks will be split into two 
| teams, west-south and the east, plus 
|Canada. In addition to prizes for 
the winning division among the two, 
there will be prizes for district man- 
agers, branch managers, etc. 








‘Thief’ to Emulate ‘Reuter’ 
On Schoolroom Ballyhoo 


Following the success of the new 
Guide for 


the Hays office school ac- 


| on “Thief of Bagdad.’ Lynn Farnol is 
| checking on the cost of making up 
such a guide and the scenes-from- 
the-picture film strip in color for this 


Pictorial Events made the Teach- 
| 


plies brief printed lecture for some 


50 scenes on the picture to be used | 


|in classroom. activity. Guide also 
contains a large layout of typical 
| shots from the picture. Use of the 


Idea behind the whole setup is that 
it reaches the school audience in a 
dignified manner. 


Pathe’s 30th Anni 


Pathe newsreel’s 30th anniversary 





| 





this month is being plugged by the | 


RKO publicity department with art 
work taken from typical 
yarns in the last 30 years, plus ex- 
planatory publicity. Photos 
Charles Pathe, founder of the reel. 
also have received a good break in 
the nation’s press. 


Fact that the first issue of Pathe | 


News came out in November, 1910, 


to| also is being accorded publicity by 


the Embassy, Airlines and other 
newsreel theatres in New York. 


| Rep Rustles Rustics 
Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

| Republic is putting on another 
rustic feature, ‘County Fair,’ to fol- 


_RKO signed Tim Holt to star in low its recently completed ‘Barn- 
Tucson, authentic set erected by Co- ‘iX more westerns for the 1941-42| yard Follies.’ Armand Schaefer is 
lumbia for filming of the picture 14 | PTosram. 
Currently the cowboy actor is @nd Stuart McGowan, 


were again dropped, so visitors could | Grande.’ 


have their games of chance Friday 
After the cere- 
mony at midnight Thursday, guests 
were treated to a ‘menudo’ (Mexican 
dish concocted around a base of 


and Saturday nights. 





FIRS? CHEER FOR NEB. 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Richard Rowland’s ‘Cheers for 


tripe), and entertainment that lasted | Miss Bishop,’ localed at the Univer- 


until dawn. In addition, a Mexican 
fiesta 
City Hall park. 

Visitors were the luncheon guests 
Friday of Governor R. T. ‘Bob) 


re 


was staged ail night in the | miere at 


| Sity of Nebraska, is slated for a pre- 

Lincoln, Neb., early in 

| February. 
Pictug’ is 

| United Artists. 


being released by 


producing from a script by Dorrell] 


Other bucolic yarns lining up for 
Schaefer production are ‘Arkansas 
Judge’ and ‘False Witness.’ 





HUMORING MARS 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Olivia de Havilland, George Brent 
and Jeffrey Lynn share top spots in 
\‘Miss Wheelwright Discovers 
'America,’ a humorous war story at 
Warners. 

Filming starts next month 
Kurt Bernhardt directing. 


with 


ned over the entire 17 on busi- | 


ers’ Guide on ‘Reuter’s’ which sup- | 


stills, shown on classroom screen, is | 
a trailer for the screen production. | 


newsreel 
| 


of 


Hamrick’s Changes, Jensen's Seattle 
Powwow; Other Theatres-Exchanges 








Seattle, Nov. 19. 

John Hamrick reports the follow- 
ing Hamrick-Evergreen managerial 
| changes here: Clyde Strout, assistant 
/mgr. at Paramount, becomes mgr. of 
/Blue Mouse; Fax Duncan, mgr. at 
Blue Mouse, new assistant to Dan 
| Redden at Paramount; Marvin Fox, 
assistant mgr. at Coliseum, now 
manager of that house, succeeding 
former megr.. Bill Hamrick, trans- 
ferred to offices of John Hamrick. 
Bill will be utility worker, cooperat- 
ing with various house managers and 
on other detail matters. Bill, a 
nephew of city mgr. John Hamrick, 
started with him 15 years ago as 
doorman. 
| Claude S. Jensen of Portland, long 
|partner of John von Herberg, here 
'to confer on the Jensen-von Herberg 
| string. Most recent addition is the 
|400-seater at Renton, nearby coal 
j}and industrial burg. Joining in the 
|conference is LeRoy Johnson, gen. 
'mgr. for J-vH, just returned to Seat- 
| tle after month’s trip in east. 


| Robert Heitmiller succeeds Chas. 
| Barnes as assistant to Jerry Ross, 
'manager of Palomar (Sterling) and 
| vaude supervisor for the John Danz- 
| Sterling chain in Seattle. Barnes re- 
ported going to Northland Trans- 
portation Co., operating three pas- 
senger steamers between Seattle and 
Alaska, during tourist season, as 
| booker for bands. His resignation 
| was submitted two weeks ago and 
| finally accepted. 





Strand, Rochester, Suit 
| Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 19. 
A move 


to void lease of the 


| last week by Mrs. Florence L. Purdy, 
| of Ithaca, a stockholder in the Estate 
| ot Kate C. Curtis, Inc., owner of the 
building. She” charges that 
brother and two sisters conspired 
with the Carroll firm to divert prof- 
its that should have gone to the 
| estate, 

The lease was made two years ago 
after Howard G. Carroll severed 
connections with Schines as city 

| manager of local houses. Carroll is 


|president and general manager of | 


| the theatre corporation with Henry 
|E. Curtis, Trevose, Pa., secretary; 
Mrs. Katherine C. Widman, of Roch- 
| estes, vice-president; Mrs. Jennie C. 
| Bertsch, treasurer. 
| kin of complainant. 
Mrs. Purdy claims the Curtis estate 
has been damaged $100,000 and she 
| herself $25,000. She asks that the 
jlease be declared fraudulent and 
a and seeks an accounting. 


| Strand is a downtown subsequent | 


}run house. 


| E. M. Loew’s Embassy goes dark 
| without any immediate prospects 
after try with sex films. Manager 


Hy Rodman stays in town pending 
possible deal. Plans for burlesque 
reportedly met local opposition. 
Plaza, acquired by Schines 
Webster theatre deal, will 
closed. Move to reopen 
shuttered since death 


in 


Majestic, 


of Morris 


Zimmerman last spring, fell through. | 


Wilby-Kincey’s New One 
Spartanburg, S. C., Nov. 19. 
Construction on Criterion, Wilby- 
Kincey’s fourth local unit, starts 
Jan. 1. 


announces be 


house will 
seater, air-conditioned. 
| New Charles theatre, Charles 
|Rook owner-manager, under con- 
struction at Montgomery, Ala., opens 
} soon, 
Ritz, razed by $5,000 fire at Union. 
S. C., still dark. 
_ Everglades, Belle Glade, Fla., be- 
| ing remodeled and re-equipped. 
Lafayette, Lafayette, Ala., gets new 
sound, redecorating. E. M. Jennings 
manager. High Theater Corp., Nor- 
folk, chartered at $25,000. A. E. 
Lichtman, Washington, president. 
Dudley Williston has bought Dixie. 
Louisville, dark several months. 
Strand, Columbia, S. C.. Wilby- 
Kincey house, razed in recent $10,000 
fire, being rebuilt. Reopens in about 
five weeks. 
| City Judge R. G. Cobb has de- 
|clared Fayetteville, N. C., ordinance 
| barring Sunday shows void on Satur- 
day night run-overs. He absolved 
Leon Gibson, Broadway theatre 
manager, booked on charge of allow- 
ing Saturday night film to run over 
on seventh day time. Decision viewed 
| 4S possibly paving way for full-time 
Sunday shows. 


800-900 





, San Francisco, Nov. 19. 
Resignation of D. J. McNerney, 
United Artists branch manager, who 
will devote his time to theatre in- 
terests in partnership with Joe 
Blumenfeld, spotlights the compli- 

cated interlocking of circuits here. 
In several situations Blumenfeld 
shares his interest with the Golden 
Gate circuit, particularly around 
| Sacramento. In many others he is 
; the major opposish to Fox-West 
Coast, which happens to own be- 
tween 21%, and 25% of Golden State. 
| Yet F-WC and GS individually are 
| bitter opposish in other spots, among 
i'them San Jose , 
} Entirely unconnected 





with Blu- 


her | 


Latter trio are | 


remain } 


City Manager R. B. Talbert | 


menfeld or F-WC is the Nasser Bros 
circuit, but Nasser and Golden State 
each has a smal piece of the 
other. They, too, oppose one an- 
other elsewhere, particularly in the 
Mission district of S.F. 

Clay theatre, nabe arty spot, got 
entire front-of-house repaint job 
through courtesy of Market St. Rail. 
way Co. this week. A railway cable 
which snapped, set fire to the place 
week before, doing $200 damage. 

Cigarette in the cushions blamed 
for a fire, not discovered til 3 
a.m., which destroyed the balcony in 
the Avenue theatre here. Nabe ope- 
rated by Jess Levin, who kept story 
out of the papers, 





Cantor Back to Pitt 

Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. 
Leo Cantor, formerly with UA 
here but more recently located in 
Indianapolis, returned to Pittsburgh 
to join local U sales force. He wil] 
take over Main Line territory for 
Pete Dana's office, succeeding Si 
Feld, resigned. 

Vincent Choate, manager of Or- 
pheum, McKees Rocks, transferred 
to Bradford, Pa., to pilot two Shea 
houses there. Orpheum controlled 
by same circuit but no permanent 
ate replacement been made 


et. 

Chuck Steinhauser, son of Si 
Steinhauser, Press radio ed, joined 
M-G checking force on the road. 
For two years, he was asst. mgr. for 
WB but quit couple of months ago. 

Briefies: Dave Broudy’s lad, Leon- 
ard, at Fort Monroe, Va., with lieu- 
tenant’s bars . . Irving Weinstein, 
son of Izzy Weinstein, Stanley 
musician, named technical librarian 
for Lockheed airplane factory in 
Burbank, Calif Post-Gazette 
put out special section for opening 
of new Shapiro-Fineman house, 
Temple in Sheraden, which opened 
last Saturday (16). 





Hanson Selling Out 

Norman Hanson, operator of the 
Sun, Woodward, Ia., selling his the- 
atre. 

Jean Post, broker for midwest Re- 
public, married Dorothy Wilson, a 
pharmacist. 

L. E. Goldhammer, district man- 
| ager for RKO, Minneapolis, finally 
got to Des Moines after marooned in 
Minnesota in the Armistice Day 
storm. Other district managers here 
| this week are J. E. Garrison, Uni- 
versal, from Kansas City, and H. P. 
Wolfberg, M-G, from Kansas City. 

A new 575-seat theatre under con- 
struction in South Ottumwa, Ia. 
Jake Cohen will manage. 


Joe Felder Jeins U 

Leaving Monogram under its econ- 
omy program which resulted in 
shifting executive activity to the 
Coast, closing the home office pre- 
viously maintained in New York, Joe 
Felder has joined Universal's N.Y. 
exchange as a special sales repre- 
sentative. He was for several years 
in charge of the N.Y. branch for 
Monogram. 

Harry C. Thomas, who acquired an 
New 


interest in the Philadelphia, 
York and Washington branches, is 
making headquarters at the N.Y. 


exchange and is in complete charge 
of that locality. 





Brookings’ Acquisition 
Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 19 

Howard Brookings, former owner 
of the theatre in Weeping Water, 
Neb., bought out J. A. Meredith, ia 
Avoca, Ia. 

W. C. ‘Lew’ Lewellen, publicity di- 
rector for the J. H. Cooper-Para- 
mount theatres here, being moved to 
Oklahoma City, where he'll assist 
Walt Shuttee, Cooper’s city manager 
there. Replacement for his spot 
under city manager R. W. ‘Bob’ Hufl- 
man not been named. 

L. A. the Winnah 

The Los Angeles exchange copped 
first prize in the gross collections 
contest spread over seven months 
on ‘Dark Command,’ Republic re- 
lease of last summer. Contest ended 
Oct. 31. 

Top award was $1,500. Other 
prize-getters were Philadelphia, $1,- 
250; New York, $1,000; New Haven, 
$750, and Washington, $500. 


K, C. Variety Club’s Dance 

KanSas City, Nov. 19. 
| Annual charity ball of the Variety 
‘Club Nov. 22 at Pla-Mor Ballroom, 
|Herbie Kay orchestra to officiate. 
| Earl Jameson general chairman, with 
| Homer Blackwell, Jay Means, Jerry 
|Zigmond, Sam Abend and Ward 
| Scott under him. 








Fox-WC Promotes Pair 
Los Angeles, Nov. 19. 
Al Bruno and Oscar Peck were 
| upped from assistants to house man- 


agers in the local Fox-West Coast 
| circuit. Bruno succeeds Ted Hatha- 


| way, deceased, at the Apollo, and 
| Peck takes over the Embassy. re- 
|Placing Barton Aylesworth. who 
| moved over to manage the Willshire. 
| Ground broken for new 900-seat 
nabe to be erected by Harry Popkin 
aud Jack Y. Berman in the Wyvern- 
wood section. 
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Chicago Finally Gets B. 0. Sunshine: 


‘Conquest -Abbott 


& Costello $36,000, 


Finger’ 156, Voyage Nifty $10,000 





Chicago, Nov. 19. 
Plenty of new attractions waltzed 
{nto town over the weekend, and 
these shows evidence an ability 
finally to yank the loop out of the 
lethargy under which it had been 
suffering for the past couple of 


weeks. 
Apollo, which had a wishy-washy 


fortnight with ‘Dictator,’ is revert-" 


ing to its grind policy with ‘Long 
Veyage Home’ and indicates a bright 
jnitial session on this picture, which, 
though apparently strictly a patron- 
age on the reviews and word-of- 
mouth. ‘Dictator’ continues on in 
the Roosevelt on its grind set-up, 

ich is doing well. This town has 
hy really gone for the reserved- 
seat two-a-day policy, and only 
‘Gone With The Wind’ was able to 
make any ened under 

arrangement. ; ; 

taited Artists opened ‘Third Fin- 
ger’ on Saturday (16) and here also 
is bright stuff for the b.o. Cast, 
title and story appear to be just 
what the femmes are hungering for 
en the screen, and plenty of wicket- 
whirling is in prospect here for 
several weeks to come. 

Abbott & Costello on the stage of 
the Chicago are givin considerable 
bvost to the gross in that big house. 
Are billed heavy and indicate that 
they will wane out a smacking ses- 
sion tied in with ‘City for Conquest. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Voyage Home (UA). Opened 
Saturday (16) and looks for bright 
$10,000, best straight grind item_the 
house has had in a long time. Last 
week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) finished a fort- 
night (85-$1.10-$1.65) on a_ twice- 
daily policy with mild $7,600 for 
second session. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )—- 
‘City Conquest’ (WB) and Abbott & 
Costello, the Merry-Macs and Larry 
Adler on the stage. Comedy team 
particularly effective at the front 

ate and combination indicates fine 

36,000. Last week, ‘Burma’ (Par) 
and the Louella Parsons unit on 
stage managed $30,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— Northwest Mounted’ (Par). 


impression 


Fourth week in loop, and holding in| 


excellent fashion to $6,000 currently 
after fine $7,600 last week. 


Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Nobody’s Sweetheart’ (U) = and/| 
George White's ‘Scandals’ unit on 


stage. Double item figures for nice 
$16,000, with both picture and show 
apparently good customer fodder. 
Last week, ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) 
and Herbie Kay band on stage took 


neat $14,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Bit of Heaven’ (U) and ‘Night 
Tropics’ (U). Double feature pro- 
gram looking for a fair enough one- 
week session at $11,000. Last week, 
‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and ‘Give 
Us Wings’ (U) suffered with the rest 
of the town at $8,400. 

Reosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 75-$1.10) 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (3d wk). Grind set- 
up Is doing well, and looks to fine 
$12,000 after excellent $13,500 last 
week. 

‘ State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 

Cherokee’ (Par) and Major Bowes 
unit on stage. Another excellent 
combo that augurs bright $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G) 
and Charlie Barnet orchestra on 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75 \—Third Finger’ (M-G). 
Opened on Saturday (16) and indi- 
cates a rousing $15,000, and that's 
beaucoup buttons. Last week, ‘Cor- 
respondent’ (UA) finished a bright 
two-week stay to $9,600, sliding off 
rather rapidly in the second week. 


McDonald-Eddy Topping 
Snappy Denver, $10,200 


Denver, Nov. 19. 
First run takes are above average, 
with ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
doing the best business. 
Dounted.” in its fourth week at the 
enham, is galloping strong. 
Estimates for This Week 
; Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
Spring Parade’ (U), after a week at 


ps panver. Garnering a nice $4,000 
afte week, ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB), 
er a week at the Denver, $4,500. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
eine ane (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ (M-G), 


f week at the Orpheum. Good 
Or acceptable $3,000. Last week. 
witgentine Way’ (20th), after a week 
$9 the Denver and Aladdin, fair 
oem (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-40- 
es orthwest Mounted’ (Par) (4th 
thing Adding a very good $9,000 to 
urd week’s $11,000. 
ceeever (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40) — 
C y Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Blondie 

upid’ (Col). Good $9,500. Last 


at the Orpheum | 
‘North West | 





— 


week, ‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col), fair $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—'‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Stranger 
Third Floor’ (RKO). Fine $10,200. 
Last week, ‘Escape’ (M-G) and 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G) nice $11,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Reuters’ (WB) and ‘Father Prince’ 
(WB). Okay $4,500. Last week, 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (25c-75c-$1) was 
okay at $8,500, but would have done 
much better if a kids’ price had been 
on at night. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—Knute 
Rockne’ (WB), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Pep- 
pers in Trouble’ (Col). Nice $2,300. 
Last week, ‘No Comedy’ (WB), after 
a week at each the Denver and 
Aladdin, and ‘Ape’ (Mono), nice at 








FAIR 316,300 
IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. 

Now that the votes have been 
counted, the weather has become the 
No. 1 alibi again. At any rate, one’s 
certainly needed this week. Snow- 
storm and icy streets Saturday (16) 
kept plenty in their homes, and it’s 
felt in some local quarters that col- 
lapse of Alvin roof may have had 
a short, psychological effect. One 
thing is certain anyway, biz is way 
off. 

In second weeks, ‘Escape,’ at Penn, 
and ‘Mark of Zorro,’ at Fulton, are 
still doing pretty good, but falling 
off sharply from opening session’s 
highs, while at Stanley, Laurel- 
Hardy unit, with ‘Dulcy,’ isn’t going 
to wind up any better than just fair. 
Warner and Ritz, with a couple of 
| strictly second-rate twin bills, are 
;merely marking time, and Senator, 
hurriedly yanking a double-feature 
for ‘Night in the Tropics,’ is doing 
no better. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO). College 
musical got only a day and a half 
when roof collapse ended it all. Slow 
opening, however, and lukewarm 
reviews didn’t presage any too well 
for it. About $600 in brief riod. 
Last week, ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) 
and ‘Bit Heaven’ (U), good $5,800. 

Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 25-40) — 
‘Zorro’ (20th) (2d wk). Still turn- 
ing pretty satisfactory profit for this 
|site and should hold for half of a 
| third week, running into Thanksgiv- 
ing (Pennsylvania’s) and ‘Seven 
| Sinners’ (U). 
|starrer looks like pretty close to 
$6,000. Last week, estimate a trifle 
over-enthusiastic but very good any- 
|} way at $10,000. 
| (3,300; 25-35- 














Penn (Loew’s-UA) 
50)—‘Escape’ (M-G) (2d wk). Word- 
|of-mouth still all to the good for 
|Shearer-Taylor click and clocking 
lokay $10,500, with everybody satis- 
|fied. Will probably move to either 


ome came through with happy $15,-| Warner or Ritz for third week. Last | 


week, great $20,000. 


Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘Lil Ab- 
j}ner’ (RKO) and ‘Cherokee Strip’ 
|}(Par). This twinner’s being passed | 


‘up like the plague. Will be lucky 
ito get $1,200, awful. Last week, 
|‘Arise Love’ (Par), on move-over 


fromi Penn, around $2,200, no good 
| either. 


Senator (Harris) (1,700: 25-35-50) 
|—‘Night Tropics’ (U). Picture had 
| been booked to follow “Too Many 


|Girls’ at Alvin, but with that house 
;}out of running for months, its prod- 


uct has been switched to Senator. 
| ‘Blondie Servant Trouble’ (Col) and 
| ‘2 Married Adventure’ (Col) came 
|out after four days to weak $800, 
with ‘Tropics’ going in with min- 
ute’s notice on Sunday (17). Doesn't 
|}ring like more than $2,600. Last 


week, ‘Great Profile’ (20th) and ‘Gay 
Caballero’ (20th), slow $1,800. 
Staniey (WB) 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G) and Laurel-Hardy on 
| aes. Comedians are on their own, 
film being of little or no help. No- 
tices for their show okay, but boys 
have never been particularly hefty 
here in pix and obviously interest 
in them in person only slight. Pres- 
ent pace indicates $16,500, just fair. 
Last week, George Jessel unit and 
‘Moon Burma’ (Par), over $18,000, 
finishing strong. 
Warner (WB) 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) and 
(RKO). Smallpox sign could be at 
the ticket window for all these two 
are doing. 
will settle right now for poor $2,800 
Last week, ‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB), fair $4,200. 


(2,000; 





LAUREL - HARDY 


On h.o., Tyrone Power |! 





(3,600; 25-40-60 )— | 


| (2,000; 30-40-55)—‘Bitter Sweet’ 
25-40) — |} 
‘Laddie’ | 


Nothing at all and house | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Nov. 21 


Aster—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(6th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(2d wk). 


Capital—Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(6th wk). 

Criterion — ‘Too Many Girls’ 
(RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 9) 

Globe — ‘Angels Over Broad- 
way’ (Col) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Bitter Sweet’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Palace—‘Always a Bride ’(WB). 
Paramount —‘North~ West 

Mounted Police’ (Par) (3d wl). 
‘ Rialto—‘Give Us Wings’ (U) 
(21). 

(Reviewed in Variery, Nov. 13) 
Rivoli— ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) 

(2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). 

Strand—‘The Letter’ (WB) (22). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Week of Nov. 28 


Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(Ith wk). 

Broadway—'‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(3d wk). 

Capitol — ‘Third Finger, Left 
Hand’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Vartery, Oct. 16) 

Criterion — ‘Too Many Girls’ 
(2d wk). 

Globe—‘Blackout’ (UA) (30). 

Music Hall—‘Bitter Sweet’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Second Chorus’ 
(Par) (27). 

Rivoli— ‘Seven Sinners’ 
(3d wk). 

Roxy—Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘The Letter’ (WB) (2d 
wk). 


(UA) 


(U) 








PEOPLE -LOLLY 


PACE DET. T0 
NEAT 236 


Detroit, Nov. 19. 
With Michigan observing 





| handled, 


Fantasia’ Sellout, 5 Days 206; Bway 
Steady, Weekends Up; Kay Kyser, 
Stage and Pic, Big 506, Dietrich 326 





(Best Exploitation: Broadway) 
The tone of business on New York’s 
first-run front continues very firm, 


including among the majority of the 
holdovers. For the past few weeks 
the Saturday and Sunday business 
has been terrific, with certain at- 
tractions doing three to four times 
as much business in some cases on 
each day than on weekdays. There 
is no particular accounting for the 
heavy weekend upsurge except that 
the end of the fair, bringing the na- 
tives back to the film houses, may 
be partly attributable. Moreover, it 
is believed people have gotten sick 
and tired of war, deciding to forget 
about it all and see shows. With the 
election over, that may also have 
played a part. According to opera- 
tors, the neighborhood houses have 
not enjoyed an increase comparable 
to that of downtown Broadway, but 
reported that business has improved 
generally since the fair clsoed. 

With last week’s Armistice Day 
(11) having brought more patronage 
to theatres than has been experi- 
enced in prior years, the street is 
looking for a strong Thanksgiving 
take. Holiday prices, as usual, will 
be in effect. 


Two new pictures on major first- 
run buys came in this week, ‘Seven 
Sinners’ at the Rivoli and ‘You'll 
Find Out’ at the Roxy, while for a 
roadshow run at $2 top ‘Fantasia’ 
opened at the Broadway last Wed- 
nesday night (13), when entire pro- 
coe were donated to British War 

elief. 


The Walt Disney film, employing 
special projection equipment and 
not to be shown in any other theatre 
within a radius of 100 miles, is a 
complete sellout at virtually every 
performance. On the first five days, 
through Monday (18), it had rolled 
up the neat total of $20,000. Ca- 
pacity of the house is presently 
1,864, but plans are to add about 100 
additional seats. Because of bad 
location four seats on the far side 
of the house are not being sold. In 
money the capacity, now $27,500, 
will be brought to nearly $30,000 








| with the addition of extra chairs. 


An unusual advance sale is being 
with between $6,500 and 
$7,000 in tickets being bought every 
day. Because of the great demand 


the |for seats in advance, three extra 


earlier Thanksgiving, theatres here | boxoffices have been opened, and 


are looking to a good week, since 
business has been on the general 
rise and it means an extra cut on 
holiday prices. However, there’s a 
darker side, for the same Thanks- 
giving that brings thousands down- 
town for the annual Santa Claus 
parade heralds the beginning of the 
Christmas shopping season. 


; cea ‘ 
With the Michigan and Fox alter- | Rivoli Saturday (16), got away weil 


nating on stage shows it’s the latter’s 
turn this week to come up with one, 
the Louella Parsons’ troupe, which 


|on the early indications should do | 
a healthy week to lead the town. | 


Michigan will do all right with 
‘Arise My Love’ and ‘Flowing Gold’ 
while the United Artists also has a 
new bill for the holiday week with 
‘Bitter Sweet’ and ‘Sky Murder.’ 
Both the Adams and Palms-State, 
which have been switch-over houses, 


| have drawn gooc bills this week to 
| put them in a position to gain from 


one of the big days of the year. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 


|— ‘Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Bit of Heaven’ 


(U). This bill was moved over from 
the Fox after doing a big week 
there and looks to a choice $7,200. 
Last week ‘Spring Parade’ (U) and 
‘Nobody’s Children’ (Col), okay 


| $6,500. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
595)—Young People’ (20th) and Lou- 
ella Parsons’ troupe on stage. Show- 


ing enough strength to make it a 
healthy $23,000. Last week ‘Zorro’ 
(20th) and ‘E': of Heaven’ (U), big 
$18,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-55 )}—Arise Love’ (Par) and 
|‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). Looks all 


right and w: ‘1 the extra cash a nice 


$16,000. Last week ‘Christmas July’ 
(Par) and Xavier Cugat orch, Ab- 
bott & Costello on stage, got a good 
$18,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Escape’ (M-G) and 
‘Christmas July’ (Par). This bill is 
made up of the two leading pics 
from the United Artists and the 


Michigan and is looking for a neat 
$8,000. Last week ‘Knute Rockne’ 
(WB) and ‘World in Flames’ (Par) 
came up with a good $7,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(M- 
G) and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G). This 
seems to be following the local pat- 
tern of good business and is aimed 
at $11.000. Last week ‘Escape’ (M-G) 


and ‘Hulabaloo’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
came along better than expected, 
and added $6,500 to first week's 
$11,000. 


orders, now tak. . for eight weeks 


|in advance v ill be extended to 10. 
| Kay Kyser is in person at the Roxy 
| with his ‘You'll Find Out’ and that 
| 1S counting mightily at the b.o. With 
lan upswing expected tonight 
| (Thanksgiving eve), the gross should 
|'top a hearty $50,000. Theatre will 
|not hold the show over, however, 
| prior plans having been laid to bring 
(in ‘Tin Pan Alley’ tomorrow (Thurs.). 


‘Seven Sinners,’ brought into the 


| though not sensationally, and will hit 
| $32,000 or close on the first week. It 
holds. 

Truly remarkable business is being 
done by ‘North West Mounted’ and 
Paramount's stage show, including 
Glen Gray, Red Skelf®™n and Connie 
Russell, which begins its third week 
today (Wed.). Smashing through to 
within inches of $70,000 the first 
week, it finished its second in high- 
ee fashion at $50,000 last night 
{ ues PB 
to hold the bill a total of four weeks. 

Very sturdy, also, has been ‘Es- 
cape,’ which winds up its third stanza 


tonight (Wed.) at the Music Hall. On | 


a good play over the weekend, the 
final round will add up to about $71.- 
000. which following a sock 14 
days behind that, adds the total on 


the engagement to $161,000, hefty 
profit for both the Hall and Metro. 
Theatre brings in another Metro to- 
morrow, ‘Bitter Sweet’ and during 
the past week also concluded a deal 
for ‘Philadelphia Story.’ 

‘Dictator’ begins its final (6th) 
week the Capitol today (Wed.), 


with ‘Third Finger, Left Hand’ due 
to open Thursday (28). 
a total of eight more days at this 
house, where it has been on a con- 
tinuous policy at 75c mats and $1.10 
evenings. The fifth week. concluded 
last night (Tues.), ran to $48.000, the 
normal] drop to be exvnected from the 
prior stanza’s $58,000. Chaplin film 
continues at the Astor, where it is 
on a twice-daily run at a $2 top. It 
is close to capacity at that house, 
proving once again people want to 


Ol 


know where they’re going to sit and | 


whether they’re going to be able to 
get in. 


Loew’s second-run State is off this 








i‘Tin Pan Alley’ 


It thus goes | 


Nelson and Harriet Hilliard will 
open Friday (22). 

Best exploitation goes to ‘Fantasia,’ 
publicized long in advance. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (6th wk). 
Continues close to capacity here, the 
past six days through Monday (18) 
on the fifth week being $18,600. The 
prior (4th) week was $21,000. 

Broadway (1,864; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). Playing 
two shows daily and a hit of the first 
water, gross first five days through 
Monday (18) was $20,000, absolute 
capacity. House can do $27,500 on 
the week on a basis of 14 shows but 
with about 100 seats to be added it 
will be brought to nearly $30,000. 
Tickets are being sold eight weeks 
in advance with $6,500 to $7,500 a 
day in sales being handled. 

Capitol (4,520; 75-$1.10)—‘Dictator’ 
(6th-final wk). Goes another eight 
days for a total of six weeks and one 


|day here on a consecutive basis. 
| Fifth week, ended last night (Tues.), 
| added another $48,000 to the gross, 


very good. Prior (4th) lap was 
$58,000. A very good profit will be 
shown on the run. ‘Third Finger’ 
(M-G) opens Thursday (28). 
Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)— 
‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) opens here 
today (Wed.), following a light week 
of $5,500 with ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G). 
Behind that ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) 


$6,500, fairish. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55)—‘Angels 
Over Broadway’ (WB). Doing very 
well, around $10,000 seen, and will 
probably be held over. Decision on 
that will no doubt be reached today 
(Wed.). Last week, ‘Girls Under 21’ 
(Col), $6,300, moderate. 

Palace (1,700; 28-35-55)—‘Argen- 
tine Way’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Youth Will Be Served’ (20th) (1st 
run), dualed. Bill was withdrawn 
last night (Tuesday) after six days, 
only $6,500 on that period, in order 
to get ‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Always 
Bride’ (WB) in today for Thanks- 
giving business. Last week ‘Knew 
What Wanted’ (RKO) (2d run) and 
‘Little Bit Heaven’ (U) (1st run), 
$8,600, pretty good. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99)— 
‘Mounted’ (Par) and, on stage, Gien 
Gray, Red Skelton, Connie Russell, 
others (3d week). Begins another 
stanza today after coming through on 
second with swell $50,000. The first 
was near to $70,000, new high un- 
der five years of the pit-band policy. 

Radio City Music Krall (5,960; 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Escape’ (M-G) and 
stage show (3d-final week). A fine 
money-getter, this week (3d) looking 
$71,000. The second socko $90,000, 
first $100,000. ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) 
opens tomorrow (turkey day). 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55) — ‘Great 
Plane Robbery’ (Col) and as a sub- 
featurette running only 44 minutes, 
‘Billy the Kid in Texas’ (PRC). 
Should get around $5,700, o.k. Devil's 
Pipeline’ (U) only five days, $4,200. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99)—‘Seven 
Sinners’ (U). Opened satisfactorily 


land with Thanksgiving holiday fall- 
|ing in the first week, should eke out 


about $32,000, good. The final four 


|days on second week for ‘Christmas 


in July’ (Par) was $5,000. 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85 )— 
‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and Kay 
Kyser in person. Kyser and his band 


at lon the stage is helping vastly to ac- 
Decision has been reached | 


count for a sweet $50,000 or over, 
Show will not be retained, however. 
(20th) is scheduled 
for tomorrow (Thurs.). The final 
five days on a second week for 
‘Argentine Way’ $35,000, very good. 
Went only five days so that the the- 
atre could get back to its regular 
Thursday opening. 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA) (ist run) and 
Morton Downey, Johnny Messner 
orch, others. A big drop from recent 
smash weeks will bring the countup 
to under $20,000. Last week ‘Strike 
Up the Band’ (M-G) (2d run) (st 
week) and Sophie Tucker, Harry 
Richman, Joe E. Lewis (2d week), 
close to $32,000, excellent. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and Jack 
Haley, Prisciiia Lane, Teddy Powell 
(2d-final week). Business very slow 
here but with the holiday maybe 
$20,000. First week $26,500, mild. 
‘The Letter’ (WB) and Ozzie Nelson, 


|plus Harriet Hilliard, comes in Fri- 


day (22). 


Metro Terms McNally 


McNally, 








Horace featured in 


week, appearing less than $20,000 ‘Johnny Belinda,’ Broadway legiter, 


with ‘Kit Carson,’ in on a first-run 


booking, and a vaude bill consisting contrect. 


of Morton 
ner’s orchestra and others. 


Strand is limping along with “Tug- 
boat Annie’ and, on its stage, Jack 
Lane and Teddy 
to hit 
$20,000 on the week, second for the 


Priscilla 
It will 


Haley, 


Powell. be lucky 


has been inked by Metro to a term 
When the juvenile will go 


Downey, Johnny Mess- | to the Coast is indefinite, as he has a 
|run-of-the-play pact in ‘Belinda.’ 


A lawyer until a couple years ago, 
McNally was seen by producer Harry 
Wagstaff Gribble in stock at Ann 
Arbor, Mich., and given his Broad- 


show, and ‘The Letter,’ plus Ozzie | way break. 
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Mpls. Still Snowbound; ‘Mounties 
$11,000, But Tilted Admish Hurts 





Minneapolis, Nov. 19. 
On top of numerous other adverse 
factors, including a generally un- 
favorable business situation, the 
worst blizzard in years hit the town 
and surrounding territory with an 
exceptionally heavy fall of snow and 
zero temperatures, and this and 
other communities haven't dug their | 
way out or restored normal trans- | 
portation facilities yet. 1 
Last week's attractions didn’t have | 
a chance under the circumstances. | 
The Armistice Day holiday, which | 
should.. have. been. abave .par,. was 
knocked out completely with the| 
storm raging at full blast. ; 
Consequently two attractions, 
which had gotten off to highly prom- | 
ising starts before the blizzard, were | 
held’ over for extensions of their 
first-runs. They're ‘Third Finger, 
Left Hand’ and ‘City for Conquest.’ 
‘Northwest Mounted Police’ came 
in with a big splurge. They had a 
gala premiere for it Thursday night 
at the State with all sorts of cere- 
monials, klieg lights, etc., and they’ve 
advertised and exploited it to a fare- 
ye-well otherwise. In view of all 
this and the advanced admission 
scale, the returns thus far have been 
exceedingly disappointing. Inci- 
dentally, this is only the second re- 
cent film to have its ;dmission prices 
upped, the other having been ‘Boom 
Town,’ and maybe the stiff 55¢ night | 
tariff, in place of the regular 44c, | 
may have something to do with the | 
unsatisfactory patronage. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 28-44- | 
55)—‘Wagons Westward’ ‘Rep) and, | 
on stage, George McCall and_his| 





¥ 


looks set for around $7,500, good. 
Last week, ‘Captain Caution’ (UA) 
and ‘Outsider’ (Alliance), draggy 
$5,200. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—'Before Hang’ 
(Col). Plenty mild $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Seven Sinners’ (U), and 
‘Slightly Tempted’ (U), nice $8,000. 

Twentieth Century (Dipson) 


| (3.000: 30-40) —‘Knew What Wanted’ 


(RKO) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) 
(2nd wk.). Five-day second stanza 
indicates poor $4,500. Last week, 
around $7,500,.fair. .. . aes 


‘ESCAPE’ SOCKO 
$42,000, TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, Nov. 19. 


Good business all over town, espe- 
cially over the weekend, which bene- 
fitted from rain Friday, football 
games Saturday and good show 
weather Sunday. ‘Escape’ is socko at 
the Orph and State and is expected 
to hold over. ‘City for Conquest’ also 
stands a holdover chance at the Met. 
‘Mark of Zorro’ opened to standee 
biz at the Memorial, and will hit one 








(Col) and ‘Blondie’ | 


— ‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk.). Socko | e e e 
110.000 after $14,000 last week. a on risco a 
| Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | 9 ’ 


(600; 25-50)—‘Battements de Coeur" | 
(4th wk.). Fair $1,000 in sight, after | 
good $1,400 last week. 
..St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; | 
25-34)—'Maitre des Forges’ and} 
‘M’sieu Sans Gene.’ Average $4,500 | 


Letter’ Dual Nice 17G in Average Wk 





probable. Last week, stage show at 


$1 top got packed houses for smash | third. $8.500, under second 
week's take. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
|_‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘Quarterback’ 
|(Par). Par releases held out of their 
‘own house and being used here. 
Fair $6,500. Last week, ‘Angels 
Broadway’ (Col) and “Tugboat Annie’ 


$15,000. 
(WB), $6,000. 
(2,110: 10-30)— 


‘NELLIE’ $7500, 
—PVILLE SOGGY “ete sateen 


Jimmy Joy and his orchestra on 
stage. Better than usual combo, 
($7,000. Last week, Ft nnd — 
| ve ; bors’ (Rep) with Faith Bacon head- 
\~~petivity at Pg ela ‘ing stage bill, brought $8,000, very 
the medium slow side, although cur- | good. 

rently the weather is not a factor. 


“Fact is; best bizein town is being | ‘ e . 

iturned in by ho. ‘North West, 

| Mounted’ at the Rialto, while balance | oun 

lof the town’s first runs are pacing | p] 9 


|for medium returns with average 


| product. 6 9 

| Legit attractions are concentrating 0 

lin this burg during the current ape 9 
| week, ‘Philadelphia Story’ with 

| Katharine Hepburn playing Memo- 


rial Auditorium Monday and Tues- | p . 
\day (18-19), while ‘Mornings at | Inc er 
|Seven’ opens three-day stand at 


‘Columbia Theatre starting Thanks- 
giving Day (21). 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’'s-Fourth Avenue) 
| (1,400; 15-30-40)— ‘Spring Parade’ 
|(U) and ‘Nobody's Sweetheart’ (U).| over last week, tangy autumn tem- 
|This pair did nice biz at Rialto about | perature and Thanksgiving week 
|three weeks ago, but return for an-/ helping for a better-than-par mid- 
| other seven-days is not bringing in lseason aggregate. All three fresh 
/much lettuce. Probably light $1.600.| releases are hanging up winning 
| Last week, ‘Argentine Way’ (20th) | marks. Topper is ‘Northwest 
jand ‘Still Alive’ (RKO), on fourth | Mounted Police,’ in for a run at the 
| downtown week, third at this house, Capitol at advanced prices and 


just 














’ 


Cincinnati, Nov. 19. 
Main stem b.o. is vastly improved 








of the top grosses in the downtown 


‘Man About Hollywood’ revue. Best | 9! [he 


show house has had since its open- ' 
inv nearly three months ago, and is Estimates for This Week 
sure to build. May reach good $5,000.| Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-44-55)— 
Last week, ‘Earl Puddiestone’ (Rep) | ‘Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO) and 
and Michael Loring and stage show, | ‘Phantom Chinatown’ (Mono), with 
started briskly, but was smashed to| stage show, four days; and ‘Met Mur- 
smithereens by storm and wound up| derer’ (Classic) and ‘Wagon Train’ 
to pad $2.°00. | (RKO), three days. Will hit a med- 
Aster (Par-Singer) ium $7.500. Last week, 
*‘Laddie’ (RKO) and ‘Ride. Tender-} Mine’ (Mono), with Three Stooges 
foot’ (Rep). On for full weekjon stage. five days: and ‘Spring 
through Wednesday {20) with ‘Mex- | Parade’ (U) and ‘Secret Seven’ (Col) 
ican Spitfire’ (RKO) and ‘Devil’s! (both 2d run), two days, dandy 
Pipe Line’ (U), aiso dual first-runs, | $13.000. 
to open Thursday (21). Good enough| Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 28-39-44- 
$1.800 indicated. Last week. ‘Cap-|55)—‘Christmas July’ (Par) and 
tain Caution’ (UA) and ‘Diamond | ‘Cherokee’ (Par). Will flirt with 
Frontier’ (U), dual first-runs, $1,200, | $6,000, good. Last week, ‘East of 
poor, River’ (WB) and ‘Always Bride’ 
Century (Par-Singer) (WB). $5.500. 
39-44)—Third Finger’ Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 28- 
wk). Moved here from State and, | 39-44-55) —‘Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Lad- 
all things considered, is progressing | die’ (RKO). Should garner $18.000 
satisfactorily. Reaching for fair $3,-|or better for the week. Last week. 
200. Last week. ‘Reuters’ (WB), $2,- | ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Spitfire’ 
600, bad, with blizzard sharing some | (RKO), also strong at $17,500. 
of blame. Metronolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 
Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Se- | 44-55)—‘City Conquest’ (WB) and 
cret Model’ (Indie) (2d wk). Sen-| ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep). Will ram about 
sational sex angle bringing in cus- | $20.000 through the till and_ possibly 





(900; 15-28) 





(1,600; 
(M-G) 


28- | 


(2d | 


tomers. Hitting a $1,000 tune. Last| hold over. Last week. ‘Arise Love’ 

week, $600, light. (Par) and ‘Dancing Dime’ (Par), 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 28)— | $20.000. 

‘Men A“ainst Sky’ (RKO). En route| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 

to fair $2,400. Last week, ‘Flowing | 55)—‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Hullaba- 

Gold’ (WB), $2,000, light. loo’ (M-G). Proving a powerful 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,860; 28-| draw. day and night, and will hit 
39-44)—‘Spring Parade’ (U). Should | $25,000 or better. Last week. ‘Dic- 


reach fair $6,000. Last week ‘City |tator’ (2d wk at $1.10 top), fair 

Conquest’ (WB), $5,500. Okay con- $15.000. 

sidering weather, Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 28-39-44- 
State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 35-44-|55)—‘Cherokee’ (Par) and ‘Christ- 

55)— ‘Northwest Mounted’’ (Par).|™mas July’ (Par). Okay for $8.000. 

Heavily exploited, and admission Last week. ‘East of River’ (WB) and 


‘Alwavs Bride’ (WB), $7.000. 

Scolley (M&P) (28-39-44-50)—‘East 
of River’ (WB) and ‘Burma’ (Par) 
(both 2d run). Arourd $3.500. so-so. 
Last week. ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 


scale titled from 44c to 55c¢ top. In- 
dicates $11,000, good but disappoint- 
ing at scale. Last week, ‘Third 
Finger’ (M-G), $7,800, fine under the 
circumstances. 


J ; (P; (1, . -99)— | ‘Calling Husbands’ (WR). playing 
see Up Band UMLG). First | fourth week in town. $4.000. 
neighborhood showing: looks like |, State (Loew) (3,600: 28-29-44-55)— 
good $2,400. Last week, ‘Boom Fseane’ (M-G)_ and ‘Hullabaloo 
Town’ (M-G), first nabe showing, (M-G). Socko $17,000 indicated. Last 
$2.200. okay in view of weather. week Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk). 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; | $11.000. 
28-39-44-55)—City Conquest’ (WB) — 


(2d wk). Moved here from Orpheum 





Paramount releases, ‘Moon Ove 

ee ° | : ases, er 
and hitting good $2,200 pace. Last Chaplin 2d $10.000, 3urma’ and ‘Quarterback.’ These | 
week, ‘Knew What They _W anted ‘ ‘ > ¢ were released by the four-week run | 
(RKO) (2d wk). $1.400, mild, w ith Mont l; Band 9G of ‘Northwest Mounted’ at the New- 

weather mainly to blame. ; man, the regular Par outlet. 

a Montreal, Nov. 19 Of the holdovers. ‘Northwest 

‘ 9 ‘Dictator’ took everything in pix o- yoapa ss is far and away in the van 
BURMA -BOLGER-CUGAT last week and will continue same |°.2?'"!ng the town has ever known 
: _ | With the exception of ‘Wind.’ Al- 

way way currently with smash|though its current (fourth) week 

FAIR $16,000 IN BUFF. $10,000 on repeat. Runner-up will will be only six days, film looks to 
ibe ‘Strike Up Band’ at Palace with hae around Bd spo a very good 

ing : : PI § fOr a frst-run regular film 

Buffalo. Nov. 19. | good $9,000 in sight. Balance are | This wil! make a tot 


Grosses at the main stem wickets | #VeTase. 
have turned soft this canto, Xavier | Estimates for This Week 
a — “g | nts pili Dong bh | Palace (CT) (2,700: 
oon Over Burma’ a e Buffalo, | .e4_: ‘ ‘ 
are only fair. ‘Mark of Zorro’ is) Strike Up: Band’ (M-G). 
strongest comparative draw on short | getting fine play to $9,000. 
stanza, due to opening new bill on 


‘Gang of | 


| 30-40-50) — 
| (Par) and March of Time. Quite un- 
|usual for this deluxe house to hold 


25-45-55) — 
This is|to provide Th 
Last 
week, ‘Argentine Way’ (20th). good | 


copped okay $2,000 on final stanza. | starting off with a wham take. Close 


| Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 
|—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Ladies Must 
| Live’ (WB). Aiming for satisfactory 
| $1,500. Last week, ‘Lucky Partners’ 

(RKO) and ‘Great McGinty’ (Par), 
split with ‘Fighting 69th’ (WB) and 
|‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO), drew average 
| $1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100: 
30-40) — ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). 
ja little slow, but Judy Garland still 
| packing enough b.o. punch to pull all 
right $7,500. Last week, ‘Hullabaloo’ 
(M-G) and ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col), 
so-so $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40) — ‘Reuters’ (WB) and 
‘Father Prince’ (WB). Lack of top- 
notch product brings this house back 
to the double-features for current 
week. This pair probably will turn 
in okay $3,600. Last week, ‘Knute 
Rockne’ (WB) on third downtown 


15- 
and 


| week, wound up with okay $3,400. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 15- 
‘Northwest Mounted’ 


a pic over for a second week, but 
that’s the case on ‘Mounted.’ Hold- 
ing over until Wednesday (20), and 
rambling along for fine $8,000. Last 


| week, same pic copped tremendous 


| $15,000, a real top b.o. figure for this 
| town, 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) 
15-30-40) — ‘Christmas July’ 
and ‘World in Flames’ (Par). Mild 
$2,600 looked for. Last week. ‘Too 
Many Girls’ (RKO) and ‘Caballero’ 
(20th), good $3,406, 


‘BITTERSWEET’ STURDY 
$11,500, KANSAS CITY 


Kansas City, Nov. 19. 
Film newcomers are in only half 
the first-run houses while holdovers 
fill the rest. Of the newcomers 
‘Bittersw eet’ at the Midland is in the 
| driver S seat with margin to spare. 
RKO-owned Orpheum has a pair of 


(1,400; 
(Par) 








jaround $38.000. be 


| the nast two years, 


All houses rearranging schedules 


| ings. 
Estimates for This Week 


15-25) | behind is ‘Escape’ at the Albee, then 


| ‘Bitter Sweet’ at the Palace. 
Indie Taft auditorium, 2,500 seater, 


'is rented this week by A. L. Rule, 


| out - of - towner, 


Pace | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| (2d 


} 


Average $2,000. 


for twice-daily 


|screenings of ‘Fighting Americans’ 


news clips ensemble at 25-50-75-cent 
scale, under auspices and with two- 
bits admish for students. The show- 
ing opened Monday (18). 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3.300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Escape’ (M-G). Very good $14,000. 
Last week, ‘What They Wanted’ 
(RKO), n.s.g. $8,000 

Capitol «RKO) (2,000; 42-60)— 
‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par). Upped 
scale a b.o. help for a wham $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) 
run), at regular 33-40-50-cent 
scale, slow $3,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)—‘Up 
In Air’ (Mono) and ‘Night Train’ 
(20th), split with ‘Before I Hang’ 
(Col) and ‘Stage Coach War’ (Par). 

Ditto last week on 

(RKO) and ‘Still 
divided with ‘Drums 


Train’ 
(RKO), 


‘Wagon 
Alive’ 


| Desert’ (Mono) and ‘Girl Avenue A’ 


vv 





San Francisco, Noy, 19. 

Plenty of activity on Market this 
week with ‘Dictator’ at the Uniteg 
Artists, ‘The Letter’ world-preeming 
at the Fox, Orrin Tucker on stage gt 
the Gate, and ‘Northwest Mounted’ 
holding at the Warfield. But fang 
aren't responding as well as hoped, 
things remaining just average on 
whole with no alibis handy. Not bad, 
not good sums it up, while the nabeg 
continue to sing blues. 

Estimates for This Week ' e 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000, 35-40-50). 
‘Letter? (WB) and ‘Hit Parade! 
(Rep). Moving along for nice $17, 
000. Last week, ‘Zorro’ (20th) and 
‘Dancing Dime’ (Par), okay $16,500, 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 39-44. 
55)—Li’l Abner’ (RKO) plus Bonnie 
Baker and Orrin Tucker band. Stage 
gets credit for $19,000, ‘Abner’ 
doing more harm than good here, 
| aor in on $10,000 guarantee plus 
| Spit. 
| Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 35-40-50) 
_— ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Blondie 
|Cupid’ (Col), Started slow, but rave 
‘reviews helping to $9,000. Last week 
‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U) and ‘Before 
Hang’ (Col) surprised everybody by 
topping $10,000 mark, fine. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40. 
50)—‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Hullaba- 
loo’ (M-G) (2d wk). Ought to pick 
up $8,000. First week, okay $16,000, 

St. Francis (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40. 
50)—‘Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Dancing 
Dime’ (Par) (moveover). Average 
$5,000. Last week, same for ‘Arise 
Love’ (Par) and ‘World In Flames’ 
(Par). 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 75- 
1.10-1.35)—‘*Dictator (UA), .Grinding 
five a day, and looks like $22,000 on 
the week including Tuesday night 
opening. Picture heavily sold, and 
reviewers devoting extra space to 
comment, mostly favorably. Last 











(4th-final) abbreviated week of 
‘Westerner’ (UA), just under $4,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 40-50-65) 
—‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) and 
‘Eves of Navy’ (M-G) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up fairly well with $14,000. First 





Vaude Helps ‘Burma’ 
Toward Shick $15,000, 
Omaha; ‘Escape’ $8,900 


Omaha, Nov. 19. 

In spite of cold weather, Harry 
James band and the Four Ink Spots 
got away to a start at the Orpheum 
that’s going to give them no less than 
a $15,000 week. Coupled with the 
stage show is ‘Moon Over Burma.’ 
Prices upped for all stage shows to 





| 15-40-55. 


(20th). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430, 33-40-50)— | 
| ‘Voyage Home’ (UA) (2d wk.). Fair 
$4,500. Last week (lst), okay 
| $8,000. 

Keith's (Libson) (1.500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Arise Love’ (Par). Moveover from 
Palace _ fo! second week. Mild 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Reuters’ (WB), 
awful $2,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 33-40-50) — 


‘What They Wanted’ (RKO). Trans- 
ferred from Albee for second week. 
Poor $2.500. Last week, ‘Westerner’ 


(UA) (2d run), slow $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G). All right 
$10,500. Same last week with ‘Arise 
Love’ (Par). 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150; 33-40-50)— 
‘Zorro’ (20th). Holding for second 
week. All right $3.500. Last week, 
nice $4,500. Pic fetched excellent 
$17,000 in its first week at Albee, 


with Tyrone Power personalling for 
preem. 


BITTERSWEET’ $8,000, 
LETTER’ 746, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Nov. 19. 
Heavy sugar hereabouts this week, 
with Thanksgiving expected to up 
the take still more. Financial leader 
| is ‘Bittersweet’ at the Fifth Avenue, 


al four weeks of | which is heading for a swell $8,000. 


tter than the top| ‘The Letter’ : Ir i 
| weeks of any other four pictures of a age a Rees ggs a Sale 


the pace-setter’s 
| $7.500 anticipated. 
| Blue Mouse has been removed 


heels, with 


anksgiving Day open- |from the ranks of first runners, and 


jis now a subsequent-run at pop 


| 
| 


| 


| (Select) 


At the Omaha, ‘Escape’ will go 
around $8,000 largely because of the 
story and Shearer draw here. Sec- 
ond feature is ‘Sky Murder.’ Bran- 
deis is due for a better week than 
last and well reach $6,800 with ‘Too 
Many Girls’ and ‘You'll Find Out.’ 

Estimates for Ths Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-30-40) 
—'Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Sky Murder’ 
(M-G). Okay $8,900. Last week, 
‘Correspondent’ (UA) and ‘Young 
People’ (20th), fair $8,600. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10- 


25-35-40)—"Too Many Girls’ (RKO) 
and ‘Youwll Find Out’ (RKO). 
Around $6,800. Last week, ‘Seven 
Sinners’ (U) and ‘Father Prince’ 


(WB) $6,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 15-40- 
55)—‘Burma’ (Par) and stage show, 
Harry James band and Four Ink- 
spots. Nice $15,000. Last week, 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and Bowes stage 
unit, good $14,300. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) single-featured, 
split with ‘Girl Havana’ (Rep) and 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U). Just fair $800. 
Last week, ‘Love Again’ (M-G) and 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col), split with 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Wildcat Bus’ 
(RKO), pretty good $900. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Triple Justice’ (RKO), ‘Demon 
Barber’ (Select) and ‘Return Frog’ 
triple, split with ‘Man 
Dakota’ (M-G), ‘Phantom Ranger’ 
(Cap) and ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Singing 
Dude’ (WB). Slow $700. Last week, 
‘Young Hickok’ (Rep), ‘Faces West’ 
(Mono) and ‘Man Talked Much’ 
(WB) “triple, split with ‘Sundown 
Saunders’ (Cap), ‘O’Conno.” (M-G), 
‘Royal Rodeo’ (WB) and ‘Howards 
Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Stand Up Fight’ 


Avenue - Military - Dundee ‘Gold- 
berg) (950; 300; 600; _ 25)--‘Boom 


| (M-G), fair $800. 


/Town’ (M-G) single-featured, split 
| with ‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Sailor's 


| Lady’ 


.. |grind prices, 15¢e-20c, with hopes to 
the holiday. enough $6,500. wasnt tien ae Pptown ‘Fox Mid- | jell ok tamen Senin oie 
Estimates for This Week Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— | ‘Zorro’ (20th). Holde avon fon vow Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo ‘Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— “Too Many GirJs’ (RKO) and ‘Men | ong week met - at + ist sec-| Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
‘Burma’ (Par), Ray Bolger and Against Sky’ (RKO), Pointing |e5 6090 after openin ae k’ ing 0.000, | (1,900: 21-35)—‘Seahawk’ (WB) and | 
Xavier Cugat oveh on. stage. With | toward average $5,500. Last week, h~~1ggllieg & week's $10,000, | «Hired Wife’ (U) (2d run). Clicking 
holiday should see fair $16,000, or ‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘Quarterback’| yiagla (hsow? ; ; to great $4,400. Last week, ‘Wyom- 
better. Last week, ‘Escape’ (M-G) | (Par), fair $5,000. PR redbag  ge po tt ing’ (M-G) and ‘Dance Girl’ (RKO) 

and ‘Dancing Dime’ (Par), first duals; Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— | Cupid’ (Col). MeDonald-Eddy fol- | ‘2%.run), big $3800. 
here, satisfactory $14,500, ‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (4th lowing leading this one to sturdy| Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen | 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000; 35-55) |wk.). Should be good for $5,000\$11.500. Last week, ‘Hulabaloo’| ‘2,349; 30-40-50)— Bittersweet’ 
—‘Zorro’ (20th and ‘Street Memo- | after nice $7,000 last week. ‘M-G) and ‘Girls Under 2)’ (Col) | (M-G) and ‘Street Memories’ (20th). 
ries’ (20th). Six-day week will get Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— | lichtweicht $7.300. ’| Back to regular policy, but reaching 
good $9.000. Last week (2d), ‘Dic- ‘Ramparts We Watch’ (RKO) and! Newman (Paramount) (1.900: 15-, for excellent $8,000. Last week. (75c- 
tator’ (UA) (75-$1.10). peor $7,500. ‘Spitfire’ (RKO). Pacing for likely |21 - 36-55) — ‘Northwest Mounted’ $1.15) ‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk.), 
Hipp (Shea) (2.100: 30-45)— $4.500, good. Last week, se.en/+Par). Going merrily into fourth | socko $9,600, but run ended, figuring 
‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Dancing Dime’ Capra-directed films, weak $2.50:. week with hold outs on weekends.| Upper-price customers pretty well 
(Par) (2d run). Moveover din} Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 75c-$1.10) | Fxceptional $7.000. Last week, the (Continued pare 20) 


(20th). 
Last week, 
‘Howards Virginia’ 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), 
(REO), good $1,100. 


Pretty good $1,000. 
‘Love Again’ ‘M-G), 
(Col). split with 

‘Wildcat Bus 








oe. 
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Philly Slow; Ramparts’ Good $6,500 On 


| 


Ban Bally, River -Calloway-Mills, 236 








Philadelphia, Nov. 19. 

Nothing much to cheer about at 
the downtown boxoffices, with post- 
election doldrums still staying put. 
Coupla rainy days for the tail end 
of the week made for an added 
damper, with little blame to be 
shouldered by the ‘Ice-Capades of 
1941.’ Ice show opened Wednesday 
(13) at the Arena and reported to 
be playing to comparatively small | 
audiences. Eddie Cantor headlined 
a benefit show on Sunday (17) at 
the Broadwood hotel, drawing an 
overflow crowd of 4,000. But for the 
rest, pic houses had a clear field, 
which only turned out to be cloudy. 

‘Bittersweet’ is leading the field at 
the Boyd, but the $16,000 expected 
is short of what a Nelson Eddy- 
Jeanette McDonald combo pulls in 
these parts. Ona comparative basis, 
‘Ramparts We Watch’ makes for the 
biggest hurrah at the Stanton. Pre- 
banned in the state, it’s reaping 
hefty $6,500. Vaudfilmer Earle step- 

ing out of rut with ‘East of the 

iver’-Cab Calloway orch. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 74c-$1.14) — 
‘Great Dictator’ (UA) (4th wk). 
Dropping off to $12,500 and hardly 
strong enough to hold for fifth brace. 
Third stanza, fairish $15,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Third Finger’ (M-G) (2d run-2d 
wk). Okay $3,000, after $3,600 in 
first stretch. 

Boyd (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Bittersweet’ (M-G). Always a 
warm spot for an Eddy-McDonald 
flicker in these corners, both ac- 
cepted hometowners, but $16,000 is | 
hardly a gala homecoming. Last | 
week h.o. ‘Arise Love’ (Par), did | 
terrific nose-dive, dipping to $7,000 | 
after clicking to the tune of $16,300 | 
in first week. | 

Earie (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68)— | 
‘East River’ (WB), with stage show | 
headed by Cab Cailoway’s orch and 
Mills Bros. Latter like manna from | 
heaven, if the $23,000 anticipated | 
materializes after a rock-bottom | 
$17,000 week previous with ‘Want 
Divorce’ (Par) and Ken Murray. 





Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Zorro’ (20th). Doing okay with | 
$15,000, the best hoped for. Last 


week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par), disap- 
pointing $11,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Moon Burma’ (Par) (2d run), 
Setting a new low for this house, 
Management considering it plenty | 
lucky if the total tallies $1,900. Last | 
week, ‘Hired Wife’ (U), $3,600 for 
second trip. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Arise Love’ (Par) (2drun). This one 


holding up fairly well for second | 
running, aiming at $3,500. Last | 
week, ‘Reuter’s’ (WB), poor $3,100 | 


in second wind, 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
y-Escape’ (M-G) (2d wk). Slipping 
fast and will find $11,000 quite 
feeble, after banner $19,000 for first 
of fortnight run, 2 


. Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57) — 
Ramparts Watch’ (RKO), Pa. Cen- 
sor Board can take the bow for 


ballying this to $6,500. Last week, 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB), fair $5,300. 


ZORRO’ NABS $7,200 
IN 10 DAYS, PORT., ORE. 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 19. 











Thanksgiving Day this week will 
help the b.o. of all major spots, with | 
Only two new shows dividing top | 
honors and getting over to nice biz— | 
Arise, My Love’ at the Orpheum | 
and ‘Seven Sinners’ at the Broadway. | 

‘Escape’ at the little UA is the best 
h.o., since ‘Great Dictator’ was pulled | 
after only one week. 

Estimates for This Week 

; Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 35-40- | 
50) ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Argen- 
tine Nights’ (U). Average $4,200. | 
Last week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) (75-$1.10) 
went over to good $12,800, but was | 
pulled after the one week. 

, Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 

1,500: 35-40-50) ‘Northwest 
Mounted’ (Par) (4th wk-first two at 
Paramount), Still holding up to par, 
$2,700, Third week did better than 
average with $3,500. 
as rpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| 800: 35-40-50 )—Arise Love’ (Par) 
and ‘Spitfire’ (RKO). Good $5,000. | 


Last week, ‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘Round | 
Mountain’ (Par), 





Okay $4,800. 
cqhtramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
3.000: 35-40-50)—‘Zorro’ 


(3.000: 35-41 (20th) and | 
qu! Alive’ (RKO). Holding for 10 
avs to satisfactory $7,200. 

; United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 35- 
Ted Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Slightly 
empted’ (U). Making a good 
yy in its second week with fine 
©4.500. Last week this small house 
tad to turn customers away, win- 
ning a great $6,500. 





- 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tota: Gross 
This Week . $1,661,000 
(Based on 26 cities, 178 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
| fee, 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $1,648,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 178 theatres) 


‘Mounties’ 2d Wk. 
$6,500, Still Best 
In Shivery Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 19. 

The mercury hit a new season’s 
low over the week-end, and grosses 
at box offices in the downtown area 
produced a reasonable facsimile. Be- 
sides the weather, theatre managers 
have another alibi in pre-Christmas 
shopping, for, while downtown 
streets are well peoples, not enough 
of the natives are touring to a seat 
in a picture house during matinees, 
and night traffic is no heavier. 

Circle is still healthy in its sec- 
ond week of ‘North est Mounted 
Police.’ Loew’s is only average with 
‘Kit Carson’ and ‘Dr. Kildare Goes 
Home.’ Indiana is suffering with 
hay fever, having given top play to 
Lum and Abner in ‘Dreaming Out 
Loud,’ doubled with ‘Too Many 
Girls” Lyric is also off with ‘Hit 
Parade of ‘41’ and ‘Hollywood on 
Loose’ on stage. 

Estimates for This Week 





eee ee eee 











Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 35-44- 

60)—‘North West Mounted’ (Par) 
(2d wk.). With upped priced 
okay $6,500. Last week, nifty 
$14,000. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Dreaming Out Loud’ 
and ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO). 
pulling as expected to disappointing 
$5,000 Last week, ‘Zorro’ (20th) 
and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th), 
average $7.300. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400: 25-30-40) — 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and ‘Kildare Goes 
Home’ (M-G). Average $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk.), at 
$1.10 top, very sad $4,500. 

Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Hollywood 
on Loose’ on stage. Red $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Great Profile’ (20) and Russ 
Morgan’s orchestra, just over the 
black line at $10,000. 


‘NELLIE’ NEAT $13,000, 
ZORRO’ 746, PROV. 


Providence, Nov. 19. 

More average takes are being reg- 
istered hereabouts this week, with 
no holiday to hypo biz. Since Rhode 
Island won't celebrate its 
giving until the traditional last 
Thursday, school children are about 
the only ones to get a break with the 
President's proclamation and should 
help the next session. 

Loew’s State looking happy again 
with ‘Little Nellie Kelly.’ Strand 
doing fine holdover biz with ‘Arise, 
fy Love.’ Maiestic doing nicely 
with ‘The Mark of Zorro.’ 

Estimates for This Week 








Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Tropics’ (U) and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO). 
Fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Pastor Hall’ 


UA) and ‘Spitfire’ (RKO), spurted 
or swell $8,400. 


( 
f , 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 


50)—‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Fa- 
ther Prince’ (WB) (2d run). Okay 
1$2.000. Last week, ‘Reuters’ (WB) 
and ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U) (2d run), 
good $2,500. 

Fays (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Youth 


Served’ (20th) and ‘Trailing Doubie 
Trouble’ (Mono). Stepnjng along to 
okay $4,000. Last week, ‘Frontier 


} 
} 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Trouble’ (Col) (3d wk). 





| Tenderfoot’ 


‘ZORRO’-"YOUTH’ BEST 
IN BKLYN AT $18,000 


Brooklyn, Noy. 19. 
Satisfactory attendance at. all 
downtown deluxers, with topnotch 








results at RKO Albee, displaying | 


‘Mark of Zorro’ and ‘Youth Will Be/ 
Served.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 


Dictator’ In 2 L. A. Houses Rolls Up 
30G, Aided by $3,500 Preem; ‘Bitter’ 
216, Hair’ $12,500, Mounties’, 3d 166 








‘Mark of Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Youth } 
Served’ (20th). Attractive $18,000. | 
Last week ‘Little Heaven’ (U) and/| 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) ditto. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50)—| 


| ‘East River’ (WB) and ‘Blondie Cu- 


pid’ (Col), Okay $15,000. Last week, | 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Melody | 
Moonlight’ (Rep) (2d wk), satisfac- | 
tory $14,500. | 

Met (Loew’s) 3,618; 25-35-50 )— | 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Outsider’ 
(Alliance). Good $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and 
Diamond Frontier’ (U) (2d wk.), 
passable $16,500. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Arise Love’ (Par) and ‘Pepper 
Okay $13,- 
000. Last week $15,500. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Leather Pushers’ (U) and ‘Ride, 
(Rep). Quiet $4,000. 





| Last week, ‘World Flame’ (Par) and | 


| ‘Margie’ 


| 





“ARISE” 37,00 


|; opener, 


(RKO) | 
Not | 


| (RKO), two 


Vengeance’ (Rep) and ‘Margie’ (U , | 


good $4,500. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)—_ 
‘Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Always Bride’! 
(WB). Stepping along nicely for 


good $7.500. Last week, ‘Seven Sin- 
ners’ (U) and ‘Father Prince’ (WB), 
strong $8,000. 


State (Loew) (3.200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Passport | 
Alcatraz’ (Col). Showing nice gain 


and heading for neat $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk), poor 
$9.500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Arise Love’ (Par) and 
Moonlight’ (Rep) (2d wk). Still go- 
ing strong. and set for nice $7,000. 
Knocked off swell $11,000 in opening 
session. 


| $2.000 for five days on third lap. 
‘Melody | 


(U) good $5,500. 





LEADS MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Nov. 19. 

Boxoffice is responding to ‘Arise | 
My Love,’ the New Malco attraction 
being easily the best money-getter of 
the week. Colbert-Milland romance 
started nicely and zoomed over the 
weekend, shooting well ahead of | 
‘Mark of Zorro,’ across the way at 
Loew's State. Latter is not doing 
badly, however. 

‘Escape’ rates so-so in its second | 
week at Loew’s Palace after 








a terrific | 
The Warner has Republic’s 


\‘Hit Parade of 1941’ and is finding | 


|*‘Men 


| 


Thanks- | 


business satisfactory. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 
44)—Zorro’ (20th), Good enough to 
rate fairish $5,500. Last week, “Too 
Many Girls’ (RKO), four days, and 
Against Sky’ (RKO), three| 
davs, $2,800, bad. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
— —Hit Parade’ (Rep). This one is 
doing better than expected. Might 
nab as much as $3,600. Last week, 
‘East of River’ (WB), $3,700, fair. | 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—‘Arise Love’ (Par). Rave 
word of mouth and press reports | 
spun this one ahead for weekend | 
after good opening. Should take easy 
$7.500. Last week, ‘Christmas July’ 
(Par) and ‘World in Flames’ (Par), 
$3.650, about as expected. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- | 
33-44)—Escape’ (M-G) (2d wk). For 
h.o., not bad at $3,000. Last week, 
$8.600, whameroo. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Grand Ole Opry’ (Rep), three 
days, ‘Before I Hang’ (Col), two 
days, and ‘So Won’t Talk’ (Col), two 
days. Should get good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep), three| 
days, ‘Fugitive Prison Camp’ (Col), | 
two days, and ‘Devil’s Pipeline’ | 
days, $1,800, about aver- 
; | 


age. 





| bally 


|} —‘Zorro’ 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ... .$387,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $356,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 








. 


OK $18,000 
IN WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 19. 





Comparison is tough this week Sticks for extra 


with three maior spots playing full 


ZORRO’ - VAUDE 


—_—_—__——- 








Los Angeles, Nov. 19. 

(Best Exploitation: Hawaii) 

Biz generally up on current stanza 
j}although some of the first runs will 
(not crash any new records. Bi 
| event locally was the debut of 
|Charlie Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dicta- 
tor,’ showing simultaneously at the 
|Carthay Circle at a two-a-day re- 
| served seat policy, and downtown at 
the United Artists on a grind, no 
reserved seat plan. Opus preemed 
(14) at the Circle at a $5.50 top, gar- 
nering around $3,500 on that show- 
ing. Thereafter the customary road 
show prices of $1.10 top at mats and 
$1.65 at nights are prevailing. Gar- 
nering about $30,000 at both houses, 

Paramount is holding ‘North West 
Mounted’ for third week with a 
fourth stanza a possibility. Bob 
Hope’s rehearsal of the Pepsodent 
radio show on the stage Sunday 
night (17) drew capacity house and 
pushed the gross $1,500 over the 
average Sunday biz. 

RKO and Pantages piled up lucra- 
tive first week on the Deanna Dur- 
bin opus, ‘Spring Parade,’ which 
three days. At 
Loew’s State and Grauman’s Chinese 
| ‘Bitter Sweet’ is fair. Warners are 





week and other three chopping to | doing so-so with ‘Lady With Red 
six days to make way for Thanks- | Hair,’ Hollywood house being in the 


giving Day open:ngs 
Met, two key WB houses, are taking 
this opportunity to officially shift 
from Friday to Thursday openings, 


leaving only Keith’s still clinging to | jure. 


Fridays. 


Tops easily is ‘Mark of Zorro,’ at | 2" 


second with 


for six days, 
stage. 
Bit of H 


ent 
eav 


en,’ dying despite hefty 
via two-day visit of Gloria 
Jean. Kid couldn’t make p.a. due 
to strict child labor law here, 


quets and stunts outside theatre. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
(20th) and vaude, It’s all 
pic, which is leading town 


up to 


(UA), surprised with solid $9,000. 


Karle and |/¢ad 


. -™ . "  ~@ . } W 
Big disappointment is ‘Little | men 


! 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Rhythm | 


River’ (Par) (2d ryn). 
town 
will nice $4,200 for six days 
Last week, ‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) (2d 


Back down- 


see 


run), strong $7,000 in first local 
showing at pop prices. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 


Holdiny to oke $15,000. 
big $29,000, 


Last week, 





‘Arise’ 10G, Durbin Ditto—Chaplin Strong $11,000 


On 3d 


Cleveland, Nov. 19. 
Unexpected first snow storm, that 
skidded autos in traffic jams and 
kept many show shoppers home, heid 
down the getaway of most hous 
Friday (15). Cold 
didn’t phase the jitterbugs w 
Woody Herman’s orchestra and 
‘Down Argentine Way’ a_ breezy 
send-off that is keeping Palace in 
first place. 

‘Arise My Love’ at State and Hipp’s | 
‘Spring Parade’ much siower and 
tied for what will be an okay take. 
‘Great Dictator’ going surprisingly 
fine at Stillman on third round, pull- 
ing more consistently than it has in 
other middle-western cities, despite 
hypoed prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Seven Sinners’ (U). Ordinary $2,500 
on a jumpover week. Last week. | 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB), all right at 


weather: 
} 
I 


+ 
LAL 


10 gav e 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) | 
—Spring Parade’ (U). Drawing | 
more Durbin fans afternoons than | 
evenings. Shift to Thursday open- | 


, good $10,000 


Sesh 


Last week, ‘Seven Sin- 


ners’ (U) way off at about $5,000. 
Lake (Warner) (900; 28-40)— 
‘World in Flames’ (Par) and ‘Chero- 
kee’ (Par). Realistic war film ap- 
parently scaring them away. Barely 
$1,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Men 
Against Sky’ (RKO) and ‘Married 
Adventure’ (Col) did better, $1,400. 
Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-42-55) 


—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) plus vaude. 
Woody Hermayg’s orchestra and film 
with heavy exploitation values show- 
ing smart returns, perhaps $17,000. 
Last week, ‘East River’ (WB) and 
‘Streets of Paris’ stage unit pulled 
up in last stretch, but still won 
nearly $20,000, grand. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450; 30-35-42-55) 


—‘Arise Love’ (Par). Although | 
awarded best of notices, it’s a bit 


too light or sophisticated for natives | 


to register more than okay $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Escape’ (M-G) had 
power, $14,500. 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 75-$1.10) | 


—‘Dictator’ (UA). Sailing into 
third week blithely, blown by winds 
worth $11,000, after scooping up ex- 


lings helping it a bit toward fairly ' cellent $16,000 on second week. 


after oke week at Earle and | 


‘Argentine’-Woody Herman 176, Cleve. 


KMTR. 
oer | conducted and 


| she hits the papers plenty via ban- 


due to a Bette Davis advertised 
iew early in the engagement. 

Hawaii theatre went to town on 
|exploitation for ‘Queen of Destiny,’ 
|resurrecting a number of old stunts 
and some new ones for patronage 
Special morning. screening 
was staged for the British consulate 
d staff as well as members of the 
A. board of education. Luncheon 


| prev 


4s 


| Capitol, with other vaude spot, Earle, | was ‘ossed at the Brown Derby, pre- 
‘Moon Over Burma’ | sided 
no names on either | Herbert Wilcox and Anna Neagle, 


over by Producer-Director 
‘ho stars in film, with newspaper- 
and education officials as 
Event was broadcast over 
Direct mail campaign was 
usual library tieups 
were made. Reviews of picture were 
broadcast each evening on Holly- 
wood Merry-Go-Round program. 
For ‘Bitter Sweet’ George Watters 
made an effective tieup with Her- 
shey Chocolate Co., whereby firm 
supplied samples of the bittersweet 


guests. 





. jcandy and provided cards whic 
with oke $18,000. Last week, Hulla- | were distributed on 1 eon 
a, go and starlets acon | Tree? Only expense to theatres 
American Revue,’ miserable 000. | was j r ba 

Sen dakes Tine: 28-44) — | viris inting cards and for the 
|*Argentine Way’ (20th) (2d run). } Estimates for This Week 
Back after fair week at Palace and; (Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 83c- 
wlil see nice $5,000. Last week, | $1.10-$1.65) ‘Dictator’ (UA). Longs 
‘Westerner’ (UA) (2d run), good | awaited Chaplin opus got under way 
$$5,500. to a $5.50 preem (14) and following 
Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— | day started two-a-day engagement. 
|‘Moon Over Burma’ (Par) and|Started slowly and outlook for first 
vaude. Just Lamour and her new | (Continued on page 20) 
bob for average $13,500, six days. | iaqaeiiededmisteteetihed ad 
Last week, ‘Reuters’ (WB) and/|6ér ? 2. a Py 
vaude, n.g. $13,500. Zorro ’ Escape Each 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— | .2 7 ine ‘i 
|*Bit Heaven’ (U). Diving toward | $3,700, Lincoln I ine 
new house low with $4,500 in six } Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 19. 
days. Last week, ‘Voyage Home’| ‘No Time for Comedy’ and ‘Mark 


of Zorro’ are heading for the most 
profitable biz this week in Lincoln, 
with ‘Escape’ showing more b.o. 
stamina than was expected it 
when booked. 

Unusual occurrence this week is 
the Variety’s stage bill, ‘Pardon Us, 
| Please,’ the Charles Seidner unit. 
Vaude act stayed around town for 


of 


(2d wk.).| three days, and did a fair job of 


| pulling patronage. 

Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 

(750; 10-15)—‘Frontier Vengeance’ 

(Rep) and “Trapped Sky’ (Col), split 


with ‘Out West Peppers’ (Col) and 
‘Roaring Dan’ (U). Usual $800. Last 
week, ‘Western Gold’ (20th) and 


; ‘Babies Sale’ (Col), light $700. 

| Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
(1,503; 10-25-40 )—‘Zorro’ (20th). 
Dames going for it mostly, although 


$3,700 is okay. Last week, ‘Spring 
| Parade’ (U), wasn’t up to expect- 
ancy, but came in with $3,800, helped 
by big football weekend 
Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Para- 
nount) (1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Golden 
Gloves’ (Par) and ‘Public Deb’ 
(20th). In for six days only. Likely 
$1,600, so-so. Last week, ‘Quarter- 
back’ (Par) and ‘Mystery Sea 
Raider’ (Par), got pretty fair $2,000 


bucking a severe cold blast. 
| Stwart (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
| (1,884; 10-25-40)—‘Escape’ (M-G). 
| Average at $3,700. Last week, ‘Third 
| Finger’ (M-G), 1aintained hefty 
pace all the way, $4,000. 

Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,000; 
10-25-40)—-‘Saint’s Double Trouble 
(RKO) and ‘Pardon Us, Please’ unit 


'on stage, three days. Fairly good 
|$1,700. Followed by four days of 
oldie dual, ‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col) and 


‘Happened One Night’ (Col), starting 
Sunday (17). Price will change to 
10-20-25c, but take will approxi- 


|mate $1,100, okay. Last week, ‘Vil- 
!lain Pursued’ (RKO) and ‘Secret 
Seven’ (Col), light $1,500. 

Varsity ‘(Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-25-40) —‘No Time Comedy’ (WB). 
| Off with a rush, and appears rolling 
itoward $3,400, fine. Last week, 
| ‘Ramparts’ (RKO), $3,000, nice. 
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U). S. Distribs Look to $800,000 


Coin in S.F. Escrow 


+ 


Jap Rental 


With no money being remitted 
from Japan at the present time and 
an unfavorable outlook for distribu- 
tion next year, chief interest of 
American distributors now in the 


Nipponese market is getting the coin 
out of the Yokohama Specie bank, 
San Francisco, next year. Foreign 
executives expect the money, $800,- 
000, to be released next June. This 
represents the combined rental 
money collected in Japan after the 
government froze all money there 
soon after the Sino-Japanese war 
began. 

At the time this pact was made, 
the U. S. distributors were allowed 
to distribute 240 pictures for the en- 
suing year, 1939. The number was 
trimmed about in half for 1940 with 
permits problematical in recent 
months. Not a cent has come from 
Japan since the pact on $800,000 was 
consummated late in 1938. 

Sole break that the American com- 
panies will get out of the Japanese 
situation is that this lump sum is 
realizable in American dollars and 
not subject to any decline in the 
value of the yen. That is one of the 
principal reasons that the U.S. dis- 
tributors agreed to allow this money 
to be tied up for three years. 


David Niven Sought 
For British War Pic; 
Les Fenton to Direct 








London, Nov. 5. 
Anglo-American, distrib organiza- 
tion hitherto inactive on production, 


has announced plans for film-mak- | 


ing with a _ high-budget feature 


showcasing activities of service 
branch responsible for jacking Nazi 








| July 7, with President Roosevelt ap- 


time-bombs from the danger zone. | 
‘Bomb Squad’ is understood set as | 
vehicle for David Niven, with deal | 


Mex. Exhibs Nixed 


On Personnel Slash 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 
Operators of the Cines Variedades 
and Eslava, two of the biggest film- 


}eries in Vera Cruz, had to back down 


on their decision to pare their per- 
sounel, even though this was to have 
beep an economy action because of 
bad biz. 

The exhibitors gave in and ended 
a strike that lasted a month. The 
help went on strike to compel the 
exhibitors to maintain full staffs. 
The federal labor department is hav- 
ing a hard time to decide whether or 
not the help should draw wages for 
the period during the strike. The 
exhibitors aver that if this pay is 
allowed, they will have to quit. 


SHOW BIZ BOOST 
IN MEX SEEN 
IN 1941 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 

Jitters about the political-economic 
situation and fears for the future 
have just about quit the amusement 
biz now that Washington has of- 
ficially recognized President - elect 
Gen. Manuel Camacho, the govern- 
ment candidate in the elections of 








pointing V.P-elect Henry A. Wallace 
as his personal rep at the inaugura- 
tion of Camacho, slated for Dec. 1. 
This Roosevelt action is generally 
accepted as settling the Mexican po- 
litical situation, which, for nearly a 
year, had been plenty disturbing and, 





| In London Studios 








London, Nov. 5. 
RKO’s ‘A Gift to His Majesty’ into 
work as second on Bill Sistrom’s 
program. 








Sally Gray signed for femme lead 
in ‘The Saint’s Vacation,’ opposite 
Sebastian Shaw in name role. RKO 
feature underway last week. 





Gainsborough’s ‘Ghcest Train’ com- 
pleted roster with signing of Kath- 
leen Harrison, Peter Murray-Hill, 
Morland Graham, Carol Lynne, 
Betty Jardine, Stuart Lathom, Her- 
bert Lomas, Linden Travers and Ray 
Huntley. Maurice Ostrer producing. 


BRITISH STUDIO 
CONTROL SEEN 











London, Novy. 5. 

New wrench is being readied for 
toss into British production ma- 
chinery if off-the-record talk is to be 
believed here. Understanding is 
confabs are presently being held be- 
tween Board of Trade and producers 
on matter of restricting studio space. 
Rule would see government control 
of all available stages. 

Behind the project, the report con- 
tinues, is government’s newly-bowed 
insurance setup for film-makers. By 
cutting down on number of locations, 
thus would be _ reduced liability 
arising from bombings of now wide- 
spread studio sites, 


Mexican Gov't Gives 
Oscars for Drama, 
Music, Film Scripts 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 
Congress has okayed the ministry 
of public education’s ambition to do 
a little Oscaring on its own. The 
ministry can now award annually 
seven cash prizes of $10,000 (Mex) 











governed by military headquarters’ | coupled with very bad economic 
aid in arranging his release from|times, had skidded amusement biz. | 
duty. The industry now looks for a de-| 

Leslie Fenton will direct ‘Bomb | cided upswing. | 
Squad’ under producer setup of| Nothing big in that direction is 
Gerry Freeman, Anglo’s managing | looked for until the turn of 1941, 
director. Megger is stated here to} when the new government can really 


have been brought specially over 
from Hollywood, accompanied by 
wife, Ann Dvorak, whois slated to 
fill romantigq niche. Earlier Holly- 


wood report stated Fenton was en-| 


route solo for 


duty. 

Scripting is complete, and plan is 
to roll feature before end 
year. 
world-wide release on this one and 
subsequent picts are indicated. 


Pascal, With ‘Barbara’ 
Neg, Due Over Dec. 23 


Gabriel Pascal will risk his origi- 
nal negative and master print of 
‘Major Barbara’ in a flight by clipper 
from Lisbon to New York next 
month. Producer is due Dec. 23. He 
recently completed filming the 
George Bernard Shaw story at Den- 
ham, England. 

Usual practice 
over dangerous routes is to transport 


only ‘a lavender print. Pascal can 
Save time, however, by working on 


this side military 








| 


| 
| 


of the| 
Anglo-American will aim for | 


| 





in shipping film | 


} tory. 


get down to biz. The amusement in- 
dustry is reconciled to counting 1940 
the worst year in its peacetime his- 
It had worse 12 months dur- 
ing the armed phase of the revolu- 
tion 20 years ago. 


DANGER—DEATH AT WORK 


2 Composers for Mexican Film Die 
After Getting Assignment 

Mexico City, Nov. 19. | 

Death played a strange trick with 
music-writing assignments for the 
pic, ‘Ay, Que Tiempos Senor Don 
Simon’ (‘Those Were the Days, Senor 
Simon’). Manuel Castro Padilla, 
noted composer and impresario of | 
the Teatro Lirico here, where Lupe 
Velez first came to notice, died soon 
after he got the assignment. The 








writing was then assigned to Sil- 
vestre Revueltas, another big-time 
composer. But he passed on, just 


when he had started the job. 

The assignment has now been ac- 
cepted by Rau] Lavista, a youngster 
who has made his n Lavista’s 
friends warn him that he may be- 





ark 


'eome a victim of ‘the rule of three.’ 


Cutting and dubbing of the English | 
version right up to the time he must | 


Catch the clipper and then continue 
his work on the American version in 
this country. Film will be distribbed 
by United Artists. 

Difficulties of working on the pic- 
ture have considerably eased during 
the Past six weeks, Pascal cabled. In 
addition to a letup in the intensity 
of the air raids, a system of roof 
lookouts was set up so that the staff 
Wasn't forced into a shelter every 
time the siren sounded, but only 
When danger appeared imminent at 
Denham. 

After his first trip to Londén in 
several weeks, Pascal cabled: ‘I was 
More impressed by what damage had 


not been done than by what had 
been done.’ 





_ Step-up in Anglo-American (Brit- 
ish) Sales office has Vivian Parsons 
MOving in as general sales manager 
from supervisor post. 





But he laughs at them and is de- 
termined to finish the music. Pic, 
which features a glorified can-can, is 
1941. 


scheduled for release early in 


G.U.T.’s 2206 Profit 


Sydney, Nov. 1. 
Greater Union Theatres reported 
profit of 44.000 pounds ($220,000 at 








| par sterling) for the first 10 months | 


| 





this year. 

Theatre chain only had _ product 
from Universal, Columbia, Republic 
and Monogram. 





Greenhouse Due in N. Y. 

Dan Greenhouse, RKO manager for 
Philippines, expected in New York 
this week from the Coast. 

He's on vacation. 








Will Fyffe signed to character role 
in Warner's ‘Empire Was Built,’ be- 
ing made in England. 


jute, to 


each to each Mexican man or woman 
who makes the best showing of the 
year in literature (fiction or fact), 


Stage Unions Draft Plan in England 
For Relief of Unemployment Problem 








Real Gun Used in Picture 


7 * 





Nearly Causes Tragedy 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 

Too much realism provoked a near- 
| shooting tragedy during the making 
| of a pic in a local studio. The action 
|called for Fernando Fernandez, pop 
| radio singer, to be shot by his broth- 
er, Emilio, a pic actor. Fernandez 
collapsed, shot in the stomach by a 
real bullet. He will recover. Emilio 
has been exonerated. 

There was an ironic coincidence 
in this affair. Emilio’s pic pistol and 
cartridge were provided by mistake 
by Pablo Granjean, property man, 
whom Emilio wounded in a shooting 
scrape last year, a fight that was not 
for pix. Granjean convinced the po- 
lice that he had provided a real bul- 
| let instead of a blank purely by mis- 
| take. 


207, OF BRITISH 
FILMERIES 
SHUT 


London, Nov. 5. 
Blue-tinted picture of film biz here 
was painted at meeting of Kinemato- 


graph Renters Society in considering 
present financial blitz. It was stated 
20% of cinemas in the country are 
now closed, with number 











tendance. 


A further unsatisfactory viewing 
was obtained from news KRS is 
holding weekly meetings to deal with 
|cases of coin-hit exhibs unable to 
meet bills for rental hire 

On the other hand, Sam Eckman, 
|Jr., Metro’s British chief, recently 
| stated his company’s figures for the 
previous eight weeks showed better 
biz than for same period a year ago. 





| 





poetry, drama, picture writing, mu- | 


sic, plastic arts and scientific inves- 


| tigations. 


Picking is to be done by a com- 
ish representing the ministry and 
the National University of Mexico. 


Insure ‘Nat'l Theatre 


Hustle to Pep Output 


rising | 
steadily with continuing drop in at- | 


London, Nov. 5. 

Faced by conditions of unusual 
hardship in the ranks, combined per- 
former and technical unions have 
met with theatre managers to set up 
an emergency committee to handle 
Idleness extends 
throughout whole of the profession 
due to complete shutdown of London 
legit and vaude houses. When a 
definite slate has been formulated, 
emergency committee will fackle 
Parliament with a plan for aid. 

Scenic artists’ position is particu- 
larly tough, hit by both war shutter- 
ing and harsh economy rules now 
in force where shows are playing. 


the problem. 


| Artists have no union, so can raise 
} . . 
no effective squawk against inroads 





| cense, 


| Of Low Mex. Pic Prod. 





Mexico City, Nov. 19. 
| Mexican pic producers will have to 


| had 


being made on profession by ordi- 
nary stagehands called in to rehabili- 
tate old sets or do on-the-spot touch- 
ing up. 

Musicians’ union is carrying a 
platform for use of instrumentalists 
aS against numberless amateur play- 
ers being offered work in wartime 
shows. Wider play to Sunday open- 
ing for legit houses on the musical- 
concert setup provides an obvious 
break for musicians group. 


British Exhibs Split 
In Sunday Openings 
Due to Charity Tariff 


London, Nov. 58. 

Appeal to exhibs to get behind 
drive for nation-wide Sunday open- 
ing is being nixed in many quar- 
ters by refusal] of house-owners to 
go for the Sabbath trade unless 
Charity Tax is axed completely. 
Number of key towns have turned 
down Sunday opening chance even 
when made available by authori- 
ties; others have failed to apply 
for renewal of existing Sabbath li- 
grounds being given. that 
charity levy makes it unprofitable 
to the exhib to operate that day. 
Tax percentage in some cases can 
run as high as 25%. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors 
recently attempted to line up 
branches for a drive on Parliament 
to sanction Sunday opening. At the 
moment it is controlled by local au- 








Assn. 


For $20,000,000 (Mex.) |do some tall hustling if they want | thorities, 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 
The Palace of Fine Arts (national 


theatre), which cost $30,000,000 
(Mex.) ($6,000,000 U. S.) to build 
over a period of 25 years, has been 
insured for $20,000,000 (Mex.) ($4,- 


000,000 U. S.) by a 
Mexican underwriters. Policy pro- 
tects the Palace against fire and acci- 
dents. 


This is said to be the heaviest in- 


surance coverage of any 


| Latin America, 


London In Wartime 


syndicate of 


theatre in 


|\to save 1940 from being the lowest 
output year in their history, for up 
to Oct. 31 only 19 features had been 
completed. Ten of these pix have 
been exhibited, not one being out- 
standing. 

There are hopes that the $35,000 
provided as an advance by the Cal- 
deron Bros. for the completion of 10 
|'pix for their cinema circuit in 
southwestern VU. S. will bring 1940 
production ito at least 29 features by 
| Dec. 31. 





London, Nov. 5. 


Apartment of William Sassoon, 
French refugee film producer, 
burgled. Among things snatched 
were his wife’s three fur coats, 
valued at $10,000. 

Metro’s Empire is only picture 
theatre in West End which has a 


permanent crew of air-raid spotters. 

Marion Harris slightly injured 
when her home in London was hit 
by bomb, but still refuses to sleep 
in air raid shelter. 





Reported killed in air raid in prov- 
inces is Navarre, some years ago 
stooge for Fred Sanborn. He be- 


came quite a name as single on the | 
Broadcasting Corp. | 


air for British 
Was 45 years old. 

Government just closed deal to 
provide entertainments in tube sta- 
tion shelters. Will be of 30 minutes’ 
duration, with each company doing 
three shows nightly, covering route 
by special train provided by the 
transport company. 





Bud Flanagan practically decided, | forced landing recently, and was actress. 
damaged, but returned to 


and changed his mind the last min- 
take cottage in country 


| owned by Desiree Elinger, but which 
was taken by Harry Sylvester. A 


few days later bomb blew cot- 
tage up. 

| a 

| Princes restaurant, once ace cab- 
aret, which housed such attraction 
as Three tevellers, Ben Blue 


Frances Day and Jack Smith, an ai 
raid victim. Also the famed Drury 
Lane theatre. 

General Theatres and Moss Em- 
| pires have moved their offices from 


!Cranbourn street, London, to Great | 


Missenden. 





the 





Maurice Elvey to direct film for 


| the Ministry of Information. 





Phin. Balcon, brother of Michael. 
received commission in the Royal 
Air Force, 





Wife of Harold French killed in 
their London flat during air raid. 
| Their little girl was evacuated re- 
| cently 
| Hollywood. 





Robert Douglas had to make a 


| slightly 
| duty almost immediately. 


next 


to Ian MHunter’s place in, 





DAVID ROSE STILL 
STALLED IN LISBON 


David E. Rose, Pararmount’s man- 
aging director in Great Britain, again 
was delayed ‘last week in getting 
away from Lisbon for U., S. when 
departure of his Clipper plane was 
|postponed because of unfavorable 
|flying weather. Rose planned to be 
|in N. Y. by the end of last week on 
|his first visit since heavy bombing 
'attacks began on London. His family 
has been in U. S. for several months. 

Rose is coming to make a first- 
hand report on latest developments, 
the distribution setup and_ studio 
conditions in Great Britain. He also 
will tell John W. Hicks, Jr., foreign 
sales chief, just how much damage 
has been suffered by Paramount 
properties on the British Isles. Rose 


va supposed to visit N. Y. the 
middle of this year but postponed the 
trip because of the press of im- 


mediate business at London. 


Fernando Wagner Sets 
Pix Stars for Mex Legit 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 

Fernando Wagner, who did well 
with his Pan-American theatre here 
last summer, has arranged a new 
season, tentatively scheduled to open 
month at the Palace of Fine 
Arts (National Theatre), that will be 
an innovation because his company 
is to include some of Mexico's lead- 
ing. pix stars. 

Wagner is to open 
| Christie’ and has. signed 
femme lead, Isabela Corona, the pic 
Her supports are to he 
Arturo de Cordoba, making his stage 
jiebut, and Stella Inda 





with ‘Anna 
for the 
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Wednesday, November 20, 1949 


‘OPENING EVERYWHERE 
THIS HOLIDAY WEEK! 


following spectacular World Premiere limited to one 
week only at the Roxy, N. Y., with Kay and his 
band in person! 














eee! 
” 


showman 
$0 is fun, 


PETER BORIS BELA 


LORRE-KARLOFE-LUGOSE accu PARRISH SNS OMS - fia kructe and kay KyseR's eano 


featuring GINNY SIMMS nary saseitt - ish KABIBBLE 
SULLY MASON and “THE COLLEGE OF MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE” 


Produced and directed by DAVID BUTLER 


Screen play by James V. Kern 


, i 
ry 
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UA Stops Selling Chaplin at 70%, 


Upped Admish; 


New Terms Indef 





United Artists has ceased selling 
contracts on Charles Chaplin’s ‘Great 
Dictator’ under the upped admission 
—10% policy. Picture will be seen 
in no more houses than those al- 
ready played or contracted for, num- 
bering about 150, until the six-month 
clause protecting the upped admish 
scale has expired, Arthur W. Kelly, 
general sales manager, said Monday 

18). 
, Kelly explained that the film will 
be allowed to continue out its spe- 
cial runs before an attempt is made 
to place it in regular distribution. 
Six-month clause, protecting public 
and exhibitors from the film’s being 
shown in their territory at less than 
the 75c-$1.10 price, is effective from 
date of the preem in New York. 
That was Oct. 15, which means ‘Dic- 
tator’ will go into general distribu- 
tion April 15. 

There was no effort, Kelly said, 
to make the six-month clause ef- 
fective for six menths from the open- 
ing of the film in each zone as this 
would have created too many com- 
plications. On ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
which was similarly sold, the price- 
protecting clause was for one year, 

When selling is resumed, admish 
scale will be down to ordinary prices, 
Kelly said, but what percentage will 
be asked exhibs hasn’t been decided. 
He asserted that was up to Chaplin 
and there had been no confabs on it 
as yet. 

Biz Disappoints at 75c-$1.10 

Change in policy is seen as the 
first official recognition of the gen- 
erally-accepted fact that the pic is 
not doing expected business. ‘It 
started off doing ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ grosses,’ one UA exec said, 
‘and is still doing excellegtly but has 
dropped off somewhat.’ 

It is understood that UA’s refusal 
to make any more contracts guar- 
anteeing 10% profit on the engage- 
ment, which it did at first, led to 
the change in policy. It’s admitted- 
ly impossible to get an exhib to 
accept 70% rental terms without the 
profit guarantee. And, as a result 
of the warranty, it is said, UA had 


to fork over so much to certain ex- | 


hibs that it would have fared bet- 
ter to rent the film at the ordinary 
40%. 

Expect Nazi Trouble in S.A. 
Nazi boycott of Chaplin’s ‘Dictator’ 
in South America is expected by 
United Artists, foreign manager 


Walter Gould declared Monday (18). | 


Gould, who recently returned from 
@ tour of the southern continent, re- 


marked: ‘There are plenty of Nazis 
down there.’ 


Nevertheless, Gould said, he didn’t | 


expect the boycott would do serious 
harm. Means of enforcing it, he 
explained, would probably be sim- 
ilar to that on Metro’s ‘Mortal 
Storm.’ A rep of the local Nazi or- 


ganization stood continually in front | 


of each house playing the film and 
watched all of those going in. Con- 


sequences of his spotting a member | 


of the group or a sympathizer pass- 
ing through the wicket can only be 
Suessed at. 

4 rf , . 

Dictator will probably open al- 
most simultaneously, Gould said, in 


a number of South American cities, | 
London and possibly Sydney, around | 


Jan. 1. Contracts are now being 
drawn for S. A. and London, it was 
Stated. Terms will be 70% against 
& guarantee, despite expected exhib 
Squawks. Attempt is being made to 
Open the film day-and-date in four 
houses in one Latin American city, 
Gould said, : 

Qvening of ‘Dictator’ in London 
will not be delayed by loss of prints 
en route, the UA foreign depart- 
ment declared, because virtually 
every boat that has left within the 


Past month has carried a duplicate. 
F dispatched to | 
“ngland is now believed lost, since | 
it left New York a little more than | 


Original lavender 


4 month ago and has not arrived. 





Aussie Balk on ‘Dictator’ 
; Sydney, Nov, 1. 
United Artists, 


aver, are heading for trouble on 


terms being asked for Chaplin’s ‘Dic- 
a this zone. Appears that 
he N. Y. moguls of UA are plan- 
rep with Cecil Marks, local boss, 
9 set playdates on Aussie runaround 
Similar to ‘Gone,’ such as release in 
two ace theatres in the key spots 
Simultaneously, 70% of the takings 


on upped admissions, and no early 
release in th 


ing at higher rates at the boxoffices. 


ateearned that Marks is presently 
“ empting to set a deal with Hoyts, 
©, according to inside info, have 


so Aussie exhibs | 


. e minor spots, except- | 


the first call on the pic, but it’s re- 
garded as doubtful whether Hoyts’ 
execs will agree to the terms as laid 
down on present lines, figuring that 
a layoff may bring a lowering in 
rental ideas. Whilst Hoyts took a 
chance with ‘Gone’ in Melbourne 
with Metro, the storm of protest over 
upped admissions in that sector de- 
termined execs never to buck the 
public again on the upping of ad- 
missions for any pic. 

Right now the Exhibs’ Assn. 
advised the MPDA that Aussie ex- 
hibs will not tolerate rental in- 
ereases during 1941, and is definite- 
ly against increasing admission rates 
during wartime. Threat of strong 
political pressure is forecast should 
distribs go ahead on advanced rent- 
als next year, including any bid to 
make exhibs raise admissions. Ap- 
pears, too, that some inside info on 
the pic biz is flowing to Prof. Cope- 
land, the man who controls wartime 
prices throughout Australia, and 
Variety learns that Copeland is 
frowning upon bids to up picture 
prices next year. 

Present indications are that the 
Exhibs’ Assn. and the MPDA are 
framing plans to offset each other 
covering the advance of 1941, and 
some very interesting angles should 
come to light in the very near fu- 
ture. The exhibs were strongly 
against Metro over ‘GWTW’; today 
they are doubly stronger over the 
proposed terms coming from UA on 
‘Dictator.’ 


has 





Tasmania Adamant 


Hobart, Tasmania, Nov. 1. 
An attempt has been made here 
to boycott ‘Gone’ on playdates over 
ithe Thornley loop. This sector is a 
| strong Labor layout and upped ad- 
| missions have not appealed to pay- 
ees. Metro is endeavoring to have 
the picture run three weeks in Ho- 
bart on ups, but it’s doubtful 
whether this time will be gotten. 
National Theatres, opposition to 
Thornley, is bringing ‘Rebecca’ 
(UA) to time with ‘GWTW,’ an- 
nouncing that this one is Selznick’s 
latest production, and can be viewed 
at ordinary admissions. 











| No More Roadshowings 
Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

| ‘Great Dictator’ will have no road- 
| fhowings on the Coast or in the 
'Rocky Mountain area other than cur- 
rent advanced price bookings here 
and Denver. 

| Picture goes into general release 
lin January. Profit margin on per- 
i centage deal eliminated from con- 
tracts. 





RKO Product Deals 
Following delayed 
Saenger has signed up for the RKO 
1940-41 product for all 
lin Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama 
land Florida, numbering 99. 


Mochrie, eastern-southern division | 
|manager at the RKO h.o; Dave 
Prince, southern district manager, 


and Page Baker, 


sentative in New Orleans, worked 
lout the deal with Gaston Dureau, 
Jr., of Saenger. 

RKO has also sold the Great 


States circuit, operating 63 theatres 
in Indiana and Illinois. Jules Ru- 
bens made the deal for Great States. 

RKO has 


negotiations, | 
its theatres 


Bob | 


RKO’s local repre- | 


closed for the 1940-41 | 





Det. Conforms 


Continued from page 5 








upon the theatre showings on pic- 
tures because of the preponderance 
of people from outside the trade who 
showed up and sometimes crowded 
out those with a better right to be 
there. THey didn’t want to encounter 
ill will by turning down the gate- 
crashers and ‘invited friends.’ 

Paramount already has broken the 
ice for the out-state screenings 
which will take some of the pres- 
sure off Detroit. Earlier having en- 
countered the fact that the up-state 
exhibitors didn’t want to spend the 
time or the money for junkets in to 
Detroit, the studio began to meet 
the boys halfway. Thus far, with 
success, it has staged two screenings 
near the northern part of Michigan 
with enthusiastic enough response 
to provoke the other exchanges to 
make similar plans. 

The practice of out-state screen- 
ings is expected to grow rapidly now 
under the new decree and the indi- 
cated response. 


US. ARMY FILM 
SERVICE ADDS 
MORE HOUSES 


Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, Nov. 19. 

With the expansion of the national 
defense program, the U. S. Army 
Motion Picture Service, of which 
W. E. Crist is regional manager and 
booker, is taking on a number of 
new theatres in this area. New 
houses are to be established in 
Brownwood, San Angelo, Palacios 
and at El Paso. Besides the ones 
|mentioned above he also handles the 
|bookings for four houses here, one 
|at Randolph Field; at Marra El Paso, 
|‘Galveston,’ Bracketville and Rio 
|Grande, all in the, state of Texas; at 
| Shreveport, La.; Ft. Sill and Ft. 
|Reno, Okla., and Ft. Huachuca, Ariz. 
| A new booking office will be es- 
|tablished in Atlanta to handle a por- 
|tion of the southeastern booking now 
being handled by Crisp. 














Another Service Theatre 
Detroit, Nov. 19. 
To meet the 
|} mands because of the heavy concen- 


| tration of soldiers at Fort Custer, | 


| the Butterfield chain will add a new 
theatre in Battle Creek. 
| be started shortly on the new 800- 
| seater which will be devoted to sec- 
| ond-run pictures. 
| The chain recently opened two 
| new houses in Michigan, the South- 
|town, in Lansing, and the Hill in 
| Hillsdale. 


Picture Workers in U. S. A. 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Plan for picture workers, drafted 
for military serv 


cussion by the Picture Production 
Defense Committee and the Army 
Signal Corps. 

Arrangement would assign draftees 
with special qualifications to training 
in the Picture Production project. 
Photographic and technical divisions 
of the Signal Corps would get the 
| bulk of workers. 


A. M. Shows for War Workers 





(current) season’s product with the} 


Comerford circuit, operating around | 


75 theatres in Pennsylvania and New 
York state. 





‘John Nolan and John Roberts 
acted for the circuit, while Bob 
Mochrie represented RKO, in com- 
pany with Nat Levy, district man- 
ager, and Charles Zagrans, branch 
head at Philadelphia. 
Cantor 
Continued from page 2 








get about 50 ‘adopted’ sons through 
|his refugee work. He announced he 
is preparing to open his Great Neck 
| (L. I.) estate for 100 British refugee 
|children as soon as transportation 
can be arranged to bring them to 
| America. 

| Coming here with his wife, Ida, 
|Cantor precipitated a disturbance 
| with his appearance at the Broad- 
' wood. More than 1,000 people were 


| held in the ballroom of the hotel, 
necessitating the presence of an 
extra detail of police to maintain or- 
der. More than 4,000, at $1 per, 
jammed the hall, normally seating 
3,200. 


|turned away from the entertainment | 


Bridgeport, Nov. 19. 
showings have’ been 
skedded at Stratford theatre to ac- 
-comodate workers in factories of 
Bridgeport and vicinity which have 
been operating day and night on de- 
fense materials 

Al Pickus, Stratford, 
figured that thousands of men and 
women have been taken off the nor- 
mal schedule by the peak produc- 
tion at the nearby plants, and there- 
'fore is advertising a 10:30 a.m. get- 
off Tuesdays and Thursdays. 


Morning 


operator of 





Chas. Chaplin Suing On 
‘Shoulder Arms’ In 16 MM. 


Charles Chaplin will be examined 
| before trial in N. Y. federal court 
| Nov. 26 according to a notice to that 
effect filed Monday (18) by Harry 
Jacobs, doing business 


lin is suing. 

The actor-producer -claims that 
Jacobs secured a print of ‘Shoulder 
Arms’ made by him in 1918, reduced 
it to 16 mm. in August, 1938, and 
sold the dupes. An injunction, ac- 
counting of profits and damages are 
sought. 


entertainment de-| 


Supper Show Hour 
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WB Invasion 


Continued from page 7 a 


Bradenton. There may be addi- 
tional houses in certain spots to meet 
the increased grewth of Florida. 
During the past year, Kent stated, 12 
new theatres have been erected by 
Sparks. This includes one at Or- 
lando about a year ago, which, with 
the new operation there, gives Sparks 
two more in that resort spot on the 
year. The whole east coast is well 
theatred by Sparks, and if St. Johns 
hopes to compete with Sparks in 
Jacksonville or elsewhere in the 
state the move is regarded as en- 
visioning high ambitions. 

The Miami sector is not believed 
to be on the St. Johns list, because 
the Warner fuss is with Sparks alone, 











MPLS.-ST. PAUL'S 


and, so far as can be determined, 
does not embrace the Paramount 
group of houses in the Miami region, 
operator for Par by S. A. Lynch. 
This circuit, known as Paramount 
Enterprises, is also expanded. It has 
just completed the Boulevard in 
Miami proper; has the Beach under 
construction at Miami Beach, and is 
planning a third, also on the beach. 


The Wometco circuit is also pow- 

erful in the Miami territory. Headed 
by Mitchell Wolfson and Sidney 
Meyer, it operates around 20 theatres. 
The city of Pensacola, Fla., is not on 
the Sparks books, three theatres in 
the town being operated by Saenger 
of New Orleans, which purchased the 
Warner product this year. 
In New York last week with Kent, 
E. J. Sparks returned to Jacksonville 
Friday (15), but will be back the end 
of this week, under plans. Kent also 
went back Friday (15). 








SNOWSTORMS: 





| 
| 
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Work will} 


| dollars, In 


| When 
empty. 


e, to continue their | 


| vacations in the Army, is under dis- | that highways and roads were made | 


| to get transportation going on great- 
lly curtailed 


| exception. 


as the Gar- | 
den Camera Exchange, whom Chap- | 


SOCK B.0. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 19. 
The theatre industry here and 
throughout the territory is still 





Alone Prevented 


A Major Catastrophe in Pitt Theatre 


> 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. 

More than 100 patrons at the Har- 
ris-Alvin theatre early last Thurs- 
day evening (14) had a miraculous 
escape from death when half of the 
roof collapsed and dropped down in 
the middle of the orchestra pews. 
Only four persons were hurt, and 
only slightly, and quick thinking of 
Bill Zeilor, manager, and an usher, 
Glenn Pottermeyer, prevented a ma- 
jor disaster. 

Pottermeyer noticed bits of plas- 
ter falling down from the ceiling 
and notified Zeilor. Together they 
immediately herded every customer 
beneath the steel-supported balcony, 
and a moment later, the top of the 
house cracked open and poured hun- 
dreds of tons of masonry and rafters 
over the floor below. Damage was 
estimated by officials at more than 
$50,000. 

Although patrons were safe at 
time of crackup, they didn’t know it 
and broke into a stampede when 
roof caved, fearing balcony might 
alsq crash, too. Additional panic 
was added when the sprinkler sys- 
tem let go and poured virtually a 
thunderstorm on the milling crowd. 
When top of house fell, the lights 
went out and up in the booth, Don- 
ald Ackard and his assistant, Elliott 
Sullivan, ripped film (‘Too Many 
Girls’) from the machine and used 
it for an emergency lighting system, 
illuminating wrecked interior and 
part of balcony. 

Opened in 1891 

Alvin is only theatre in Pitts- 
burgh where such a roof collapse 
could be possible because it’s the 
only playhouse in town still opera- 
ting that has a construction frame- 
work of wood. House was opened 
in 1891 and for 43 years was one of 
city’s top legit houses. In 1934, it 
was leased by Harris interests from 
Harvard College, owner of building 
and turned into a deluxe cinema at 
a cost of more than $200,000. At 
that time, steel girders were installed 
to strengthen the first balcony but 
no steel went into the roof struc- 
ture. 

Andrew Frazier, city building in- 
spector, said Alvin had been in- 
spected ‘from cellar to roof’ about 
Oct. 25 and that it was ‘entirely 
safe then.’ He expressed an opin- 
ion that wooden trusses supporting 
the roof had ‘dried out’ since the 
inspection, weakening the base. 

Smallness of crowd was thought to 
have been responsible for saving 





wobbly from the heating which it 

took from one of the worst blizzards | 
in history. The storm dented grosses 
to the extent of tens of thousands of | 


numerous instances, | 
last Monday and Tuesday | 
were called off entirely. | 
played, houses were near- | 
Grosses in de luxe neigh- | 
borhood houses have been reported 
as low as $9 and $11. 

Snowfall and wind were so heavy 


shows 
nights 


impassable for several days. Last | 
Monday night bus, streetcar and 
taxicab service was completely para- 
lyzed and it took until Wednesday 


} 
| 


schedules. Privately | 
owned motor cars also were unable 
to manipulate. Thousands of work- | 
ers in downtown Minneapolis were 
marooned in the loop Monday night | 
and couldn’t get home. 

In order to get an audience, the 
Alvin theatre went across the street 
to the union bus depot and invited 
300 people marooned there to be its 
guests at the show. The State per- 
mitted its patrons to remain there 
all night. The Alvin called off its 
Monday night performances entirely. 
Many neighborhood houses in Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul and theatres | 
throughout the territory also re- | 
mained dark Tuesday. 

Film salesmen were snowbound as 
many as four days. Film shipments’ | 
missouts were the rule instead of the 
The fact that the storm | 
broke on Armistice Day, when bet- 
ter-than-average grosses were antici- 


pated, made it an even more bitter | 
pill to swallow. 





Hughes On Goldwyn Lot 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Howard Hughes closed a deal for 
the use of the Goldwyn studio for 
the production of his story about 
Billy the Kid. Gregg Toland, Gold- 
wyn cameraman, goes with the deal. 
Picture is slated to roll next week 





{with Howard Hawks directing. 


|its Bank Nights from Thursday 


every life inasmuch as job of getting 
them together was accomplished 
quickly. It was pointed out that had 
Alvin’s Bank Nights still been 
Thursday and _ Friday, fatalities 
would have been numerous, fcr on 
Bank Night, house usually fills at 
around 6 o'clock. Roof break took 
place at 6:23. But just a couple of 
months ago, management switched 
and 
Friday to Monday and Tuesday. 

Amung the four injured was one 
usher, Guy Bulifont, with wrist and 
ankle sprains. Others were all wo- 
men, Elizabeth Denk, Mildred Mc- 
Intosh and Hilda Danielson. 

Whether Alvin would be demol- 
ished completely and rebuilt from 
scratch, or whether the damage 
would be repaired couldn’t be 
learned until trustees representing 
Harvard, which was willed the 
building years ago, could be assem- 
bled. For time being, A product set 
for the Alvin will be re-routed into 
Senator, Harris circuit’s other first- 
run house downtown. As for dis- 
position of Senator’s commitments, 
that hasn’t been decided yet. Likely 
to take months at least before Al- 
vin will be open again. 

KIDS ON A SPREE 
Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Next East Side Kids feature to be 
produced by Sam Katzman for Mon- 
ogram is ‘Honeymoon Cottage,’ slated 
to start Dec. 2. 

Leo Gorcey and Bobby Jordan 
share top roles, 








‘Joe Palooka’ 


Continued from page !___E 








was added that Fisher had spent con- 
| siderable time these past months in 
ithe army camps, getting color and 
authentic material so that he could 
| induct ‘Joe’ into the new life realis- 
| tically. 

The newspapers went on to point 
out that ‘Joe,’ being a popular guy 
\given to always doing the right 
thing, probably could exert quite an 
influence for Uncle Sam and give 
quite a boost to enlistrnents, 

















































































































































































16 FILM REVIEWS 


Wedn 


ARIETY 





esday, November 20, 1916 





|played the Leslie Crosbie role. Para- 
;mount, 18 months later, brought it to 


BITTER SWEET 





(Operetta) ithe screen with Jeanne Eagels doing | 
(TECHNICOLOR) the top character. It played six 
y R weeks at the Criterion, N. Y., on a| 
Hollywood, Nov. 15. ; a e igs Pe 
Metre-Geldwyn-Mayer release of Victor | tWO-8-day $2 top policy. In the 
Saville production. Stars Jeanette Mue dawn of the sound era, VARIETY s re- 
— and Nelson weap: features oe view announced that ‘dialog was 
anders, Ian Hunter, Felix Bressart, Ed- |. , via sv! ronization on 
ward Ashley, Lynne Carver, Diana Lewis spoken ven W.E. bo sey we th fea- 
Directed by W. S. Van Dyke II. Operetta disc.’ It was the first full-leng ei 
by Noel Coward; screenplay by Lesser Sam- ture made at Par’s Long Island stu- 
wels; camera, Oliver T. Marsh; Techni- dios, 
color photograph), Allen Davey; editor, . . : _ 
Harold F. Kress: musical direction, Her- Each version of the story, up to 
bert Stothart; additional lyrics, Gus Ki hn; and including the 1940 model, has | 
dances, Ernst Matray. Reviewed at Griu- had variations, principally in the de- | 
‘ 3 inere Oo > wunning . 
time, 82 NS nouement. Probably none, however, | 
Barah Millick... Jeanette MacDonald as been more melodramatic than | 
ara ML} Che sscoes Pe te Mac onal : , 
Carl Linden.... ....Nelson Eddy the present one, more likely to cause 
Baron von Tra bectubwes George Sanders the audience to leave the theatre on | 
Lorn Shayne eeventer shes 3 ee a note of morbidity and a plush-and- 
one , 
TET TT ehh intward A\chic, Velvet sort of sordidness. The end- | 
Re ee aoa os ae Lynne Carver ing isn’t tragic, for the author has 
Jane ee eins Ree wae eeRee eS Diana Lewis built up no feeling of sympathy for | 
oe eriitick voneaneseavee es mee ese his principal character, yet it’s grim 
TS. Millick.....0-sccccccecess way olde : a | 
ON OO eer re Sig Rumann Lack of something to lighten and | 
Lady Daventry......-+++++++ Janet Beecher relieve the sobriety is the film’s 
Bere Wyler... ...se-eeserons ;Charles Juiels shortcoming. There's not even the 
Manon...... rere re Veda Ann Kore sae haeact nenatie saved tes 
Market Keeper. .....cccccccses Herman Bing COmMic character 
ee: COMME. i icapnenenndecs® Greta Meyer plays and pictures, the nearest ap- | 
proach being an educaced ! ve boy 


who is highly necessary to the plot. 


‘Bitter Sweet’ is a super-elaborate : px 
In the Paramount edition of ‘The 


production in Technicolor, providing 


a visual-appeal background for Letter’ some effort to inject a strain | 
mounting of the fetching Noel of saiety was found in native dancers. | 
Coward songs, in his highly success- The continued seriousness tends to | 
ful operetta, delivered in solo and make the film at times seem drawn | 
duet by Jeanette MacDonald and out. And, actually, a bit more cut- | 
Nelson Eddy. It’s now chiefly eye- ting might not be out of order. Di- | 
-and-ear entertainment, with the rector William Wyler, however, has 


set himself a tempo which is rhythm 
with the Malay locale and is not go- 
ing to have his metronome thrown 
off. As a whole, it’s very effective. | 


original sentimental charm and ro- 
mance of the stage version missing. 
For music lovers and the Mac- 
Donald-Eddy adherents, picture is a 


musical treat that will hit the gait of Story is essentially a mystery. It | 
previous releases of the singing opens with Bette Davis shooting a/! 
team. man dead as he runs from her plan- | 


mark | 
why? 


tation 
from 


house. The question 
there to the climax is 
She explains to her planter-husband, 


Frequent renditions of nine 
Coward songs cause Miss MacDonald 




















tions, picture devotes much footage 
to exposition of eharacters and in- 
cidental sidelights that veer from 
direct story telling. This procedure 
in both script and direction results 
in bogging down of audience inter- 
est in several instances, and prevents 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G). Jeanette 
MacDonald and Nelson Eddy in 


ok super-lavish mounting of ! : 
Noel Coward's operetta. sustained drive of picture through 
‘The Letter’ (WB). Excellent the period depicted. 


Story opens in 1860 when Tucson 


remake of Somerset Maugham was nothing more than collection of 


play starring Bette Davis. adobe huts. Jean Arthur, first 
‘Escape to Glory’ (Col). Pretty American woman settler of the 
good wartime meller. place, is a _ frontier helleat with 


plenty courage, spirit and vision in 
future of valley. Wandering adven- 
turer William Holden rides in from 
East, falls in love, but goes on to 
California. Miss Arthur sets up 
freighter supply train to Fort Yuma, 
and competes with partnership of 
Porter Hall and Warren William to 
start trouble. Pair attempts to block 
her at every turn, even setting In- 
dians against her wagon trains and 


‘Arizona’ (Col). Okay western 
spec with Jean Arthur. 

‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO). Kay 
Kyser’s picture okay comedy en- 
tertainment with musical trim- 
mings. 

‘Youth Will Be Served’ (20th). 
Jane Withers in a passable pro- 
grammer about CCC and NYA 


camps. stealing her savings. Holden returns 

‘A Night at Earl Carroll’s’ | with Union infantry from California 
(Par). Minor league filmu- |to cee her through successfully to 
sical devoted to extended parade establishment of dreamed _ ranch, 


stock of cattle and marriage of pair. 

Picture’s reputed cost set at $2,- 
000,000. There’s a constructed replica 
of a townsite, with hundreds of ex- 


of Carroll showgirls, 

‘Little Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). 
Judy Garland starred in light 
and gaysome tale, rich in senti- 


mat Ane : tras culled from present Tucson 
— Profitable aoe = populace for authenticity. Indians’ 
e Great Plane oobery attack on the cattle herd and Hold- 
(Col). Humdrum Jack Holt /en’s turn of latter into Apaches is 


cops-and-robbers dualler about a |the highlight production punch of 
hijacked airliner. picture. Much footage is devoted to 
‘The Leatherpushers’ (U). Okay pointing up strange and unusual 





characters among the early settlers, 
which might be okay for historical 
purposes but drag on entertainment 
side, 

Jean Arthur dominates through- 
out with strongly convincing per- 
formance of a pioneer girl, shading 
character believably from hardness 
in dealing with men to softening for 
romance with Holden. Latter clicks 


addition to the Arlen-Devine 
series. For the action houses, 

‘Billy the Kid in Texas’ (Prod). 
Familiar western yarn done in 
quickie style, strictly for lower 
bracket dualers. 

‘Range Busters’ (Mono). Okay 
western which tees off a series 
produced by George W. Weeks, 


























Dennis O'Keefe who stages minor 
romantic trimmings with Miss Par. 
rish; Alma Kruger as the latter's 
aunt who is victimized by the mystic 
seahces of Lugosi; and members of 
the Kyser band troupe, including 
the photogenic featured songstresc¢ 
Ginny Simms; ‘Ish Kabibble,’ Harry 
Babbitt and Sully Mason. a 

Five songs by James McHugh and 
John Mercer are included along this 
way, expertly sung by Miss Simms 
Babbitt ‘Kabibble’ and Mason. ‘Bad 
Humor Man’ is a comedy specialty 
number in which the entire Kyser 
band crew participates for crazy 
antics and horseplay. Best of the 
others is ‘I'd Know You Anywhere’ 
which has a chance for pop atten- 
tion, featured by Miss Simms and 
Babbitt. Latter is the juve of the 
band and also at ease before the 
lens. But most relaxed of the band 
personnel, outside of Kyser, is the 
comely Miss Simms who bespeaks 
Hollywood promise. 

Picture is the first to utilize Gil- 
bert Wright’s Sonovox machine 
which adds to the weirdness of the 
ghost-voice messages delivered dur- 
ing the seance. Apparatus is also 
used for musical finale to provide 
novelty presentations of apparent 
sinting by various instruments in the 
band. Walt. 


. 
Youth Will Be Served 
(WITH SONGS) 
20th-Fox release of Lucien Hubbard 
duction. Stars Jane Withers: feutures Jane 
Darwell, Robert Conway, Elyse Knox. Joe 
Brown, Jr., John Qualen, Charles Holland. 
Directed by Otto Brower. 





pro- 


Sereenplay, 


Wanda Tuchock; story, Ruth Fasken and 
Hilda Vincent; songs, Frank Loesser and 
Louis Alter; dances, Nicholas Castle: came 





era, Edward Cronjaker; musical direction, 
Emil Newman; editor, Nick De Maggio, 
At Palace, N. Y., Nov. 14, '40; dual. Run- 


ning time, 66 MINS, 





and Eddy to burst into song at every yy d Fadie-May : . 
: , : , : as m0, é “ates ° reste PO Cn ine Wither 
opportunity, but the excellence of Herbert Marshall, and an atiorney-| former film salesman. aaa — aa ° toy Spt wens Supervisor Stormer fcna a Ml 
i j andes S = - ‘ seme eee Ji J t 
the numbers overcomes any obvious friend, James Stephenson, that. the | ‘Hold That Woman’ (PDC)? ssignments needing he-man ZINg./ pr, Bob.........+:.......,, Robert Conway 
udp © : de : : cao , Warren William is the slick conniver | pame! “seb 
handicaps. murdered man, an old family in-| -acket ay AME]A. .ccccccccessscscccccerss Elyse Knox 
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. > wit icked revolver It’s ce | Texas Terros (Rep). Trite | Harvey good as sole storekeeper. | EPROM. oe eeeeeeeeee eooeeeCharles Holland 
sentation of the song numbers, the pickea up a revoiver., t’s _eN ident | é ie | Edgar Buch: nan ives ar oF tine SE ee dats estes Lillian Porter 
story development receives minor from the coolness of her recital that western for lower duals. fps ewes H é 5 e~*- ourhiane a Bradshaw. ....seeeeeee. Clara Blandick 
attention. It’s an obvious and static she’s not telling the truth. — pe a yr ° Busoort incl wg “> 1 Sar tae ite ‘a eee 
; ge. § - c 's typica BEAJOP. cecccscsecess .»-Mdwin Stanley 
4 fro h time music f phe ins ; ae deal: 5 . ; re : 
om ac ah me Sie tale Sunil. |e Husband accents tale. but Stephen- | O’Brien with drink proclivitic., John | western types. Phote>.aphy ex- saty ‘getassstecccoresieess+esRemen Gover 
eac er Baay eiopes witn iS ‘pupil » son does not. While Miss Davis is in Halliday. the district ney, re- cellent Walt 2 P. HEWItt. cocccsesscceseees Richard Lane 
Miss MacDonald; takes her to Vienna prison awaiting a trial which is ex- |... ble for railroad! nocents: | ; nas : aah Wott eeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeees Cy Kendall 
while he writes an operetta; and his pected to be strictly a formality, fy enmatt hig ‘girl a masinn pony = Shiobee anaenel nadie Mare 
tragic death just as his work is to be Stephenson’ ar ‘me neeltets LISS om a ' a9 ’ | ieetatian Wawa a ae 
agi jus 5 work is to b Ste phenson’s smart native assistant, |; secretary; Alan Baxte’. fugitive YOU LL FIND OUT | Henrietta McNutt.......... Claire Du Brey 
presented. The love scenes between excellently played by Sen Yung, he Rae mre? avenge ae 
the couple are staid and cold, neither brings him word of a letter she has murderer Gatling Henicay wr ager. | (WITH SONGS) | 20th-Fox has turned out a fair 
providing any warmth to those pro- written. “It w t } 1,..|a double-cross; flightly wi cw, Mar- | s ilittle progr: > : 
sedings whic rere a vital factor tilled 2 was to the man _ She | jorie Gateson; elderly coup «, Francis Hollywood, Nov. 14. | he Programmer in this Jane 
ceedings which were a vital factor killed and was in the hands of his Pierlot. and. Jessie Busley: and |< @*%° release of David Butler production. | Withers’ picture and has incidentally 
in the original. play. : wife, a Malayan gal, Gale Sonder-|*J€t*0t and Jessie siNos So | Stars Kay Kyser band; features Peter | Polished a couple of apples for the 
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picture along ‘without much assist- Means leads to a lived-happily-ever- | frequency, but O'Brien devises decoy | Ani Kay Kyser's band, few Ginny ath. s performance as the back- 
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ments seems to go even beyond the charac- | Baxter forces Halliday ¢!ong with } 7 on gga | th . saliane but it’s Charles Holland, 
ak .; terizati ae , lack | him in lifeboat-of death, which ac- . , ee 1e southern field-hand, who walks 
Utilizing the new Technicolor pro- | * rization. It seems often to lack cr oye at ei I - fe ea Kay Kyser’s second fi rer is|off with the picture oi the strength 
cessing, ‘Bitter Sweet’ has its numer- SPONtaneity, although it is difficult complishes sub destruct’cn via depth- solid comedy entertain:»: with ;of | rousing fis! 7 idl > ann 
ous elaborate settings accentuated by 2nd deserves no belittling. On the | bombs. musical interludes, that 1 t ++ ; coe el peamer Sones. 
a thr we gee -. other hand, Marsh: ver falter O’Prien is vigorous the top spot : see a ae et the | Jane Darwell is a kindly NYA camp 
the tint photography. Final produc- |0fner hand, Marshall never falters Sie Alii Pusan P SpOt, | wickets spinning at a merry p |supervisor, Tully Marshall {is con- 
tion number for background of Miss Virtually stealing thesp honors in| W ith Constance Benneti mainly in| ang down the » eagle Se vba ¢ mt pe a : ‘ ane } MP cag . e ~- 
MacDonald’s rendition of ‘Zigeuner,’ the pic, however, is Stephenson as | for decorative dressing. Baxter is stronger in both b.o. cont al the tender heart. Jos Brown, Jr., ‘is 
: : , ) attorney ht . : 00 : 1e ganecter le 91])}j- ? ‘ AUC Big aia ic cart, voe rown, Jf., 
is most ingeniously contrived, having — he y, while Miss Sonder- | 80 a as | the gangster, W e Halli- | jaugh appeal than Kyser’s initialer,| acceptable as Miss Withers’ swamp 
dancers in copper-brown and white | 844d is the perfect mask-like threat. | day is okay as the sniv district | ‘That's Right, You're Wrong,’ and is side-kick and J yhn Qu len fs Si tis 
costumes, with background in similar Picture is suspenseful from be- | 2torney Melville Coo, excel-|tuned directly to present p : ral factory as Base: as wg hd ¢ the r 
to . arracting nN o - . eer ts nH ac tO Cc c ar ++ WW ¢ ay - : “7, . =) Ac < J < SUe as rel ia he 
tones. It’s one of the most el engge | Pee to end. So much so, in fact, | ~ as the ship steward with many | audience requirements. Robert Conway and Elyse Knox are 
> > eC ver f 1e “Ol¢ ¢ inherent ese we 9 ybs a oe _ ; tt ‘ - : . a) ali say . i ‘ 
sequences ever filmed in color, al nhe re ni ly v ia the plot, that Wyler’s | J‘ ; : 7 Be et story is a lively admix.ure of|decorative as the decidedly _inci- 
the more effective because of its re- directorial efforts along that line oc- Direction by John Brah.n loses lit- | comedy, music, and. eerie thrills, | dental romantic interest And for 
n+) ~~) . re rer Te in “NC alles a , ee sn 7 tla age straigh pna tins i wv? — ? ALS, « Tle il ol. AN I 
striction of : olor rather ; than in- casionally go too far. However, with oH footage in straight narration of | with accent on the com side. | those who notice such things, there 
Oo ¢ ‘ orcve ance ye ¢ et “Wy - + . >< rv wi ; . ta ] + m2 ry 3 ° . « ° . “ + ‘ - 
dulging in a large range of h rs . tory to be told more by words | the story without inciden‘al gu After brief musical introduction of |are a couple of platoons of comely 
ey Rng 9 the Py vat onion hesgpe no | alt. Ky el aed his agErognsien gener- | ingenues as NYA campers. Direction 
sina dan bulacan SS Of interest by weav-| aoe : ates a Tast pace that carri roceed- | and product are adequ 
ing hai ver): _" . k pel i al pl -i\é duction are adequate 
THE LETTE ng & chain of 9v erlapping threats. ARIZONA. ings along in zestful temo through Hobe. 
“'¢ is of tremendous proportions Holl N 19 : apiie alata — cape 
: : , = and the musi , . cg Ollywood, NOV. 1dy. complications | 
Warner Pros. release of Robert Lord o 7 usic by Max steine, is > . . af . + 
t , Pere nes articular ee aie ° _ = Columbia release of Wes Ruggles pro rcar "Pepa . me . ; P 4 
: Davis; features Her- berticularly noteworthy in creating |duction. directed by Rugales fF Kyser plays himself in the picture, A Night at Earl Carroll 8 
Bares uae ed gg ae and holding a mood, as well as in| Arthur; features Warren Will! and does surprisingly we.] in smack- | am 
e vn lay by Howard pointing up the drama. Herb. Hall, Screenplay, Cl — He’ apt d a lines ard situations. (MUSICAL) 
ee Eg a + upon story by Clarence Buddin Ke es relaxec ye fore the re e 2 vywoo Tay _ 
Koch Somerset mera, Joseph = W ulker, Ha Ha ‘n-|turns in a most rll or ‘aaa | ilecidatiins cote ee. Nov 38 " 
: tain erge avte Brown editors, oO € ay — 4 sd luct ie oa , % Qhier 
sit Prev € in A : j ' ake Nek as ance for his secon “ee meawawem | eran Features Ken Murray, Lillian 
tion Room, N. ¥ Nov. 13, 1940. ng ESCAPE TO GLORY De pov \ ne Y. ; No st without anv ——— ove ; Pps -_ recat Cornell, J. Carroll Naish, Rose Hobart 
time, 95 MINS, z ; \ 7” ose Se ' 7 ‘ . ance ot newcomer | Brenda and Cobina, Betty Mclaughlin. D1 
Leslie Cros! Hollywood, Nov. 19 i. W. 8 Oe a ved in 4 self-consciousness, rected by Kurt Neuma Original and 
zeslie Crosbie ¢ ) a » 4 Vo Ai , ae 9 0 ‘ <ge . decd nie De. , 
Robert Crosbie erb 1 release of §S Bis f 125 MINS . Boris Karloff, Beia Lugosi and| *reemplay by Lynn Starling; came Le 
i T . > 4 é i va , ‘ ‘ 
Howard Joy r > ion s Pat Fy Phoebe & Peter Lorre form a strong set var, editor, Alma Ma S as : 
2 I ‘ nm a sirong setup of | rector, Joseph Lefert ss Victor ¥ z 
Dorothy Joyce. Fi ‘ t ne features John Ha Mi Pe M iH i inister villainy, to provide lenty of | > nk consi 7a Py . ‘ sinaAs 
Mr Hammond Gal Sond y * per Alan Baxter ) I¢ rson 1X tum? : a pienty o ’ mn er, (rer uaé eser Frede i. 
John Withers ... Bruce I Brahm, Screenplay, P rw , I is Vj ae Hi 1 ‘roub e and conflict for Kyser to} Hollander, Nilo Menendez. E Car 
iru cs . nplay, P. J. W § LO ee ey i e} i combat Bu he ban ‘ A Dorcas Cochran. Previewed at Paramount 
Adele Ainswor Eli ‘ iney Biddell, Fredric Fra ion Wa in aerpis , ut the band leader ac- ‘ 
- rtt oem . K¢ ab aT ; P} ner; edit Yr, Al (! a H \ ; Chand compli he succes site j 4 series of Saas Nov 12, 40, Running t ie, 61 
med Chi _ rrr errr Te --Ser Y 4 ~2 % ¢ oa ! si i i K r ; Fouls NVarious and spine-tingling episodes tart Nol K M 
Mrs. ee ee a 1 mee ¥. Stolofm, reviewed at Pantas ty t Ou -R ) The Kyse trouve e ta pie *| Sarney .eison ,en Mu 
one ot. ae . . is, 40. Running time. 7@ Min ie Bags ; Pde syser trouve is engaged to} Ramona Lisa............. Rose Hobs 
PPR eee ere Tet Ikkoma like Farrough. Rats > os “ , | Bart Mass ; play for a_ private party on 21st! Brenda Gusher Blanche Stew 
Christine Blaine Contsar B Hil: o ¢ 1 . birthday of Helen Pari sh. A ff: . 1 Ce i Gusher Ely A ! 
(a Pah ristine Blaine......... ontsance B a oe n Parrish. Affair is | © BONOT. 0030 Slvia 
John Morgan... john Ha Judge Rog ‘ 1 in an old sec] : ™ . | Steve Kalkus J. Carr N 
- ? WET SROTBAN. oc eccecccceces Joh a Bucl an | sec uded mar j & : _ | DEEVOE NAIRUS. cece eeeecesss d re 
‘The Letter’ has a history running Verney...ccecccecceeeeeeeeel Melville Cooper Joe Briggs... 1 Crawford | filled with the usual — be hich is Mayor Jones........ Russell Hick 
back to 1927. Twice it has been seen srk he nttrteceeeereene eed Alan Baxter | 37m Hughes..............00. Griff Barnette secret pas age wa: : oak en . vi OM — Js Battal gob en ee 
of. S been s Charles Atterbee.......... Edgar Buchanan | MCYe?-+ssccssccscccecs Ludwig Har pa és “Ways, secret panels, \J¢ Murkil. . »++..John Laird 
° , 5 a Peg ee ES ESA FEES CESS as Cee wig ardt |; — Se ‘na : . Ae TineeeS : : 
in legit and once before in films, prs; Winslow. -.-.++0s +++Marjorie Gateson | pOlT¥++rerseesssseere eee, Patrick Moriarty | 29a ird haeological collections. It’s | isn POBIA-sregeese eee hg re Bev, othe 
i ; rofessor Mudge......... pele Paving | 20065 045 08% 0036000540900 4008 1k ; a weird a str: pete «| dpe GE MilO.eeeseeeeeeee Betty McLaughlin 
each time with a top iijad sin in Mea de biabapde's acts Erscint Dates, thet tease I —— Dari n ed wit ig ot ange setup, accentu- Poe eee Rervl Wallace 
th i ipal rol Y oa Rime. % Capt. Hollister...... Te ere Stanley “pre n UME ORL S655 i.545.c0 ches cas oc, Wa is ern _ sane —n ugos 1 puts on a chy 80g | UB Pere rererrre John Harmon 
e€ principal role. et never has it Tommy Malone.............. rank Suily Mano h rena ei aig ee Aca F; ge vv Seance for the visitors and Ta ee Pee eee eee tay Walker 
<a a ; j “ee Dr. Bo FONE. sees eeeeeres ++ Fri ‘Sully | Fores Sy ree ee eee «++-Frank Hil ish’s ; . a . s DE ed be . Mees 
been done with greater production onal — bessaetesnbanes — ened Sade yg RE RSS ReKET ES 30 ees —— Campana a, 7 ls — gered. Kyser + peg Al ani pene euece “a oe oe \ 
. “ IMCCr. wees MTL Te Tee Pe C se “ . SOP Se vessnnecered dis > 5, rag | Senses > aT : tap wa yO PROS ccceccveeees illiz avidson 
values, a better all-around cast or First Mate....._. nnd Reais ie og —o- ree son Richards comedic eka isied Po broad | aeeer tide dong TREE Eee Forbes Murray 
: . : : ~~ - re ts 7 " ce P weg ’ Cas tO unravel | Mayor Gray.....ccccccccces Ralph Emerson 
finer direction. A strong story, well- ; name expensive epic of west- | the mystery by finally rounding up | Mayor White. ....ccccccsecseess Allan Cavan 
proved, Warner Bros. have shot the Carrying a strange cargo of Ameri- pk pera this time the early the three plotters. Of course every- Mayor Stokes hoses tie ...George McKay 
. : ans ° 2 +e settiemen ys S : i is st: oi . : } Stage Manager........ jeorge } k 
works on its production. Its defect C#S from England on a British nf 8 ° a3 S of Tucson, Arizona, | thing is staged with a wild thunder- | po, lags nell bs sh Pa ane Seeker 
: ‘ freighter, just rior t he sate. | s S with usual melodramatics | Storm raging outside, whi i eeckee Soe eee et ee seem ary Lou 
g sn ed ’ p o the war's atics, sice, which seems map See ri ewis 
is its grimness. However, current tbre ‘ ° F including bad men, war : be th ~ . : : S TO | marae csecccsesccvccscee: . era I 
om , outbreak, ‘Escape to Glory’ generates hardy cet én, warpath Indians, jie regulation iechnique for a| Orchestra Leader........ Florine McKinney 
success Of such films as ‘Escape’ strong melodrama and suspense to pn y settlers, wagon trains and ro... Chiller. io Announcer........-- ‘Truman Bradley 
cane, _ : s ”la spi , “4s | ay ance Sterner Sis 
proves real drama never lacks pull. proy ide top calibre programmer, It pnt lec noel nt ree og its ex- ww id Butler as cumes the dual Saas rere orcececs ‘ees — hs isp 
rT , aes : , - . 26 > e 3 : | er ape a —s : ‘ se eccceseces eoee ANE ae: 
The Letter,’ as a matter of fact, will Will carry as billtopper where the will clic te bic he cnet [ten te eli et, ie abel ae ee Caen SNe Tae awe 


do bullish biz in slightly sophisii- "ames of Constance Bennett and Pat 
cated first-runs, likewise in the keys, O'Brien rate marquee strength. 


and something less in the later runs. Picture is a good example of 


Somerset Maugham’s play made 4 tightly knit script, combined with 
its initial bow in London 13 years straightforward direction in detail- 


ago with Gladys Cooper in the lead. ing drama and spotlighting various 


It opened on Broadway on Sept. 27, characters aboard, thrown together 
1927, under the sponsorship of Mess- by flight from war clouds. There's 
more Kendall. : Katharine Cornell’ the Ne’er-do-well adventurer 


k profitable biz in regular | tion to splitting story 
‘ & ae: gular | O Spiitting story 
(Tuns as soio or billtopper. Needs | James V. Kern, w ho! wy 
exploitation hypo for generally ex- | Butler provides 
tended runs. | to smacko to the 


credit with 
‘wrote the script. 
vi piloting job 
wire: his numer- 


pay 
Ht 


Providing fictional trimmings to |0Us comedy S| teas. and 
factual history of early Tucson years, Petently spots ‘ing VEEN ongs for 
picture is set against scenically best effect. tative 
expansive background. Unreeling at In addition te © Menacing trio 


Slower tempo than is general policy 
for lusty western of epie propor- 


AX Ly 


of Karloff, Lorré Lugosi 


tir € " ° * . = 
porting cast inch. Gi band 


manager 


} 
A 


Paramount undoubtedly paid Earl 
| Carroll for the privilege of using his 
Hollywood cabaret theatre and ac- 
companying talent for this picture, 
‘but from what’s on the screen it 
| looks like the producer uld have 
paid the studio. It’s a national plug 
for his layout via an extended traile! 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Frieda Inescort* Gale Sondergaard 
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FOUR MOTHERS 


Starring the ‘Four Daughters’ 


PRISCILLA LANE’ ROSEMARY LANE 


LOLA LANE: GALE Pha 
~ ERROL FLYNN CLAUDE RAINS - JEFFREY LYSh - EDDIE ‘ALBERT 
OLIV A de H AVILLAND Directed by win eon 


with 


RAYMOND MASSEY + RONALD REAGAN - ALAN HALE 


Wm. Lundigan «Van Heflin * Gene Reynolds 
Henry O'Neill * Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams 


Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Screen Play by Robt. Buckner « Music by Max Steiner 
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A. Night at Earl Carroll’s 


(Continued from page 16) 


that focuses attention mainly on his 
briefly clad and shapely girls in the 
siage ensembles. Boring with its 
repetition of showgirl parades in vari- 
ous costume changes, picture Is a 
minor league filmusical that will 
have to depend on dual bookings. 

The Carroll stage show. mainly 
the parading showgirls, consumes 
two-thirds of the picture and be- 
comes decidedly tedious. The slim 
story ceynthetic in its setup, and 
gains nothing from mediocre mate- 
ricl and direction. Time efter time. 
comedy lines fail to register due to 
inadeauate timing in puttine them 
across: and at other points, the ma- 
teria] itself 
can. 


is 


Synthetic storv concocted as an ex- | 
cuse to nerade Carroll's ‘most beau- | 


tiful girls in the world’ has Holly- 
wood’s mavor (there ain’t any) en- 
tertaining a group of mayors from 
surrounding communities. In order 
to emberrass his honor. the town’s 


gembline chief kidnans Carroll and 
show ovrincipe!s so there'll be no 
performance. But Rose Hobart Is a 


vet trouper and tosses an impromptu 
show torether—denending on the gir] | 
ensembles for most of the numbers— 
with soloists assisting for the produc- 
tion displays. Of course. Carroll and | 
his comvrny escape. but by that time 
the chow’’s over. 

Ken Murray works hard to over- 


come static material as _the press 
agent drafted as m.c. Miss Hobart 
does nicelv as Coerroll’s assistant. 


while Brenda and Cobina hit some 
brivht spots with their familiar rou- 
tines in search of men. Jack Nor- 
ton is a drunk who wanders through 
the proceedings for moderate laughs. 

Four songs. all of lightweight rat- 
ing. are suns by William Brady, Rose 


proves the major handi- | 


tly sketched characters and situations 
of the Cohan original. Picture is 
| mounting. with Ray June’s camera 
work of high calibre throughout. 
Walt. 


The Great Plane Robbery 
Columbia release of Larry Darmour pro- 
duction. Stars Ja He features Stanley 
| Fields, Vicki lester, Noel Madison. Di- 
rected by Lewis LD. ‘ollins Screenplay, 
Albert DeMond stor liarolk ijreene,; 
| camera, James S. Browne Jr.; music, Lee 
| Zahler; editor, Dwight Caldwell. At Rialto, 
IN. Y¥., Nov. 14, ‘40. Running time, 55 
| MINS, 
| Mike Henderson........e+++4205 Jack Holt 
| Frankie Toller.. Stanley Fields 
Helen Carver.........-. ... Vicki Lester 
Joe Colson Perey Tre errs se Noel Madison 
Jim Day..... eececes Cranville Owen 
| Rod Brothers.......+-- heodore Von Eltz 
Homer Pringle....... obart Cavanaugh 
BE PFODDESP. coccccccccescseesses Milburn Stone 
Eddie Lindo. ..ccccccccceccees .--.-Paul Fix 
| Nick Harmon,......-seeeeese> Harry Cording 
Dr. Jamison....... Jehn Hamilton 
Mra, JaAmiSon.....eseeeeeeeeees Doris Lloyd 
Sill Whitcomb......e.eeee- Lane Chandler 


Only distinction about this pic- 


ture is that its title is a paraphrase 
of that pioneer silent -'assic, “The 
Great Train Robbery LO appar- 
ently even that was an -thought, 


for the film was originally tabbed 
‘Keep Him Alive,’ instez.’ of its pres- 
ent, ‘The Great Pla 
Anyway, its a_ typical 1ck «Holt 
opus and thus a lower-dec) dualler. 

Yarn deals with a racketeer who's 
released from the klink three months 
before a $500,000 insurance policy on 


his life is due to expir di: old 
hoodlum pals hijack the pla: cence 
the title. get it?) in which he and 
an insurance investigator are pas- 
sengers. Of course, there are the 
usual scripter’s assortment of fel- 


low-travelers, including the timorous 
man, the philosophic man, the bel- 
licose wife, etc. There’s also 
ligible romance between the airline 
hostess and the pilot. Otherwise, it’s 
just another formula cops-and-rob- 





Hobert. Lillian Cornell and Mary 
Lov Cook. Lela Moore provides the 
best specialty with her old wande 
dance. Walt. 


LITTLE NELLIE KELLY 


(WITH SONGS) 


Hollywood, Nov. 16. 


bers yarn. 

Holt plays the stern insurance in- 
vestigator with his accustomed mas- 
ev'line swagger and with his chin 

ii-thryst even more than usual. 

nad as always, he’s effective in his 
peculiar, somewhat old-fashioned 
manner. Noel Madison is believable 
fas the cornered ex-con and Vicki 


Metro-Golda ayer leas f Arthur ' s -_ : 

Freed endiectt “<3 mt Ly “sl Ga 1 nd; Lester is a pert ingenue. The others 
features George Murphy, Charles Winnin- | are standard. So is the direction. 

ger, Douglas MePh: Directed by Nore | Hobe. 
man Taurog Screenpla by Jack Mee ne a 

Gowan hased pen nus med) write | 

ten, composed and produced by George M. 

Cohan: camera, Rey June editor, Fred- The Lez Sr er-Pushers 

¢ k Y Smith: musical edaptation, Roger = 

Edens. Previewed st Westwood Village, | Universal release of Ben Vivar produc- 
Nov. 15, '40 Running time, 96 MINS, | tlon. Stars Richard Arlen ana Andy De- 

“alli oe ) | vine: features Astrid Allwyn, Hovace Mac 
Nellie Kelly a ary se Tt Judy Garland!) Mahon, Shemp Howard, Douglas awiley, 
Little — venteadis Reis M — Eddie Gribbon. Directed by John Ra} '!ins. 
Jerry Ke Vnceeeceeecees ‘x pp Alec | Original screenplay by Larry Rhine, ilen 
Michael Noonan..... itty MePIoit Chapman, Maxwell Shane; camera, Stan! 
Dennis Fogarty....... De ae mcr et | Cortes: film editor, Arthur Hilton. 
Timothy Fogarty "R Ra = | Strand, Brooklyn, week Nov. 14, '40. Ru 
7 ry we bts toc iH — | ning time, 44 MINS. 

OPIOTIEy csc += orrester arvey | . : 
sergeant McGowat James Burke go Ser Cerro ichard Arlen 
CS ode a's sks o 08406 6.60004 George Watts | AMGY.........-seccesecseceees Andy Devine 

ee ee TU er lita a ied ae a i Astrid Allwyn 
eT 22 eae os :: ’ Bl Are re ee Douglas Fowley 

Little Nellie Kelly’ is the film ver- | stevens ............... Bietken’ 3: Sicaaen 
sion of a George M. Cohan musical | Slugger.............06- Horace MacMahon 
and like all Cohan numbers, where | Sailor...............06. Shemp Howard 
an Irish heroine is involved, it is | Mitchell......++...+.e+- Charles Lane 
brimful of good old-fashioned senti- — i cg lie le ke “ewe .< abe 

. BOScceecessecessecescecse (,eo0rgee 
mentality and romance that every- Pete Adie Gribbon 
one understands, With Judy Gar-| Gorgan'’s Manager.......... Frank Mitchell 
Jand carrying the title spot. n'cture | Cominentator............... Reid Kilpatrich 
easily achieves its purpos¢ oro- | Announcer rere TC cere Ce Tere Ben Alexander 
viding light entertainment idest | ———— 
audience appeal. It’s a topping| Latest in  Universal’s lengthy 
programmer for good biz i: ys,| Arlen-Devine action. series. ‘The 
and will show particular stri 4, in | Leather-Pushers’ merits ranking as 
the familv houses up to the standard which has been 

With the story unfolding in two|set. Because of its story it obviously 
sections, Miss Garland portrays a/|fits into only the lower half of a 


dual role—that of rgother and daugh- 


like a good bet for development as 


dual bill in an action house, and for 











| provided with adequate production | 


Robbery.’ | 


a neg- | 


1of 
and 


its business from juvenile trade 
lower half of double bills. 


his efforts to clean up a western 
|cowtown of its crooke ang. The 
'formula of having the western hero, 
this time with $5,000 on his head for 
a holdup in an earlier film release, 
serve es sheriff and round up the 
bad men, is familiar artifice. Having 
ithe western Robin Hood suddenly 


confronted by his own brother, with | 


the town’s bandit crew, in a gun 
duel, also is employed. More 1m- 
plausible passages and _ situations 


| than usual creep into the story. 


| Steele is not as good as usual as 
_ Billy in this yarn. He suffers from 
inane lines and worse episodes. Al 
| St. John, veteran of two-reel come- 
' dies is his side-kick, and manages to 
garner a few’ chuckles. Terry 
Walker, sole femme speaking charac- 
ter, is a comely blonde, but lacks 
-histrionic ability. Charles King and 
‘Carlton Young head the support. 

| Joseph O’Donnell’s original looks 
like it was culled from several west- 


ern screenplays of recent years. 
Peter Stewart’s direction doesn't 
help much. Wear. 


THE RANGE BUSTERS 


| Monogeram release of George W. Weeks 


— copper-masked Robert Wil- 


‘Billy the Kid in Texas’ concerns | 


| 
| 


‘the police chief. 
| liam 
' reasonably 
| pl 


cox. 

Other leading players are C. Mon- 
tague "Shaw, the inventor of the re- 
mote control device; Ella Neal, as 
his daughter, and Jack Mulhall, as 
Direction by Wil- 
Witney and John English is 
okay while the screen- 
ay credits are many, five writers 
working on it. Kan, 


HOLD THAT WOMAN 


Producers Releasing Corp. release of Sig- 
mund Neufeld production, Features James 


Dunn, Frances Gifford, George Douglas, 

Martin Spellman, Kita Lalhoy, Eddie 

Fetherston. Directed by Sherman Scott, 

Story, Raymond L. Schrock and William 

Pierce: adaptation. George Bricker; editor, 

Holbreek Todd: photography, Jack Green- 

halgh. At Central, N. Y., half dual bill, 

week Nov. 14, ‘'40. Running time: 64 

MINS, 

Jimmy Parker......-cceeeeesees James Dunn 
| Mary Mulvaney......e+see-- Frances Gifford 
1Mteee BOOP. .cccccccescces George Douglas 

Mike Mulvaney..........+- Martin Spellman 

lulu Driscoll — ... Rita La&#Roy 
ee eee bea .+e++.Mddie Fetherston 

Officer Mulvanev......... .Guy Usher 

Duke Juris ocsccccesesecondes aul Bryar 

‘Hold That Woman’ is another 
dubious effort to suit material to 


James Dunn, or vice versa, with the 
result in either case thumbs down. 
At one time making a terrific hit as 
the guy who pleaded with the doctor 
to save his wife, 
has been selling himself in some 
manner or other, with diminishing 
effect. He does it again in this pic- 
ture. and, after some years, he is 
getting tiresome. Even if bought 
very cheaply, ‘Hold That Woman’ is 
going to be a questionable invest- 
ment. 

Dunn is paired with Francis Gif- 
ford, whom he wants to marry. Em- 
ployed as a repossession agent for 


| ‘Skip Tracers, Ltd.,’ he is hot on the 


} 


production, Features Ray Corrigan, John 
King, Max Terhune, Luana Walters, Leroy 
Mason, Earle Hodgins and Frank Lahue 
Directed by Roy Luby. Story and adapta- 
tion, John Rathmell; editor, Roy Claire; 
photography, Edward Linden. At Central, 
N. Y., half dual bill, week Nov, 14, °40. 
Running time: 54 MINS, 
Crash. .ceses eehnwe bob acee sous Ray Corrigan 
TIUSTY.. cocccccccccos cece ....-John King 
Alibi..... eoecccccee eeecescens Max ‘Terhune | 
Carol, .soees cecce ecoeceres Luana Walters 
Tincle Rolf..c.cce eebeaenes Farle Hodgins 
Doc Stemle. .ceccccccccvevcces Frank LaRue 
Pee eee Pree er ee ee ee Leroy Mason 
| WyGmlR®. occccceccoccseses Kermit Maynard 
Rar aere tear 6500066006600" 3jruce King | 
} 
The roducer of this. picture, 
George W. Weeks, is an oldtimer in 
distribution. He sold film from the 


ground up and has held numerous 
high posts in that branch of the busi- 


ness, it about 10 years ago took a 
fling «1 the side, in the producing 
field as nead of Mayfair. That ulti- | 
mately went out of existence, and 
George, as practically every ex- 
hibitor knows him, came back into 
| distribution. Now again in the 


manufacturing end, he has turned 
out the first of a series of westerns 
which he is making for Monogram 
|release. It starts him off satisfac- 
'torily, although it would be ad- 


trail of a radio that hasn't met its 
installments. It is the secret re- 
ceptacle for some stolen jewels, and, 
in the course of the story’s plot, 
Dunn lands in jail. Subsequently, 
he discovers the radic has « and 
in chasing the ‘skip account ise yets 
embroiled with a gang of criminals, 
but doesn’t realize he’s playing with 
fire. Recovering the radio, then he 
becomes, the pursued, but in the 
end, as anticipated, he brings about 
the capture of the culprits. 


Production reflects every possible 


‘a 


|} saving on budget, sets being cheap 


| visable to get better dialog for his | 
5 | 


equine epics. 

‘Range Busters’ features an ad- 
venturesome trio known as the range 
busters, Ray Corrigan, John King 
and Max Terhune, who no doubt 
are walking the trail broken by Re- 


public’s Mesquiteers, a threesome 
vorking in a series of westerns, of 
which Corrigan and Terhune were 
ance a part. They are brought in 
avenge the killing of a girl’s 
ther, twist being that the local 
coctor who advised their retention 


is the ‘phantom’ guilty of the mur- 
der. 

In winding up the film, the range 
busters have done their deed and 
are free to continue their adventures, 
with result they will no doubt show 
in another Weeks production at an 
early date. 

Trio of Corrigan, King 
hune should develop okay along the 
same lines as the Mesquiteers. Girl 
is the attractive Luana Walters, who 
| has been in other westerns. Others 


land Rita L-Roy, 


} 


| 


and Ter- | 


and ordinary. Also, the photography 
jis poor. 


Miss Gifford, 


opposite Dunn on 
the romantic end, passes muster. 
Rest include George Douglas, heavy: 


Martin Spellman, the cjever kid 
actor, who deserves better material; 
playing a wise- 
yne operator. Char. 


TEXAS TERRORS 


(ONE SONG) 


cracking te) 


Republic release of George Sherman pro- 
duction, directed by Sherman Stars Don 
‘Red’ Barry. Screenplay, Doris Schroeder 
and Anthony Coldeway: camera, John Mac- 
Burnie; editor Tony Martinelli; music, Cy 
Feuer Previewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y¥., Nov. 14, °40. Running time, 57 
MINS, 

Bob Millbourne........... Don ‘Red’ Barry 
Jane Bennett.......... ...-Julie Duncan 
EP, 6:66-004 06-0 5:60 0506509000465 Arthur Loft 
| Frosty. ° cous ATi St. John 
Judge Bennett......... ddy Waller 
Ashley ---.»Willilam Ruhl 
Dance! Seenee Ann Pennington 
Bob as Boy... Sammy McKim 
_, SETURL ETUC UL CTETT ee ee Reed Howes 
BASEOP. «ce ccacseese , ‘ Robert Fiske 
Snowflake Fred ‘Snowflake’ Toones 


include Leroy Mason, Earle Hodgins | 
and Frank LaRue, last-mentioned as | 





| Eduardo Ciannelli is the menace, a 


ter. As the former. she’s an Irish|such a spot it’s topnotch. the phantom. 
lass who marries George Murphy | Entertaining ,, and _well-produced | Among other.things, Weeks has 
and journeys with him to a new under budget limitations, it pushes | sought to choose locations that are a 
home in America. Murphy achieves | the starring duo into a new field bit off the beaten track, so much so 
his aim of winning a iob on the prize-fighting. Devine 1s a would-be that sometimes the atmosphere is 
police force _but his wife dies in wrestler and Arlen his trainer. In a not that which represents the aver- 
childbirth. Time lapse then pre- vm free-for-all, Douglas Fowley,| age impression of ranch country. 
sents little Nellie Kelly as a sweet a promoter, spots Arlen as a pip This is commendable, however. as a 
and charming youngster. adored by bi Ramage He gives him a phony | switch, if nothing else. Char. 
both her father and stubborn grana- | Puile up and is heckled by Astrid ———- 
father, Charles Winninger. Her ro- aay ae a sports columnist | 
manze ° tt Douglas McPhail is en- | Who her readers think is a man. To 4 
c t bv ce Male and dis-|8&t even with her, Fowley raffles Mysterious Dr. Satan 
c es by Winninger. These cross- Arlen's contract off and sees that she (15-CHAPTER SERIAL) 
Yt ‘ set up complications that pe A Arlen, of course, turns into | Republic release of Hiran Brown. Jr 
are sally blown away for the even- a champ ~after certain difficulties productior I cted } w NW itne 
tuzi hapnv erding. Conflict between and is able to help a bunch of old | and John English Screenpla Frar 
a y ° : ° iec we y ice | _— A dre RR 1 Davids ) N S 
Murphy and Winninger. which starts —— a Miss Allwyn has H AR. Poland and Sol S} ‘ 
Teun? . nh supporuin , ; “(Mees 
In Tveland when the former marries, A Re a ~ = a William Nobles; editors, Edward Tc A 
carries through the entire proceed- | riens the usual personable hero, | William Thompson Reviewed Proje 
ines to establish basis for both com- | Devine the comic and Miss Aliwyn | tion Room, N. Y., Nov. 14, "40. R 
_ “ an attractive vis-a-vis. Horace Mac- | time, 31 MINS. (first chapter); re el 
ec situations and story motivation. Mahon and Shemr “ET, am “J By 18 MINS. 
NA cc 72 l- a j < rd) o > _ ™ on t p var are a + 
Be Garlar romps through the pair of the siap-happy vets who | 2". Satar Eduardo Ciannetl 
role of Nellie Kelly in grand style, | ° ’ ee : Bob Wayne Rol Wilcox 
emphecizing her stature a: & top-| create some laughs. Gags as a whole | cjecq Mart Ww chat Pees 
eo gear a h } if en 1 j}are pretty weak, but the plot’s not | scott...... CG. itentabes Shake 
yotch actress with plenty of who e- | bad for a picture of this type pot gt OO A a hae . gue a 
some charm and camera presence. In _ Herb Pune eee anee Hemth) arnr 
addition to several fze-niliar Irish €r0. |Gov. Bronson.......... Charles Trowbridge 
songs, including ‘It’s a Great Day for Bs gg" sgepetdbeaeadelien Ss See 
the Irish.’ Miss Garland sings a swing ° P e Oks WOVANB. oss sscceseseones Zdwin Stanley 
° gta cs « SROs eT k shes 664 0604400 08% Walt McGrai 
version of ‘Singin’ in the Rain.’ Mee | Billy the Kid in Texas oS pe eae seer. MeGuinn 
Phail, with male chorus accompani-| Producers Releasing Corp. release of Sig- | HTillett............, beeeeees Bud Geary 
ment. delivers the Cohan tune from | mund Neufeld production. Stars Bob Steele. aon, ay re ode one ewes ovens Paul Merion 
the show. ‘Nellie Kelly I Love You.’ | Directed by Peter Stewart. Original screen- | Radio Announcer. .......644 Archie Twitchell 
. 2 i ’ | play by Joseph O'Donnell: editor, Holbrook | SCATHCtt. cee eee cece ee eee ees Lynton Brent 
George Murphy provides strength | Ny, Todd: camera, Jack Greenhalgh; mosi- | COTWIM.... cece cece eee eee Kenneth Terrell 
to the character of the Irish youth | cal director, Lew Porter. At Rialto, N. Y., | J0e----- Peete eee setae cree eeeeeens Al Taylor 
who later advances to captain on the | week Nov 18, ‘40, dual, Running time, | ROG... -eeeee ee ee eee eee -Alan Gregg 
police force. Role is a natural for | wis Reb Stesle P ; 
Murphy's talents. Winninger also| Mary. ....... inchebavesieiaces Terry Walker |, Mysterious Dr. Satan’ is strictly 
scores with his portrayal of the Fuzzy....... bncs@aseanretecds _Al St. John | for the youngsters, and _there’s 
irascible Irish toper who good- | Gil-.-+ e-seeeceeeeceeeneees Cariton Young | enough menace and nail-biting se- 
natured]y dominates both his daugh- | ne Cs neereesecccveneeneces a aan | quences in the first of the 15 chap- 
ter and grandchild. McPhail is con-| jim.. MITTIN yank a Rue | ters to suggest that the kids will go 
vineing as Nellie’s suitor. and looks | Windy......... be euatoued Charles Wittaker , for it in a big way. 
| | 


a juvenile lead. 
Rita Page and James Burke are 
m?insnrings in the supporting cast. 
Norman Taurog provides-convinc- 
fng direction to display liberal chunks 
of Irish sentimentality. humor and 
romance during the unreeling. Jack 
McGowan’s script retains the broad- 


Arthur Shields, | 


Bob Steele rides gnd shoots again 
'as Billy the Kid in this new cactus 
|opus. Picture is another this 
‘series of adventures by the dashing 
‘kid’ character. Excepting this is 
much duller than previsus ones. Al- 
|most entirely quickie in acting and 
| production, film likely will get most 


ra 


| mysterious master criminal who 
plans to rob and terrorize the na- 
|tion with a mechanical man. The 
|; major part of the yarn deals with 
his attempts to secure a remote con- 
| trol device with which he would 
}exercise his robbery plan, but 
‘there's ‘The Copperhead’ to reckon 


! 


Jimmy Wakely and His ‘Roughriders’ 


Story formula, of course, is some- | 


thing not to be entirely discredited, 
but in ‘Texas Terrors’ the setup is 
much too familiar to warrant par- 
ticularly big takes. It’s strictly for 


the duals, and the lower ones at 
that. 

This Don ‘Red’ Barry starrer 
seems longer than its 57 minutes, 
probably more because of the 


knowledge of what is to come next 
than the direction of George Sher- 
man, who also produced. This yarn 
finds Barry as the lawyer bent on 
vengeance for the murder of his 
father and mother by a mine- 
jumper when he a youngster 
(latter part played Sammy Mc- 
Kim ) 

Performances 
standard, with 
improvement as a thesp, with the ro- 
mantic interest being afforded by 
Julie Duncan, a newcomer. Miss 
Duncan is normally fairly easy on 
the eyes, though the camera has 
caught her unflatteringly at certain 
angles. 


Others who do well 


was 
by 
are more 


or less 


enough are 


| Arthur Loft, as the town boss and 
|}menace; Al St. John, as a crusty 


oldster; Eddy Waller, the judge, and 
young McKim. The credits also list 
a ‘dancer,’ an on-and-off song-terp 
bit for just atmospheric purposes. 
The name is Ann Pennington. 

Kan, 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Frank Lloyd Productions bought ‘I, 


James Lewis’ from Paramount for 
production at Universal. 

Monogram purchased’ ‘T'umble- 
down Ranch in Arizona,’ by Bill 
Watters. 


Aben Kandel sold his yarn, ‘Man- 
hattan River Divides,’ to Paramount. 
Warners acquired ‘Here Comes 
Happiness,’ by Charles Linton Ted- 


i ford, 


ever since Dunn | 


Barry showing slow | 


——— 





Coast Legit Coin 


Continued from page 3 








healing the breach between interests 
and the authors and went ahead on 
the assumption that it was merely a 
matter of time when Hollywood 
would again become a legit partici- 
pant. Warners owns the Biltmore 
theatre along with George Abbott, 
for whom it backed a number of 
productions, and has developed its 
own legit department, 


Among other studios expected to 
figure on Broadway in the near fu- 
ture are 20th-Fox and Columbia, 
both being named as possible show 
| backers after the Guild okayed the 
amended rules. It is not 
|for group. signaturing of such 
| changed provisions. Guild is print- 
ing the regulationse and, upon the 
use of the forms by managers, the 
new system will be automatically in 
effect. Next step will be the adop- 
‘tion of the basic agreement for a 
term, the five-year pact which was 
just amended bein:, dated to expire 
‘early in the spring. No major dif- 
ferences are in sight, since the real 
i bone of contention was the 
rights rules, 





necessary 


film 


Easier for Managers 


Ways to ease the managers’ cast- 
ing hazards were written in and out 
of the amendments. Practice of tal- 
ent scouts luring young players to 
‘Hollywood from plays still on the 
| boards has again recently been 
cried by showmen. Despite 
paucity of hits, they are annoyed } 
the necessity of making replac«_ 
ments. That means more rehearse, 
|for othe. players, but Equity 
never solved the problem either. 

Attempts were made to write i: 
the rules one which would preve 
such cast lifts by Hollywood, but 1 


‘ 





gotiators seemed agreed that su 
|restraint would probably not 
legal. Managers insist that you 


players would be more valuable 


the studios if allowed to get m« 
stage experience. One provisi 
which was retained is a protecti, 


one for managers. It stipulated that 
| when a picture name goes int 
play, the studio to which he is 1 0-«s 
contract must acquaint the ma 

the period of time he is to be a‘ 
able for the stage engagement 

ager, therefore, will go into r 
Sal aware of the number of m 
the player may be retained. 


e 


Managers have a simple method 
to hold any player for the length of 
| the engagement and that is by issu- 
'ing run of the play contracts. Few, 
however, appear to favor such us- 
age. 





Bob Hope 


Continued from page 3 








for its showmanship. House gets 
around $10,000 worth of toy Ir 
talent for free, and to sweeten the 
bargain, for the 10 p.m. break, which 


is generally pretty barren of payecs. 
Hope promises a show running from 


one hour to 90 minutes 

Hope and the Lore Thomas 
agency took the step : repeated 
demands for a differe! nethod of 
iticket distribution to hi sunday 
night dress rehearsal {failed to Dring 
jany noticeable improverrent He 
said he noticed the same faces uown 
| front every week and (thai ihey are 
| the coldest audience he ever played 
to, 
All Right, Get funy 

‘They seemed to be in a challeng- 
ing mood,’ declared the coinedian. 
‘I could read it in their faces that 
they seemed to be muttering, ‘W« 
what have you got tonight, Big Bo 
|It better be funny.’ And with that 
they’d sit back with arms folded 
;}and dare me to make them laug! 
| What’s worse, they know my routine 
as well as I or any member of the 
cast. The same ones keep coming 


back and I got to know quite a few 
of them by their first names.’ 

Last season Hope complained of 
the same old trouble but nothing 
was done about it. He tried out a 
fresh audience at Hollywood Play- 
house but withdrew after one per- 
formance due to the theatre’s poor 
accoustics. Complaint has been gen- 
eral with comics on NBC but those 
in charge of ticket distribution claim 
they’re doing the best they can. CBS 
with larger auditoriums has been vir- 
tually free of censure from the funny 
fellows. 


For its four audience studios, each 
seating around 350, NBC ticket dis- 
tribution is roughly on this basis: 
| network arbitrarily takes 100; around 
200 go the sponsor; the agency p‘ck: 
up around 35, and some of the artists 
|on the show rate two apiece. CBS 
|makes no demands for tak- 
jing only what the agency allots. 





salrate 
Lic kKers, 
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. d d effecti ‘ 
Unprecedented effectiveness 
44 ° “i e 
says “The New York Times” of this 
e * 
New Miracle from the RCA Laboratories 
4 
ae l'antasia, now playing at) “Sound is reproduced with a degree 
New York’s Broadway Theatre, Walt — of color and effectiveness without a 
Disney again gives America a notable — precedent in my experience of either 
motion picture “first.” the screen or the radio... that 
But the picture itself is not the only ‘tone color’ of which every musi- 
thoroughly new and different feature an speaks and which is particularly 
of Fantasia. The sound, too, is a nota- the attribute of orchestral music is 
ble “first.” Named “Fantasound” it — here reproduced with a completeness 
was developed by RCA and Disney and sumptuousness for which... 
engineers —and ‘**The New York —= may be able to furnish a precedent, 
Times’? acclaims it in this way: but [ cannot.” 
~ 
tasound differs from ordinary new richness of instrumental tone the dramatic beauty that normally 
-souncd by recording and repro- because individual sections of a reaches only the ears of the con- 
¢ dialogue and music not or band are separately recorded and ductor. ‘The performances of indi- 
but on three, s6und tracks. It reproduced. vidual sections are automatically 
lows” the action on the screen. [n the Broadway Theatre, sound controlled so that a much wider, 
a performer moves from One reproducers are placed behind the more realistic volume is enjoy ed, 
the screen to the othe ec and surround the audi- Because sound is spread across the 
nd moves as well, switching fron ence—so that woodwinds, basses, stage instead of coming from one 
sound reproducer to another. strings, brasses a d ot tions speaker centered behind the scree 
same realism 1s also provided ot the Philadelphia Or hestra, which music is heard as if the Or he tra 
al sequences—and results 1: plays in Fantasia, a eard with all were actually present! 
Office 
s Better Box 
d Meon he screen 
Soun ‘ce of the 
Better ic Voice 
hone Mag d 
RCA Photop ter SOUN . 
Means Bette Cam smalics 
yt f vel , ge ot } 4 A 
1 ame JA 4 \ “ ‘ est. Airhousn” 1) . c . 
by the sa! , to lare “A ic the , 
Janed DS ie red Cc Aist a Fi 
Develor” who collabo! oi ‘ sind D) R ,of mo ot AdIO Col IO Ca On) 
engineets al rhe Pisne> yn + card a new Cre % rion, Thels ‘ ad 
‘ > ~ au' 
with er | rhe creation © e sound git? rg advent ° 
‘ation 1 ‘ WOtOo- aaa ies = \ - - 
ganizatl 1d the RC ree no reaso! u to withhold () Cl ] 
acoul ; 1e€ . vO ’ ry) Ca 
fantasou  Vaice of t seed cause } ¢ the RCA 
shone Mags at you need ‘notallation wir Voice ot ° . , «y 
4 ys just what 3 rue ane ee Radio City, N. Y. 
Screen 5 2 ut patrons ¢ ‘ Photophone 7 Ir’sequipmen' 
a Oo wane : _ Ww. == 
ring + . soun + seen no . . ; . . . ’ ° 
to b {uction ot the {; the Sereet r, future: RCA Manufacturing Co., Ine. Radiomarine Corporation of America 
, yC im. + ; ea tor mer eae = : 
id ood records ee) a planned F° R.C.A. Communications, Ine. National Broadcasting Company, Ine. 
TW or tikes” . ~ 
Holly 4 and priced fo! RCA Laboratories RCA Institutes, Inc. 
1s designe’ / 
4 
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LINCOLN 


(Continued from page 11) 
week is $14,500. Last week, ‘Thief 
Bagdad’ (UA) (4th-final week) gar- 
nered slim $3,700. 

"Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 





Parking Space, a Must,’ Will Curb 
New Theatre Building in Detroit 














> f and ‘Chan at Museum’ (20th), good 

| $9,000. Last week, | ‘Zorro’ (20th 

Detroit, Nov. 19. Add: Panaceas Fo tana People’ (20th), okay 

: : | $10,500. 

While liberalized to some degree, utsttintaii tenis tia Coan Bawatown (WB) (1,800: 30-44-55) 

the new Detroit zoning ordinance , |_"Lady Red Hair’ (WB) ‘and y ten 

‘ rdshi nd to a settles on the gross and not on the ‘Maggie’ (Rep). Fair $6,000. Last 

1 ee contract is the reason that the ex-|week, ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and 
degree be prohibitive to theatre 


hibitor is able to continue in busi- |‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), $6,500. 


building here by the smaller out-}ness. In repeated instances major| Four Star (UA-F-WC), (900; 55-75) 
fits Fear of the enactment of the| companies which are selling under|—Voyage Home’ (U 2c 4 


- : ; ome ing ickly to around $3,000 
co xs for 35% of the gross ropping quickly 
ordinance as law was one of the rea- ntracts calling F 


glad to settle at 10% and 15% after er week succeeded in top- 
ya: s (are Bis . . : xing $4,500. 

sons for the heavy new building in reductions when a picture falls down. } ae aes teas) (1.100: 36-44-85)— 
Detroit this year. 


And this goes not only for the inde- ‘Queen Destiny’ (RKO) and ‘Captain 
pendent theatres but for the affili- |Lady’ (M-G) (2d wk). Heading for 
ates as well. /profitable $1,800 on holdover stanza, 
, The deadly feature of the situation after first week slightly topped 
as approved by the City Planning | from the exhibitor point of view 000 
Commission, the premium still is | that where the gross justifies it, the 
laced on adequate parking space in' distributor collects the top per- | Maggie’ (Rep). r 
; i - ee theatres, | centage. And in any event Is e€n- hit $6,500. Last week, Tugboat 
eee Wn aay Rare Wenee, abled to skim the cream off each | Annie’ (WB) and ‘Hit Parade (Rep), 
auditoriums or places of public as- \oer's business that enables him to | also $6,500. 
sembly. do so. Each season the distributors i re Rw Cn a 
The portion of the ordinance ap-| have been increasing their cay Against Sky’ (RKO) (24 wk—three 
plying to theatres stipulates that a, 48° demands enabling them to cash | gays only). Should add okay $3,000 
house must have 200 square feet of |im on the favorable grosses, while at on abbreviated stanza. House will 
parking " ane pte na of the the same time allowing them to ap-|revert to Thursday opening with 
driveway areas, for every 10 seats. | 
This would mean that a sma! 700,- 


Under the modified form now 
under consideration by the Council, 





is | $2,000. 
* | Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
| —‘Lady Red Hair’ (WB) and ‘Aunt 


pear as benefactors to the exhibitors | ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and ‘Sandy 
when business does not justify |Gets Man (U) on Thanksgiving. Last 


seat neighborhood would be required ernte in the higher percentage ke 33, Fe 30-44-55- 
to provide 14,000 square feet of park- = A 4 a 75)—North West Mounted’ (Par) 
seek dese, For a large 2,000-seater . That an industry, the investment jand stage show (3d wk). Continues 
this parking space would soar to 40,- 1 which runs into millions, should jto hit excellent pace at around 
000 square feet : " |be based upon such a flimsy €cO- | $16,000 after second week almost 


Not only does this make the costs 
come high with the price of real 
estate what it is in a city of this 
size but it also creates quite a prob- 
lem on just where to find that much 


nomic basis is almost unbelievable, |reached $23,000. 
but it furnishes ample justification | stanza. * 
for sincere exhibitor belief that the | RKO x) ane 30-44-55) — 
burden of any increased cost to him Ain Sky’ < RIO) ae PB 
will result in his destruction. | y ys, 


a yeek). Will likel 2,500, 
: : Exhibitors with singular unanimity po Me st "' i vA en ‘: d 
room for a theatre without going out alter Hrs ull seven days tippe 


Sto the prairies are convinced that instead of al- | scales at around $13,300 mark, big. 
One fs the peculiarities of the , leviating any monopolistic practices,| State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414; 30-44- 


May go _ fourth 


; : a hi the decree will only further accent- | 55-75) — ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and 
have bucked the ordinance ang won Ute monopoly in the business. And | Cpe, at Muscum (din), Oxy 

tar a oe Wo? | certainly the disappearance ~f the |}?,<0%\ ID prospect. ve "3 
soine liberalization in it—still not} ~ ll ind d hibitor will do Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Young People 
considered reasonable—they have small indepencent exis (20th), okay $14,800. 


‘ abso- | 
acknowledged the need for supplying 

sufficient parking space for success- 
ful operation. 


Neighborhood houses here—which 


more toward the creation «f ; United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100: 
lute monopoly than any 0 | single | 83c-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Dictator’ (UA). On 


thing among affiliated as well as un- | grind policy with five shows daily 
affiliated circuits. |and no reserved seats, Chaplin opus 











|likely to garner big $15,500 on first 
advertise free parking in equal week, Last week, at regular prices 
prominence to their bills in the on moveover, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) (2d | 
newspapers—have been rolling up Isabel Jewell wx) and ‘1 hird Finger (M-G), hit 

$4,400, better tl »xpected 

good attendances, some at the ex- ; F | Wilshire (F-WC) 2414. 30-44-55) 
mense oi the downtown houses where Continued from page 2_____J ee People’ (20th) and ‘name 
the park problem is brutal. In : ; ; 


shots, with material of her own au-| (20th), On moveover, looks 
thorshfp, also being lined up for | weak $4,800. Last week, ‘Wyoming’ 
Jewell gal by couple of New York |‘(M-G) on second week and ‘Third 
agencies. | Finger’ (M-G), only $5,700. 


Jessel show was minus Rochelle! —_ 
Hudson and Jean Parker when it left! ¢ ° ’ 
land a three-day stand. Miss Parker | Arise Rosy $9,200, 
- . a Pe Ps < | ‘s e e 3 
pitfire -Vaude 116, 


fact, most Detroiters, when consider- 
ing downtown picture-going, tag an 
additional 25c on to the expense for 
parking, which gives the nabes that 
much more of a price advantage than 
just admission. 








/here last Thursday (14) for Syracuse 
flew back to Hollywood for a picture 
and Miss Hudson, accompanied by | 
her husband, Hal Thompson, headed | 
for Texas and will vacation in Mex- | 
ico for couple of weeks before re-| 
turning to coast. 


Schaeffer-White’s Addition 
Dayton, O., Nov. 19. 
Nick Schaeffer and Mauri White. 
Owners of an indie chain through- 
out central and southern QOhio. are 
planning a new nabe 


, Baltimore, Novy. 19. 
house in| , : ather impressi 

suburban Dayton View. Theatre. to|. Following Syracuse, Jessel unit; Rather unimpressive going here 

Gy cetne te Baten : brags fo has two more weeks, at Flatbush and | with downtowners all angling for 

seats ish ait ’ Windsor, both N. Y., and he'll run| Thanksgiving openings and_short- 


dating current entries. Ahead of the 
field is Keith’s, with an advance 
entry of ‘Arise My Love,’ in ahead 
of the holiday week and figured 
strong enough to continue to satisfy- 
ing results. ‘Wyoming,’ at Loew’s 





out route with remaining members 

|of his Hollywood troupe, Miss Jewell, | 
Conrad’ -§ | ¢ yw , 

ad's 450-Seater Lya Lys, Lois Andrews (Mrs. Jes- 


Wichita, Kas., Nov. 19. | sel), Evelyn Farney and Jean Gary. 
Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Conrad will | 


convert business building in down- 











,Century, and ‘Tugboat Annie Sails 
town section into 450-seat theatre to SEAT TLE Again,’ at the Stanley, are ambling 
be opened about Nov. 25. Their along mildly with both dated for 
daughter, Miidred, will assist in Op- | Wednesday night pullout in favor 


‘atio ; gr 7 | {Continued from page 10) 
caaek of the Roxie, as it will be} garnered, and not caring to chance 
— | third week or moveover. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
| Westerner’ (UA). (3d wk.). Big $5,300. 
19 | Last week, same film, $6,300, great. 


|of midnight show openings for suc- 

;ceeding films Biz here generally 

hasn't been so forte of late. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 

| 28-44) —‘Wyoming’ (M-G). 





F. & M.’s 30th in St. Louis 


15- 
St. Louis, Nov 


Not well 

en , ‘ : | Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) | placed here, and figured for falter- 

Bye = be een = V-P. and gen. | (g50- 30-40-50)—Third Finger (M-G) |ing $6,000. ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) 

gr. ¢ ancnon Marco’s interests and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th) |slated to open Wednesday midnight. 

here, and Robert Hanna, contractor | (4th wk). Bringing $1,700 in five | Last week, second of ‘Dictator’ (UA), 
and builder, closed a deal to erect a 


: days, okay. Last week, same pair 
1,500 house in new residential district paced at excellent $2,700. 
in South St. Louis. The new theatre 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
probably will become the 30th in the 


fell down to $9,900 after disappoint- 


price jolt of 85c and $1.10. 





(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Letter’ (WB) and Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; | 
St. Louis Amusement Co. chain, | ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB).. Good for 15-28-39-44-55-66 ) - ‘Spitfire’ (RKO) 
which is operated by F&M. Con-| Very fine $7,500 behind advertising. oe lee ccm hhry omy by Ken Murray. 
struction expected to start within 30 , Last week, ‘Seven Sinners ‘U) and om yo G; 1. 1.000. a weer. cd 
days * , ” |‘Father Prince’ (WB), mild $4,200. | Many Saris (RKO) plus" All Girl 
oe Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50)- Revue’ on stage, sold strongly fo1 
~ : ‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep), plus Bing | ‘lightly better than average $11,600. 
More Texas Drive-Ins Crosby in ‘Swing with Bing’ (Par) PB ng aly (Schanberger ) (2,406; 15- 
Austin. Texas. Nov. 19. | (two reeler), plus vaude. Great oe ee gage baa (Par). 
W. G. Underw and C C. Feel) | $6,500 rolling in. Last week, ‘French de Ret tage a cn Renorrow 
- Underwood and C. C, Ezell Without Tears’ (Par) and ‘Men|‘Wed.) with everything its own way 

are rapidly formulating their plans | pape st Sk ” (RKO) fees vaude, | tO _rosy $9.200 on opening round. 
to erect more Drive-In theatres | = y ila, New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 

. S| gathered n $6,100, bg : - 
throughout the state. Deal for a| Saeamaees  ttarrick-E Treen) 44— Zorro (20th) (3d wk). Hold- 
house here has been closed, amethed’ (3,039; 30-40-50) —'Zerro’ (20th) and M8 sa‘isfactorily at $4,200 after bull- 
with a deal for two houses in Dal-|‘Young People’ (2Uth) (2d wk.). = pn ge AL _ hos ren 
Jas. Other houses for Waco and | Pulling good $4,000 in six days. Last |, od Snaraice (21) underlined to 
Fort Worth, and an additional house | week, same films, $9,800, magnificent. | Vataniev (WB) (3.280: 15-28-39-44- 
in Houston. Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40-50) 7 : rhage oes 


55)—‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB). Filling 
{in five-day interlude to mild $4,000 
and 





. —‘No Comedy’ (WB) (3d wk.). Good 
. $2,200. Last week, same film, moved 
Another in Texas 


. ’ : E making way Wednesday mid- 
: over from Orpheum, big $3,300. lnight for ‘The Letter’ (WB). Last 
Sundown, Texas, Nov. 19. Winter Garden (Sterling) (800;| Wee. ‘Burma’ (Par) unexciting 

A new 550-seat house will be|16-32)—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) | ¢5 ¢99. : 


opened here this week by Wallace 
Blankenship, circuit operator, with ; . 
headquarters in Levelland. Again (M-G) and ‘Mystery Sea 

Lee Scarborough will open his Raider’ (Par) (2d run), $2,200, good. 
new house in Van, Texas, this week. | 


He formerly operated the Queen, $40,000 L. A. THEATRE FIRE 


and ‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono) (2d run). 
Fair $1,900. Last week, ‘Love You 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Monogram switched from ‘C.C.C. 
‘Camp’ to ‘Here We Go Again.’ 








ae Alexander Korda changed his 
Tenaha. City’s only other house was 6 Angee, crev. o. ‘Lady Hamilton’ to ‘The Enchantress. 
the Victor operated by S. G. Fry,| Fox-West Coast Larchmont the-| “‘Biondie Goes Society’ replaced 
destroyed by fire several monihs|atre here was destroyed by Fire ‘Blondie Goes to the Dogs’ at Co- 
ago. Sunday (17). Loss around $40,000. lumbia. 


. 2 *-« see £ 
s@eeaeervrer ave s¢ 6 


Will be lucky to| 


like | 


Balto Lacks Power’ 


ing first round at $23,000, all due to | 


TT 








Continued 
‘rector for the 
| week, and it 





| attention of President 
Green at the AF of L convention in 
New Orleans this week. 

| In the meantime, ballots have been 
mailed to Class B members of the 
Guild calling for a vote on a pro- 

'posal to abolish The Council. In its 
place, the extras are given the al- 

lternative of having their affairs 
handled by the board of directors, 
or of electing committees from the 

| various classifications to confer with 





extras. These representatives would 


‘be selected by the riders, dancers, | 
'dress extras, et al. The polls close 
|Nov. 26. At the same time, the ex- 


'tras will vote on acceptance of the 
|Standing Committee report which 
recommends elimination of all ex- 
'tras who worked 10 days or less in 
| 1939. 

The situation was aggravated 
when job placements for extras in 
October reached a new all-time low. 
Only 14,859 jobs were handed out by 
Central Casting Corp. during the 
month, with earnings falling to $162,- 
| 035, compared with $203,931 in Sep- 
tember, when placement totaled 18,- 
157. 





the first 10 months of the year as 
|compared with 1939. Total earnings 
| for the year are now approximately 
| $650,000 behind the same period last 
year. 


Mayo Groups Dropped 
This announcement was accom- 
panied by the following communica- 
tion from prexy Edward Arnold or- 
dering cancellation of committees 
named by Mayo: 





|} tion with other organizations is to be 
conducted by the board of directors. 
|To have purportedly official commit- 
|tees discussing the Guild’s preblems 
| with other organizations and bodies 
when such committees have no such 
| power and are not official, can lead 
;only to confusion and will not 
| tolerated. 

‘All Council members are hereby 
|}put on notice that they must not 
; serve on any such committees 

| ‘No one has the slightest objection 
|to the extras forming a_ separate 
| union, if they see fit. The board has 
made this clear over and over again, 


be 


and by their vote the extras have 
said they do not want a separate 
union. As long, however, as the 


extras remain members of the Screen 
| Actors Guild, they must abide by its 
| duly constituted by-laws.’ 

The Screen Writers Guild has re- 
elected prexy Sheridan Gibney, and 
|amended* its constitution so to 
| raise the requirements for active 
membership in the organization. Sid- 
ney Buchman was named vice-presi- 
; dent; Dore Schary, secretary, and 
Lester Cole, treasurer. New members 


as 


of the executive board are Ralph 
lock Sidney Buchman, Jerome 
| Chodorov, Joseph Fields, Sheridan 


Gibney, Harry Kurnitz, Ring Lard- 
ner, Jr., John Howard Lawson, Wil- 
}liam Ludwig, Maurice Rapf, Donald 


Ogden Stewart and Dwight Taylor. 
Board alternates are Fred Rinaldo, 


| Robert Rossen, Allan Scott, Sol Shor, 
| Tess Slesinger, Nathaniel West. 

| Screen Credit Ruling 

The constitutional amendment lift- 
|ing the membership requirements to 
|26 weeks’ employment in the indus- 
| try now reads: 

‘The active membership shall con- 
} sist of the following: 


(a) Upon the 
recommendation of the executive 
board, any member of the League 


(Authors League of Am. :ica), imme- 
diately upon such member becoming 
employed or otherwise engaged as a 
writer in the motion picture indus- 
|try; (b) all persons who within the 
| period of two years prior to the date 
lof their filing an application for 
|membership in this Guild shall have 
| received either one screen credit for 
| writing a screen play of a feature 
|length picture, or two screen credits 
|for writing an original story or three 


| . eae 
{screen credits for writing a screen | 


|play or original story on short sub- 
jects or who has been employed or 
engaged during such time as a screen 
| writer in the motion picture industry 
|for a pericd of 26 weeks, consecu- 
| tively or non-consecutively.’ 

The membership also amended 
| Section 2 of Article 13 so that it now 
| reads: 

‘Nothing hereinabove in this Sec- 
tion 2 shall authorize the executive 
board to discipline any member for 
lany political or religious belief, or 
for his or her expression of such 
| belief, nor shall any member be dis- 
|ciplined by the executive board for 
|membership in any other organiza- 
|tion, unless such organization be a 
j}union, guild or other similar organi- 


se+<e 


Agents’ Contract Beef 


the board on matters pertaining to} 


The figures disclosed a shrink- | 
lage in job placements of 63,727 for | 


‘The relationship of this organiza- | 


from page 7 





AF of L here this, zation, whose purpose or actions are 
is understood he was 
30-44-55-75) — ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) | a:ked to bring the matter to the 


William 


in the opinion of the executive board 
|inimical to the best interests of the 
| Guild. 
| ‘Notwithstanding anything herein. 
before or hereinafter stated, the en. 
forcement of any order disciplining a 
member of the Screen Writers Guild, 
Inc.. pursuant to the provisions of 
this Section 2, shall be automatically 
stayed pending the final decision by 
the membership of an appeal from 
'such order taken in accordance with 
the provisions of the constitution and 
| the by-laws.’ 





UA Meeting 


Continued from page 5 








that the profits for the company 
‘during the fiscal year of 1940 are 
' well in excess of $500,000 which was 
| the amount made last year and these 
profits this year were mostly gar- 
nered from domestic distribution. No 
peace pact having been made with 
Goldwyn, he did not attend and it is 
understood his legal action against 
United Artists will continue in New 
| York. However, it was said here 
by UA heads that should Goldwyn 
make any pictures during the pres- 
ent year, the company will release 
them as it did ‘The Westerner.’ 

Another report that was kicked 
over, before the company meeting, 
was that Alexander Korda was try- 
|ing to dispose of his stock. «At the 
\time Korda came into the fold as a 
| member-cwner, agreement was made 
ithat he pay for the stock out of his 
idividends and, to date, they have 
not been sufficient to cover the al- 
/lotted value of the stock which stops 
him from disposing of it. 

Pictures Lined Up 

| Silverstone says company has 14 
pictures that will go on general re- 
lease between Jan. 1 and June 30, 
and that the season of 1940-41 was 
‘the biggest picture distribution sea- 
son in the history of the company.’ 


The aggregate cost of the 14 pice 
tures to be distributed in the first 
half of 1941 is $12,250,000. Pictures 


that will be released during the new 
year are: “Thief of Bagdad,’ costing 
$1,750,00C; ‘Great Dictator,’ costing 
$2,200,000; ‘Flotsam’ (Loew-Lewin), 
$900,000; ‘Son of Monte Cristo’ (Ed- 
ward Small), $650,000; ‘Road Show’ 
(Hal Roach), $500,000; ‘Major Bare 
bara’ (Gabriel Pascal), $800,000; 
‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ (R. A. Row- 
land), $650,000; ‘Lady Hamilton’ 
(Korda), $1,250,000; ‘Return of Tope 
(Hal Roach), $500,000; ‘That 
Uncertain Feeling’ (Lubitsch), $750,- 
000: ‘New Wine’ (Korda), $600,000; 
‘Pot of Gold’ (Roosevelt), $600,000; 
‘Broadway, Ltd.’ (Roach), $500,000, 
and ‘Strange Victory’ (Sol Lesser), 
$600,000. Majority of these pictures 
have been completed or are in work 
with a final few of them getting into 
production by Jan, 15. 

Silverstone pointed out that under 
the Silverstone plan of 1938, with 
refunds and rebates and the comy 
pany participating in the cost of 
prints and advertising, the producers 
under the plan, which provides for 
reducing the 25% domestic distribue 
tion, in some instances will have 
|their costs cut to around the 20% 
imark or less. Should the Chaplin 
picture gross around $5,000,000 or 
more, the cost to the maker of ‘Great 
Dictator’ will hit between 12 and 
15% which is even cheaper markets 
ing than ‘Gone With the Wind’ re- 
ceived from Metro. 

Silverstone will remain here for 
about 10 days to two weeks after the 
meeting, working out 1941-42 prod- 


per’ 


fuct allotments with the various 
United Artists producers. In that 
group he expects two from David 


Selznick, a group from Walter Wane 
ger and also from Eddie Small, who 
is getting a new contract wo! ked out, 
|plus the other producers who made 
[product for the current season. A 
ideal is also being worked on fof 
'Gene Towne and Graham Baker tO 
make three pictures as well as tw? 
|other producers to come into the 
| fold. 





'L.&J. GETS ROXY, ATLANTA 
Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 19. 

The Roxy, Atlanta, which has been 
| playing big-name vaude shows in th¢ 
| Georgia capital, has been acquire 
iby Lucas & Jenkins (Paramount) @ 
| Atlanta. 

The house, which has been oper 
ated independently for the past 2 
years by the Robert Meyers hote 
| chain, will continue to present big 
| name vaude, acording to J. D. Kemp, 
| Jr. manager of Southern Attractioné. 
Jimmy McCoy has been retained 4S 
| manager. 


see 
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When It’s For The Record 
They Look To Z4RIETY 


Variety Film Reviews 
For Academy Library 


HOLLYWOOD, NOY. 19. : 
N 
Y OF MOTION PICTURE ARTS A 


TION OF 
SCIENCES HAS COMPLETED A COLLEC 


ews, AS A 
; PICTURE REV! 
VARIETY'S MOTION REFERENCE AND 





















ACADEM 
Down through the years, since the first issue 


TIVE . . 
SOLE AND cnageronnnt See tee of VARIETY, Dec. 16, 1905, history of show busi- 
NSPICUOUS AND 
phrn YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY ness has been written kb k, i 
BRARY. NEW ay voRK, POSSESS , week by week, in terms of 
ICE, 


THE VARIETY OFF 


a SIMILAR FILES. personal achievements of artists, writers, crafts- 


men and showmen. 


THE ONLY OTHE 










FIRST FILM 
REVIEWS EVER 


The indelible record is in print, the never-ending, 
PUBLISHED 


fabul iti illi 
ie: ous, exciting and brilliant saga of the theatre, in all | 
‘THE LIFE OF A COWBOY’ 4 ° aT ° ee 

(Melodramatic) Its forms, ever changing, ever new—thrilling, Inspiring. 

13 Mins. 

Pastor's 


EDISON FILM 


A long and interesting moving 











Cn MORO 





picture is the ‘Life of a Cowboy,’ Great names of the past commingle with the enter- 


shown at.Pastor’s. It covers a wide 
range of subjects and the locale 


seems to be really the western tainers and showmen of today. People of show business 


plains. The picture run: from a 


esters: tadning. satay Wastenet: te who always have regarded VARIETY as their newspaper 


the arrival of a stage coach at a 


ranch with ‘tenderfeet’ aboard, for 


whose delectation trick lariat throw- have compiled the chronicle. 


ing is introduced, followed by the 
holding up of the coach by Indians, 
The abduction of a young girl, the 

chase by the cowboys’ through 

pretty woods and rolling fields to : h d ° 

the recapture of the girl, and the VARIETY annually reviews t 8 past an peers into the 
tragic finale where an Indian girl 

shoots a murderous bad man silently 


crawling up on the lover of the future. This year the 


white girl. 


The series is so melodramatic in 
treatment that it acted on the audi- 


scoces | 3th Anniversary Issue 


(From Variety, Jan. 19, 1907) 








. ergy y — v0 = : ° > 
AN EXCITING HONEYMOON will be published during the Holidays. 
7 Mins. 
Colonial 
PATHE FILM 

‘An Exciting Honeymoon’ is listed ; 
on the Colonial program as a new Space reservations, usual rates, should be made now. 
series. It combines comedy and 
‘chasing,’ besides a melodramatic 
touch. The fun is amusing; the pic- 
tire well worked out and the audi- 
ence remained in its seats until the 
close, 


One scene, wherg a ‘ducking’ party 
was shown caused a great deal of 
laughter. There is sufficient variety 
to ‘An Exciting Honeymoon’ to 


cause both interest and oo” NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO 
154 West 46th St. 1708 N. Vine St. 





LONDON 
54 W. Randolph 8 St. Martin’s Pl. 
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exempting these contracts from arbi- 
tration, furthers the monopoly. 

The decree was challenged as ‘un- 
just and inequitable,’ due to the fact 
that 98% of the exhibitors of the 
country are against it and as they 
are the ones affected,’ they are be- 


ing subjected to a new and experi- | 


mental method of distributing pic- 
tures which they believe will be 
disastrous, and in the formulation of 
which they had no voice. 

Milton C. Weisman representing 


the Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn. of New York, was the next 
spokesman. The attorney declared 


his organization had some 263 mem- 
bers and was opposed to the decree 
completely. He declared he had been 
{n touch with Thurman Arnold at 
various times and had called his at- 
tention to the futility of the entire 
proceeding. Weisman charged that 
the economic side of the question had 
not been looked into, and said he had 
received hundreds of letters 
persons in the industry who would 
be out of business if the decree was 


signed. He told the court that it was | 
an impossibility for an independent | 


exhibitor to secure a first run in any 
situation where an affiliated theatre 
operates, and that the decree will not 
work and cannot cure any of the 
basic evils of the industry. 


Major Co. Franchise 
Is Worth $1,000,000 


The nature of the industry necessi- 
tates blockbooking, declared Weis- 
man, who said that a major film 
company franchise is the most valu- 
able thing in the world to an exhibi- 
tor. He pointed out instances where 
theatres, valued at $1,000,000, had 
been given away a half interest for 
nothing to a distributor, 
product. 

Trade showings were laughed at 
by the attorney, who pointed out 
that the average New York inde- 
pendent plays fifth run, and receives | 
a picture six to nine months after it 
has played around him, and he 
knows all he needs to about the pic- | 
ture. On blockbooking, Weisman said 
that if it is not illegal, the court is 
then in the position of forcing some- 
thing on exhibitors they do not want, 
and if it is illegal it can’t be forced 
by decrees on independents. 

With Weisman’s conclusion, Robert 
Brodsky representing, Local 802 of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians having 21,000 members, asked 


the court to insert a clause in the | 


decree allowing independent exhibi- 
tors to use live talent if they so saw 
fit. Brodsky claimed that independ- 
ents, when he approached them, 
claimed they were saddled with 
double fetaures. shorts, newsreels, 
etc.. so that all their screen time was 
taken up, and they could not use live 
musicians By eliminating block- 
booking and forcing Brodsky thought 


the decree went far. but not far 
enough. 
He pointed out that since the ad- 


vent of sound pictures his union has 
been forced to spend $600,000 a year 
in support of its members thrown 
out of work as result of the monopo- 
listic tactics of the defendents. 

William E. Sims, representing the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, having 7.700 members. 
posed the decree next on the ground 
that it puts the independents in an 
inferior nosition to where ‘they stand 
today. He centered his blows 

lockbooking and tradeshowings, and 
said that a 20% cancellation would 
be of far greater aid. 

Paul J. Ziegler, representing 
Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors, then asked the 
Court to hold proceedings for a 
while until he could ask the Court 
for the right ts intervene. This was 
denied by Judge Goddard. who re- 
fused to brook any delay, saying that 
Ziegler had had time enough to get 
his papers ready, and intimated he 


1 
oOdD- 


would not allow any intervention 
anvhow. 
Louis B. Schwartz, representing 


300 members of Northwest Allied, 
pointed out to the court that many 
theatres had never sought a better 
run than the one they were enjoy- 
ing now, because they knew they 
would not receive anything better. 

Jacob Schechter of Allied of New 
York, representing 200 theatres, 
stated that blockbooking had been 
OK, and that what the Government 
soucht to do in the decree was to 
push the clock back 30 vears to the 
old days of selling by a producer to 
an exchange, and then-to the exhibi- 
tor. Schechter also asked that the 
case be referred to a master for 
hearings. 

Sidney B. Pfeiffer, of the MPTO of 


Long Tirades vs. Decree 


Continued from page 4 


from | 


to secure | 


| senting 
'who announced 


on 


the 








tres, was next on the list, and stated 
that the decree was a vicious one. 
During the one year trial period 
every independant will be eliminated, 
warned the attorney, who termed the 
situation a ‘ghastly one, with the 
Government ending a case taken on 
for independents, by placing a fur- 
ither and more unbearable load on 


\their shoulders, and giving the affili- | 


ated theatres a code of escape while 
|crucifying the independent. 


| ‘Independents will be throttled and 
lat the absolute mercy of the affili- 
ated theatres with court blessing. 
The Government has not acted in the 
| independents’ interests in proposing 
this decree,’ declared Pfeiffer. 

Robert Barton, representing 125 
theatres in Virginia, then spoke and 
also asked for cancellation rather 
'than blocks-of-five and tradeshow- 
ings. In the latter regard he pointed 
out a theatre he represents, which 
uses 468 pictures a year. To see all 
of them would require the exhibitor 
to spend day and night in a screen- 
ing room. ‘The Government does 
not want to hurt us,’ he said, ‘So let 
them drop the decree and we'll fight 
lit out.’ 


Roy L. Walker, president of the 
Theatre Owners of Texas, and owner 
'of three small theatres there himself. 
| Judge Walker set forth three princi- 
| pal arguments against the decree. 
First, that the decree will double the 
;price paid for pictures, then that it 
will force subsequent run exhibitors 
_to show pictures three to 15 months 
_after release instead of three to six 
| weeks after as they are now doing, 
‘and lastly that blocks-of-five and 
tradeshowings will put independent 
out of business or force them into 
|chain buying. 

The exhibitor pointed out that in 
his state exhibitors frequently were 
500-600 miles from an _ exchange 
center, making it impossible to come 
in to see tradeshowings, and if forced 
to buy in blocks-of-five, the frequent 
trips to secure film would double its 
cost. The average independent uses 
250 pictures yearly, and the price 
paid seldom runs over $12.50-$50 for 
a film, making arbitration of any film 
much more costly than taking a 
beating on it. Walker told of having 
gone to Washington to see Thurman 
Arnold, and of having been refused 
a chance to express his views. 


Fred Kent, Representing 
Par Partners, Also Beefs 


First of the affiliated exhibitors to 
be heard was Fred H. Kent, repre- 
the Paramount partners, 
that for the first 
time in many moons he was join- 
ing with independents in a com- 
mon fight against the decree. He 
too told of having been tossed aside 
by Arnold when he objected to 
blocks-of-five and tradeshowings, and 
asked 20% cancellation in_ their 
place. “The attorney general had no 
right to make this agreement and he 
is usurping the rights of Congress 
which alone has the power to get up 
a trade practice code,’ said the at- 
torney. Kent pointed out that all the 
exhibitors in the U. S. were in court 
telling the court that the decree was 
a bad one, and that the judge had no 
recourse but to find the decree 
equitable. ‘The rights of third parties 
have been adversely adjudicated 
without giving them the right to be 
heard, and the Department of Justice 
has no right to create and further a 


in- 


monopoly which is what they are 
doing here,’ declared Kent. 

John R. Morone~ counsel] for 
Interstate Circuit of Texas, an 
affiliated circuit, was the next 


speaker who also attacked blocks-of- 
five and tradeshowings. He declared 
in regard to the blocks that it was 
like leasing an apartment for five 
weeks, and then being forced to re- 


new the lease on different terms 
each five weeks thereafter, rather 
than one lease covering a year’s 
rental. “This decree will shake the 


stability of the industry,’ he warned. 

Last of the independents to be 
heard was L. M. Rice of Texas, rep- 
,resenting the Robb & Rowley Cir- 
/cuit of that state, Oklahoma and 
Arkansas. He stated that he had been 
in the film business for 15 years, 
which proved exclusively that he was 
erazy, aS no one stayed in the busi- 
{ness that long who was not insane. 
He pointed to the Government at- 
torneys, squirming alongside of him, 
and shouted dramatically, “These 
men were’ nice, decent men until 
they began to associate with affili- 
ated exhibitors for five months. Now 
look at what they look like. 
affiliates have taken off their pants, 
rolled them over a barrel, squeezed 


N. Y. State, representing 225 thea-, them hard, and after pregnancy loo 


Next on the program was Judge | 


j}and good will to the industry. 


The | 


tat what they gave birth to—a small 
white insignificant mouse.’ 
Robert E. Sher of the Consent 


|Decree Department then got up to | 


laddress the court. His first remark 
was, ‘The court seems to have more 
friends than the decree,’ referring to 
the unanimous attacks on his brain- 
child, and to the many ‘amicus 
curaie’ who had been parading be- 
fore the bar of justice all day. 


Sher, for the Govt., 
Attempts to Refute 


Sher did his best to refute some of 
the stntements which had been made 
and repeated Hayes’ earlier stand on 
the reasons for the decree. He said 
that he found merit in only one 
claim. that of the AFM, and that the 
decree would aid them. He asked 
formal court approval. 

Judge Goddard then reserved de- 
cision, but from the court's attitude 
little doubt remained among the de- 
spairing independents that theirs was 
a lost cause. Much earlier than the 


present session, Judge Goddard had | 


indicated that the Government had 
taken care of everyone’s welfare out- 
side of the defendants, and time 
seems to have strengthened rather 
than weakened this stand. A decision 
approving the decree is looked for 
in court circles within a fortnight at 
the latest. 

At the outset of the hearings after 
Hayes had explained the position of 
the Government, and the reasons 
which culminated in the decree, he 
had asked the court to approve not 
only the decree but the amended 
‘complaint and the dismissal of the 
action against some 130 individuals, 
| including officers and directors of the 
defendant companies. Despite violent 
| objections fram Frcehlich, the court 
signed the dismissal order and set a 
| hearing for Dec. 5 at which time ob- 
'jections of Columbia, United Artists 
and Universal will be heard. 
| Hayes’ speech covered every angle 
of the decree, showing how each had 
been evolved. The Government at- 
torney in concluding his statement 
declared: ‘Both the defendants 
the Government believe this decree 
to be infinitely preferred to the pres- 
ent status of the industry. It is the 
hope and expectation of all involved 
in its creation that it will bring peace 
We 
know we have not arrived at a 
Utopia. We cannot read the future 
and it may be that it will not work 


|and the necessity for the Government 


to press the suit may occur. How- 
ever, we are convinced that it will 
do the greatest amount of good for 
the majority of persons involved and 
it deserves a fair trial of a year to 
see if it can successfully be operative. 

‘If it should not work, none wil! be 
so seriously injured by its terms as 
to be put out of business or be un- 
able to recover should it be necessary 
to shelve it.’ 

Robert E. Sher, of the Department 
of Justice. together with attorneys 
for the film companies and Judge 
Goddard, were closeted yesterday 
afternoon (Tues.) as the judge 
started his perusal of the decree 
The court is understood to have sug- 
gested several miner changes in the 
arbitration rules, some of which may 
be incorporated in the decree. Any 
changes that are made apparently 
will be so minor as to warrant little 
attention from interested parties 





Harris Wins 
Continued from page 2 


claim was based on his contention 
that he secured the release of Ma- 
ture from the Roach studio, but ad- 


mitted there was no contract with 
the actor. 
Clurman wrote a complaint to 


Equity, seeking support of his claim 
to Mature’s services. He was in- 
formed that as the actor had not yet 
joined Equity the latter had no say 
in the matter. He was advised that 
Mature belong to the Screen Actors 
Guild, but that association has no 
jurisdiction over the stage. Ex- 
plained that Mature had to have a 
;contract before he was eligible to 
\join Equity. 

Hart-Weill’s ‘Lady,’ will star Ger- 
rude Lawrence. It was mere’v a 
case where the actor took the pest 
offer, 





SHALES, JR., SUICIDES 
Des Moines, Nov. 19. 

John R. Shales, Jr., 18-year-old son 
of J. R. Shales, exhibitor of Tripoli, 
Ia., and state representative from 
Bremer county, killed himself with 
a 32-calibre revolver in the men’s 
lounge of the Paramount theatre, 
Waterloo, Ia., the night of Nov. 12. 
No motive has been established for 
the act. 

He was a student at Gates Business 
college in Waterloo and had attended 
the U‘yiversity of Iowa last He 
;|was aA Only child. 


ye7r, 


and | 
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Stanton Griffis, Neil Agnew, Rus- 


sell Holman and Adolph Zukor. 
Freeman and William LeBaron spoke 
for the studio, and the theatre reps 
were John Balaban, chairman of 
the group; Bob O'Donnell, Dallas; 
Earl Hudson, Detroit; M. A. Light- 
man, Memphis; Sam Pinanski and 
Marty Mullins, Boston; Ralph Bran- 
ton, Des Moines, and John Fitzgib- 
bons, Canada. 
Theatre Attitude 


The consent decree, the changes | 


Par Theatres-Studio 


Continued from page 5 





| have to be sold in blocks-of-five, wi) 
‘no doubt ively set far 
;no doubt oe tentatively set farther 
jin advance than in prior years s9 
| 

|that a backlog of product may be 
| built up for packaging in fives when 
delivery time comes Completed 
| 40-41 pictures now take Pa; up on 
release until well after the first of 
th year, but dates that far to the 
front are very ientative. With 
| product that is now rolling, release 
will be brought wel’ into the spring, 


While Balaban, Griffis and Agnew 


that it will bring in the selling of | rushed back east, others will remain 


pictures, and the problems that w 
be involved in buying, is one of the 
chief topics of discussion at the Hol- 
lywood conferences between studio 
heads and the flank of theatre op- 
'erating executives in Paramount who 
took part in the huddles, The im- 
portant partners on hand are said to 
believe that their efforts to upset the 
decree is a cause that, though hardly 
fought, must go down to defeat. 


John Balaban, operator of the Bal- 


brother of Barney, president of Para- 
mount, acted as spokesman for the 
exhibition forces within Par. Desig- 
nated as chairman of the theatre 
partners who are presently concerned 
in Coast conferences bearing on pro- 
duction, Balaban pointed out this is 
ithe first time that exhibitors have 
‘had a voice in actual production 
'plans and added in an address he 
/made at the studio that ‘such co- 
‘operation should go far to overcome 
| the obstacles put in the path of the 
|film industry by the Government 
/consent decree, the deteriorating 
| foreign situation with its loss in rev- 
enue and legal problems.’ 

Among other things, Balaban said: 





| ‘We came to Hollywood to place be- | 


i] | behind longer. 


aban & Katz chain in Chicago and | 


Adolph Zukor does 
not plan returning to the home 
| Office until sometime before Christ. 
mas. Also, he went out ahead of the 
h.o. group and the theatre execy- 
tives-operators, 


Russell Hoiman, eastern produc. 
tion department head, gets in tomor- 
row (Thurs.), while Leon Netter and 
Robert Weitman are due Friday (22), 
Leonard Goldenson nd Sam Dem- 
| bow, Jr., h.o, theatre executives, are 
'stopping off in Dallas on the way 





|east, but will probably get in Mon- 
| day (25). 





London Legit 


| _s Continued from page 3 











dugouts to visit us and we talked 
theatre for hours on end, arguing, 
suggesting, planning. The outcome 
of it was, we put on a play. Yes, we 
had a play running for a fortnight 
‘in London. There were only two 
| theatres besides ours opened at the 
| time, Lunch Ballet and Robert At- 
| kins proclaiming Shakespeare in the 





, Strand. 


‘Our production started thus: Peter 


‘fore our studio the problems which | Was asked to produce at the Threshold 
|'we in the theatre face, hoping that | Theatre, Nottinghill Gate ‘in Hyde 


we might bring about closer coopera- | Park.—Ed.), rival to Ashley Dukes’ 
tion between those making the films| Mereury Theatre. 


When no _ jobs 


and those screening them. While we | Were forthcoming, obviously Peter 
have worked together very closely | went along there and persuaded the 


in the past, it was felt that the need 


for cooperation was greater this year | tinees only. 


than ever before. 
‘We selected from our theatre de- 


partment men on the firing line of | 
Together we brought to | 


exhibition. 
j}the studio our problems along with 
certain ideas which we knew would 
clarify many situations. After all, 
isn’t it reasonable to assume that the 
factory making a product should 
gain from a knowledge of facts per- 
taining to its dealers? By the same 
token, we in the field certainly can 
learn from the man who day in day 
out struggles to give us good pic- 
tures for our theatres.’ 


Par Execs Back 

Balaban, Stanton Griffis 
Agnew returned to New 
York Monday (18) and immediate 
huddles in the east were slated 
among executives to discuss the con- 
ferences held on the Coast concern- 
ing 1941-42 production, filming plans 
for the next year and buying-selling 
as a result of the consent decree. A 
special department is reported con- 
sidered on the latter at the home 
office, but what form it will take is 
problematical in view of the prema- 
ture nature of the plans. 

Prior to eastern huddles and more 
definite conclusions growing out of 
the Coast studio confabs, Balaban 
Monday (18) declined to issue any 
statement on the matter, due in part 
to the fact that the conferences held 
on the Coast with Y. Frank Freeman 
and other studio heads were largely 
in the manner of laying ground- 
work for the coming season by gen- 
erally discussing the whole situation 
as regards pictures, the market, 
consent decree, etc. 

The leading theatre operators at- 
tending the sessions are reported to 
have had their full say, citing con- 
ditions in their respective territories 
and, through home office theatre ex- 
ecutives, the enti:e country as well. 
Question of buying which affects 
Par’s own theatres as vitally as oth- 
ers, was also mulled, together with 
selling from the distribution point of 
| view. 


Barney 
and Neil 


Week Ahead of Sked 


| These matters were more impor- 
tantly on the agenda, it is under- 
stood, than pictures for 1941-42 
themselves since there is still plenty 
of time to start laying out the com- 
ing season’s program in a prelim- 
inary way. Setup of each year's 
product, together with budget, ordi- 
narily dogs not occur until January 
or February, since the releasing year 
| does not start until Aug. 15 or Sept. 
1. However, Par is further ahead on 
this season’s schedule than ever be- 
fore in history and new films for 
{the 1941-42 semester, when they will 


like hell, 


| 


|} against assets and 


1 


Threshold people to open for ma- 
They agreed to do so 
and gave him free hand. 

‘We found a French play that 
suited us, translated it in two days 
and produced it in a week opening 
Oct. 10. It was ‘Fishing for Shadows,’ 
by Jean Sarment. The company con- 
sisted of ourselves, two ex-West- 
minster drama students, one of the 
St. Denis Studio people and a boy 
from the Old Vic, all under 20, with 
one exception. By the time we had 
the complete east there was only a 
week left and all the publicity and 
billing had gone out, so we had a 
hard j6b in front of us. We worked 
rehearsing in the theatre 
every day till blackout time and then 
going back to our home or one of 
the others’ homes to study and learn 
lines. At the same time we had to 
build the set ourselves. I do not 
think I ever crammed so much into 
one week. It was grand to be act- 
ing and I must say the concentration 
took my mind almost completely off 
the war. 


‘The play is modern, one set, six 
characters. Sarment wrote it when 
he was only 20, just after the last 
war. We chose it mainly because ft 
suited the actors and material we 
had at our disposal. Also, it is light 
and has no bearing on the present 
situation. It is a charming tragl- 
comédy. We had a moderate re- 
ception. The press honored us 
with their - presence, some were 
bored, most people said we were 
courageous, some were very enthus- 
iastic. We played sometimes to SI, 
sometimes to 20. At any rate, it was 
an experience and an achievement 
and we were noticed. 





20th Expects 


Continued from page 5 


be included in the financial state- 


ment for the year. 
Report of 20th-Fox for the first 


39 weeks showed a net loss of $1,- 
075,611 after the $2,200,000 foreign 
writeoff. It was explained at the 
time this statement was issued that 
this deduction for foreign reserve 
revenues was 
made because the money had not 
been converted into American dok 
lars. Also that this coin would be 
included in the profits of the p@e- 
riod in which realized at such fu- 
ture time as when converteu inte 
U. S. dollars. 


Company received around $600,600 
from National Theatres in 1939 from 
its share of the dividend declared 
in the final quarter. Prospects are 
that this much or more would be 


‘realized this year. 
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D’Artagnan Spirit Behind Org Of 
New Amusement Crafts Combine 


vv 








An effort to solidify support 
among unions in and out of show 


business, guaranteeing action under 
sympathetic interest of unions for 
any that is in trouble or is forced to 
strike, is behind the organization of 
Combined Theatrical Amusement 
Crafts, formed by various organiza- 
tions affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. The unioniza- 
tions of workers now not affiliated 
with unions is also one of the pur- 


Gun Shy 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Sagebrush film producers were 
relieved when the City Council 
nixed a proposed ordinance re- 
quiring police permits for all 
six-gun toters in pictures. 

Bill called for registry of fire- 
arms and fingerprints before a 
buckaroo was allowed to draw 
his gat on the back lot. 








Becomes Mayor 








salt 


to get to the top in his first fling 
at politics and become mayor of one 
of the State’s leading cities at 31. 


It was in March this year that 
Kelly got sore because the question 
of re-licensing his club was being 
booted back and forth like a political 
football by the Liquor Control Com- 
mission and the Flint City Com- 
mission. If the boys wanted to play 
politics, Kelly decided that he would 
cut himself a piece of the game and 
started out to get himself elected 





Continued from page 1 


one of the guys who was kicking his 
license around. 


The license was restored a month 





poses of the new organization. 


Vincent Jacobi, president of The- 
atrical Protective Union, No. 1 (New 
York stagehands) is president, while 
Martin Lacey of the powerful Team- 
sters union which has a contract 
with the studios, is vice president. 
Ludwig Elsasser of the Upholsters 
Union was named secretary and 
Louis Hollander of the Theatrical 
Costume Workers Union, is treas- 
urer. Trustees include Joseph 
Kelly of the Floor Covers Union; 
Abe Dribben of the Ornamental Iron 
Workers Union and Thomas McCall | 
of the Bartenders union. 


Some 20 unions have been asked 








N.K. DIPSON BUYS OUT 
BASIL IN SIX HOUSES 


Buffalo, Nov. 19. 


Nikatas K. Dipson, of Batavia, 
N. Y., has purchased the interest of 
Basil Bros. in the 20th Century and 
Bailey theatres, here; the Riviera 
and Star, Tonawanda, and the| 
Franklin and Ridge, Lackawanna 
(Buffalo suburbs). Announcement 
of the deal was made by Nicholas J. 





ago, but 
Kelly’s political steamroller. His 
pile of friends voted him into the 
Commission and, when the new 
group c@pvened a few days ago, he 
was unanimously chosen as mayor. 
His night club also is doing business 
at the same old stand. 

A native of the town, Kelly turned 
from pursuit of a medical career 
several years ago to organize a band. 
He played a year in Milwaukee and 


|his band became known in at least 


10 of the midwest states through 
which he circled for several years. 
He got his first taste of club opera- 


to the City Commission in place of | 


it was too late to stop) 





| 


Detroit Pressure on Pastor Hall 
Flivs; Mild To-Do In 5. F. Over Chaplin 





Fifth Termites 





Hollywood, Nov. 19. 
Termites wrecked a scene in 
‘Father and Son’ at Warners and 
cause slight injuries to John 
Litel and Frieda Inescort, who 
were walking across a_ foot 
bridge when it collapsed. 
Investigation disclosed that a 
gang of insectivorous fifth-col- 


umnists had been boring from 
within. 











(2 YEARS FOR THEATRE 
| MGR. ON EMBEZZLEMENT 


Morton, Texas, Nov. 19. 
{| E. R. Millican, former theatre 
pee, has been sentenced by the 


| district court here to two years im- 
| prisonment on each of two indict- 
ments charging embezzlement. 





+> 


Detroit, Nov. 19. 
Pressure groups here failed to 


| bring an end to the run of ‘Pastor 


Hall’ and the local decision in the 
matter indicated a lightening of 
censorship which earlier this year 
drew an unfavofable spotlight on the 
town for the banning of ‘Strange 
Cargo’ and ‘Primrose Path.’ ‘Pastor 
Hall’ had been brought in to open 
the new Town, formerly the swank 





Orchestra Hall, home of the Detroit 


|Symphony Orchestra, and which has 


been dark for two years since the 
longhairs moved their concerts into 


_the Masonic Temple. 


| 


The groups made the protest to 


|police that the picture, on incidents 





in the life of the Rev. Martin Nie- 
moeller, was ‘hate-inspired propa- 
ganda’ and that it was ‘war- 


| mongering.’ 


Police officials, who had ruled out 


|the other pictures earlier this year, 


According to reports, Millican was | 


conferred with Mayor Edward 
Jeffries and then announced that 











to come in, including the musicians 
and operators. 

In the past various unions engaged 
in theatricals have had a ‘gentle- 
men’s understanding’ to help each 
other when one gets in a jam. This 
has existed among stagehands, op- 
erators, musicians and certain others 
who have generally walked out in 
sympathy with brother unions when 
a strike was called. 


BUTTERFIELD TAKES 





| 
OVER MATT’S QUARTET 





Detroit, Nov. 19. 

Adding to its constantly growing 
chain, numbering now well above 
100 houses, the Butterfield Circuit 
has swung one of the largest thea- 
tre acquisition deals in many years 
in Michigan. 
cuit fook over the four houses be- 
longing to Lester Matt, independent 
circuit owner, in Flint. The thea- 
tres involved in the big deal are the 
Strand, State, Roxy and Della. 

With the adding of these four the 
Butterfield Circuit now is operating 
nearly half the houses in Flint—eight 
out of a total of 20. 


M. G. Cohn’s Dialect Four 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Martin G. Cohn gets the associate 
producership on the first of four 
Henry Armetta comedies, ‘You 
Betcha My Life,’ for distribution by 
Producers Releasing Corp. 

Filming starts Dec. 2 at the I. E. 
Charwick studio. 
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for ti dimmer board, complete, 
$12 Png trade, that originally cost 
onal for sale at a real bargain 
are rmerty used at the New York 
‘atid’s Fair” WRECKERS & EX- 
CAVATORS, INC., 100 Fifth Avenue. 


New York City, ALgonquin 4-8841-2-3. 











tion as manager of the Flint Ath- 





convicted on a charge of embezzling | 
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a, 
In one swoop the cir-| 





. : > ic “NORTHWEST | In Person 
| with Hollywood to increase the number of film outfits making use of his MOUNTED | GLEN GRAY 
state’s scenery. Newly appointed Motion Picture Advisory Board, headed POLIUE” 


by Nick Hall of Tucson, is empowered to negotiate location sites and other vith GARY 

eee ‘i : ena ay > ieee . > com- COOPE 
| facilities and to make things pleasant generally for visiting picture com MADELEINE SKELTON 
panies. CARROLL 


| ‘The Sea Wolf’ at Warners. 


| a studio set. 


Basil president of Basil Bros. and, in 
confirming it, Dipson stated that An- 
drew Gibson, of Wheeling, W. Va., 
will be brought to Buffalo to man- 
age the Dipson theatres. 

Otherwise, the personnel will re- 
main unchanged. 


























letic Club before opening his own | $60 when he managed the Wallace 
spot. He figures he can swing both | theatre here for Wallace Blanken- 
his present jobs nicely, since the City | ship. 
Hall and his nitery are just a block 
and a half apart, a short walk. ’ ° Ov ° 
Bary’s Suit Over U Pic 
. P Howard Y. Bary filed an amended 
ns t wre ictures complaint Wednesday (13) in N. Y. 
federal court against Universal Pic- 
tures Co., Inc.. Lester Cowan, Wil- 
liam C. Fields, Al Wagner and Ann 

Male contract players outnumber the femmes in Holly wood, due largely | Dempster, doing business as the Al 
to the dominance of action pictures, which call for rugged individualists | wagner Theatrical Agency. Suit 
of the masculine persuasion, The only major studio where the gals lead | claims the plagiarism of the pla’. 
the boys is 20th-Fox, where the ratio is drawn out to a photo-finish, 29| tiffs story, ‘A Circus Episode,’ in 
to 28. On the other big lots the percentage is all in favor of the males. |«yjy Can't Cheat An Honest Man,’ 
At Metro it is 43 to 34, at Warners 35 to 23, at Paramount 39 to 29, atiand seeks $307,000 damages, an ac- 
Universal 22 to 18. Columbia and RKO depend largely on individual deals | counting of profits, and an injunc- 
for their top talent, so there is no basis for an average. tion. 

There may be an increase in the femme vote with the new surge of | Universal the same day filed an 
musicals, which usually require more girl than boy appeal. Anyway, the | answer to the action consisting of a 
males are leading to date. |general denial of all charges. 

| 

An inside trio of picture boys from the Coast to New York were in| . 
Washington last week and tried to talk Government officials into letting | Con Film’s Pfd. Divvy 
them make and release national defense and trainee pictures. Two of the ° J 





boys, important in the industry, offered to have themselves designated as ; 
$l-a-year men for patriotic purposes and publicity. However, the cat fell | Congstidated Film Industries de- 
out of the bag’on their scheme when they were asked how they would |clared a dividend of 25c on the pre- 


operate. They replied they would form their own corporation and nat-| ferred stock last week. Divvy is 
urally keep whatever profits accrued from the product. That finfshed the | able Dec. 
deal. | Dec. 5. 





| 


| $174.65 at one time and on another, | 








they were powerless to take any 
action. 


‘The State Supreme Court has 
ruled,’ Police Commissioner Frank D, 
Eaman said, ‘that we can’t do any 
censoring unless films are indecent or 
immoral.’ 

The Mayor added to that the state- 
ment that censoring of the picture 
might be construed as an abridge- 
ment of free speech. 

However, picture houses here will 
have to steer around the word ‘un- 
censored’ if they want to stay out 
of difficulties with the police. The 
ruling came up in connection with 
‘Pastor Hall,’ after it ran a couple 
days, when Police Censor Charles 
W. Snyder pounced on the manage- 
ment for referring to the police ban 
in Chicago and then adding in ad- 
vertisements, ‘It’s here now—uncut— 
uncensored—intact.’ 

He made them strip out the word 
‘uncensored’ on the ground that the 
picture had been reviewed by him 
before getting the o.k. for showing. 


Chaplin Incident 
San Francisco, Nov. 19. 


Charlie Schlaifer suspects a ‘Nazi 
plot’ in a brush with the law over 


pay-| banners strung across Market St. in 
27 to stock on record | connection with ‘The Great Dictator,’ 
|current at United Artists. 
| Company previously paid 75c on|are illegal but houses use them oc- 


Banners 


; " , i these shares this year, making usual /casionally, usually without molesta- 
Irving Berlin and Darryl Zanuck are reported under somewhat strained | ial | cas y, us y sta 
oshelioun due to 20th-Fox’s forthcoming ‘Tin Pan Alley’. The songsmith had |$1 payment for 1940 with this dis-|tion. This time, however, cops were 


planned ‘Say It With Music’ as a followup to his ‘Alexander's Ragtime | tribution. 
Band,’ which Zanuck produced, but Berlin felt that the 20th-Fox tin pan a 
alley cavalcade film, soon due, kayoed his own idea. It’s for that reason | Stock. 


Berlin has bowed out of his 20th commitment. | 
Exhibitor notice is being taken of what is regarded in the theatre oper- | 
ating field as one of the most out-and-out ad plugs in a picture in a long | 
time, and declared likely Metro will hear about it. The ad is wrapped up 
in a novelty song done by Judy Garland in ‘Strike Up the Band,’ which 
includes lyrics that ‘Welch's grape juice has Irene Rich.’ It is in line with 
such lyrics as ‘Cleopatra Had Antony,’ ‘Metro-Goldwyn has L. B. Mayer, 





SPITZ WINTERING WEST 
Hollywood, Nov. 19. 


the rest of the winter here. 


Leo Spitz returns east next week | loudly 
to arrange his affairs so he can spend! moned. Cop walked down aisle and 


Consolidated owes about|out promptly with ‘take it down’ 
$9 in past due dividends on this/ orders. 


Praiser is sub- 
versive squawkers. 

Picture itself was generally well 
received although slight disturbance 
caused opening night by woman, ap- 
parently pro-Hitler, who talked 


until an officer was sum- 


blaming 


|back and effect was sufficient. 
' 

















etc. 
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20th-Fox is hunting a new title for ‘Road to Rio,’ following unsuccessful 
efforts to buy the monicker from Paramount. Latter studio registered it | 
originally for the current Bing Crosby-Bob Hope starrer, which it changed 
to ‘Road to Zanzibar,’ but retained its rights to ‘Rio’ on the registry. Par 
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offered to relinquish the title if 20th-Fox would agree to give ‘Zanzibar | 
a six-month start in release, but it was no go. 


TIMES 
SQUARE 


Governor Bob Jones of Arizona has established a diplomatic liaison 













| Casa Loma Orc. 






Midnite Screen Shows 
a | 


New gyroscopic camera is being used for the first time in the filming of 
Speedy apparatus controls the camera Over a 
range of 340 degrees, only 20 degrees less than a complete circle. It can 
also increase or lessen the tossing of a ship at sea or simulate motion on 


"7 SINNERS" 














—_——— with MARLENE DIETRICH 
Although the Federal ban has been lifted against interstate transporta- and JOHN WAYNE 
i j j j j j Nols >xas law to ex- 
tion of prize-fight pictures, it is still a violation of the Texas law UNITED Pw ore 
hibit them although they are shown without any trouble from law enforce- ARTISTS RIVOLI | at ath St 
ment groups. Ruling was handed down from the state’s attorney general's a. 
office. nat a 


| 
| 
| 


' vious ‘Four Daughters’ and ‘Four Wives,’ although probably not entirely 









Last member of the family may finally get a break from films. Warner 
Bros. is mulling ‘Four Fathers’. It would be in the vein taken by its pre- 


| ae 
fey cy Starts Thur., Nov. 2! 
Claudette Colbert 


Last Times Wed. Ray Miliand 








“KIT CARSON” | ..,nie BY teve” 
with the same cast. Twentieth-Fox took care of the other members of with : 3 
f ° | Jon Ha a 
ami ° , ’ ir Sons’, In Person 
the family. It produced ‘Four we “gacke eee 
i n ] lusively edu BIG STAGE | Frances Faye 
Arthur DeBra, who previously concentrated almost exclusively on l sHow. = ,_—s raul: Gerrits 





cational activity and school-club work for the Hays office, is the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors man on national defense. He has been 
placed in active charge of film biz details connected with the U. S. defense | 
program for the industry. 


Defense Booms Bldg. 
Lynchburg, Va., Nov. 19. 
Newport News, Va., booming be- 
Chapter on the technical developments in motion pictures in the past cause of defense shipbuilding opera- 





tions, will have a new 800-seat sec- 
ond run 
| Washington avenue. 


year is being written by Major Nathan Levinson, head of Warner Bros 
sound department. for the Encyclopedia Britannica. Contribution was re- 
quested of Levinson who did a similar chapter for the tome last year. 


| 


rk Theatres 
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Preview Starts Thurs. Noon 
BETTE DAVIS 
in “THE LETTER’ 


A Warner Bros. Picture 
IN PERSON 
OZZIE NELSON 
and his orchestra, with 
HARRIET HILLIARD 




















STRAND B’way & 47 St. 
RKO PALACE “:::’:: 





Wednesday, Nov. 20 


‘KNUTE ROCKNE 


—ALL AMERICAN’ 
PAT 0’BRIEN—GALE PAGE 


—AND— 
ROSEMARY LANE 


“ALWAYS A BRIDE” 





MUSIC HALL 
BITTER 


SWEET" 
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house at 34th street and | 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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Fifth Column Theme No Go on CBS | 


In Form of Em 


Campbell Soup had to put off the 
opening of ‘Playhouse’ series 
from Nov. 22 to Nov. 29 because CBS 


its 


tabooed the script submitted for the | 


initial show. The latter was to be 
a dramatized version of Wilbur Dan- 
jel Steele's story, ‘Life Is So Little,’ 
and what the network objected to 
was the Fifth Column.theme of the 
piece. Walter Huston and 
Cook were to appear in this one, but 
their dates have now been set back 
two weeks. 

Action against ‘Life Is So Little’ is 
in line with the policy which CBS 
has had in effect since the outbreak 
of the World War. Network has 
taken the position that while it pro- 
poses to cover the news of the con- 
flict and any issues accruing from it 
here and abroad, it cannot permit 
this conflict or the attendant issues 
to be stepped up emotionally by the 
process of dramatic presentation. 

Campbell's original schedule called 


Donald | 





otional Fictionizing 


New Chicago Ad Agency 








Chicago, Nov. 18. 

New advertising agency opening 
‘offices here has G. W. (Wally) 
Bauerlein as president and one of 
partners. 

He retains head of Bauerlein, Inc., 
New Orleans. With him in new ven- 
ture is John M. Shaheen, and Donald | 
B. Skinner, former advertising man- 
ager for General Motors in Japan. 


Oath of Undying Curiosity’ 
Admits Public to Frisco’s | 
NBC Sidewalk Gappers 








| RAYMO 


| Who, with his orchestra, 





ND PAIGE 


just 








6 


has 


by Victor. Paige’s insistencegon an 
exceptionally large number of in- 
strumentalists has made him one of 
the longest “recording hold-outs” in 
{the music field, 

| The first Victor album 1s titled 


nia San Francisco, Nov. 19. _| “Musical Americana”, and the or- 
’ S ground-breaking Ceremonies | .hestra is reported to be the largest 








for the appearance Noy. 29 of Mir- 
jam Hopkins and Humphrey Bogart 
in a Vina Delmar yarn. 


KNX SNIPES AT 
NBC SUNDAY 
TOPPERS 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Showcasing ‘the hard way’ is be- 
ing undertaken by Columbia's KNX 
to exhibit five of its new shows and 
at the same time try to cut in on 
NBC’s string of Sunday top raters. 

e Charles Vanda, chain’s western divi- 
sion program director, believes that | 
any kind of a showing against Jack 
Benny, Edgar Bergen or ‘One Man’s 
Family’ would be an encouraging 
sign and provide plenty of sales am- 
munition. 

Pitted against NBC’s sabbath aces 
will be such shows as ‘I Disagree,’ an 
open forum conducted by Lewis 
Browne; ‘Hollywood Smarty Party,’ 
a kid quizzer, and ‘Calling All Cars,’ | 
dramatized tales from the _ police 
blotter. Other pair are Tom Brene- | 
man’s one-man show and ‘Showcase,’ 
airing the talents of performers on 
the roster of Columbia Management. | 

NBC has long ruled the roost along 
the coast on Sunday evenings and 








| 


! 
' 
| 
| 
| 


here Thursday (14) were aired not| popular group to be recorded. 
only by KGO-KPO but by KYA,| 
Hearst; KSFO, CBS outlet; KWG, | 
Stockton; KFBK, Sacramento and 
KOH, Reno. Mobs overflowed across 
entire ‘treet, completely blocking 
traffic and keeping cops. busy. 
Nearby hotels draped bunting and 
all available wall space was plas- 
tered with huge KGO-KPO call- 
signs. 

Dedicatory program ran more 
than an hour and kept the crowd of 
several thousand standing until the 
one o'clock lunch whistle called of- 
fice workers back to their jobs. 
Crowd began assembling in early 
morning and many hung around long! NBC has released some more in- 
after the program was over./ formation about incoming affiliates 
Speeches were kept to a maximum | that have recently been recruited for 
of one minute each with plenty of| the expansion of its southern leg. 
music between, talent being parked | Latest of the newcomers is WAML, 
atop tire repair shop which will be| Laurel, and WFOR, Hattiesburg, 
torn down to make way for the mil-| Miss. They have become part of 
lion-dollar NBC headquarters. 'the Red Network’s southcentral 

Ground-breaking was authentic,| group and are available as bonus 
mob of 250 NBC employees descend-| outlets to advertisers buying WJDX, 
ing upon the asphalt-covered park- | Jackson, Miss. 
ing lot with picks and shovels and Week before last two new NBC 
ripping it up with a will. Office) affiliates in the soufhern air were 
crew burned up a week’s energy/ announced. It is reported that the 








ADDED TO NBC 
IN SOUTH 








| 





| whacking out chunks of paving. Gag} southern additions under way total 


was newsreeled. 

For finale, entire mass of specta- | 
tors was sworn in as members of the 
Sidewalk Superintendent’s — club. | 


George Mardikian of Omar «nay. | VIVIAN DELLA CHIESA 
yam eatery, official NBC chef, was ON BAYER’S ‘ALBUM’ 


named prexy and read the oath of 
undying curiosity, which was re- 

Vivian Della Chiesa, lyric soprano, 
has been signed to option-studded 


14, 








peated aloud by the crowd. NBC 
gals in red and white striped over- 
alls then circulated, handing out 





Vanda’s production staff will, at least,| charter membership cards. 104-week contract to appear on 
make a good old college try at dip-| |Bayers ‘American Album of Fa- 
ping into the gravy bowl. ;miliar Music’ starting Sunday (24), 


} 





John Charles Thomas Ist \. 


For Coca Cola Program; 
George Faulkner Scripts 





First four guests on the new Coca- 
Cola musical series starting Dec. 1 
over CBS will be John Charles 
Thomas. Subsequent guests will be 
Lily Pons, Rose Bampton, Thomas 
repeat and Helen Jepson. Show will 
be tabbed ‘Company”’s Coming,’ with 
the sub-billing ‘To Your House from 
Coca-Cola. Fixtures on the pro- 
gram will be 
and soloist, and 
George Zachary 
scripting will 
ner. 

Zachary, also currently 
*Short, Short Story’ for Campbell’s 
soup, likewise a_ probability 
handle ‘Ellery Queen’ when and if it 
returns to the air with a new spon- 


4 
\ 


will direct and the 
be by George Faulk- 


directing 


1S 


gor. He worked on the show with 
the authors and directed it as a 
CBS sustainer before it was spon- 


sored by Gulf. 


SALESMEN ARE LITERATE 


After 








Swamp Jean Holloway 





Story in N. Y¥. Post ment. With the Old Gold campaign others’ shows Nov. 28-29. Each 
|included Lorillard is spending well | femme spieler will do the two-date 
Jean Holloway, 21-year-old script- over $500,000 on spot time this sea- | on the other stanza. 
er who does ‘My Son and I’ -<rial son. Idea is for the gals to give local | 
and the dramtic spot on th» Fri- Lineup for the Sensation cam- agency executives a chance to. see 
day night Kate Smith progra i, was paign takes in over 30 stations. This them in action. As one gent ans | 
the subject of a feature story 1. the consists of WXYX, Detroit, ana the | nected with th® housewife spielers 
New York Post last week. Yarn Michigan Network, WOWO, Fort expressed it, ‘the boys will be over- 
told of how she makes $300 ¢ week, Wayne; WFBM, Indianapolis; WHAS, come by their charm.’ 


but is so busy she doesn’t get time 
to spend it. 

Next day Miss Holloway 
mobbed by so many salesmen and 
promoters she had to have her phone 
discontinued. Two days iaier she 
moved to a new apariment, leaving 
orders at the vacated spot not to 
reveal her forwarding address. 


t 
¥ 


to 


Her 


was 


Trudy Wood Singing 
San Antonio, Nov. 19. 

Trudy Wood, former NBC and 
BS singer, will resume her radio | coloratura soprano, 
activities in a series to be aired here | 
over KTSA each Monday, Thursday 
and Friday. She will be assisted at 
the two pianos, solovox and nova- 
chord, by Bea and Joe Morin, broth- 
er and sister keyboard artists. 

Miss Wood is the wife of William 
C. (Buster) Bryan, program director 
for the station. 


on a national 
red. 


hookup over NBC 
With soprano will be Frank 





reputedly will pay Mi-s Della Chiesa 
|$750 weekly. Contract calls for 10 
| weeks with options every 13 weeks 


|inserted. Radio soprano branched 
out into opera in Cincinnati and St. 
Louis, as well as Havana with Met 
stars this summer, 





No More Soldier Quizzes for Sensation 





Albert Spalding, m.c. | 
Andre Kostelanetz. | 


Abandons Military Camp Programs — Buys Trans- 


american Package Instead 
. 





Sensation cigarets (Lorillard) has 
dropped the idea of going in for 
soldier quizzes on a grand scale and 
instead has bought a transcription 


DOUBLE CHARM SLAM 


That’s the Idea as Bessie Beatty- 
June Baker Temporarily Swap 


show, using Liberty mag’s_ short Giatihiiied 

short stories. It will be two 15- Bessie Beatty, who does the daily 
minute programs a week on a night- | 45-minute ‘Martha Deane’ program 
time schedule, starting the week of over WOR, New York, and June 


|Nov. 25. Series is coming from 
Transamerican Broadcasting & Tele- 
vision Corp. on a package arrange- 


Baker (Catharine Roche), who does 


ne; No fooling. 
Louisville; KOA, Denver; WCHS, 


Charleston, and the West Virginia 
network, WTAR, Norfolk; WDBJ, 
Roanoke; WIJAX, Jacksonville; 
WJBO, Orlando; WDAE, Tampa; 





Paul Ray With Blair 


Chicago, Nov. 19. 
Paul Ray has been added to the 


WQAM, Miami; KMOX, St. Louis; Chicago office of the John Blair sta- 
KWOS, Jefferson City, Mo.: KBX, tion rep firm as account exec. 
Springfield, Mo.; WCCO, Minneap-| Ray was previously with the Katz | 


| Olis, and WBMG, Richmond. }agency in Chicago. 


Air Features set the deal, which | 


INFORMATION VS. GAB _ 


‘America’s Town Meeting of the Air’ returned last Thursday 





to the NBC blue network. The program which gave the U, S. A, 
| a practical and socially significant demonstration of how to con. 


duct a forum on controversial issues before an audience with 
all the microphones open has now begun its sixth season, The 
program has already won many plaudits for NBG, which spends 
$50,000 or so annually to subsidize the event, and for Town Hall 
in New York, which is a far vaster influence today as its leader, 


George V. Denny, is now a national celebrity. All because of 


| radio, 


Having pioneered in a special field of radio it begins to be 


| clear that, like many another pioneer, the Town Hall, and NBC 


the new and the different become the commonplace. 


'sun-drenched porch of the temple. 


been signed for a series of albums | 


MORE. STATIONS 





to the extent it participates in production, has survived to ste 
Worst of 
all, a tentative shadow of dullness is creeping across the once 


In other words, the Town Hall program seems to be suffer. 
ing from a drastic shortening of the former margin between its 
own program conception and the tempo of current events. It 
was once ahead of the parade. Now it may be on the point of 
lagging behind it. A challenge that can hardly be denied and 
certainly not ignored has taken shape, and the opening program 
of the sixth season emphasized it. 


If it is correct to say that Americans are developing a certain 
unmistakable impatience with ‘inconclusive’ gab, the lesson is 
clear, for that was pretty much what the Town Hall delivered 
to its radio audience on the subject ‘Is This Our War?’ On pa- 
per it sounded like a humdinger, but in unfoldment was full of 
evasions and shadow-boxing. 


For a long time now the Town Hall has opened its audience 
discussion session well ahead of the time it goes on the air. The 
suspicion grows that there may lie one production fault. The 
best questions seem to be used up in the prolog, which isn’t 
broadcast. Of course this warmup session may have been orig- 
inally worked out to spot any crackpots that might be present 
in the audience, or to break the ice before going on the air. 





People thirsting for ‘information’ do not find satisfying the 
platform tricks of less-than-candid speakers thinking primarily 
of their personal prestige. Nor does the wasting of precious 
moments to answer silly questions enrich radio or democracy, 


| This is not just a question of an Ickes and a Johnson going after 





Munn, tenor, and Jean Dickenson, 


| thereafter, with a war clause also | 


| Milwaukee Journal, positioned along- | 


a similar series over WGN, Chicago, | 
will swap guest appearances on each | 


| tions 
| than 300 lines of opposition copy ap- 


each other in picturesque invective, although this makes for a 
better show. But Town Hall, while it has to remain a good 
show, needs to be a lot more than that or it will lose its present 
leadership in the educational radio field. 


Perhaps what these radio forums need is a new method of 
presentation and especially a summation or clarification of what 
has been said by somhebody who is free of the need to be strictly 
impartial. An Elmer Davis, an H. V. Kaltenborn, or any glib 
speaker, who can function fairly, swiftly and concisely. 


Wit, WEMP sntiking OLD GOLD 10. 
vTM) Edge J, W. THOMPSON 


To Offset WIMJ Edge 
Old Gold division of the Lorillard 


Milwaukee, Nov. 19. 
account has been switched from Len 


In an evident attempt to wean 
away some of WTMJ’S listeners, both 

|nen & Mitchell to the J. Walter 
Thompson agency. The move be- 


WISN and WEMP sponsors have 
been buying increasing amounts of 
display advertising space in The 
came effective Monday (18) and rep- 
side the newspapers’ radio columns, |resents the biggest shift in — 
. rertici . “ic y 1e 
which naturally plug its own sta- | advertising appropriations since the 
and NBC _ programs More | Camel account was transferred from 
|Erwin-Wasey to William Esty six 
le recent midweek | ¥€ats ago. L & M has handled Old 


peared in a sing ‘. * 
j ‘ %. 6a: | ) rears } 1e Cc 
-edition, placed for Coca-Cola's ‘Sing- | Gold for over 12 years and the : K 

rated as one of radio’s bigtime pro- 


in’ Sam,’ Sunkist’s ‘Hedda Hopper’s | : 
Hollywood,’ Sanka Coffee’s ‘We, The | S'hu DOuo. network radio early 
People,’ and Gimbel Bros.’ ‘Gimbie | hi d Gold oe oat ait td 
and Ellie” a department store 15- | '?!s Summer and recently Jat : one 
minute daily Christmas show. | spot eee. vee. oe — 2 
Other WISN progr: ——y cription. Thompson has been solicit- 
vemalasiy thes sn Wreas’ piugeec| ing the account for years, and the 
-gularls 1rough I s news- c. . alanc fin a 
he ; prize will tend to balance off i 
¥: sy . ? eo | ° °c 
Sores Per by as ; gone y | substantial measure Thompson's loss 
Meet Mr. Meek,’ Texaco’s Frec =| st ve se chunk of the 
len show, the Florida Citrus com- bevee ard cay Lay — “7 
“er fee, i : | Standard Brands business. 
mission's Mary Margaret McBride, | 


and Wonder Bread’s Haven Mac- 
rie ‘Marriage Club’ show. Ap- 

















'G. W. Johnstone Radio 
Chairman of Birthday 
Ball, Knox Director 


G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone will be 
a member of the executive commit- 
tee and chairman of the radio divi- 
sion of this year's Birthday Ball 
campaign. This will be in adcition 
to his duties as radio director of the 
|Democratic National Committee, 





Quarrie 
parently The Journal is glad to take 
the money. and not worrying about 
losing any appreciable portion of its 
radio audience, 








WBEN’s Fort Dix E. T.’s 


Buffalo, Nov. 19. 
WBEN has sent e.t. outfit to Fort 
Dix, N. J., to wax three platters 
weekly, which are shipped back to 
play mornings at 7:15 a. m. Station, 
which is owned by Buffalo Evening 





News, has placed News’ reporter | which post he continues to hold. 
covering the camp, Del Ray, in Active radio director of the Birth- 
|charge of the recording. Sent an | day Ball committee, under John- 


engineer there to give him two- 
week instruction course, anc has en- 
listed Master Sergt. Charles L. 
Henry to quiz local boys while the 


| stone, will be James H. Knox, who 
| was with the Florida exhibit at the 
|N. Y. World’s Fair and more recent- 
ly with WFTL, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
; turntable whirrs, Johnstone will commute betwee" 
After being on WBEN, discs are | his two jobs in Washington and New 
}sent to DEBR, also owned by News. ' York, 
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‘TIP’ SERVICES DANGEROUS 


—_” 





‘Tip’ That J. Walter Thompson Agency Resents 


4 





TOM FIZDALE 


FREELANCE PRES 





NEW YORK—485 MADISON AVENUE :-: CHICAGO—360 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE :-: HOLLYWOOD-—8532 SUNSET BOULEVARD 








ou 





FOR RELEASE AFTER 


THIS RELEASE IS EXCLUSIVE TO YOU IN YOUR CITY 


October 29, 1940 





Inside on the Bob Burns-Bing Crosby mess is fact that the. 
agency forgot to renew Bing's contract when option time came around 
However, he has promised to start cn Nov, 14, 


he will remain, If not, he will insist on a half hour show with more 


musio and less chatter and NO Bob Burns, 


If he likes the program 


AGENT IN JA 


J. Walter Thompson Agency 
Resents Tom Fizdale Stir- 
ring Up Bing Crosby-Bob 
Burns Feud for His (Fiz- 
dale’s) Benefit 





| 

| nt 

| LAWYERS MULL 
| mit 
| 

| 

| 


As the result of a strong complaint 
from one of the country’s leading 
advertising agencies, publishers and 
managing editors of daily newspa- 
pers are expected to direct their at- 
tention for the first time to the 

















—— |sources from which their radio col- 


WLe We RE P FO R| Frank Par ker, Mary Small PUBLIC STOP 5 Lunt-Foatanse Broadcast vesiation will Bring under pu 


will be the guests on the debut | 
e ‘Your Happy Birthday’ program | 


Tying in with band advertising in orchestra and Tiny Ruffner are the 
street cars and buses, WLW Promo- 


Inc., 


tions, 


Leadoffs for 20 Grand 
‘Birthday’ Show on NBC 


Frank Parker and Mary Small 








Friday night (22) for 20 Grand cig- 
arets. Show originates at the Ritz | 
fa a theatre, N. Y., and will be heard on 
Cincinnati, Nov. 19. | NBC blue (WJZ). Jimmy Dorsey's | 








clusive selling rights on such space| fq Wolf Associates produces for the | eliminated 


in cities within a 150-mile radius of Compton agency. 
Up to Monday (18) contracts 
had been 
companies in Kenton and Campbell 


Cincy. 


counties, 


and personal appearances of talent) poot, Tarkington novel, will be the 


on that 


station. Balance of space! next drama on the Wheatena eng 
will be available to national and) poise recorded series five days .| TALENT AGENTS MEET 
-— ee ain of WLW Pro | week locally over WEAF, New York, | 
vis : . | 
rae ee handles bookings of} current ‘Wuthering Heights,’ Dee. | 
acts 
and fairs. 


ers Guild 


Tegional 


president 


Eastern 
elected as 


Carlton, 


in Madera 





‘Alice Adams,’ adapted from the 


CHANGE OF 
PROGRAM 


Fresno, Cal., Nov. 19. 
KMJ, Fresno, has beer¥Y permitted 
, aes” | regulars on the series, Carlo DeAn- to drop the ‘Mary Marlin’ 
subsidiary of CrosleyS | pelo directs and the script is by! Gamble) serial because of the pro- 
§0,000-watter, is taking over the ex-| pnayid Victor and Herbert Little, Jr. tests received by the station when it 





weather reports to make room for 
. Non-broadcast ‘preview’ was held! the strip show. One of the protests 
closed with the carrier/jast Friday (15), with Jack Haley,|was in the form of a 
Jean Muir, Adrienne Ames and John | petition from the citizens of Reedley 
Kentucky, opposite this| Carter in addition to Parker and 
city; Lexington, Ky., Ft. Wayne,| Miss Small. Harry Salter batoned 
Ind., and Columbus and Dayton, O.,! in the absence of Dorsey. 
Shouse said. Approximately 800) 
cars and buses operate in these spots. ; m, “ . 
Four cards in each car and bus ‘Alice Adams’ Next Dise | local listeners supported the station 
will be turned over to the WLW pro- 
motions department to publicize new 
programs, time changes of programs 


who signatured the petition was the 
leditor of the local paper. 


Gist of the plaint was that the 


in other ways 


Series for Wheatena reason why they should be deprived 


of their. weather forecasts. 





and 16 other stations. Replacing the 


for theatres, auditoriums Jill Esmond, the new play starts Dec. 


{2 on most of the outlets and two 





| weeks later on the others. 


Jr., adapters Of ‘Wuthering,’ are 





for New Sponsor 


and John T. W. Martin and S. Mark | thereby administering a sedative to 


Smith (not 
AFRA) to serve until 1941. Follow-, bang opera was warmed over this 
ing council 


the Mark Smith of|some not-too-sure persons. Bang- 


alternates were also | season for another serving by Bern- 


elected: Stuart Ayers, Elaine Sterne! ard L. Schubert of the Phil Lord 

Carringto ¢ »s Har Phil Hig- yf fice. Sloan's Liniment signed up, 
ston, James Hart, Philo ig o! 

ley, Richard McDonagh, Addy Rich-| despite the potshots taken at the 


ton and Francis G, Wilson. show last year by some women’s; To Have Latin Tie-Ups— Forum for Sale — FM 
Webb, retiring national| clubs and whatnot. 

president of the Guild, declined to! Show’s ability to chalk up a good 
accept re-election on the ground | rating, although launched in the 
that. as an employee of B. B. D. &/ midst of the political campaign on a 
O. agency, his duties are sometimes | new network and a new time haS; Mutual last 
of an executive nature and he would | been widely noted in the advertising 
thus have a conflict of duties in| trade around New York. On two of 
the agency 
Started by the Guild. 


Kenneth 


| . 2 |'programs with 
Los Angeles, Nov. 19. | Frank Braucher’s Job countries. 
Joe Bigelow of the J. Walter} Frank Braucher, former /.p. 1M somebody be engaged 


negotiations recently | the recent broadcasts ‘Gangbusters’ 





—- | plans for the exchange of a series of 


Thompson agency is returning to the |charge of sales for WOR, Newark, the series. 


New York office to resume duties | has become the paid president of the 


there, 


| Periodical Publishers Association. | facilities of 


show assignment as writer in illness 'was an executive of the Crowell) waving. 


Yay pep . . ar . > A kL 
of Carroll Carroll, who is now back. | Publishing Co. } Board also agreed to make 


ON AFRA RE-WRITE 


The Artists Representatives Assn. 
of New York held a 


FORREST BARNES NEW David Victor and Herbert Little, | bership meeting last night (Tuesday) 
| to approve the revised agreement for 





WRIT ’ IL REXY scripting ‘Alice,’ while Carlo De- franchising — 10-percenters 
ERS GU D P | Angelo is also directing both plays. | mitted by the American Federation 
|Leading players in ‘Alice’ include | of Radio Artists. 
Forrest Barnes was elected na-| Joan Tetzel, Florence Malone, Ray | rr a ee pee Bora fae 
tional president of the Radio Writ-| Collins, Ted Reid and James Mee- | AFRA's aga AS ded th 
last week, with Paul|han. Piece wiil run four weeks. Ed ise aaa a aig ta — length 
Franklin replacing him as California | Wolf Associates is producing for the | ment to around five times the length 
president and Katharine| Compton agency. 
Seymour elected as eastern regional} 2 2 29 ~~ 
succeeding Knowles En- 
a Courtenay Savage remains 
Nicago region -esident. =i j 
ti pst gpa were | ‘Gangbusters’ Rates Okay in C.A.B. which, in 
follows: Erik Barnouw, | 
Ruth Adams Knight, Henry Fisk | ene 
Laurence Hammond and 
Welbourn Kelley to serve until 1942,/an imposing C.A.B. this season, 


I. Robert Broder, 


collabbed on 


that signed by the networks’ artists 
bureaus several weeks ago. 
Artists Managers 


DOUBTS CALMED |Coast has also been 


making changes 


agents considered 
unfair insofar as it put them at a 
‘Gangbusters’ has started off with disadv ntage in competition with the 
webs’ artists bureau. 


inequitable and 


movement of the American broad- 
casting industry for cultural contacts 
\had John L. Lewis and Franklin D. | with Latin-American when the net- 
Roosevelt, respectively, as opposi- | works board 


Joe Bigelow to N. Z. — |with its operating board, 


of directors, 


This rep will probably 
be spotted in Buenos Aires, with the 
WRUL, Boston, 
Was here temporarily on Kraft Before coming into radio Braucher Press-Wireless used for the 














While on C t With mon practice of freelance radio press 
0as I agents to supply ‘tip’ service to radio 
° columns with the ‘tips’ frequently 
Stage Show; Time Okay concerning matters and personalities 
not connected in any way with the 

| freelance press agents. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, | The motives of the freelance press 
currently touring in Robert E. Sher- | gee a. 
| wood's “There Shall Be No Night,’| sens are obvious. They wish to 
will probably do a guest dramatic | 82!" = 6, seston me Dee aes 

: . so that their publicity copy gains 
appearance on _ the forthcoming | alose attention tre di 1 
‘Campbell Playhouse’ series from the | ;. Senet GP HF soni aon 
| Coast. Program is slated to air at | — to load up their re- 
9:30 Friday nights, but with the leases with nothing but squibs about 
three-hour time difference, that their own clients they slip in juicy 
would give the acting pair time to hearsay items about non-clients. And 
de the adie stint ahes theaie aoe that’s where they get into trouble 
ning stage performance. and where the woe ens” 

Date might be any time between ing the unauthenticated ‘tips’ may 
Jen 34 an Sinseh $ when the, Pe sharing the risks, but not the 
troupe is playing various Coast benefits of the press agents-turned- 
stands. Director and announcer | J°Urnalists. 

, would probably be the only talent} Most of the protests due to this 
that would have to be sent from) Practice have more or less been 
New York for the broadcast, al-| confined to the inner circle of the 
though probably the writer would radio advertising trade. One of the 
| also make the trip in advance to con- | first serious complaints was nearly 
fer with the Lunts regarding the | four years ago when a ‘tip’ on Major 
script. ‘Night’ company is unusual-| Bowes originating in one of these 
ly well balanced, so no additional| volunteer mailing services was 
actors would be needed. printed in over 60 radio columns. 

Leggett Brown, the Lunts’ radio! Bowes traced the story and assem- 
l'agent who is dickering with the/| bled a file, but decided against any 
Ward Wheelock agency for the date, | action. Since then intermittent com- 
hopes to have Willis Cooper write; Plaints of like nature have popped 
an original drama for the pair. It; up. Where the items have been in- 
would be their first commercial stint | nocent—even though wrong or fool- 
land the expectation is that if it is | ish—it hasn’t mattered, but occasion- 
successful, they would be available | ally the ‘tip’ does not fall into this 
for repeats. | category of innocent fiction. 

After repeatedly refusing radio J. Walter Thompson agency states 
offers, Lunt and Miss Fontanne made | it is ‘considering’ taking legal action 
their air debut several months ago| against the publicity firm of Tom 
on a Red Cross benefit program.|Fizdale as result of a gossip item 
Since then Miss Fontanne, with! which the latter distributed among 
Lunt briefly, introducing her, did| radio editors throughout the country 
the Alice Duer Miller (‘White Cliffs| the last of October, This item, 
of Dover’) poem over NBC blue; which was published In many news- 
(WJZ) and repeated it two weeks | papers, stated that one of the causes 
later. for the difficulties in which the 

—- agency allegedly now finds itself 

Len Hollister, of the radio and| with Bing Crosby, was due to its 
vaude act, The Hollisters’ Is pro-| oversight to picking up the croon- 
ducing a show for the soldiers at/er’s last option when it became due. 
Fort Monmouth, N. J. Art Mayhew, Thompson attorneys regard this 
formerly announcer at WBRB, Red /| reflection on its business matters as 
Bank, will do the m.c.ing with Hol-| commercial libel and disclosed Mon- 
lister, though the cast will consist|day (18) that before starting any 
of the trainees. action they would further investi- 

- gate the motives for Fizdale’s re- 
lease. The Tt 


mpson agency has its 


Mutual Board in Varied Actions 2°08". 2 


ing to the Kraft Music Hall through 
its own. Staffs. Fizdale formerly 
handled the Rudy Vallee show, 
which like the Kraft Music Hall, is 
sponsored by National Dairy Prod- 


\from the McKee-Albright agency, 
oa ae {and in late June lost it to Irving 
Mansfield. 


Affiliates Get Free Ride—115 Take Symph ucts. Fizdale got his assignment 


| American Forum of the Air’ avail- | 

able for sponsorship, to grant af- | 

filiates permission to rebroadcast | The Voice Is Added 
Mutual programs on their FM} > 
facilities, and to work out a deal | _ San Francisco, Nov. 19. 
with the Associated Press for con- | Experiment in off-the-air synchro- 
tinues use of its service and sale to| nization tried here by John Wolfe 
national advertisers. It was voted | of Photo & Sound in connection with 
that a special program meeting take | NBC ground-breaking. Entire affair 
place around Jan. 12 so that net- | was lensed in silent color while cere- 
work officials and station program | monies were waxed in studio. Dub- 
men can exchange new program | bing process will unite sight and 
policies. | sound in lab. 

Fred Weber, general manager, re-| If it works out system will be used 
ported that 115 Mutual stations were | for lensing of all radio affairs, per- 
taking the Philadelphia symphony | mitting mobility of camera sans any 

,orchestra concerts. ‘loss of sound. 
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INDUSTRY CALLS FCC TELEGRAMS TO IRNA 
MEMBERS AN ‘ATTEMPTED INTIMIDATION’ 





Paul Porter Defends Commish’s Action as ‘Fact- 


Seeking’ in Situation of Confusion—Mutual Af- 
filiates Divided in Attitude? 





Washington, Nov. 19. | 


Possible re-opening of the Federal 
Communications Commission’s chain- | 
monopoly probe was hinted Friday | 
when the regulators, arousing fury 
of almost the entire broadcasting in- 
dustry, dramatically indicated deep 
resentment at the outspokenly sar-) 
castic brief filed by Paul M. Segal on 
behalf of the Independent Radio Net- 
work Affiliates. FCC displeasure 
was expressed in the unprecedented 
action of telegraphing all 227 mem- 
bers originally listed as composing 
IRNA, inquiring whether they had 
seen and approved of Segal’s sizzling 
document. | 

This move drew condemnation | 
from many quarters, being de-| 
nounced by lawyers for various) 
groups as evidence that the — 
are determined to impose their con- 
victions on the industry regardless 
of questions of jurisdiction, need for | 
suggested regulations, or the effect 
of arbitrary action on the public,’ 
networks and stations. 


No such action ever has been) 
taken, in the memory of persons who | 
have been prominent in radio affairs 
since Federal regulation was 
launched on a major scale in 1927. 
Fearful of arousing more hostility, 
none of the principal leaders of the! 
business was -willing to voice an| 
opinion publicly. In private, however, | 
this sensational step was assailed “d 
attempted intimidation of any indi- 
vidual who dares differ with even a'| 
minority of the Government outfit. | 


George Porter Is Under 
Fire From Newspapers. 


| 


| 
| 


t 





For several hours, great secrecy 
surrounded the moves which pre- 
ceded transmission of the wires. 
Buck-passing thwarted efforts to as- 
certain the motives and the identity 
of the individuals who directed the 
sudden inquiry. Eventually—after 
everyone approached had deflected | 





from virtually every individual and 
the bulk were that the station execs 
had not seen the brief, consequently 
could not state whether it reflected 
their positions. Some said they had 
inspected it and a few acknow- 
ledged they had given advance ap- 
proval. But a surprisingly large per- 
centage of the answers, according to 
Porter, said that the individuals no 
longer were IRNA members. In this 
category was John Shepard, III, who 
repudiated the brief with the com- 
ment he had been out of the organ- 
ization for some time. Immediate 
resignation from IRNA was sent by 
WFBR, Baltimore. Other stations 
were reported quitting—some pri- 
vately acknowledging they feared 
chastisement if they back up the 
Segal arguments. 

Meanwhile, members of the chain- 
monopoly group also were described 
as bitter toward the Columbia 
Broadcasting System attorneys. Pri- 
vately they indicated to intimates 
that the brief filed by John J. Burns 
et al. was equally reprehensible in 
their eyes, although most industry 
people considered it far more temp- 
ered than Segal’s screams. 


The IRNA counsel was naturally 


burned at the breath-taking move, | oy, ompson-Walker faction intends to 


while many other industry people 
felt the implications of the wire re- 
move any faint hope for an impartial 
weighing of the issues and thorough 
consideration of the arguments ad- 
vanced by opponents of the recom- 
mendations. Segal pointed out that 


all of the IRNA board examined and | May beomerang, 
endorsed the brief, some of them /| public alarm about the tendencies of 


having seen it in galley proof and 
all being given an opportunity to 


suggest whatever changes they felt| tors’ authority goes, 


desirable. 


Sarcastic Tone of Brief 


Noted By Attorneys | 


Attorneys generally were sym- 
pathetic toward Segal, although 
some indicated they question his 


discretion in firing such a sarcastic | and add fuel to the fire about bur- 
Even the | eaucracy and interference with pri- 


blast at the regulators. 








other legal document, they muttered.| (1) the board itself, (2) the four major committees (law, coord 


For instance, neither National, Mut- 


‘ual, nor Columbia sent their briefs to | 


'all stockholders, 


‘laden situation was uncertain, but 





| 
| 


| 


| 





all questioners to George B. Porter, | latter, however, were secretly tickled | 
special counsel for the investigating | that somebody had the courage to | 


committee—it was learned that Com-| 8¢t blunt and decide the time has | 


: ele ho h ? s ins f | 
missioners Paul A. Walker and Fred | CORRS 50 GROG the Works snstead ¢ 


or outlets to get 
a green light. 
The next move in the dynamite- 


there was a hint that the committee 
may follow up its wires by reopen- 
ing the proceeding to call IRNA 
officers and members — especially 
those which are MBS affiliates—in 
order to find out whether their views 
coincide with the Segal or the con- 
trary Caldwell brief. Possibly the 
committee will ask for additional 
evidence about the IRNA organiza- 
tion, inasmuch as some of the indi- 
viduals listed as members when the 
hearing occurred say now they have 
no connection with the group. It 
was thought unlikely there will be 
any general resumption of the quiz 
or further evidence on the basic 
issues may be received. Also it 
seemed remote that the IRNA mem- 
bers who are NBC or CBS outlets 
would be summoned, inasmuch as 
the Segal brief is echoed by those 
submitted by the wens. 

If the committee’s action was oc- 
casioned by the conflict between the 
IRNA and Mutual positions, industry 
leaders were bewildered by the 
quizzing of the. NBC and CBS sta- 
tions. There is no justification, in 
the mind of most lawyers, for asking 
anyone except the MBS outlets 
whether his position is accurately re- 
flected in the brief—unless_ the 


crack down on everyone who says 
he approves of what Segal has done. 

Almost unanimous anger in indus- 
try circles was somewhat tempered 
by the hope that such a sensational 
move may have repercussions. It 
arousing general 


the Commish and help crystalize the 
question of just how far the regula- 
whether the 
outfit administers the law fairly and 
conscientiously, and whether there 
is bias and prejudice that can be 
corrected only by changing the per- 
sonnel. To some _ watchers, it 
seemed that Thompson, Walker and 
Porter may have taken a step that 
will become a political cause celebre 


vate enterprise. 


SPONSOR INTERVIEWS 





} 
I. Thompson, only remaining quizz- 
conductors, had authorized Secretary | 
Thomas J. Slowie to send out the| 
barrage of messages. But other mem- | 
bers were kept in the dark, although | 


a full Commission meeting occurred retains an attorney, He naturally out- 


a few hours after the wires went 


lators. 


shadow-box with antagonistic regu- 
No lawyer agreed with the 
implication that before a brief is 
filed every paragraph and statement 
must be discussed with the client. 


When a licensee, applicant, or group Chicago, Nov. 18. 


Dutch Mill Candy, through the 
Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency, 





lines his feelings and then leaves the 


WITH SHOW PEOPLE 


forth, and the first George O. Gilling-| question of what legal technique 
ham, press relations boss, knew of| Shall be used up to the discretion 
the incident was when he received | and judgment of the barrister, it was 





telephone calls from bewildered| remarked frequently. It patently is 
newspapermen. impossible to demand that every li- 
When informed that every in-| Cemsee read carefully the full text 


dividual who should be informed had | °f each pleading, brief, motion, and 


|has set a new weekly program on 
| WBBM, using interviews of stars of 
stage, screen and radio. 

Interviews will be handled by 
Tommy Bartlett. Gladys George, 
here in ‘Lady in Waiting,’ is the in- 
itial interviewee. 














sidestepped with ‘see George Porter’ 
answer to queries, the special coun- 
sel acknowledged he had called to 
the special committee’s attention the 
fact that a substantial number of 
licensees appeared to be in a wholly 
contradictory position regarding the 
findings in the hotly-attacked report. 
Porter’s explanation was that since 
40-odd stations listed as IRNA mem- 
bers also were Mutual affiliates, it 


IRNA Wires Members After FFC Dees 


Philadelphia, Nov. 19. 
Samuel Rosenbaum, chairman of the Independent Radio Network Af- 
| filiates (and head of WFIL, Philadelphia) on Saturday (16) sent the fol- 








Defense Communications Board — 


(How It Sub-Divides Into Four Committees, 
11 Sub-Committees ) 


Washington, Nov, 19 
The present set-up of the Defense Communications Board comprises 


ination, 





labor, industry), and (3) the 11 subcommittees. 


THE BOARD 


Members of the board, with James L. Fly as chairman, are Major Gen 
Joseph O. Mauborgne, Chief Signal Officer of the Army; Rear Admiral 
Leigh Noyes, Director of Naval Communications, and Breckinridge Long 
Assistant Secretary of State in Charge of the Division of International 
Communications. Herbert E. Gaston, Assistant Secretary of the Treas 
in Charge of the Coast Guard, is board secretary. 


LAW COMMITTEE 


The Law Committee will be headed by Telford Taylor, FCC Genera} 
Counsel, and its duties will include the furnishing of legal opinions and 
advice and the drafting of fina] reports and recommendations, proposed 
Executive Orders, proclamations and legislation. Other members are 
Capt. J. W. Huyssoon, Office of the Judge Advocate General, War Dept.; 
Steven Spingarn, Treasury Dept.; Lieut. Commander Franz O. Willen. 
bucher, Navy Dept.; Raymund T. Yingling, State Dept. 


COORDINATING COMMITTEE 


Members of the coordinating committee are as follows: 

E. K. Jett, Chief Engineer, Federal Communications Commission, chair. 
man; Francis C. de Wolf, State Dept.; Major W. T. Guest, War Dept.; Com. 
mander Earl E. Stone, Navy Dept.; Commander J. F. Farley, Chief of Come 
munications of the U. S. Coast Guard. 


LABOR COMMITTEE 
The Labor Advisory Committee, whose functions include submission of 
expert advice to the board on all labor problems involved in the radio 
national] defense mission, has not yet been chosen. 


INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 


Personnel for the Industry Advisory Committee also remains undesig- 
nated. The latter committee, it was announced, will have charge of ‘all 
problems of general concern to the communications companies incident 
to the proper carrying out of the board’s national defense mission,’ 


THE 11 SUB-COMMITTEES 


The eleven subcommittees whose members remain to be designated are: 


ury 


I. Amateur Radio Committee. 
Il. Aviation Radio Committee. 
III, Cable Committee. 


IV. Domestic Broadcasting Committee. 
V. Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee, 


VI. International Broadcasting Committee. 
VII. Radio Communications Committee. 
VIII. State and Municipal Facilities Committee. 


IX. Telegraph Committee. 
X. Telephone Committee. 
XI. United States Government Facilities Committee. 


John L. Lewis Calls N.AB. Code 
Hurtful to Labor, Not to Sponsors 


























| lowing telegram to radio stations that had, the day before, been queried 


was imperative for the probers to| telegraphically by the Federal Communications Commission as to whether 


find out whether their 


ments of the web lawyers. 


Porter, remarking that ‘the Com- 
mission is entitled to have the record 
straight,’ emphasized he was neither 
trying to discredit the Segal brief 
nor defend the report. He was anx- 
ious only to clear up the bewildering 
Situation. He said he had suggested 
to Thompson and Walker that an in- 
quiry should be made because he 
felt positive that Segal’s tantalizing 
assertions did not reflect the unani- 
mous views of IRNA members. 


The wires asked each station 
listed as a member of the group (in 
the exhibit filed two years ago by 
Samuel I. Rosenbaum, IRNA prexy) 
whether it had ‘authorized’ the filing 
of the brief, had approved either the 
document or the views it expressed, 
and shared the sentiments. 

While no detailed information was 
forthcoming, Porter said Saturday 
(i6) that replies had been received 


sentiments | 
were expressed by Segal, whose brief | Monopoly question filed in Washington with the FCC by Attorney Paul | 
Was an even more vigorous defense | S€8al and blasting the regulatory body . ; 


of network practices than the docu- 


| they knew about, had seen, or gave assent to the IRNA brief on chain 


Rosenbaum’s wire follows: 
(Copy) 

‘At the San Francisco convention the IRNA officers and board were 
| instructed to file a brief taking exception to the report of the m 
| committee and Paul Segal was retained to write the brief. 

for IRNA does not attempt to express any view on behalf of any indi- 
vidual affiliate, nor does it preclude an expression of such views. It sets 
forth only an argument on behalf of IRNA as an organized group contain- 

ing affiliates of every class and description, and therefore is limited to a 
spirited defense of the right of stations to contract freely for network 
affiliation within the present structure of American network broadcasting 
and vigorously denies the monopoly committee’s charge that present affilia. 
tion relationships interfere with our ability as affiliates to render satisfac- 
tory public service under our licenses, 

Before the brief was filed, advance proof was circulated to the IRNA 
board, and when it was filed, extra copies were ordered for distribution 
— affiliate regardless of IRNA membership. These are being mailed 
oday. 

A copy of this wire ts being sent to the secretary of the commission in 
answer to his wire We are informed his wire was intended principally 
to ascertain for cominission information the number of stations for whom 
IRNA is qualified to argue, and not to place your individual Opinions or 
views on the record. Would appreciate for our files copy of any reply you 


send the commission in this regard, and also yo ini i 
ee re 4 your opinion of the brief after 


onopoly 
Segal’s brief 





Copy of the brief % being furnished to eve k j i 
Pay ough ~via ry Known radio station law- 





Atlantic City, Nov. 19. 

John L. Lewis, president of the 
Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions, yesterday (Monday) called 
upon the Government to amend the 
Federal Communications Act to pro- 
hibit alleged discriminations against 
the selling of time to labor unions 
by broadcasters. Lewig made his 
report to the C.I.O. constitutional 
convention which opened at the Ho- 
tel Chelsea, the same place where 
the C.L0O. was founded five years 
ago. 

The C..O. president, who is 
skedded to retire in line with his 
pre-election day promise, charged 
that a C.I.O. union in San Francisco 
had been refused a renewal of its 
contract of a regular nightly pro- 
gram by KYA. The station gave as 
its reason, Lewis said, that the pro- 
gram dealt with ‘controversial is- 
sues.’ 

‘At the same time,’ said Lewis, 
‘large corporations in that area sub- 
sidize news and amusement pro- 
grams, which like the Ford Hour 
always include a bias tn favor of the 
employer-organization. There have 
been several similar instances in the 
past year in which other C.I.O. lo- 


| cals have been denied the right to 


secure radio time, even when they 
offered to pay for it.’ 

Lewis declared the N.A.B. rule on 
‘controversial issues’ was not based 
upon any law or had any legal au- 
thority. ‘It is simply a rule devised 
by the radio broadcasters through 
their national association,’ he said. 

‘Under this rule, no station is sup- 
posed to sell time for controversial 
subjects, instead such subjects are 
to be handled by giving representa- 
tives of both sides equal amount of 
free time to discuss them. 

‘At the last convention, I re- 
ported that the rule gave consider- 
able time to broadcasters and it 
would have to be watched with 
grave concern. As it is now work- 
ing, the rule seems harmful to 1a- 
bor. Unions are denied the rights 
to purchase time, and they cannot 
get free time for radio debates, be- 
cause employers will not give labor 
the publicity of a public debate. 
Yet everyone is familiar with the dis- 
torted news and propaganda put out 








by corporations on their eommercial 
programs. 

‘It ig therefore necessary to sub- 
ject to some control the arbitrary 
power of the broadcasters to with- 
hold or grant radio time. This can 
be done by amendments to the Fed- 
eral Communications Act which 
would prohibit discriminations and 
afford a summary procedure for 
hearing cases of discrimination with 
authority to direct that the facili- 
ties be made available on non-dis- 
criminatory terms. 

‘This would put the radio broad- 
casting business in the same class as 
other public utilities, like railroads, 
ships and bus lines, which must give 
equal service to all the public.’ 





Employers Association Is 
Again Backing B’dcasts 
Of Workers Songs, Skits 


Hartford, Nov. 19. 
For the third year the Hartford 





|County Manufacturing Association fs 
| sponsoring a series of Industrial Em- 


ployee Playhouse airings. Consists 
of a series of Sunday night etherings 
by employees of 12 industrial con- 
cerns affiliated with the association. 

Etherings are over WTHT and fed 
to WNBC. Walter Nilson of com- 
mercial side of WTHT is again em- 
ceeing shows and handling other &r- 
rangements, Presentations consist of 
skits, choral group offerings, etc. 
Each industrial concern has a group 
of its employees participating on 
subsequent Sundays. A half hour 
shot. 

First was Sunday night (17) by 
employees of Underwood-Elliot Fish- 
er Typewriter Co. Next is by work- 
= of Veeder Root Manufacturing 

0. 





Lois Lorraine Off CBS 


CBS's publicity head Louis Rup- 
pel has dropped Lois Lorraine, who 
worked on commercial programs. 

She was with the department for 
five years. 
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NBC, CBS, [RNA IN 
aL NT RETORTS 


Unprecedentedly Frank Cri- 
ticism of Commission for 
Going Beyond the Law, 
Not Knowing Its Own 





Mind—Sees Mutual as the) 


Stirrer-Upper 





ALLEGE BIAS 





Washington, Nov. 19. 
Concerted opposition from two of | 


the major networks and the bulk of | 


their affiliates to the recommenda- 
tions, findings, and conclusions of the 
chain- monopoly investigators is 
squarely put before the Federal 
Communications Commission in blunt 
and sarcastic briefs declaring the 
FCC wants to go far beyond the 
statute and alleging that the FCC 
demonstrated bias and prejudice in 
its voluminous report on the 1938- | 
39 inquisition. 

Charges that the vagueness of the | 
report and failure to advance con- 
crete recommendations place them 
under a severe handicap were made 
by attorneys for the National Broad- 
casting Co. and the Columbia Broad- 
casting System as the briefs for the 


leading ‘defendants’ were docketed | 
Friday (15), Taking many digs at 
Mutual, which urged strict super- 


vision of web-affiliate relations, the 
rival loops contended the report is a 
mass of confused, unfounded, er- 


| forms, 


‘ 


‘MONOPOLY’ BRIEFS RIP FCC 





embark on a social crusade or begin 
passing on trade practices, the Com- 
mish was advised. Most of the ‘find- 
ings,’ which bear on the economic 
aspects, are nothing more than 
opinions or conclusions based on pre- 
conceived ideas, 
two chains’ lawyers. 


NBC and CBS threw Commission 
decisions, actions, policies, and state- 
ments back at the regulators, stress- 
ing repeatedly that the report is 
often at odds with past performance. 
Confusion, conflicts, contradictions, 
and inconsistencies are charged in 
discussion of many key topics. 

Segal warned the Commish that 
the indies don’t want as much gov- 
ernmental solicitude and pampering 
as the probers would like to bring 
about. Loss of freedom would be 
an inevitable result of promulgation 
of policies and regulations along the 
lines advocated in the report. Why 
should the FCC suddenly get agi- 
tated about alleged abuses and 
jury to the affiliates which the sup- 
posed victims haven't noticed or 
squawked about? 

Only on one point of importance 
did the defendants seemingly agree 
that a reform may be necessary. 
That was in regard to the mainte- 
nance of more than one combination 
of transmitters by a single company. 
The CBS and IRNA briefs were 
silgnt on this proposition, while NBC 
made only what most readers con- 
sidered a routine argument that it 





should be allowed to go on running | 


both the Red and the Blue. 
Digs at Mutual 


The digs at Mutual were generally 
to emphasize that the rookie has 


|adopted most of the practices about 


which it complains. (In urging re- 
MBS acknowledged it has 
been forced in self-defense to tighten 
the ties with member stations a la 
NBC and CBS, but professed will- 
ingness to give up long contracts, 


sas xclusive clauses, etc. Com- 
roneous, and prejudiced calculations | exclusive clauses, etc., if the ass 


and statements. 
lawyers in 


The CBS and NBC 
effect accused the in- 
vestigating committee—now cut to 
two individuals—with operating in 
an ex parte manner. 

Breath-Taking Brief 


Most important development in 
the squaring-away stage, however, 


was the filing of a breath-takingly 
sarcastic brief by Paul M. Segal on 


behalf of the Independent Radio 
Network Affiliates. His defense of 
chains’ practices was much more 


vigorous than those presented by the 
webs’ own counsel, while the tart- 
ness of the language caused an im- 
mediate, sensational repercussion 
that may result in reopening of the 
probe. Frequently he implied, often 
not subtly, the committee’s phil- 
osophy is either communistic, fas- 
cistic, or socialistic and adoption of 
the report would pave the way for 
outright government’ dictatorship 
over the broadcasting industry. 

The three-cornered attack on the 
report included unanimous agree- 


ment that the Commish lacks juris- | 


diction to supervise business trans- 
actions and trade practices, that the 
committee in many spots either nul- 
lifies long-established policy or pro- 
poses contradictory changes, 
the fundamental issues 
thoroughly obscured by concern over 
social questions that are none of the 
FCC’s business 


The CBS and NBC briefs both 
contained flAt denials that there is 
any talent monopoly, pointed out 


that network acquisition of key sta- 
tions (except for NBC’s ownership 
of WEAF, New York) was approved 
by the FCC or its predecessor, as- 


Serted that there fs no disguised 
transfer of control over program 
choices from station managers to 


chain executives, declared the evi- 
dence does not back up claims the 
webs skim all the cream off time 
Sale revenues, argued that ex- 
clusivity is imperative to give sta- 
bility and compensate the networks 
for many expenses benefiting af- 
filiates, noted that there is no 
equality in facilities and it is im- 
Possible to give all outlets com- 
betitive parity, and protested that 
the committee does not know its 
Own mind. Most of these points were 
echoed by Segal, although he lim- 
{ted his discussion to the findings 
that are of joint concern to the 
chains and affiliates. 
Technical Policemen 


The job of the regulators is to 
handle technical problems, not to 


and | 
have been 


mish will force the others to do the 
|same.) They also contended that 
}much of Mutual’s difficulty grows 
|out of its type of operation, which 
| they consider unsound because there 
|is no room for a cooperative hook- 
| up in the radio business. 
Exclusivity Vital 


| Exclusivity is vital because of the 
| good will, listener interest, prestige, 
and identity considerations, the 
chains declared. Both asked why 
they should be expected to build up 
reputations and then have their out- 
|let free to jump ship whenever a 
rival comes along with a seductive 
|offer. In the opinion of CBS attor- 
neys, the exclusivity clause is an ac- 
tual benefit to little fellows, who 
might otherwise be left out in the 
cold, and the Commish probers ig- 
nored the 


fact that affiliation is a 
voluntary, not compulsory affair. 
Similar NBC argument noted that 


contracts are expiring constantly and 
the pacts actually overcome 
|equalities by assuring every plant 
of the same quality programs. Segal 
|agreed that exclusivity is a matter 
of trading and haggling, snorting 


that the objectors are merely a small | 


| group of managers who long for a 
| bigger piece of pie. 

| Discussion of the time-option sys- 
| tem, severely criticized in the report, 
|! followed the same line. Without as- 
surance of outlets, 


book accounts, the briefs pointed 
out. Using the FCC’s own figures, 
the NBC legal battery argued that 


contracts are of great value to the 
| stations, not vicious instruments. Big 
investments such as networks make 
and long-time commitments are im- 
| possible without certainty of outlets 
'and unquestionable ability to tap 
{key markets, CBS emphasized. Both 
|maintained goodwill cannot be built 
!in a short time and sponsors cannot 
| be signed up if salesmen are unabie 
| to promise desired coverage. 
Calls Terms Fair 

The divvy between the webs and 
the affiliates is fair, in the view of 
ithe network barristers. The 
| brief noted that both their own and 
| CBS outlets get more non-web reve- 
| nue than do Mutual transmitters, 
while contracts are premised on each 
stations’ contribution to the total 
coverage. Besides agreeing that the 


terpreted, CBS added that as long as 
markets vary in desirability the rev- 
enue of stations must differ. Value 
of svstaining service available with- 
out charge, research, promotion, sell- 





according to the) 


in- 


networks cannot | 


NEC | 


Commish figures have been misin- | 


affiliates also should be taken into 
consideration in measuring fairness 
of the payments, both webs insisted. 
Segal shares some of these views, 
besides commenting sourly that the 
indies prefer to do their own bar- 
gaining, not have some bureaucracy 





With Segal setting the pace, both | do the haggling over terms of affilia- | 


tion. The IRNA attorney remarked 
upon the ‘startling results’ of the 
peculiar computations by FCC stat- 
isticians, admitting that the outlets 
want al] they can get, but challeng- 


mental arithmetic. 
There was general. disagree- 
ment with the committee’s apprehen- 


tions is being shifted to New York 
under web contracts. Affiliates can 
reject any program within reason, 
|both chains reiterated, and the sta- 
| tions know what to expect. Besides 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters’ code, each chain has its own 
standards, which antedate the indus- 
| try-wide yardstick, the Commish was 
/reminded, and keep the affiliates con- 
stantly informed about production 
|plans. The committee must have been 
| blind, CBS implied, and even though 
| agencies do prepare a large propor- 
ition of the commercial shows, the 
web exercises censorship powers, and 
CBS in particular has rejected over 
$9,000,000 of business that did not 
meet its tests. If the committee sug- 
gestions are followed to a logical 
terminus, not only networks, but 
even advertising agencies and speak- 
|ers would have to take out licenses, 
while free expression would be vir- 
tually impossible. Segal agreed there 
is ample freedom to reject web pro- 
grams, adding that the chains gener- 
ally know better than the FCC what 
| type of entertainment is in the public 
|interest and have a constant finger 
|on the audience pulse. 


Size of Webs 








| As for program service, the IRNA | 


| brief pointed out that it is distrib- 
| uted, according to population, as 
|equitably as_ station distribution 
which is a responsibility of the regu- 
lators, and there is constant expan- 
|sion of the networks. Size of net- 
works depend on many factors, some 
beyond the chain’s control, CBS as- 
serted, sarcastically noting the con- 


| flict between the committee's findings | 


lthat there is ‘unhealthy domination’ 
of the industry by the webs, but not 
enough network service. Making a 
| parallel argument, NBC declared the 
committee offered no explanation 


ing the soundness of the govern- | 


sion that actual control over opera- | 


Ethridge Chides Fly 


| 
ing, and other chores that benefit the | how its suggestions would improve 


service to the people, and complained 
that, although program duplication 
was an issue on which much testi- 
|mony was taken, the probers made 
|no findings, and skated lightly over 


| this question, 


Talent Monopoly Silly! 
The idea of talent monopolies was 
laughed at by both chains. Only a 
j;small percentage of available per- 
formers are managed by their sub- 
sidiary bureaus, they retorted, while 
|the concentration of talent in New 
York, Chicago, and Los Angeles is 
{due to many other things than to 
|radio. Movement of show people to 
|these centers occurred long before 
broadcasting started, CBS declared. 
|NBC pointed out that only a tiny 
fraction of its outlay for talent went 
to individuals under its own manage- 
;ment. Some control is justifiable, 
CBS insisted, because the webs pay 
sustaining performers who _ should 
not be free to go to work for a rival 
after being built up. Committee 
confuses exclusive management with 
exclusive service, CBS added. 
Question of network activjty in the 
recording field and conditions under 
| which chain programs can be waxed 
| were not discussed in the CBS brief, 
|but the other web defended restric- 
tions on off-the-line recordings, and 
;pointed out that RCA does a big 
| business with non-web outlets. 


the chain should make its facilities 
/available to competitors or persons 
| who won’t buy time. Network is no 
| Santa Claus. 

Complaints of the committee about 
| the web’s asserted fat profits drew 
| Sharp rejoinders. Both webs yelled 
'that the regulators were unfair in 
their measurements, hollering that 
total investment is no yardstick to be 
applied in a field where service is the 
larticle bought and sold. They also 
insisted that in relation to the aggre- 
gate take of the whole industry their 
cut is not unconscionable, Columbia 
| pointing out that the two majors to- 
| gether pocketd but 39% of the gross 
| billings, and NBC commenting that 
lover 10 years its operating expenses 
|were 93.31% of its income, leaving 
but 6.69% margin. 

Public Interest 

| Arguments about FCC jurisdiction 
were almost identical, with Segal 
loudly echoing the arguments that 
ithe government has no authority un- 
|der existing law to undertake many 
of the jobs the committee proposed. 
Most of the recommendations deal 











fae | Mr. James Lawrence Fly, Chairman, 


(Copy) 


RADIO STATION WHAS 
Louisv 


ille, Ky, 
Nov. 16, 1940. 


Federal Communications Commission, 


Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Fly: 


yesterday: 


I have sent the following wire to Mr. Slowie, in response to his wire of 


‘WHAS was represented at the San Francisco Convention, which in- 


structed the officers and directors of IRNA to file a brief setting out the 


attitude of stations toward the Monopoly Committee’s report. The brief 


was submitted to us for approval and we approve.’ 


what I consider to be intimidation 


I do want to protest to you, however, as Chairman of the Commission, 


Whether the wire had that purpose, 


its wording and its preemptory nature will certainly have that effect. I 


do not know any reason why the 


should not make their posit 
the stations are not fulfilling 

The full Commission, you tole 
the question and has 
further information and views. 
welcome a statement of the position 
braced that position or not 


set oral 


argi 


stations affiliated with the network 


yn known to the full Commission, particularly 


their public duty. 
me, 


has not had the opportunity to study 
iments for the purpose of 


recéiving 


It seems to me that the Commission would 


of affiliates, no matter whether it em- 


If the Commission was interested in knowing whom Mr. Segal repre- 
sented, it could have required from him written authorization of signatures 
to the brief: or when he appeared to argue it, could have required him to 
make a showing of representation; or could have denied him the right to 
be heard if he could not make a showing. 


As a lawyer I know you will 


recognize that as a fair and just and regular procedure. 


such a telegram as was sent out. 


have. 


| form of tyranny which I do not like 


to an acceptance of the necessity and desirability of regulation. 
sort of thing seems to me irresponsible regulation and, worse than that, 


I do not believe the Commission as a whole would ever have authorized 
I must say that it strikes me as a violent 
departure from any procedure of democratic government, 

I cannot refrain from adding a more personal word, 
I was a New Dealer before anybody in the present administration ever 
said he was, and all my adult life I have fought the same sort of evils you 
Moreover, I have done al! I could in the radio industry to bring it 
But this 


in any form. 


Sincerely yours, 


| CC to the President of the United 


Mark Ethridge. 
States. 


The 
'NBC barristers could not see why 


As you may know, 


a 


| with economics, not allocation of 
facilities or interference or such mat- 
ters, NBC protested, adding a re- 
minder that broadcasting stations 
still are not either common carriers 
or public utilities. Limitations im- 
posed by the Supreme Court, notably 
in the Sanders Bros. case, were cited 
by CBS, which said the proposals do 
not deal with best use of the spec- 
trum, and added there is no showing 
that contractual relations have made 
it impossible for affiliates to serve 
the public interest. This point was 
not touched by Segal, though he in- 
dicated he questions whether Con- 
gress ever gave the Commish author- 
ity to enter some of the fields sug- 
gested in the committee report. 

In regard to maintenance of two 
hook-ups, NBC attorneys curtly de- 
nied accusations that affiliates are 
clubbed or may be chastised by ar- 
bitrary switches if they don’t be- 
have. The second chain was an an- 
swer to public demand, the Commis- 
sion was advised, not the result of 
greed. The public benefits, because 
it gets additional service and the in- 
dustry has been stimulated, rather 
than injured. There was a flat denial 
that any transmitter ever was shifted 
|from the Red to the Blue without 
parleys. 

The committee is guilty of a mis- 
conception about the nature of li- 
censes and about monopoly and com- 
petition, NBC replied, a point echoed 
| by both CBS and IRNA. Maximum 
|competition exists, they declared, 
_adding that free and unlimited com- 
| petition is both impossible and prob- 
‘ably undesirable. NBC explained 
that stations were supposed to com- 
| Plement each other, with different 
types meeting particular needs for 
service, and pointed out that Con- 
gress limited the opportunity to en- 
ter the business because of chaos 
that led to the 1927 Radio Act. Co- 
lumbia’s attorneys maintained the 
recommendations can be attributed 
only to ‘a zeal for reform. unrelated 
to the actual operation of radio’ to- 
gether with amazing ignorance. Re- 
jection was urged by CBS because 
the report is ‘incorrect ... unsound’ 
and unsupported by facts. 

The IRNA brief admitted a selfish 


interest and asserted that any dis- 
agreements between webs and af- 


filiates are private matters, 
lic controversies. Because of highly- 
personalized relations, the industry 
can get along without shepherding by 
a group of government watchers. 
Vigorous rivalry between NBC and 
CBS can be testified to by his crowd, 
Segal declared, pointing out there is 
a continuous fight for outlets reach- 
{ing key markets, accounts, and tal- 
ent. Each station is unique and the 
industry cannot be forced 
rigid mould, he cautioned. 
Criticism of long-term contracts 
ilrew unanimous reply that the cure 
for this problem is longer licenses, 
not shorter agreements between webs 
and outlets. The industry has to 
|make its plans well into the future, 
sponsors frequently desiring to ear- 
|mark particularly favorable time a 
|year or so ahead, the briefs em- 
phasized, and no gain would result 
| from making the pacts co-extensive 
with the Commish tickets. And as 
long as the F.C.C. can revoke or re- 
fuse to renew a franchise, there is 
no harm to the public since a station 
with a contract is no good unless it 
has an operating permit. 
Strong suggestions that clear chan- 


not pub- 


into a 


nels should be wiped out aroused 
resentment. Segal remarked that 
the matter of reserving particular 
ribbons is something else again, de- 
clining to argue this proposition but 
remarking that it has been studied 
time after time and that assignment 
policies are complicated matters that 
should not be upset rashly. NBC 
remarked that the committee itself 


found a big slice of the audience is 
dependent on such stations for ser- 
vice, declaring the conclusion that 
they contribute to a monopoly is not 
backed up. 

Denial of Mutual’s motion that the 
F.C.C. prohibit any change in net- 


| work-affiliate status quo pending 
'final decision on the issues was 
unanimously opposed. The IRNA 


brief remarked upon the long delay 
and said no step of this kind should 
ibe taken now since many contracts 
already have been renewed; NBC 
denied the Commish has authority to 
| prohibit any contract beyond a speci- 
fied date while CBS agreed there is 
ino provision in the Communications 
| Act justifying temporary injunctions, 
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First Step for Blue Network's Own 


a Special Manager 





Program Setup Is 


NBC blue network will have a 
program manager of its own who 
will function under Sidney Strotz, 
v.p. in charge of the program de- 
partment. NBC has often discussed 
the idea of separating the program- 
ing operations of the red and blue, 
but this is the first time that the 
project will be carried out. The 
appointment of a program manager 
for the blue will be announced with- 
in a few days. 

In the works for the blue is a cam- 
paign to strengthen its daytime sus- 
taining schedule as well as the in- | 
troduction of several new evening 
shows. 


924 Announcers, 
All Registered, 
And Mexicans 








ai. 


20 DAYS, 20 YEARS 


Kadio 





That's Keynote of WHEU’s 
Anni Celebration 





Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 19. 


station, celebrates ‘20 years of radio’ 
with 20 days open house and special 
programs. Station itself claims 18% 
years through predecessor, WHQ, in 
days of crystal sets and headphones. 

Sponsors were invited to meet the 
staff and inspect the station at buffet 
luncheon yesterday (18) with News 
Commentator Al Sigl telling about 
it on the air. 

Special nights were arranged for 
city officials, religious groups and 
educators and Vice-president Clar- 
ence Wheeler went on the air to 
reminisce on the early days. Gen- 
eral manager Gunnar Wiig told about 
early sports broadcasts including 
first description of baseball game via 
ticker tape. Musical Director Ken 
Sparnon dug up music of 20 years 
ago for nostalgic arrings. Station 
used cards in buses to plug anniver- 
sary celebration and invited the pub- 
lic to inspect the station, get a sou- 





Mexico City, Nov. 19. 


A counting of Mexican announcers 
reveals 924 of them, including 12 
women. Data is from the ministry 
of communications and public works, 
ruler of air affairs down here. All 
announcers are Officially registered 
with the ministry and all are citizens. 
There are now 95 active stations in 
this country. Some of them have as 
many as 15 announcers. One local 
station steadily employs four she- 


venir gnd eat a piece of cake. 





Dr. Ranson and Dr. Simon 
To Spiel at L.I. University 


Course in radio will be conducted 
at Long Island University for the 
next spring semester by Jo Ranson, 
radio editor of the Brooklyn Eagle, 
and Al Simon, publicity director of 
WHN, New York. There will be 15 
sessions, starting Feb. 5. 

Guest lecturers will include Her- 





announcers. 
Meanwhile there is talk of the an- 


nouncers forming a union of their | 


own. At present they are affiliated 
with the regular radio workers’ or- 
ganizations. 





Charles Carvajal Quits 
NBC to Become Spanish 


; bert L. Pettey, director of WHN; 
Sterling Fisher, educational director 


WHEC, pioneer Rochester radio | 


Stale Voices? 


A survey is in progress in the 
NBC program department in 
New York to determine the most 
heard actors on sustaining pro- 
grams. Over-use of ‘favories’ or 
‘quick study standbys’ to the ex- 
clusion of new voices has been 
a point of criticism for some 
time. 

Data may form the basis of 
some new rules from Sid Strotz’s 
office. 


WEMP, M’w’kee, to Biue; 
Long Dickerings Thought 
Due to WIMJ Squawks 


Milwaukee, Nov. 19. 

Negotiations started last April cul- 
minated Friday (15) when contracts 
| were signed whereby WEMP, inde- 
| pendent local station which recently 
celebrated its fifth anniversary, will 
on Jan. 1 become the Milwaukee out- 
let for NBC’s Blue network. Long 
drawn out dickering is said to have 
been due to objections to the new 
hockup by WTMJ, outlet for the 
NBC Red web. 

With the coming of 1941, WEMP 
will carry practically all the NBC 
Blue programs, including commer- 
cials, although pickup of sustaining 
programs probably will start in De- 
cember. Siation will retain practi- 
cally all of its strictly local pro- 
grams, making necessary adjust- 
ments to take care of network pro- 
grams. 

WEMP is key station for the Wis- 
consin Broadcasting System, a loop 
of half a dozen stations covering 
southern and gastern Wisconsin, and 
is now feeding 15 hours daily to 
these outlets. Eventually it is ex- 
pected these outlets, too, will carry 
the NBC Blue programs. 

















| ties of WEMP are now being plan- 


Increase in staff and studio facili- | 





Aliens Going on WGAR, Cleveland, 
First Answer Quiz, Then Notary Signs 
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MEXICO CITY’S 31ST , 


Hoy Magazine Opens Radio Station 
In Hotel Regis 








Mexico City, Nov. 19. 
Air biz here is going right ahead 
expanding, despite the acute coin de- 
presh. ‘Hoy,’ a snappy local maga- 
zine, has boosted the number of ac- 
tive local radio stations to 31 by 
opening XERH on 1430 kilocycles. 
XERH studios are in the down- 
town Hotel Regis. 


CHAB, MOOSE JAW DUE 
FOR 1,000-W IN JAN. 


Regina, Sask., Nov. 19. 

Permission has been granted by 
the Canadian Department of Trans- 
port, Ottawa, acting on a recommen- 
dation of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation, to radio station CHAB, 
Moose Jaw, Sask., to increase its 
power from 250 watts io 1,000 watts. 
The station expects to be operating 
on the new power early in January. 

A new transmitter building large 
enough to accommodate the new 
transmitting equipment and also pro- 
vide living quarters for the operators 
will be built about seven miles out 
of the city. Transmitting equipment 
will be the Marconi 51-C, same as is 
being installed at Hamilton, Cnt. 
Transmitting tower will be 200-feet 
high. 

Station originated in 1920 and from 
1923 to 1934 it operated on a com- 
munity non-commercial basis, switch- 
ing to a commercial basis on Nov. 1, 








| of CBS; David Ross, announcer; A.A. | ned. 
Schecter, NBC special events head; 





‘Red’ Barber, sports announcer; Ezra 
Stone, radio and legit actor; Louis 
Ruppel, CBS publicity head; E. P. H. 
James, NBC sales promotionist; Isaac 
Brimberg, WNYC chief engineer; 
Jerry Danzig, WOR publicity head; 
Nila Mack, CBS children’s program 
director; Frank Roehrenbeck, WHN 





Radio Program Freelance 





Charles Carvajal has resigned as 
production manager and chief of the 
Spanish division of the International 
Section of NBC in New York. He 
will establish himself as a freelance 
foreign language program director 
for Latin America. Has tentative 


assignment for a 26-week series of 


Spanish shows for South American 
placement as a starter. 
He’s been with NBC 11 years. 





eneral manager, and Dick Dor- 
|} rance, director of promotion of FM 
| Broadcasters, Inc. 


'BURGLARIZE MEXICAN STUDIO | v.p., and H. Carson 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 


| Burglars looted the radio station | 


| building by Petroleos de Mexico, one 
| of the government’s oil companies, 
of air and electrical apparatus, type- 
writers, and a clock worth in all 
$1,000. 

They left no clues. 
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The Growing Importance of The Writer 





Some Thoughts on The Subject By a Comedian— 
Writers Must Be Young, at Least Mentally 





By EDDIE CANTOR 





FAITH-HEALING THEME | 


OF CKAC PROGRAMS 


Montreal, Nov. 19. 
St. Joseph’s Oratory, world-famous 
shrine credited with many miracu- 
lous cures, will soon be scene of 


daily radio broadcast routined by 
station CKAC. Scheduled to begin 
Dec 





Y views with sick people who have 
been healed by a visit to the Shrine. 
There will also be interviews with | 
workmen who have been employed 
in construction, renovations and ad- 
ditions to the Oratory for the past 
20 vears. 


Under guidance of Brother Andre, | 


the Oratory has become inter- 
nationally known as Mecca of those 
who believe in faith-healing. Sta- 
tion CKAC has received permission 
from Bishop Charbonneau to pro- 


ceed with the daily broadcast. 


Kay Halle of WGAR In 
Disc-Making Latin Tour 


Cleveland, Nov. 19. 

Kay Halle, commentator of WGAR, 
Cleveland, planed out recently on 
a tour of Latin and South America. 
She will make transcriptions at va- 
rious stops during the trip and the 
platters will be flown back to Cleve- 
land for airing over the station. The 
State Department, the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters and CBS as- | 
sisted in plans for the junket, be- 
lieved to be the first undertaken by | 
a local station. | 


Broadcaster’s first stop. will be | 
Mexico City, with subsequent visits | 
to Lima, Peru; Santiago, Chile; | 
Buenos Aires and other cities. 





1 program will consist of inter- | 


I have an aversion to articles and 
speeches beginning with ‘What this 
country needs. ., to say nothing 
of love letters to VarieTy commenc- 
| ing with ‘I.’ So let’s start all over. 
| I think that what radio needs (oh, 
well, let it go!) is a greater apprecia- 
|tion of the writing behind the pro- 


| gram. By appreciation I do not mean | 


a perfunctory ‘credit?’ mumbled by an 


announcer just before the station | 


break, although, to be sure, there 
| would be no harm and some good in 
|more of that sort of thing. 

| It should be admitted, once and for 
lall, that radio is dependent upon 
what is written for it; and measures 
should be taken to insure good radio 
writing in the future. 

| Radio is still too young for much 
in the way of tradition. I cannot list, 
therefore, the various places of origin 
of radio writers with any degree of 
soundness. Offhand, I could name 
one radio writer who rose from the 
ranks of the cab drivers; three or 
|four who were college men with only 
the questionable experience of hav- 
|ing contributed humor to the college 
| newspaper; one young man who, 
while studying dentistry, found re- 
jlaxation in listening to radio shows 
and then decided he would rather 
(improve the comedy on these shows 
than people’s 
These are not unusual cases that I 
have selected. They are, rather, a 
cross-section of the men who have 
become writers in radio. 

It all sounds haphazard, catch-as- 
catch-can, doesn’t it?...And it is, 
when you realize how tremendously 
important and how recessary good 
radio writing is. 

Own Talent Scouts 


Comedians, for example, must be 
their own talent scouts in the search 
for writers. In recent years radio 


teeth...And so on. | 


- 


| lished and recognizable personalities, 
handled as other talent is by reputa- 
|ble agencies. But buying a 
writer is far more difficult than buy- 
ing a singer or an orchestra. It is 
| comparatively seldom that one hears 
an orchestra or a singer completely 
|out of tune with the general spirit 
of a comedy show. When that hap- 
pens, furthermore, it is easily cor- 
|rected, either by a switch to a dif- 
ferent singer or orchestra, or by 
| building the character of the talent 
seemingly at odds with the rest of 
the show in order to make an advan- 
tage of what may appear a defect. 
Now, where are these writers to 
come from? Let’s think of 
requisites. They must be young, at 
least mentally, wtih the alertness and 
vitality that come with youth. They 
must have a knowledge of what con- 
stitutes comedy, pathos or drama, as 


based upon their understanding of 
people. Lastly, they must be able to 
write with conciseness, simplicity, 


and an intuitive ‘feel’ for the medium 
of radio. 


operated in a downtown local office | 





their | 








| 1934, owned and operated by CHAB 
| limited. Company is composed en- 
| tirely of Moose Jaw citizens with A. 
E. Jacobson, pres.; Allan R. Rorison, 
Buchanan, secre- 


tary-treasurer and manager. 


University of Alberta 


Station as Commercial 


Edmonton, Alberta, Nov. 19. 

University of Alberta radio sta- 
tion CKUA will be stepped up in 
power from 500 to 1,000 watts im- 
mediately and will radiate com- 
mercial programs audible over most 
of Alberta. Cost of the change will 
be about $30,000. 

The Alberta government will en- 
able the station to secure funds for 
the change which will be under- 
taken with the usual sanction of the | 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 

Management of the station will be 
vested in a board of six members—| 
three members appointed by the Al- 





‘4- |berta government and three by the 
radio 


university. Those named by the uni- 
versity are Dr. W. A. R. Kerr, presi- 
dent; Donald Cameron, director of 
the university’s extension depart- 
ment, and Dean Robert Newton, of 
the faculty of agriculture. 





WETS VS. DRYS 





Cleveland, Nov. 19. 


With national defense assuming 
constantly greater importance, 
WGAR is taking exceptional precau- 
tions to prevent objectionable ma. 
terial being slipped across the air 
on its foreign language broadcasts, 
Carl George, the station’s program 
director, has worked out an elab- 
orate procedure of self-censorship to 
forestall any kickbacks. 

Under the plan, members of the 
Nationality Broadcasting Assn., 
which presents 11 nationality pro- 
grams a week over WGAR, have 
been required to fill out a question- 
naire, with the answers sworn to by 
a notary, before they may partici- 
pate in further broadcasts. Some of 
the questions asked included birth- 
place of the member and his parents, 
birthplace of children if any, is the 
member an American citizen and to 
what clubs or organizations does he 
belong. 

In addition, scripts for all nation- 
ality programs must be submitted at 
least 48 hours in advance, the pro- 
gram must be not more than half in 
a foreign language and the broad- 
caster must swear to an affidavit that 
the program is broadcast precisely 
as written. As a final check, tran- 
scriptions are frequently made from 
the air. 





Ford Sponsors 
Cantinflas, Fav 
With Mexicans 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 


Ford Motors of Mexico is getting 
swell radio publicity with the en- 
gagement of Cantinflas, famous Mexi- 
can tramp comic, for two shows of 
115 minutes each a week from local 
station XEQ (50,000 watts). This is 
jan exclusive radio engagement for 
the comic who has become what 
jseems to be the permanent star at 
the Follies Bergeres revue theatre 
here. The monthly fee for his radio 








| work is $1,125. 





Understood that Ford outbid sev- 
eral industrial enterprises who 
wanted Mexico’s head comic to air 
their wares, 





Pygmalion Routine Under 


General Elec. (Maxon); 
Mission Water Bows Out 


General Electric takes over spon- 
sorship tonight (Wednesday) of 
‘Where Are You From’ Maurice C. 
Dreicer’s audience participation with 
Dr. Henry Lee Smith, of Brown 
University, recently and _ briefly 





Rivalry Produces Some Revenue Fer | bankrolled by Mission Vita water 


Local Stations 





Spartanburg, N. C., Nov. 19. 
Even though the state’s broadcast- 


ers are threatened with the loss of 


beer business, the prohibition amend- 
ment controversy is bringing them 
revenue. The state dry forces have 
Started an air campaign to induce 
the legislature, which meets Jan. 2. 
to act on the pro-dry amendment re- 
cently passed by incorporating it 


|into the law, and the wets are ex- 


Perhaps that sounds like a large | 


| order. 
|reason for these few paragraphs. For 
| radio writers must continue to come 
|from somewhere, and radio is now 
| too powerful a field to depend on its 
| good luck in developing writers. 

For radio’s future we must com- 
|}mence to groom writers through or- 


| ganized channels. One means of ac- 
| complishing this would be to encour- 
age the establishment of courses in 
| radio writing in our great universi- 
|ties. Make the little b profession 
legitimate by convincing our college 
youth that there is a career in radio 
writing—a dignified, interesting ca- 
| reer that can reap fine rewards for 
them. Let our boys know that they 
/needn’t be doctors and lawyers when 





Let them know that they can be pio- 
reers in a new branch of show busi- 


iwriters have become more estab- ' ness that is definitely here to stay. 


If it does, then all the more | 


pected to take to the same medium 
for a counter fight. 

Ministers using WSPA admit that 
the forces behind the prohibition 


| 
| 
| 


drive are two grand in the red and| 
/are making a strong bid for dona- 


tions. For $1 listeners are offered 
a quarterly dry mag and member- 


ship. 





|and Waycross. 





Speechifying WSBers 

Atlanta, Nov. 19. 
J. Leonard Reinsch, WSB’s gen- 
eral manager, last week made four 
speeches in Macon, Athens, Dalton 
Marcus Bartlett, 
mill’s production manager, addressed 
Georgia Military Academy students 
at College Park, while News Editor 


| Walter Paschal spoke to studes at 


| West Georgia College i 
they feel the creative urge instead. | ; Relig arse 


Elmo Israel, publicity director, 


| took time out to tell joursalism stu- 


| dents at University of Alabama, in| week after his turn on the Fred 
| Tuscaloosa, 


locally over WOR, New York. Max- 
on is the agency for both accounts. 
Understood the reason Mission 1s 
dropping the show is because the 
company is having trouble with dis- 
tribution of its product, due to labor 
difficulties. 

Show will remain as a WOR Socal 
for the present, but it’s believed it 
will be extended to the network in 
a few weeks, now that it’s spon- 
sored by GE, which has national 
distribution. Series was heard over 
the network as a sustainer, but was 


|cancelled off the other stations when 


Mission took over sponsorship in 


|New York. 


Andy McDermott’s Job 


Montreal, Nov. 19. 

Andy McDermott has moved here 
as manager of the Montreal office of 
Jeseph Hershey McGillvra, Ameri- 
cari station sales rep. --He comes 
from Toronto. 

McDermott was once a VARIETY 
| reporter, 














Kenny Baker’s concert date at 
Shreveport, La., Auditorium, sched- 
uled for Friday (15) was cancelled 
|by an epidemic of infantile paraly- 
isis. He flies out of New York each 





Allen show, for the concerts. 


———-- a 
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CBS LOOKS OVER MEXICO 








Canadian Musicians Toughen Up 
On ‘Job-Eliminating’ Transcriptions 





Montreal, Nov. 19. 


Canadian musicians union is adopt- 
ing stiffer attitude towards transcrip- 
tions, nixing any compromise on 
rates and even forbidding recording 
work entirely where union feels it 
will put men ‘out of work. Latest in- 
stance involves Standard Brand’s 
Tenderleaf Tea (‘One Man’s Family’), 
where, according to changes in 
American script continuity necessi- 
taled by local requirements, an or- 
ganist has to be employed here. 
Agency suggested that theme song 
for ‘One Man’s Family’ be recorded 
and offered to pay the regular union 
fees established for such disc work. 
Union officials, however, decreed 
that, since the organist would be 
paid only the equivalent of four 
weeks where he could normally ex- 
pect to be engaged for 39 or 52 broad- 
casts, the recording assignment in 
this instance was out of line with 
usual union rates. 

It is understood that officials of the 
Musicians Guild of Montreal (local 
406, A. F. of M.) are taking stand 
that permission should no longer be 
granted to transcribe any theme song 
on programs where live talent was 
previously employed. The ‘One Man’s 
Family’ case, from accounts, has been 
submitted to the International union, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
for a final ruling. Musical interlude 
is from 48 to 90-second duration on 
each program. 

Heretofore there has been consid- 
erable leeway in musicians’ rates, due 
to fact that there were three or four 
unions in this district. Since October 
last, however, all the independent 


unions have given up their charters | 





of Montreal In one union. As a re- 
sult the union now intends to make 
the International (A. F. of M.) scales 
of payment stick where they weren’t 
adhered to before. 

Musicians’ salaries throughout this 
district have been upped from 10 to 
50% since last year. Fees for radio 
work, live talent and recording, are 
being fully maintained. Prior to Oc- 
tober unions had their own scale 
here, considerably lower than that 
established by A. F. of M. 

Chances are, however, that the 
radio picture will be given further 
attention some time in February or 
March, prior to the annual conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Musicians, 


MEX STATIONS 
NICK ‘TALENT 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 
Economic times being what they 
are in Mexico, radio performers have 
accepted without the expected yow] 








'a novelty nick most local stations 


| 


have imposed upon them. This nick 
is a 5% cut from their pay ‘for the 
use of the studios and the micro- 
phone.’ 

This impost is part of the studios’ 


}economic retrenchment program. 








NBC’s new radio center will be/| 


and merged with the Musicians Guild Frisco’s first windowless building. 


ROYAL FOLLOWS 


Mexico May Play Altered 


Role in Future—Realloca- 





Under Mexican Control 
Are Possible Factors 





OTHER ASPECTS 


—_——__—_ 


Mexico is foreseen by American 
radio insiders as probably playing a 
different role in 1941 than heretofor. 
Closer collaboration between Mexico 
and the U.S.A. just now will play a 
part. So will the reallocation 
treaty when it becomes effective in 
March. A further development is 
the probable acquisition of border 


stations under Mexican rather than 
American promoter capitol. Emilio 
Azcarraga of XEW and XEQ in 
Mexico City has long been laboring 
in this direction and since his return 
to Mexico is believed‘to have hast- 
ened the tempo of developments. 
Meantime Herbert Akerberg, CBS 
v.p. in charge of station relations, 
leaves tomorrow (Thursday) for 
Mexico to undertake what is re- 
ported to be the formation of an af- 
filiated hookup in that country. It 
is the first time that any American | 
network has set out to extend its 
operations into Mexico on a regular 
commercial basis. The Ford Sun- 
day night concerts were fed to a six- 
station Mexican network last sea- 
lson but this was something put 








tion and Border Stations: 


UAKERRE RE. TOUR: ‘(BS Considers Program to Stimulate 


Americans In Spanish Language Study 





through by the account itself eae | 
|the N. W. Ayer agency and a Mexi- 
can time broker. 

John F. Royal, NBC’s head of 
shortwave and television operations, 
leaves next Wednesday (27) for 
Mexico City but the purpose in this 
case, explains NBC, is merely at- 
tendance at the inauguration of 


Mexico’s new president, General 
Manuel Avilla Camacho. The visit 
is being made on invitation. Colum- 


bia received a similar invitation but 
Akerberg, it is said, will take the 
occasion to survey the broadcasting 
| situation in Mexico and see what can 
be done toward lining up some af- 
filiation deals. 
Paleys’ Trip 

It is believed that William S. 
Paley, CBS prez, will give considera- 
tion to affiliation projects during his 
current tour of South America, with 
the stations in this instance being 
linked up by shortwave. The cities 
that would be represented by outlets 
in this South American circuit are 
Rio de Janerio, Santiago, Lima and 
Buenos Aires. NBC has maintained 
commercial as well as sustaining re- 
lations with South American outlets 
but the commercial angle has only 
figured in isolated cases, such as 
United Fruit and Standard Oil of 
|New Jersey’s sponsorship of the Joe 
|Louis-Arturo fight (Feb. 9), when 
| South American stations rebroad- 
cast the shortwave versions sent out 
by NBC's Jersey transmitters. 








| Mann Holiner, Coast radio head of 

Benton & Bowles agency, 
| Rapp, scripter of Maxwell House air- 
show, east by plane for home office 
parley. 


and Phil | 


A program payne stimulate the study 
of the Spanish language in the 
United States is in contemplation at 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
as a part of the prospective 11 p.m. 
‘showcase’ hour, on which the web’s 
program department has been work- 
ing for some time. Exact character 
of the program has not been de- 
termined, but will not be actual les- 
sons in Spanish. 

Realization that the language bar- 
rier must be overcome if better 
Pan-American relations are to follow 
has been prevalent among the more 
advanced thinkers on the subject in 
the U. S. A. Hence CBS interest. 

William Paley, CBS president now 
touring South America, has, with his 
wife, lately acquired a working 
knowledge of the Spanish language. 


REFUGEE KIDS 
TARGET OF BBC 


Toronto, Nov. 19. 

British refugee children, in the 
safety of homes throughout the Do- 
minion, will now be cheered in a 
series of weekly broadcasts on a 
| special ‘Children’s Hour’ from Great 
| Britain arranged by Geoffrey Shakes- 
| peare, Under-Secretary for Dominion 
| Affairs. 
| Under the plan, parents in the 
| British Isles will be give an oppore- 
tunity of speaking to their children 
| across the Atlantic, the two-way con- 
versations to be heard in Canada and 
the motherland. 
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PHILIP MORRIS LOOKS INTO HILLBILLIES; 
REGIONAL WEBS STAND TO BENEFIT 





Old Gold, Camels Also ‘Exploit the Fringe Market—_ —WSB BRINGS IN 13 


Corn Stuff Pays 


Audience 
Philip Morris may go in for hill- 
billy shows on a wide scale. If it 


dces it will be by the regional net- 
work and local station route. Reg- 
gie Schuebel, the Biow agency's ra- 
dio director, said last week that so 
far it was merely a matter of exam- 
ining the possibilities of hillbilly 
fare and finding out what was avail- 
able. 

It would make Philip Morris’ first 
bid for the rural trade on a special- 
ized probram. Old Gold has been 


doing it for the past several weeks | 


with a Ranger transcription series, 
while Camel has had its ‘Grand Old 
Opry House’ out of WSM, Nashville, 
for thé past two seasons. 

Two sources that the Biow agency 
has already inquired into for its hill- 
billy entertainment are the Michi- 
gan Network and Western Radio 
System. Theory that has caused 
these cig manufacturers to gravitate 
toward this type of entertainment 
is that it does a highly effective job 
in getting to people who listen 
strictly to local stations and whose | 
loyalty to such programs produces a | 


comparatively strong percentage of | 


sales. 

Biow agency last week denied the 
report that it planned to restrict its 
Philip Morris musical programs on 
NBC and CBS to BMI tunes during 
the next few days so as to get a line 
on listener reaction to this class of 
song fare. It was explained that it 
would go on using only some BMI 


music until that time the networks | 


notified it to drop all ASCAP tunes. Probably would take over studios in | 





WHO Golden Gloves tournament 
will be Jan. 24 and 31, 
14, to be 


Feb. 7 and | 
held at the Shrine audi- | 


Off Through Loyalty of | 





+ 


That Rinso Look 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Sartorially, Edward G, Robin- 
son’s ‘Big Town’ crew. should 
run up the highest CAB rating 
in town. Ukase from Ruthrauff 
& Ryan agency decrees formal 
or semi-formal attire for all per- 
formers. 

Thumbed down are. sweat- 
shirts, sports regalia and other 
Hollywood garb. 











KQW AS 90 KW. 
LIKELY CBSER 


San Francisco, Nov. 19. 
Application for 50,000 kw for KQW, 
; San Jose, was filed with the federal ; 








| government this week by Ralph Brun- | appears: 


ton of KQW-KJBS. Reqtest for per- 
mission to erect plant at Alviso cost- 
ing between $175,000 and $200,000 


tive only if station moved to 740 kc 
as Skedded under Havana treaty, 
thus achieving CBS affiliation. 

If wave-change goes through and 
power boost is granted, KQW would 
become CBS outlet in January, 1942. 





| Palace hotel, at present rented from | 
CBS by its outlet, KSFO. 
Meanwhile in January of this year, 





was entered with specific reservation | {shows at 1:30 p.m.; 
that power jump is to become effec- | Night WSB Barn 





Atlanta, Nov. 19. 


singers to its staff. They've been 


assigned to five sustainers, two of 


new batch of talent, most of them 
ex-network artists. All of 


which they appear are under direc- 
| tion of John Lair and Glenn Hughes, 
| formerly of NBC’s Plantation Party. | 

Those added to WSB’s talent staff | 
are: 

Dwight Butcher, formerly on NBC's 
Renfro Valley; Hank Penny, CBS 
entertainer; Harpo Kidwell, formerly | 
with Plantation Party; Marvin Tay- 
lor and Doug Spivey, Renfro Valley 
Pine Ridge Boys; Lewis DuMont, 
from Beverly Hillbillies, Hollywood; 

Boudleux Bryant, fiddler from Chat- 
pore Warren Sykes, harmonica 
| Player, and the Four ‘Cumberland 
Valley Girls of Renfro Valley. 

WSB’s progam schedule lists fol- 
lowing shows on which this talent 
Around the Cracker Bar- 
rel, daily at 8:30 a.m.; Dixie’s Farm 
Hour, daily at 5:30 a.m.; Little Coun- 





|try Church House, Monday through 


| Thursday at 10:45 a.m.; daily variety 

and Saturday 
Dance at 10:30 
p.m. 


Rambeau Reps WHB 
Kansas City, Nov. 19. 
WHB has appcinted William G. 
| Rambeau as national sales represent- 
ative for the station. Rambeau will 
also provide national representation 








the Brunton station loses its present | 


| for the Kansas State Network in the 
territory outside Missouri, Kansas, 


TO SWELL TALENT 


Filling requirements under its ex- | 
panding entertainment setup, WSB | 
has added 13 additional musicians and | 


them started since the signing of this | 


these | 
performers and the productions on | 


Never Before On The Air 


(An Occasional Department Devoted to the Unique, the Unprecedented 
and the Slightly Amazing in the History of Broadcasting) 





Vox Pop will originate 





Americans in Canadian Army Camp 

‘somewhere in Canada’ Nov. 28. 
Butterworth and Parks Johnson will quiz members of the armed forces 
of the Dominion, but subject to military censorship requirements. It's 


Wallace 


sponsored by Kentucky Club Tobacco and believed to be first time a 
Yankee radio program has come out of a foreign army camp. 





A Deaf and Dumb Quiz 


by Wayne Mack. 


| 
| In connection with the Community Fund, Station WGAR, Cleveland, 
| conducted a quiz of the deaf and dumb. Finger semaphore translated 





Makes Program of Man’s Collapse 


When a visitor had a heart attack Tuesday (12) in WCPO’s Cincinnati 
sidewalk studio, Tom McCarthy, who was at the teletype preparing one of 


| his newscasts, signaled for a switchoff of musical recordings in an upstairs 


_him to General Hospital. 


studio and made a special event of what transpired before him. 
The Life Squad was summoned and McCarthy described how the fire- 
| men worked to resuscitate the victim, bundled him in blankets and removed 


Pays for Radio Series in Advance 


| Welfare Finance Corp. tried WSAI, Cincinnati, during the election, liked 


| the results, contracted for Dick Bray’ 


s sportscast, Then came the develop- 


ment that bowled over WSAI: sponsor sent a five figure check paying for 
the radio time in full and in advance, 





DEPLORE INFERENCES 


Esty 





Necessarily Mean Anything 





William Esty agency stated last 
week that even though it was scout- 
|ing the field for some new shows it 
| wasn't to be inferred that the quest 
involved replacements for Camel's 
‘Meet Mr. Meek’ and Bob Crosby 
programs. No decision, it was said, 
has been made on the renewal of 
these two shows. Their renewals 
come up the first week in December. 

The agency, it was added, has some 
new accounts that want to go on the 
air. 








WEXL, Royal Oak, Increasing 
Detroit, Nov. 19. 
FCC has approved boosting the 
operating power of WEXL, in Royal 
Oak, from 50 to 250 watts, on un- 
| limited time. Manager J. B. Sparks 
said the station would begin operat- 





| ing on its increased power as soon | 


9 QUIZ SHOWS 


Scouts But Says It Doesn't) 


WKLY. ON WIMJ 


Milwaukee, Nov. 19. 
With the acquisition of ‘Informa- 
tion, Please’ on Friday nights, 


WTMJ is now broadcasting nine 
quiz shows a week, five of them net- 
work programs, the other four sta- 
tion shows locally sponsored. There 
is at least one quiz every day in the 
week, and on some days two or 
three, 

The NBC shows include ‘Truth or 








| Consequences,’ ‘Battle of the Sexes,’ 
Kay Kyser and Dr. I. Q., while the 
| local quizzes with cash or merchan- 
| dise prizes include the Sidewaik Re- 
| porters, on at noon five days a week; 
Song Doctor, on every weekday; ‘Hot 


torium, Des Moines. Bill Brown, | web affiliation with Mutual-Don |and Southern Nebraska and Iowa. /|as a new antenna and new trans- | Off the Gridiron,’ on every Sunday, 
WHO sports ecitor, is director of the | Lee, duplication of service with| Bryan P. Murphy, Kansas City, rep- | mitter building are completed, prob- | and ‘Winsom,’ on every Thursday 
tourney. | KFRC being given as reason. resents the KSN in these states. | ably within 90 days. | night. 











TOWARD RENEWALS ON EVEN 
LARGER HOOKUPS 


The makers of American Bird 





TOWARD MUTUAL AS No. § 
NETWORK FOR NEWS 


Boake Carter for United Airlines, 
Arthur Hale for Richfield Oil, 
Gabriel Heatter for Liberty Mag- 
azine, Fulton Lewis and Dorothy 
Thompson for various sponsors, 
Raymond Gram Swing for Gen- 
eral Cigar, Wythe Williams for 


Products, Bayuk “Phillies”, ‘blue 
coal’, Gillette Blades, LaRosa 
Spaghetti, Wheeling Steel, Rich- 
field Oil, White Owl are among 
those whose greater sales meant 
a sales-wise increase of stations, 





American Safety Razorl 


TOWARD THE SUCCESS OF A 
STATION OPERATED NETWORK 


In its growth from 3 to 161 sta- 
tions, Mutual has held to one 
belief: the best interests of broad- 
casting are served by a network 
where stations receive a full 
share of the profits and retain 
local autonomy of eperation, 
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~All Television Engineers Look Alike 





An Afternoon in the Exciting Hideaway at CBS— 


Still Can’t Find 


Anything Wrong 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 

Some 2,000 persons, many of them 
celebrities, most of them skeptics, 
have trooped in recent months into 
a suite of offices on the fifth floor of 
485 Madison avenue in New York to 
see Columbia’s and Peter Goldmark’s 
much-touted color television. This 
hideaway of engineering genius and 
patience has existed for some four 
years in the very center of that bee- 


_ hive of super-salesmanship and slick 


operation which passes under the 
magic letters ‘CBS,’ and means the 
radio network that made good. But 
until recently this lab was known 
only to the few insiders. Today these 
offices and the machines and men in 
them may be the most exciting and 
provocative premises in American 
broadcasting. Certainly it is at CBS. 
Because all the evidence suggests 
that the supposedly improbable has 
raced home a winner. 

An unknown engineer popped into 
Paul Kesten’s office at Columbia in 
1936 and babbled about television 
with that other-world quality char- 
acteristic of those who function in 
the higher levels of spectrum calcu- 
lations. In a moment of occult suf- 
fusion Kesten hired this man, not 
Jong away from Austria, at a 
pominal stipend. His name was Peter 
Goldmark and he now sits at a large 
panting console of knobs and com- 
poses color combinations to astonish 
Pisitors and inflame CBSers. Gold- 
fiark’s greatest achievement technic- 
Ply, the visitors learn, is a high 
fustrous yellow, hardest of all colors 
b transmit. And the excitement of 
he CBSers is understandable be- 
Buse that handsome Edam cheese 


| « - 


tint holds unmistakable hints of the 
glitter of gold. 

And so the Klondike-conscious line 
forms to the left, stomps out cigar- 
ettes before entering and explores 
the unpretentious inner sanctum, 
where a camera to experiment on 
moving actors and props is being 
assembled, each perfect part at a 
time, and all made by hand. The 
whole engineering crew is engaged 
in the laborious processes of splitting 
nothing into one-thousandth of an 
imperceptible suggestion. 

Can’t Find Anything Wrong 

But while the engineers (who all 
look alike, sharing the same intel- 
lectual vibrations!) perform their 
inscrutable tasks, and Peter Gold- 
mark draws diagrams to make it 
simple enough for west side journal- 
ists to understand (maybe), the most 
newsworthy fact about the fifth floor 
suite is that so far nobody, and the 
CBSers have tried the hardest, has 
thus far found out what’s wrong 
with Goldmark’s color television. 

If it is ever fair to generalize on the 
mental attitude of 2,000 prospectors 
it may be stated that Columbia’s 
reputation for berng more clever 
than the Chinese has resulted in a 
particularly sharp lookout for the 
mirrors, something out of Thurston. 
But apparently there is nothing be- 
hind CBS’ color television set but 
the engineering magic of young Doc 
Goldmark. It all seems as natural as 
the crowds in the CBS elevators. 








Salt Lake City—Dave Roberts, 1r>- 
cently of RKO pictures in Los An- 
|geles, is recent addition to the 
|KDYL announcing staff. 





NOVICES EDGE 
OVER VETERANS 





Chairman James L. Fly at 


Washington Press Confer- 
ence Admits Fears of New 
Type Broadcasting Falling 


Into Old Hands Is Upper-| 


most in FCC Policy 


—_. 


NEWCOMERS SLOW 





Washington, Nov. 19. 

Veteran holders of broadcasting 
tickets go to bat in the frequency 
modulation field with one strike al- 
ready called. Mounting animosity 
on the part of Federal Communica- 
tions Commission regulators has been 
demonstrated, and the desire to 
bring ‘new blood’ into the radio busi- 
ness gives an advantage to any ap- 
plicant for FM papers who had not 
been engaged in radio. 

Providing he is legally and finan- 
cially able and has the proper en- 
gineering advice, all any novice has 
to do is to hire a station operator 
with knowledge of what it’s all about 
and prepare a transmission schedule 
which will enhance the ‘Public Wel- 
fare.’ Then, if he follows the advice 
of the experts, he should find that 
the kilocycle cops will be sympa- 
thetic to him as a newcomer, The 
FCC uneasiness about possible mo- 
nopolization of the upper part of the 
spectrum is that strong. With their 
concern about social reforms, the 
New Deal element is predisposed to 


LOOD IN 
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Repeat Pulaski-Praising Broadcast 


As Special Polish Station Event 





favor applicants not in the business 
at present. 

| This slant was acknowledged last 
| week by Chairman James L. Fly. At 
‘his press conference, the head regu- 
/lator clearly indicated one reason 
more applications have not been 
|granted is the Commission’s desire 
to attract ‘independents’ who have 
been slow to file requests. While he 
agreed that it is ‘perfectly natural’ 
for experienced operators to hop on 
the FM bandwagon, Fly showed his 
preference for the ‘new blood’ idea. 
He thought the industry as a whole 
would benefit more if novices get a 
| substantial proportion of the FM 
tickets than if the existing industry 
‘merely moves upstairs. Regulators 
|; are ‘quite sympathetic,’ according to 
|Fly, to any ambitious groups want- 
ing in. 

This ties directly into the idea that 
more competition is urgent in radio. 
Fly was fearful that the present 
operators might want FM papers 
jonly to prevent development of en- 
terprises that would become costly 
rivals. He believed it would be most 
healthy and would result in greater 
progress if FM frequencies went 
mostly to newcomers. The Comish, 
he said, will ‘welcome’ more requests 
from individuals and groups not now 
engaged in broadcasting, although he 
acknowledged that in some cases ex- 
|} perience may be more beneficial to 
|the public than enthusiasm. As far 
|as Fly is concerned, he wants to see 
'more of that ‘old college spirit.’ 











Oklahoma City—Joe Bernard is 
the new commercial manager for 
KOCY. He comes from WHLD, 
| Niagara Falls. 











Rinso (Lever Bros.) is placing a 
recorded version of the American- 
ism script which opened the Ed- 
ward G. Robinson-‘Big Town’ series 
this season (Oct. 9) on nine Polish- 


language stations. The central fig- 
ure of the story was a jeweler named 
Pulaski and the play outlined the 
significant part played in the found- 
ing and history of the American Re- 
public by a long line of patriots of 
the same name. The drama closed 
with a plea for racial tolerance and 
national unity. 

The stations scheduled to carry 
the disked version, with Ruthrauff & 


| Ryan doing the booking, are WGES, 


Chicago; WHOM, Jersey City; WJBK, 
Detroit; WBRE, Wilkes-Barre; 
WEMP, Milwaukee; WWSW, Pitts- 
burgh; WPEN, Philadelphia; WCOP, 
Boston, and WHLD, Niagara Falls. 
The script has already been pub- 
lished in several Polish language 
newspapers. Editors of the latter 
had asked for copies. 





NEW RADIO V.P. 


McKee & Albright Agency Names 
McFadden—Thomas Also Upped 





Earl Baldwin Thomas, formerly 
with N. Y. Ayer, has been named v.p. 
in charge of the McKee & Albright 
agency’s New York office. Armand 
Deutsch, who handled this assign- 
ment, is now stationed permanently 
on the Coast with the Rudy Vallee- 
Sealtest show. 

J. A. McFadden, of the McK-A 
agency’s Philadelphia office, has been 
made v.p. in charge of radio. 
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TOWARD THE STRONGEST 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE YET 
OFFERED BY MUTUAL 


* Joan Blondel y 

* Boake Carter (| 
* Frank Forrest 
* Gabriel Heatter 
* Fulton Lewis, Jr. 
* Captain Midnight 
* The Lone Ranger 
* The Shadow 
* Leopold Stokowski 






TOWARD 70—80—90 STATION 
COMMERCIAL HOOKUPS 
Mutual's new Volume Plan, first 


marketed this spring, has 
attracted such radio-wise adver- 


* Raymond Gram Swing 
* Dorothy Thompson 
* Wythe Williams 


tisers as: American Safety Razor, 
General Cigar Company, The 
Wander Company, White Labs, 
each placing over 76 stations. 


lhe vadie weather vanes all, \fotnk lhe same way ~tward lhe 


MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


AMERICA'S 


ONLY STATION-OPERATED NETWORK 


seaueeca 





32 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 20, 1940 








Canadian Broadcasters Prepare For 


Court Tiff With 





Montreal, 


Official notice from the Canadian 


Nov. 19. | 


Association of Broadcasters went out | 


last week to members that the ques- 
tion of music royalties will have to 
be submitted to the courts in view 
fact that 


of the 


ciety during 


; negotiations with | (Wednesday) in the inauguration of 
the Canadian Performing Rights So- | 





Own Perf. Society 


Spitainy’s G.E. Event 





Schenectady, Nov. 19. 
Phil Spitalny’s orchestra! and sing- 
ing unit will participate tomorrow 


General Electric’s experimental fre- 


ast year having been | quency-modulation outlet, W2XOY. 


unsatisfactory it will be necessary t0| located in the Heldeberg mountains. | 
appear before the Appeal Tribunal Spitalny will put on an hour's pro- 


to submit arguments against in- 


creased rate of performing rights | atre. 


fees for 1941.’ 
The Appeal Board will sit in Ot- 
tawa early in December. 


gram from the local Proctor’s the- 
Speakers for the ceremonies 
will be Charles E. Wiison, GE prez; 
Dr. W. R. G. Baker, manager of ra- 


Station dio and television, and Robert S. 


men are being asked to forward com- | Peare, director of GE publicity. 


“plete information on number of 


W2XOY will have its studios in 


hours in which transcriptions are the same quarters with WGY and 
being used either for commercial or the signals to the experimental out- 


sustaining programs. 
Performing Rights Society wants | 
fees raised from 8 to 12 or 14 cents| 
per radio receiving set in use. Cana- | 
dian broadcasters want CPRS rates | 
reduced from 8 to 5 cents per set, 
claiming greatly reduced number of 
musical programs now in use in 
Canada because of preponderance of 
script and quiz shows. Reported 
that Canadian station men are con- 
sidering possibility of using the three- 
cent reduction, if granted, to buy in 
on BMI. 


KDKA Girl Sec’y Sells 


Poetry to a Sponsor 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. 
Poetry written by Marjorie Thoma, 
secretary and assistant to publicity 





director at KDKA, has just landed al BMI members. 





let will be carried by shortwave. 
Understanding is that the Canadian | A 





TEXAS IN MOVE 
TO BACK UP BMI 


| 
| 
| 
j 





Fort Worth, Nov. 19. 
At a meeting of broadcasters from 


| 


| seven states last geek it was agreed | 


to reinforce radio’s stand against | 
ASCAP by setting up a _ central 
copyright clearance point in Fort | 
Worth, using the joint facilities of | 
WFAA-KGKO. Bureau goes into ef- 
fect after Dec. 1. The meeting also 
endorsed BMI and produced more 





sponsor on that station, Braun Bak-|  ctyart Sprague, traveling BMI 


ing Co. of Pittsburgh. Gal, who! lawyer was the main. speaker.) 
joined staff in April, 1939, had been | yaroig Hough was chairman. O. L. 
at station only eight months when Tavlor. director of the N.AB. dis- 
she was given an opportunity to! trict No. 13 and Herb Hollister. di- 
write romantic verses for a program rector of No. 12. were among those 
called ‘To You’ and read over &! present, , 
musical background. Show stayed | 





on air until last July. | 

Last month, show in slightly re- | 
vised form was purchased by Braun 
and set for 26 weeks. Show’s labeled 
‘Town Talk Dream Weaver’ and con- 
sists of Miss Thorma’s poetry read by 
Paul Shannon, announcer, and ac- 
companied on organ by Bernie Arm- 
strong. 


Denver—Wendell Barcroft, KFEL 
announcer, moves to a similar job 
at KGGM, Albuqurque,. 

Robert Young, KOA announcer 
and second lieutenant, has been 
called for a year’s service with the 
army. He expects to return to KO-. 
after the year. 








| 
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Nt to NBC 
“°Mmercig) 

“Your Hollywood News Giri’’— the amazingly suc- 
cessful Stella Unger—is now available in an NBC 
recorded program at a bargain cost that will make 

your eyes glisten. For the price of just one month's 

NBC Thesaurus service, you get 156 programs 

—3 a week for 52 weeks! 


es 


«Hollywood Headliners” can be programmed as a 
5-minute show, or it also may be used with NBC 
Thesaurus music as a 15-minute program. 
Free Bonus—As a bonus to present NBC The- 
saurus subscribers, we are sending 8 trial programs 
free—plus a special opening and closing announce- 
ment record! These recordings may be used until 
December 15th—and Thesaurus subscribers have 
options in their markets till that date. 





Get full details on this sensational value, today! 


m «NBC: 
ee : 3 Ly 







dio-Recording Division 
National Broadcasting Company 


RCA Building, Radio Gity, New York - Merchandise 
Mart, Chicago - Sunset and Vine, Hollywood 








ASCAP Light-Throwers 


Take to Road, Explain 
Clauses to Stations 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has dis- 
patched a squad of representatives 
from the home offices to explain to 
station licensees throughout’ the 
country the terms of the Society’s 
new contract. Each man was given 
a specified route and instructions to 
devote as much time necessary at 
each stop in making clear every 
point raised by the licensee. 
group set out on its respective tours 
Monday (18). 

The ASGAP management 
that this procedure was not under- 


'taken as a sales campaign but rather 


to enlighten those stations that have 
wrigten in that certain phases of the 
proposed agreement are too compli- 


The | 


stated 


——— 











+ From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 
| Blevins Davis, of NBC, had 110 (more or less) in for cocktails Saturday 
at his flat....Hal Davis, late Columbia Record publicist, handling WBNX 
as an account....KNX’s Don Thornburgh in town....Jim Hanrahan of 
Scripps-Howard radio in from Memphis. ...the cry ‘hey, novelist!’ fails to 
halt passerby Abe Schecter....His ‘Go ahead, Garrison’ came out—bad 
showmanship—two days before election....Frank Lovejoy and Al Rinker 
collabed on ‘1 Get the Blues from Reviews’ done Sunday night on the 
Columbia Workshop and due for repeating at the next Lambs Gambol..., 
that was Sydney Moseley, the ex-London radio editor and present WMCA 
commentator, who bobbed up with the question out of the Town Hall 
audience over NBC last Thursday.... 

Larry Nixon now doing publicity for H. A. Bruno and associates. . 
Revuers due back on Blue, but Sundays at 4:30 p.m. 


William Doerr, Jr., sales manager at WEBR, Buffalo, visiting New York 
offices of Weed & Co.....Dick Teela, producer for KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, 
| Iowa, starts on a production job at Columbia Dec, 1....Teela was former- 


ee 


| ly a vocalist on the Breakfast Club, Armour Hour and other Chicago pro- 


cated for them to understand. The | ductions before joining KSO-KRNT several years ago....Bert Henderson, 


explanatory letter sent along with 
applications by ASCAP, these broad- 


casters have advised ASCAP, seems | 


statements | 
contract by | 


to be in conflict with 
made about the new 
traveling representatives from Broad- 
cast Music, Inc. Also that they would | 
not be inclined to signature the new 
ASCAP contract unless the conflict- 
ing statements were cleared up for 
them. 

Most of the above letters, accord- 
ing to the Society, were received | 
from non-network affiliated stations | 
which under the new agreement 
would fall within the classes pay- 
ing but 3% or 4% in commercial | 
fees. 








Connecticut Ban On ASCAP 
Bridgeport, Nov. 19. 

Connecticut BMI stations ban, 
ASCAP music from all local pro-| 
grams, commercial and sustaining, as 
of Dec. 1. 

Move, which means that only net- 
work commershes’ will contain 
ASCAP tunes in December, should 
be practically unnoticed as broad- 
casters through state have already | 
cut ASCAP product to minimum. 





Haverlin, Arney Eloquent 
Minneapolis, Nov. 19. 
All but three of the 36 radio sta- 
tions in this 11th district have joined 
BMI, it’s announced. Before the 
N.A.B. meeting here Saturday, there 
were 11 stations outside the fold. 
After hearing Carl Haverlin, BMI 


| station relations’ manager, and C. E. 


Arney, assistant to Neville Miller, 
eight of these signed up. The talks 
were followed by an all-day dis- 
cussion of the ASCAP-BMI conflict. 

There were 21 Minnesota and 


| North and South Dakota stations 


represented at the district meeting. 


| Opposition to the ASCAP demands 


was unanimous and the station man- 


|agers pledged themselves to a last- 


ditch resistance. 


KANSAS STATE WEB 
SETS WINTER PLANS 


Kansas City, Nov. 19. 
Representatives of member §sta- 








| tions of the Kansas State Network | 


met in Kansas City last Thursday 


| (14) and elected Kay Pyle of KFBI. 


Wichita, 
Hollister, 
executive 


Kansas, to succeed Herb 
resigned, on the network 
committee. The group 
also discussed program origination 
plans for the winter and determined 
upon coverage of basketball tourna- 


ments in which Kansas University, | 


Kansas State College and Kansas 


high school teams participate. 


| A permanent network line has 
been installed between Lawrence. 
Kansas, and K. C., making possible 


frequent broadcasts from the state 


university. The telephone line set- 
up of the network is such that any 
member may originate programs and 
the new winter schedule will carry 
Originations from every 
Currently the net is carrying Bix Six 
football games under sponsorship of 
the Ford Motor exmpany. 

Members of t®> KSN are WHB. 
Kansas City (key station): KTSW. 
Emporia; KFBI, Wichita: KSAL, Sa- 
lina, and KVGB, Great Bend. 
| 
| CBS Ban Pleases Fitz 

Detroit, Nev. 19. 

Leo Fitzpatrick, WJR boss, feels 
| vindicated at last. CBS has issued 
,an order against swing versions of 
| any religious,. sacred, gospel, 
them or national anthem. Fitz feels 
| it puts the o.k. on his famous edict 
| against jazzing up old tunes several 
|; years ago when he took Tommy 
| Dorsey off the air for a swinging 
‘Comin’ Through the Rye.’ 





The ban on modernization of reli- 


|'gious music has been in 
| WJR for several years. 


force at 


member. | 


an- | 


with KRNT, Des Moines, will appear with Al Pearce’s Gang Nov. 29. He 
is the second KRNT entertainer to appear on this show in the last two 
months, Tommy Thompson appeared several weeks ago....Henderson is 
a character-actor imitator and also author of the comic strip, ‘Blackout, 
syndicated in many newspapers....Margaret Culkin Banning’s last three 


' ‘It Looks From Here’ talks over NBC blue came from WFBC, Greenville, 
| S.C. 


Mrs. Banning will return to her home base, Duluth, Minn., for com. 
mentary next week. 


‘The O'Neills’ now being aired in Honolulu via transcriptions. ...Flor- 
ence Malone added to ‘Against the Storm’ in a permanent part....Martin 
Gabel will play opposite Helen Hayes in ‘The Outsider’ next Sunday night 
(1)....‘Painted Dreams’ was dropped last week by Procter & Gamble..., 
Nancy Kelly in from the Coast to maxe a ‘triumphal return’ appearance 
on ‘Cavalcade of America,’ on which she got her start....will stay east a 
week to see the shows....Grace George doing ‘Kind Lady’ on ‘Campbei. 
Playhouse Dec. 6....William Morris office set following guests on next 
three ‘Show of the Week’ stanzas—the Radio Rogues, Howard-Shelton, 
Richard Hayden. 

Max Meth, first fiddle with Mark Warnow’s orchestra on the ‘Hit Parade,’ 
is out of the crew during the run of the legit musical, ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ 
for which he’s pit conductor . .. William Lyon Phelps will be guest inter- 
viewed on ‘Met Auditions’ next Sunday (24)...Mary Mason back in the 
cast of ‘Betty and Bob, recorded spot serial produced by C. D. Morris... 
she’s currently appearing in the revival of ‘Charley's Aunt’ at the Cort, 
NM, 2. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Ray Wilson, former writer of the ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ show, set as 
writer-producer of the Wayne King program for Colgate through the 
Sherman & Marquette agency....Stan Harris has replaced John Larkin 
in ‘Backstage Wife’....Alec Templeton escaped possible death when he 
decided to fly rather than drive back to Chi from Washington, Chauffeur 
took auto home and was killed in highway accident....Third WGN artist 
signatured for the Chicago Opera soprano Kathryn Witmer, following set- 
ting of WGN tenor Attilio Baggiore with same outfit. Henry Weber, mu- 
sical director of WGN, is general director of the opera company, 
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Radio Time Salesman Wanted 


New York market. Advertising agency back- 
ground preferred. Address all replies to 
Box 19, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York. 
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pang MAY FEEL 
CuILD DEFEAT 


Justice Steuer Denies AGMA 
Plea to Restrain Petrillo; 
Demand All Concert Solo- 
ists Also Join A. F. M. 








MANY ASPECTS 





Radio and subsequently films, legit 
and all branches of show business 
may be quickly affected by the de- 
cision of N. Y. Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Aaron Steuer denying the Amer- 
ican Guild of Musical Artists appli- 
cation for an injunction against the 
American Federation of Musicians 
and James C. Petrillo, its president. 
While no one can predict develop- 
ments in advance, the situation theo- 
retically can lead to a complete stop- 
page of virtually the entire enter- 
tainment field. Radio would con- 
ceivably be hit first. 

Petrillo’s threatened plan, which 
AGMA delayed by a temporary re- 
straining order and sought to halt 
permanently, is to force all instru- 
mental artists to join his AFM or be 
barred from radio, phonograph re- 
cording, guest solo dates with con- 
cert orchestras and work in films. 
Many AGMA members, insisting on 
their right to belong to a union of 
their own choice, insist they will 
confine themselves to solo recital 
work (which is presumably beyond 
the reach of the music union) or 
even give up their careers rather 
than join Petrillo’s organization. 

Top instrumentalist names are 
booked for dates during the ensuing 
weeks On such radio shows as the 
Ford program, the forthcoming Coca- 
Cola series and several others of a 
concert nature. These artists would 
be appearing as American ‘Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists members and 
under that  union’s jurisdiction. 
Therefore, it would be up to AFRA 
to protect them, not only because of 
its (and other Four A’s affiliates’) 
pledge to do so, but as protection of 
its own jurisdiction. 

Petrillo has threatened to refuse to 
permit any AFM m2mber to appear 
with any AGMA member refusing to 
join AFM. 


HUGH ASPINWALL 





AT KGKO, FT. WORTH 





Fort Worth, Nov. 19. 

Hugh M. Aspinwall, radio veteran 
as producer-writer-announcer, has 
joined the KGKO staff here as pro- 
duction manager of farm programs. 
During his 16 years of broadcasting, 
he has written and produced shows 
for WBBM, Chicago; WJJD, Chi- 
cago; WCCO, Minneapolis; KMOX, 
St. Louis and WISN, Milwaukee. At 
WCCO he originated Fishin’ Time 
and March of Minnesota, both na- 
tional award winners. 

Aspinwall comes here from WHB, 
Kansas City, where he was doing 
program promotion work. In addi- 


tion to his new duties he will con- | 


tinue to produce and 
Chick Martin 
transcribed 


appear as 
in the Purina Mills 
show, 


11,350 ke. band. 





| 
| 





| 





Checkerboard | 


Time, aired three times weekly on | 


60 stations. 


CORPUS CHRISTI GETS 0K 
Corpus Christi, Tex., Nov. 19. 
Construction permit has been 
éranted by the Federal Communica- 
“ons Commission to Earl C. Dunn 
and Charles W. Rossi, operating as 
the Nueces County Broadcasting Co., 
or a new station to be built here. 
Station will operate on 1500 Kc, with 
250 Watts, unlimited time. 
_ City has one other station, which 
is KRIS, operating on 1330 Ke, with 
4 power of 500 watts, unlimited time. 





| 


Station is outlet for NBC and Lone | 


Star chain, 





Pittsburgh — Lloyd G. Chapman | 


ag just been named day news editor 
of KDKA. Joined 


boy in 1938, 


} 
| 
| 


the staff as a page | 


SEE CONCERT UNION FIGH 





KWK, St. Louis, Set For 
Hearing on 50 Kw. Bid 





St. Louis, Nov. 19, 


KWK will be granted a hearing on 
its application to increase its power | 


to 50,000 watts and change its fre- 
quency from 1,350 ke. to 680 ke. Rob- 


ert T, Convey, prez and Ray Dady, | 
station manager, will present the sta- | 


tion’s argument. Currently KWK is 
operating on 5,000 watts during the 


day and 1,000 watts at night on the | 
Expected here that | 


KFEQ, St. Joseph, Mo., which has 
applied for an increase of its power 
to 5,000 watts day and night from 
2,500 watts during the day and 250 
watts at night will appear jointly 
with KWK, 


}  -— 





| NOW 50-50 


Ownership of Three Stations Con- 
firmed by FCC 


| 





} 
Lincoln, Nov. 19. 

FCC this week approved sale of 
one share of stock in the Central 
States Broadcasting System ‘(KOIL, 
Omaha: KFAB and KFOR, Lincoln) 
to the Lincoln Star by the Sidles Co. 
This gives the Sidles Co. 50% of the 
trio, and divides the other 50% 
equally between the Star and the 
Nebraska State Journal. 

This clears up a sale made nearly 
four years ago, when the stations 
were divided between Sidles and the 
| newspapers, without nod from FCC. 
In order that Sidles keep control 
}and put FCC at rest, the Journal 
| took its 25%, and the Star had but 
| 24%, 








Russell Bennett's Big Order Calls 


For Original Music Weekly on WOR 





Russel] Bennett has 
new high in 
ments. Composer who recently re- 
turned from a lengthy Hollywood 
Stay to arrange the score of ‘Pan- 
ama Hattie,’ is doing a weekly 30- 


set himself a 
back-breaking assign- 


minute musical show over WOR- 
Mutual. 
Tabbed ‘Russell 


Book,’ it will offer original compo- 
sitions and arrangements. Bennett 
will compose all the original music 
and will do all the arrangements 
He will also conduct the orchestra, 


| write and deliver all the announce- 
ments and program notes, ete. 
There will be occasional composer- 

;8uests such as Aaron Copeland and 

| Oscar Levant. 

| Series, a sustainer, is spotted et 

| 7-7:30 Sunday nights, opposite Jack 

| Benny on NBC red (WEAF) and 


Bennett's Note | [€WS broadcasts from Europe over 


CBS. 





Sioux City—Eugene T. Flaherty 
has been appointed manager of the 
Sioux City Journal’s KSCJ. 


























1 When consumer demand Is created on 
e ° 

new items or increased on old ones, there 
is more business for the RETAILER and the 


WHOLESALER, 


WLW, The Nation's Station, can always be de- 
pended upon to create instant demand on the 
new products which it advertises and to main- 


tain or increase the movement on the good 
: 


old regular ‘standbys.’ 


We have found this to be true for a long time, 
and our customers recognize and realize this 
fact also. They always anticipate Increased 
business on WLW advertised products. 









REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamericen Broedcasting & Television Corp. 


WL 


LEO F. LANGEFELS, 
Manager 
Cincinnati Branch 
McKesson-Robbins 















lt has been our experience through the 

* years, when Drug Store items are adver- 
tised over the Nation's top radio station, WLW, 
that sales immediately make a sharp upward turn. 


CINCINNATI DRUG WHOLESALERS SAY: 


“WLW 


—_ 





CREATES INSTANT DEMAND” (1) 
MOVES MERCHANDISE CONSISTENTLY” (2) 
MAKES SALES TAKE SHARP UPWARD TURN” (3) 


As oa wholesale drug distributor of many 
* 9 _ P at . P 
years’ experience in the Cincinnati trading 


and stores we contact. 











This condition, obviously, puts our buyers on 
their mettle’ and makes it necessary for them 
to order more frequently and in larger quan- 
tities in order to supply the demand thereby 


created. 


A. 
Hale-Justice Drug Co. 


THE NATION'S 


W. PETERS, Manager 


crea, | can safely say that products advertised 
over WLW move consistently through our house 


JOSEPH SCHNEIDER, 
President 

The Cincinnati Economy 
Drug Co. 
































Sen Francisco — International Radlw Seles. 


STATION 
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Market 


Blue Ribbon Books... 





Denalan (Dental Plate Cleanser).Rufus Rhoades....... 
Farnsworth Television & Radio.N. W. 


(According to Reports from VARIETY’S ‘Radio | 


Cities’ ) 


Account Agency Time Purchases 
Albers Bros. Milling........... Erwin, Wasey...... cecuacietae tne % Hours 
American Popcorn Co.......... Buchanan-Thomas ........ Announcements 
ee I Co as on 2 oa bane es Harvey-Massengale.............- 1% Hours 
Beaumont Laboratories......... H. W. Kastor..............Announcements 
Beech-Nut Packing....... -»+-. Newell-Emmett ..+.-.-Announcements 


Spots 


oo eee eee eee ee eee 


CORSET PIOUS. 005i ceccccacers ge SE . PPO EPeTT eT TETy Tee 5-Min. 
Carter Products (Arrid)....... Small & Seifler..wcccccess Announcements 
Carter Products (Little Liver 

Peer ee Tee eee eT er Street & Finney..........Anmnouncements 
Chelsea Cigareties....cccsccece- Warwick & Legler...... ....Participations 
ee Young & Rubicam...... paieceeons 10-Min. 
Compagnie Parisienne......... i ee ee Spots 


Ayer ......Chain Breaks 














Flamingo Sales (Nail Polish)...Milton Weinberg.......... Announcements | merchandise is maintained. 
COMETGL BEES... 00s ve cccsccces PD Mr bce dc oesesccudiesess % Hours) Rose Claire, station commentator 
Greyhound Bus Lines.......... Beaumont & Hohman............ 4% Hours’ on clothing styles, {!s used. The 
Grove’s Bromo Quinine........ J. Walter Thompson..... ....10-Min. News | eommercial is inserted with the info 
Charles Gulden (Mustard)..... Charles W. Hoyt.......... eee y ¥% Hours | that while New York and Hollywood 
Luden’s Cough Drops.......... J. M. Mathes..... TTTTTTT TTT Chain Breaks are paying stiff prices for the gowns 
Manhattan Soap Co............ Franklin Brack..cccicesecss %-Hour News and pe 8 just discussed they are 
Mishawake Rubber & Woolen.. Campbell-Ewald ...................- Spots available at the local store at pop | 
|Red Heart Dog Food........... Henri, Hurst & McDonald........... Spots | prices. Program is aired six times | , 
| Musterole ae hawk dubia bermdie-sa as BWI, WOE. cccccscsccs Announcements | ———-——_--+— S| 
North American Accident Insur- ° 
Ce thar cab bbkbee eresesees ee ree 5-Min. 
|Packard Motors.............--. Young & Rubicam........ Announcements KF] UNITS GAIN, 
|Pacquins Hand Cream...... OL ee ere Announcements | 
Pillsbury Flour Mills...........Hutchinson Adv............. Particip&tions | | ® YOUR 
Pillsbury (Globe A-1).......... Se aay ES Svcs cs a0 oodeee bene ¥, Hours 
ee bannes ...Lake-Spiro-Shurman .....Announcements | Bl ( T H ERS SALES PUNCH 
Reid, Murdoch & Co........... Rogers & Smith.......... Announcements | 
Safeway Stores...... vinetee bau J. Walter -Thompson...... Announcements, | | 
Participations | ® YOUR 
| Sheaffer Pen aa Ul” ee Announcements | | 
'U. S. Playing Card Co......... J. Walter Thompson....../ Announcements | | PRESTIGE 
, Vick’s Cough Drops............Morse International....... Announcements | 
| Willard Tablet Co..............First United Broadcasters........... 5-Min. | 
MEOOE BTIGUGIOS, cc cccssccccess BM REMNATAL. <...6cssevess eanaee Spots Los Angeles, Nov. 19. |] @ YOUR 
Only station to show a gain over | 
the week was KFI, picking up smart- | $ VOLUME 
DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO ly in network and local units. Others | 
dragged the aggregate down into the sh 
TIME LAST WEEK minus brackets. KNX reported lit-| wit 
we ‘tle activity other than participations | 
in the Fletcher Wiley combination. | 
Store City Time Purchases Tabbed ‘Housewives League’ and 
Broadway Dept. Store......... A eee eee ee ..Announcements ‘Sunrise Salute,’ this pair will ac- 
| Broadway DOOt.. BIOTR. csccsees Los Angeles..... 4 Hours, Announcements eount for $220,000 in billing for the | 
|Charles Brown & Sons......... San Francisco............ Participations , year, which KNX points out is more 
Bullocks Dept. Store........... LOG BRIE kik ccwscsosousd Announcements | biz than 60° of the country’s sta- | 
Carson, Pirie, BOO. occ coccsess CCPICOBONs «60s .e+---Time Signals | tions chalk-up. . 
Be SENOR, No wand cs dceeseeegee Re gs lo! re .. Spots KFI: Pacquins Hand Cream, i188 
Joske Bros. Dept. Store........ en. PO. obs iscsece cd Announcements | one-minute transcriptions, through cBs 
Rosenthal’s Dept. Store........ POAIVIMNOTE......  cccccses ee eee ey 2 Hours | William Esty; North American Acci- 
Wolff-Marx Dept. ares San Antonio..............5-Min., % Hours | dent InSurance, 39 five-minute pro- iN 
tain ail ee ee — as ———? grams, through Franklin Bruck; 
Courtland Ferguson, 364 announce-| Bulova Watch, 678 announcements, | 
NAL SP OT ments; Albert Goetz Co. (meat pack- through ma Ca.; racecar ae FAIRMONT 
| ers), through Harry J. Patz, 312 an- 39 quarter-hour programs, through | 


ONLY GAINER 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Nov. 19. 

Loss of time picked up in network 
and local classifications by political 
activity took its toll in last week’s 
unit count in comparison to previous 
| doings. National spot biz, however, 
provides some hypo to the receding 
figures with steady gain a bright 
spot. 











Some important renewals and 
| schedule placing by local retailers 
with eye to Xmas biz, points to rosy 
| possibilities, with all stations report- 
ed okaying most bullish indications 
in years. 

Strong mailing piece titled ‘The 
| with 49 national advertisers using the 
station listed and claim made that 
| N. B. C. Red outlet carries more na- 
| tional spot advertising than rest of 
town’s stations combined. 

WBAL: Fleer’s Double Bubble 
Gum, through N. W. Ayer, 39 an- 
/ nouncements; Reid-Murdoch Co. 
(Monarch foods), through Rogers & 
Smith, Chicago, 156 announcements; 
Zerbst Pharmaceutical, via Barron 
Co., Kansas City, 115 announcements; 
Dill Co. (Espotabs), through Herbert 
Slifer Co,, 526 announcements; Bar- 
basol and Bost Toothpaste, 260 an- 
nouncements via Erwin, Wasey; 
Seven-Up. Bottling Co. through 
Hamblett Agency, Baltimore, 260 
fifteen-minute programs; National 
Brewing Co., through D. Stuart 
Webb, tied up local weekly boxing 
shows for 39-week period; Mangels 
Herrold Co. (King Syrup), through 
Brown-Alexander, 201 spots; J. H. 
Filbert (vegetable margarine), via 


|nouncements; Sun Spot Beverage, 
| 600 five-minute transcriptions; Rey. 
Wm. Detweiler, evangelist, 52 half- 
hour Sunday airings. 

WFBR: Fleer’s Double Bubble 
Gum, through N. W. Ayer, five spots 
a week around juve programs; Coca- 
Cola, renewed _ through D’Arcy 
Agency, ‘Singin’ Sam’ five days a 
week; Read Drug Co., renewed for 
fifth year, participation on ‘Studio 
| Party’; Wm. Cook, undertaker, 
bought ‘House of Dreams’ transcrip- 
| tions for Sunday quarter-hour air- 
| ings. 
| 





Nov. 16 Compared to Nov. 9 | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 

| 8,910 4,841 1,903 15,654 
| 9590 5,661 1,885 17,136 
—7.1% —145% +1% 8.6% 
(Included: WBAL, WCA9, WCBM 
WFBR) : 


LOCAL POT 0’ GOLD 





Listeners Hear (But Only Him) 
j 





Omaha, Nov. 19. 

| Modified Pot-o’-Gold idea being 
used effectively by KOWH here. Ken 
Stewart, production man, makes an- 
nouncement, then calls number by 
phone with listeners getting in on 
half (his) of the conversation. He 
asks if housewife has any of the 
sponsor’s (Miller’s Muffin Mix) on 
hand and if so, pays her $1 per pack- 
age. If none on hand, he sends over 
a couple of packages by special mes- 
senger. 

Idea has caught fancy here and 
proof of efficacy is shown in the in- 
creasing number who report they 
have the stuff on hand. ‘Program is 
on every morning 9 to 9:15, except 
Sunday. Rounded out with music 
and some clever comments by Stew- 
| art, who is vet newspaper man, script 
| writer and special feature newsman. 


| 
J 


| 

















9 Rockefeller Plaza, New Yerk Cit 
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THE MARTINS 


“TEXACO STAR THEATRE” 
CBS, Wednesdays—9 to 10 P.M., EST 
Also “LOUISIANA PURCHASE,” Imperial, N. Y. 
Vocal Arrangements and Direction by HUGH MARTIN 


Personal Management: 


FRED 
Suite 


STEELF 
604 








Columbus 5-2142 


Spots | 





Active National Spot Accounts | St. Louis Retailers No Radio Pact 





‘But One Chain Store Breaks Away to Use KXOK 


to Plug Women’s Apparel 





| St. Louis, Nov. 19. 
| The second defection from a 
| ‘gentleman’s agreement’ of members 
‘of the St. Louis Retail Credit Men’s 
| Assn. against the use of radio as an 
advertising medium was hung up 
|last week when the Three Sisters, 
a chain of popular priced women's 
‘clothes, began a test series on KXOK. 
| A slightly different setup of the local 
programs has been made in compari- 
son with those in other cities where 
a policy of stressing its name and 





weekly, divided between 9:30 and 
7:15 p.m. 

The Weil Clothing Co. iz a steady 
user of radio time but none of the 
three large dept. stores have de. 
parted from the agreement to stick 
to visual advertising. 























Franklin Bruck; 4-Way Cold Tab- | 


lets, 100 one-minute transcriptions, 
through Morse International; Broad- 
way Department Store, 11 announce- 
ments, through Lee Ringer. 

KECA: Aggeler & Musser Seed 
Co., 
‘Garden Club of the Air,’ through 
Julien Resel; Safeway Stores, 49 one- 
minute transcriptions, through J. 


Walter Thompson; Institute of Ap-| 


plied Science (fingerprinting), 13) 
quarter-hour broadcasts of Nick} 
Harris detective stories, through | 


Matteson-Fogarty-Jordan. 

KHJ: Broadway Department Store, 
five quarter-hour programs, through 
Lee Ringer; Dr. Hiss Foot Clinic, 52 
half-hour programs, through Foot 
Health Adv. Alliance; Kelley Kar 
Co., 52 one-hour programs of record- 
ings, through Allied Adv.; Midnight 


Mission, six quarter-hour programs, 
| through Glasser agency; Safeway 
Stores, 48 announcements, through 


J. Walter Thompson; Par Soap, 42 
announcements, through Tomaschke- 


Forty-niners,’ sent out by WFBR|KOWH Telephones Housewives As| E!liott; Safeway Stores, 15 participa- | 


| tions in Norma Young’s ‘Happy 
| Homes,’ through J. Walter Thompson. 


tions 
t10n, 


through Lord & Thomas; 


Cudahy Packing, 78 participations in | 


Wiley combo, through Erwin-Wasey; 
Helms Bakeries, 24 participations @n 
Wiley combo, through Martin Allen. 


| Nov. 16 Compared to Noy.9 | | 5000 WATTS DAYS 
Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units We WATTS NIGHT 
| 11,672 11,414 2,182 25,268 : ’ iia tae “ATION 
| 11,844 11,581 2295 25,720 - a ee ee 
| —1.5% —1.4% —4.9% —18% 
(Included: KECA, KFT, KFWB, KHJ, 

KNX) 


26 quarter-hour broadcasts of 


KNX: Linsay Olives, 78 participa- | 
in Fletcher Wiley combina- | 





WEST VIRGINIA 


if. . and if it’s mail-pull 
you want to check, just ask 


Fairmont’s busy postmaster. 


WMMN is on the home 
stretch in a successful drive 
to break its remarkable mail 


record for last year... 


Represented Nationally 


7 ttt tO aN AON tO ON OOO 


by 


) 
JOHN BLAIR & CO. 


eee 


WMMN 























| “ila 
} 











DAY “and NIGHT 
YOUR BEST NATIONAL SPOT BUY 
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More N. Y. Business Coming Up 





Rebirth of activity as far as radio is concerned has started in a big 
way among the agencies and the indications are that the next few 
weeks will see plenty of network and spot time buying. 

Among the agencies where the new business is being given the pre- 
sentation and inquiry treatment are J. Walter Thompson, J. Sterling 
Getchell, Ruthrauff & Ryan, Sherman K. Ellis, Maxon and Young & 


Rubicam. 








POLITICO BLITZ 


NICKS KANSAS 


—_—— 


Kansas City, Nov. 19. 
Situation still characterized by de- 


emphasis from the political build- 
up to which all stations had been 
subjected. Currently it’s more or 
less a matter of getting back to nor- 
mal, or at least to the norma! busi- 
ness of trying to increase business. 


Most managers agree the task of 


keeping keel even following loss of 
the political revenue was a con- 
siderable accomplishment. 

Since no station showed any un- 
usual drop, biz figured to be more 
than holding its own. There is some 
natural variation in different depart- 


ments, but totals for the most part 


stay nearly the same. From here on 
it’s to be increases, say the man- 
agers. 

KCKN: ‘Songs of 
quarter-hour Sundays, 13 weeks, 
bought by Wyandotte Glass & Paint 
Co. Singer is Gwendolyn Peterson. 


Yesteryear,’ 


SALT LAKE SLUGGISH 


Local Units Drop Back 14.9%—Nat’l 
Spot OK 





Salt Lake City, Nov. 19. 


Local units took a steep drop of 
14.9% here this week, but a 3% gain 
in national spot helped offset the 
total loss somewhat. 

KDYL: Superior Optical Service, 
26 quarter-hour programs; Dupler’s 
Furriers, two 15-minute programs 
weekly for 13 weeks; Cordova’s 
Rancho Grande, 26 five-minute pro- 
grams; Grand Central Market, three 
15-minute programs and 52 an- 
nouncements; Mountain Fuel Supply 
'Co., renewal, 150 100-word announce- 
ments; Woolsulate, 52° 50-word an- 
nouncements; State Building & Loan 
Co., 52 tie-in announcements to Kal- 
tenborn: Utah Photo, 28 Xmas Tree 
participations; National Pants Co., 14 
|Xmas Tree participations; King- 
|Irvine Music Co., four Xmas Tree 
'participations; Goodrich Co., 14 Xmas 
Tree participations; Judd’s Drive 
Inn, 13 announcements on the ‘Tele- 
quest Hour’; U. S. Playing Cards, 
through J. Walter Thompson, 78 one- 
minute announcements; Wesson Oil 
and Snowdrift, through Fitzgerald 
Agency, renewal, 312 chain breaks; 








| Nov. 16 Compared te Nov. 9 





Coca-Cola, through D’Arcy Agency, 


renewal, 260 quarter-hour programs; 





Network Local National Total |(Carter’s Pills, through Spot Broad- 
Units Units Spot Units Units | casting, renewal, 260 one-minute an- 
6,502 5,800 6,105 18,407 | nouncements; Zemo, through Erwin, 
6,502 6,018 6,165 18,685 Wasey, 78 one-minute announce- 

-.% 3.6% —1% —1.5% | ments; Hudson Bay Fur Co., 1,000 


*No change. 
(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, 
WDAF, WHB) 





announcements and 52 quarter-hour 
| programs weekly; Purity Biscuit Co., 
| renewal, 13 quarter-hour programs; 
| Dundee Clothes, renewal, 52 quarter- 
| hour programs; Bailey, Ltd., 14 Xmas 


Sophie Hadida of WBEN, Buffalo, | Tree participations; Western Royal 


has written fourth 


off the presses. 


better-speech 
book, ‘New Pitfalls in English,’ just 


indefinitely; Grains of Gold, 52 50- 
word announcements; Fred N. Nye, 
eight Xmas Tree programs; Pem- 
broke Co. 14 Xmas Tree participa- 
tions; W. H. Bintz & Co., 26 ‘Spring- 
| time’ programs; Du Shey Linen, 14 
Xmas Tree participaitons; Glen Bros., 
imusic, 33 100-word announcements; 
| Stokes Studios, 13 Xmas Tree pro- 
|}grams; Thompson Indian Trading 
| Post, 14 Xmas Tree programs; Fol- 
| land Drug, 14 Xmas Tree participa- 


| tions; Porter-Walton, 14 Xmas Tree , 


Participations; 
newal, 
|Classic Cleaners, renewal, 
word announcements. 


| Nov. 16 Compared to Nov. 9 | 


Arthur Frank, re- 


52 100- 











AGFA FILM 
AT Y.&R. 


Young & Rubicam’s time buying 
staff last week started a flurry among 
‘station reps whc1 the agency called 
them in and asked them to produce 


availabilities for minute announce- 
ments preceding of following sports 
program. The account is Agfa- 
Ansco film. 

Schedule calls for the first 20 

major markets, a minute announce- 
ment each night of the week and a 
run of four weeks. Campaign is 
framed to start this week. 
Agency, as usual, named the sta- 
'tions that it wanted tagged and it 
| was these outlets’ reps who were 
| called in and urged to produce. 


— 














Dorothy Jane Coy ts a new voice 


|}on WOKO, Albany. Does an after- 


52 50-word announcements; | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units, 
7,571 2,401 651 10,623 
8,146 2,821 632 11,599 

—7.1% —149% +3% —8.4% 
(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





N.Y. Still Punchy Despite Loss 
Of Political Hypo; Local Up 4.9%, 





Without the stimulant adminis- 
tered by political biz in recent 
weeks, Gotham still wrote in an ac- 
tive week. 

National spot mirrored the re- 
turn to normal by dropping back to 
minus 7.9%, but local accounts came 


through with enough of a gain to 
Network units re- | 


;cushion the fall. 
‘mained unchanged. 
WHN: P. J. LeRoy, 
| broadcasts daily, 
| Hudson Motors, through Brenallen, 
Inc., two participating announce- 
ments daily, six times weekly, 13- 
week contracts; Naborhood Service, 


15-minute 


| Se through Edmund S. Whitten, 
three station-break announcements | 
weekly, 13-week contract. 


| WMCA: Hudson Dealers of N. J., 
| through Brenallen, Inc., 13-week re- 
newal for spot announcements; Mod- 
ern Industrial Bank, through Metro- 
politan Advertising Co., 52-week re- 
newal for 24 quarter-hour programs 
weekly; National Schools of 
Angeles, through Huber Hoge & 
; Sons, 13-week renewal, 11 quarter- 
hour programs, nine five-minute 
programs, three ]0-minute programs 
weekly; The Newspaper PM, Inc., 
through Compton Advertising, 21 
announcements; Hollywood Memo- 
rial Park, through Scheck Advertis- 
ing Agency, five 15-minute programs 
weekly, 13 weeks; Stanback Co., 
Ltd., through Klinger Advertising 
Corp., 12 announcements weekly, 52- 
week contract; Guild Theatre, direct, 
10 announcements. 

WNEW: Welding Training Insti- 
tute, through Albert E. Hebert, one- 
minute announcements, Monday 
through Saturday, four-week con- 
tract; American Fruit Growers (Blue 
Goose Citrus Fruit), through Walker 
|'& Downing, four announcements 
| weekly, 13 weeks; Monarch Wine Co., 
| through Arthur Rosenberg, ‘Dance 
Parade,’ quarter-hour programs 
|Monday through Friday, half-hour 


| program on Saturday; Arch Aid Shoe 





‘Music Hall,” Tuesday 


13-week contract; 


|uting Corp., direct, ‘Make Believe 
| Ballroom,’ quarter-hour three times 
weekly for five weeks; Red Seal Mo- 
|tor Co., renewal, through Brenallen, 
| Ine., 25 announcements weekly for 13 
weeks; Smith Bros., through J. D. 
,Tarcher, ‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ 
quarter-hour three times weekly; 
Rum and Maple Tobacco Corp., 
|through Arthur Rosenberg, ‘Dance 
Parade,’ quarter-hour Monday 
through Saturday; Beaumont Labor- 
'atories, Inc. (Four Way Cold Tab- 
\lets), through H. W. Kastor & Sons, 
'25 announcements weekly, 13 weeks; 
‘Roxy theatre and/or 20th Century= 
|Fox Film Corp., through Kayton- 
|Spiero Co., 11 announcements, six 
days; West End Amusement Corp., 
through Blakstone Adv. Agency, 
|‘Dance Parade,’ quarter-hour Monday 
through Saturday. 

WQXR: Federation Bank and Trust 
/Co., through Redfield-Johnstone, Inc., 
'‘Tomorrow’s Headlines,’ Associated 





Los| Press news, quarter-hour, three times 


| weekly, 13-week contract. 
'| Nov. 16 Compared to Nov. 9 | 








|Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
195 11,431 7,684 19,310 
195 10,900 8,342 19,437 
..* +49% ---7.9% —0.7% 

* No change. 
(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 

WQXR) 








B.B.D.&0. STALKS 
CHAINBREAKS 


Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne 
is inquiring for availabilities off 
evening chainbreaks but won't dis- 
close the account. It’s generally age 
sumed they are for DuPont’s various 








| Vacuum, 14 Xmas Tree programs;| noon participation, ‘This Changing |Shop, through N. C. Greenfield, 10 | anti-freeze brands. 
Hilton & Cramer, florists, renewal, | World,’ taiks on fashions, etc., with | minutes in 


Bid is for six announcements &@ 


one 25-word announcement per week ! Van Heusen Charles Co. the sponsor. ! through Saturday; Crosley Distrib- week for 13 weeks. 





= 


—=——=2 
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LOS ANGELES | 
50,000 WATTS. 






Over one-fourth the total U.S. 
land area is within the primary 





nighttime coverage of RNX 
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Something New in 


Vie to Air NBC Sod-Busting 


San Francisco, Nov. 19. 

Something happened to 
San Francisco this week. On 
aurface it was the spectacular 
groundbreaking staged by NBC for 
its new home. But underneath it 
was the crystallization of the real- 
ization that radio is bigger than in- 
dividuals. There had been some 


radio in 


tendency to scoff at Al Nelson’s woo- | 


ing of the press and his stunts, such 
was the sod-splitting of Thursday, and 
to be jealous of NBC’s splurges. 


Then came that ceremony. The 
reaction of the thousands of specta- 
tors who jammed the streets some- 
how pounded home the fact that al- 
though this was NBC’s party, it was 
helping all radio. The thing was a 
shot in the arm for the whole town. 
The newspaper-radio tieups seemed 
sane and logical. Nobody said any- 
thing, but the trade reaction was im- 
mediately noticeable. 
precedented situation of rival trans- 
mitters asking to broadcast the hour- 
long show was a unique sidelight, 
wax repeats airing on seven other 
stations in addition to KPO and KGO. 


The unit figures were down this| Household Magazine is running @).Wo11) through Lord & Thomas. | 
week, but the lasting impression left Short campaign of six quarter-hours | . 


on public, press—and the trade—is 
worth more than gold. 


A statement issued by Lincoln Del- Assn., three spots; Cottrell Clothing | g Tokar: Windsor Clothes, partici- 


lar, manager of KSFO (CBS), the day 
following the ceremony sums up ade- 
quately. ‘We are happy for KGO- 
KPO’s realization of an ambition for 


San Francisco which they’ve had for | 
‘KSFO is happy | 


years,’ Dellar said. 
because this new step forward made 
by the two stations further enhances 
San Francisco’s place in the national 
radio picture.’ 

When radio spends a million bucks, 
It ain’t kidding. 
* KFRC: Fels Naptha, through S. E. 
Roberts, 39 quarter-hours, thrice- 
weekly, participation in ‘Breakfast 
Club’ (renewal); Postal Telegraph, 


through Biow Co., 208 time signals | 


and spots; Federal Outfitting, through 
Allied Advertising, 288 spots; South- 
ern Pacific Railroad, through Lord 








the } 


Radio: Rivals 





DES MOINES DOWN 


Departure of Politics Cuts Units— 
Local Off 26% 








= - 
Des Moines, Nov. 19. 
The passing of political biz left 
|many holes in Des Moines schedules, 
| with local units affected to the tune 


| of 26.1%. 











| | Nov. 16 Compared to Nov.9 | 
Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,950 3,047 3,324 14,321 
8,120 4,122 3,445 15,687 
—2.1% —26.1% —3.5% —8.7% 
(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





Denver Units Off; 
Local Gas Station 


| Buys KLZ, 26 Wks. 


And the un-| 





Denver, Nov. 19. 
Local gas statiom signed over KLZ 
|for 156 quarter-hours at the rate of 
'six a week, running 26 weeks, and 


| per week for two weeks. 
KLZ: Crawford Hereford Breeders 


| Co., through Robertson agency, one 


| announcement; Campana Sales, 
{through Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, 
/one cut-in announcement; Smith 


Bros. Mfg. Co., through R. J. Potts, 
117 daytime spots; W. T. Grant Co., 
through Max Goldberg, 10 daytime 
quarter-hours; Terry Carpenter, Inc., 
through Betts-Koerber, six quarter- 
hours weekly for 26 weeks; House- 
hold Magazine, through Presba, Fel- 
lers & Presba, 12 quarter-hours; J. C. 
|Robinson Seed Co., through E. H. 
|Brown;: Wesson Oil and Snowdrift, 
through Fitzgerald agency, one an- 
nouncement daily except Sunday, 
one year, 

i KFEL: Broadmoor Country Club, 
two participating announcements 
daily, one month; Colorado Alcohol 











CINCY SLUMBERS 


Units Slow—Skeds Recovering From 
Political Bumps 





| WDRC 47.57, Better | 


Hartford, Nov. 19. | 

Biggest month's business in its 18 | — ‘ 
years’ existence was grossed by | : ae > ; 
WDRC in October. Although dollar | Commercial schedules s0r ah 
figures of the take are withheld, sta- | semblance of normaicy last a 
tion execs state gross was 47.5% after the uneve.1 waves of po itica 
| better than same months in 1939. ‘blasts. Total biz showed a slight dip 
is exclusive | from the preceding week, national 








Percentage increase , . Jone 
lot network business. Based on na- | spot units reflecting the ao Keay 3 
‘tional and local spot business. | WKRC: Little Crow Milling Co., 











| weekday 15-minute programs blurb- 

lstation’s staff; Rubel Baking Co., 

local, for five quarter-hours weekly 

Cincy; 

| Grayson Dress Shop, three 15-minute 

participation stint; Sears-Roebuck 

Chicago, Nov. 19. /|Co. 18 50-word announcements, 

status quo in the Windy City this/ Bank & Savings Co., five 100-word 

week. Other units managed to take / announcements in addition to its 
stride and come through with small) Haehnle agency, local. 

gains. | Nov. 16 Compared to Nov.9 | 


| through Rogers & Smith, series of 
\stanzas by Mike Hunnicutt, of the 
lof the ‘Forbidden Diary’ series, 
5 om Frederic W. Ziv, 
periods weekly in the ‘Dawn Patrol’ 
Network units maintained the through the Ziv agency; Guardian 
the departure of political biz in their | regular run of plugs, through Walter 
: ; andy, 15) 
WBBM: Dutch Mill Candy, oes eae 














> oodki Local National Total 
kly, through Goodkind, . . 

Selene pone al C. Z Briggs Co. | nits Units Spot Units pate 
| (H-B Cough Drops), temperature re-| pee a oe — 
ports twice weekly, through Horton- or — 198 508 
INoyes, Providence (R. 1.); Smith|—41%  —0.7% 415% | —1.1% 
| Brothers, time signals and tempera-, . 7 . ARC, ‘W, WS! 
‘ture reports five times weekly, 


through J. D. Tarcher agency. 


ug "b, Tater eee” POLITICAL HANGOVER 
ben amannceseetsce BETS DETROIT UNITS 


Detroit, Nov. 19. 

Knocked sky high by the unusu- 
pation in ‘Sports Edition,’ through ally heavy political buying of time 
| Morris & Davidson; William Wrigley, | 1m this closely contested state, unit 
Jr., Co. renewed 15-minute strip | figures this week for Detroit's sta- 
across the board for additional 52) tons showed great unbalance as they 
weeks, through Neisser-Meyerhoff; | fell back to a normal representation 
Samuel Winternitz Co., 15 minutes | Of the picture here. 

\daily, through the Harold Collen | Last week's figures still carried 
agency; Carson, Pirie, Scott & Co. | three days of political time—with the 
(department store), two 50-word an- | C@mpalgn here carried on during 
nouncements daily, through McJun-|election day—which kept Nov. 9 
kin agency; Gamble Hinged Music| from settling down. Locai and na- 
Co., seven announcements weekly, | tional spot showed heavy collapses— 
through Evans Associates; Alpine | the latter down more than 15%,—but 
House, 15 minutes nitely on ‘Nite | total units showed only a 3% loss 
Watch,’ through McJunkin agency;| 4% network units rocketed up for a 
Bird-Sykes Co., 50 spots weekly, in-| good gain. ; 

lcluding a 15-minute program, two} Political buying, which crowded as 
{10-minute programs and 46 one- | many as three separate five-minute 
minute announcements, through the | Programs in a quarter-hour, elbowed 
| Bennett agency. jout much of the local business, 
| “i |which is shaping up well again and 


| tion 
WIND: Lewis Mfg-Co., renewed | 
| participation in ‘Sports Edition’ for | 
‘John Rushkin cigars, through Lewis | 


























& Thomas, five one-minute spots. pot nations Max Goldberg, 52 chain | _Nov. 16 a sane Ie Rahal ID | will make a considerable appearance 
) ae, VaR Se | aks. | Network Local Nationa ke |next week. Only one of the six sta- 
| | Nov. 16 Compared to Nov. 9 Units Units Spot Units Un t8/tions here showed a marked gain, | 
Network Local National Total | — 9,800 6,009 11,234 27,043 | havi ssed 
_——— ae : oar aving passed up much of the politi- 
Units Units Spot Units Units | ‘°'wor se oneue wat 66600 5,922, 11,111 26,833 | cal nif-naw 
11,960 4094 2558  18,612| 8145 4517 1,520 14,191) __ ST olireee ee ered to Nov. 8 
81% —52% —104%  —65%| 8,450 4,647 1,534 = 14,631) ¢ No change. Network Local National Total 
(Included: KFRC. KGO, KJBS, KPO, |—2.4% —28% -—0.3% —3%\ (Included: WBBM WENB, WGN, Units Units Spot Units Units 
KSFO) (Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) | WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 9,213 11,810 4,633 25,656 
‘in = ome 8,404 12,691 5,469 26,564 
+9.6% —6.9% —15.3% —3.4% 
(Included: CKLW. WIRK. WJR, WMBC. 


He found 2,000 net lovers » 


sae with a one-time shot at §:30 Satu ER Ror 





WC 


MINNEAPOLI 


Is was much too good a find 
H to let us mention the prod- 
uct here. But it’s a pet specialty, 
and (take our word for it) one 
with limited distribution. Out to 
crack the Twin City market, this 
sponsor tried a test spot on 
WCCO, fifteen minutes, at 8:30 


Saturday morning, just music. 


In the commercials on one pro- 
gram, he offered samples. And 
within two days, 1,984 requests 
had reached our mail desk. Our 
new client, who has used time on 
scores of stations from coast to 


coast, told us that never before 


( 


$-ST.PAUL 





50,000 WATTS WHERE IT COUNTS THE MOST 


Owned and operated by the Columbia ae | | 
ing System. Represented nationally by Radio Sales. 


‘Gabby’ Street Lectures 


St. Louis, Nov. 19. 
Charles ‘Gabby’ Street, former 
major league baseball manager who 
clicked last season as a_ baseball 








souri and Illinois for the Hyde Park 
Breweries, through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, is being groomed for a good- 
will trek through the same states. In 


had any station come within 


30% of this. Needless to say, he 

e out cuffo copies of a booklet on base- 
ball he penned under the agency’s su- 
pervision. 


has signed a long-term contract. 


WCCO’s audience, of course, 


is many times the size of this 


strategy on a 6x6-foot diamond he 


connection with the stunt. 


San Francisco—Jerry Norton, ac- 


particular pet-loy ing group. 








But all these listeners have one 





via piano-vocal | 


analyst on a six-station web in Mis- | 


some 65 towns in these states Street | 
will discuss ‘Inside Baseball’ and dish | 


Street will demonstrate plays and | 


will tote along. Ray Schmidt will do | 
promotional and publicity work in| 


SAN ANTONIO 
WEB UNITS 
FORTE 


San Antonio, Nov, 19. 

Despite the fadeout of political biz 
total units here gained 4.7%, with 
web accounts contributing a hefty 
9.7%. 

All stations report merchants are 
coming around to using radio in 
their campaigns this Christmas, and 
execs are looking forward to more 
accounts than they can handle. 

Outstanding bit of promotion work 
here this week were displays in win. 
dows of all 16 local Handy-Andy 
food stores by WOAI. Each display 
contained merchandise of sponsors 
and advertisers using the station's 
facilities. 

WOAI: Chamberlain Sales Corp, 
through L. W. Ramsey, half-hour 
program through NBC network; 
American Tobacco Co. (Lucky 
Strike), through Lord & Thomas, ‘In- 
formation, Please,’ half-hour on NBC 
network; Liston Zander Credit Co., 
through Marion Johnson, one addi- 
tional announcement per week: re- 
newal, through H. W. Kastor & Sons, 
quarter-hour transcribed Irene Rich 
for Welch Grape Juice; renewal, 
through Ferry Hanly Co., Raison 
Bran product of the Skinner Manu- 
facturing Co.; Morton Salt Co. for 
Morton's Smoked Salt, three five- 
minute transcribed announcements 
for 10 weeks through Klau-Van 
Pietersom-Dunlap Associates. 

KABC: Wolff-Marx Co., additional 
spot announcements; Broadcast of St. 
Marys-Texas A&I football game sold 
to the Star Finance Co. 


| Nov. 16 Compared to Nov. 9 











| Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 7,635 9,109 1,103 17,847 
| 6,958 8,847 1,245 17,050 
| -+-9.7% +3% —11.4% +4.7% 
| 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 
WOAT) 


‘XMAS CAN'T COME 100 
| SOON FOR SEATTLE 


| 





Seattle, Nov. 19. 

| The pre-holiday lull nicked spot 
{and local units here, but stations are 
| looking forward to brisk doings with 
!some accounts nearly doubling their 


||radio allotments for Christmas. 


| KOL: Rhodes department store, 
\*‘Here’s Song for Today,’ 8:45 to 9 
|}a.m., Monday throuh Saturday: 
| Bonmarche department store, ‘Ray 
| Daughter’s Exercise,’ local talent, 
|9:30 to 9:45 a.m., Monday through 
| Saturday. 


Nov. 16 Compared to Nov.9 /| 








|Network Lecal National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
5,590 10,754 748 17,092 
5,585 10,830 760 17,175 
° —0.7% —16% —0.5 
| *No change. 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


‘Sell ‘Do You Remember?’ 


Buffalo, Nov. 19. 
| Baldwmm & Strachan agency has 
| set 15-minute twice-weekly old-time 
| show, ‘Do You Remember?’ on WEBR 
for August Ebke, auto dealers. 
Links nostalgic tunes with historic 
Buffalo events. 





San Francisco—KFRC has lost its 
veteran technician, naval reservist 
| Charles Concannen, who has bee! 
Mare 


called to active duty at 


|count exec, shifted from KYA to/| Island naval yard...so they hired 

thing in common. Pet-loving, KJBS. Jean Fay also off KYA pay- |two men to take his place, Paul 
roll. Conducted woman's program.| Lewis and Paul Dougherty. 

bread-eating or what have a 

& ——— 











you, results show that they all 
seem to trust this station and go 
for its sponsors’ products—in 


large numbers, 


tas 





How about a test program on 
WCCO for your product? 


Whose Bread, Noodles and Soup? 
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See Clear Channel Principle In Jeopardy 


Washington, Nov. 19. 


Circuituous attack on the clear-| 


channel policy is worrying large 
proportion of the broadcasting indus- 


try watchers, while the Federal Com- | 


munications Commission ponders an 


application which cannot be granted | 


without whittling down the group of 
J-A ribbons. Great apprehension is 
felt, because the regulators have re- 
fused to allow any interveners to 
present evidence bearing on the 
question whether the latest regula- 
tions and the North American Re- 
gional Agreement should be nullified 


by arbitrary administrative action. | 
Procedure of the FCC directly raises | 


again the issue of star chamber and 
ex parte promulgation and revision 


of basic principles and deliberate | 
evasion of the obligation to follow | 


legislative methods in writing rules 
under which the whole industry 
functions. 

While the industry is admittedly 
divided on the clear-channel prob- 
lem, even those leaders favoring 
duplication on all frequencies are 
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TANESVILL 


1 Fort ndurslin Mankel 


Want 
Proof ? 


We have it to 
the tune of 


72 


Accounts 





—from towns 
within a 25- 
mile radius of 
Zanesville who 


use— 


WHIZ 


—consistently to 


sell their wares 


THEY ARE— 


Cambridge, 0. 
Coshocton, O. 
New Lexington, O. 
Malta, O. 
Somerset, O. 
Roseville, O. 
Crooksville, O. 
Utica, O. 
McConnelsville, O. 
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,; upset by the course which the regu-| 
lators are following. If one rule—in 
this instance that specifying what 
stripes are to be set aside for exclu- 
sive night occupancy by 25 trans- 
mitters—can be set aside, modified, | 
or disregarded without allowing all 
concerned parties to present their 
views €nd engineering data, there’s | 
, nothing to stop the FCC from barg-| 
|ing ahead in any way a majority 
desires. And the way chances of 
obtaining court review have been 
lim; -d in the last couple of years 
means there'd be practically no 
brake on the Commish. 
Involves 830 Ke. 

Discomforting situation surrounds 
application of WHDH, Boston, 
full-time assignment on 830 kc., now | 
one of the 25 I-A ribbons and on 
which KOA, Denver, is the domi- 
nant transmitter. If the plea is to 
be granted, the Commish will have 
to shift 830 from the I-A to the I-B 
| classification. Latter ribbons can be 
| used by other plants after dark, 
| with one of the occupants having 
\ 50 kw. 

The nibbling-at threat has not 
come into public sight as yet. Pro- 
posed findings have not been issued, 
but reliable sources say the regula- 


dividual proceedings, 


for | 


since the outset of government su- 
pervision. Also it will raise the 
question whether such fundamental 
policies can be established in in- 
without allow- 
ing intervention by others who may 
be greatly affected by administrative 
decisions, 

Futile attempts to register protests 
against either waiving or changing 
rule 3.25a were made by National 
Broadcasting Co., KOA, Columbia 
Broadcasting System, and 13 of the 
50kw. plants in the so-called Clear 
Channel Group. Each petition for 
leave to participate at the hearing 


was summarily turned down; and at- 
tempts to get the Commish to re- 
consider were equally unavailing. 
Admittedly the matter of preserv- 
ing clear channels presents many 
controversial angles. But so far, 
even while reducing the number of 
such frequencies, the Commish still 
has agreed that the economic con- 
siderations make distant plants ren- 
dering secondary service necessary 
if millions of listeners are to hear 
anything in the sparsely settled ex- 
panses on the eastern slope of the 
Rockies and down the Mississippi. 
Allocation question is whether Bos- 


ton, already served by many stae 
tions, needs another full-time outlet 
more than the far-away listeners to 
KOA need interference-free service, 
The number of peopie counting on 
NBC’s Denver radiator presumably 
exceeds the potential WHDH after- 
dark audience. At least, from a geo- 
graphical standpoint. And all engi- 
neers agree that the populace de- 
pendent upon secondary signals 
should be able to bring in two sta- 
tions airing the same program, in 
order to offset fading effects. This 
condition does not cccur in the Bos- 
ton region. 














WHODH. Commissioners 
Walker, Fred I. Thompson, 
George Henry Payne, who frequently 
|have indicated conviction that the 
| clear-channel principle fosters mo- 
nopoly and gives a select few mem- 
, bers of the industry an unfair ad- 
| vantage, were the majority. Chair- 
man James L. Fly dic not take part 
in the discussion, but many observers 
tag him as sharing the Walker- 





tors in executive session informally | 
agreed 3 to 2 to give the nod to} 
Paul A. | 
and | 





_Thompson-Payne view rather than 
siding with Commissioners Norman | 
_S. Case and T. A. M. Craven. 

The final vote—now a couple of | 
months distant—will be a clear-cut | 
show-down on the matter of pre-| 
serving a principle that has existed | 


Hanson, Phelan Looking | 
Into NBC Frisco Plans_ 


San Francisco, Nov. 19. 

Thomas H. Phelan of NBC’s east- 
ern engineering department was due | 
in San Francisco today (19) for 
month’s stay during which electrical. 
air conditioning and general build- 
ing plans for new KGO-KPO head- 
quarters will get his attention. 
Phelan then will return to New York, 
being relieved here by Gordon Strang 
as general construction supervisor 
for duration. 

O. B. Hanson, NBC chief engineer. 
pulls in tomorrow (20) for a look- 
around and Joe Arnone checks in a 


week hence for architectural con- 
ferences. 


WEE HOUR POETRY 


WMCA, N. Y., Trying An All-Night, 
Many-Sided Schedule 





WMCA, N. Y., is going on a 24- 
hour operating basis Dec. 1. Unlike 
WNEW, which has been running 
all night for years, WMCA will put 
a period to its dance programs at 2 
a.m. and engage in such features as 
soft music, poetry reading, sunrise 
service and information for job- 
seekers. Until WMCA decided to 
change its policy WNEW had the 
|allnight fleld to itself in the New 
York area. 

Alan Courtney hag been brought 
back by WMCA to m.ec. the station’s 
broadcasting activities from 1 a.m. 
to 7 am. The sunrise service will 
i be nonsectarian, while the help- 
wanted bit will 
operation with the New York State 
Employment Bureau. There will 
also be news bulletins and im- 
promptu guests 


Edwin Browne at KMBC 


Kansas City, Nov. 19 
Edwin Browne, has been appointed 








beab tier 





ALESAPPHTT TELL LL GLubee 


director of education for KMBC, 
|Kansas City. He takes over a post 
\left by Kenneth L. Graham, who 


assistant manager of the Herald Pub- 
lishing Co. in Independence, 


‘ence NBC blue affiliate, where he 
had been about a year, as announcer 
and newscaster. 

| Miller G. Robertson, 


newly ap- 


‘tor of local sales, post which has 
been vacant several months. He'll 
work with Sam Bennett, director of 
‘sales, a former crony. 

“Sayadae? 


oe produced in co-; 


resigned after three years to become | 


Mo. | 
Browne eomes from WREN, Lawr- | 


pointed member of the sales staff, | 
arrived last week from Ft. Worth, | 
‘Texas, to take over work as direc-| 





5000 WATTS BY DAY 


me rm 


== 








WNEW DELIVERS! 


Proved thousands of times 


1. TWICE THE AUDIENCE of any other New York 
independent station. (Hooper-Holmes and other 
impartial surveys.) 2. THE NATION’s BicGest MARKET. 
(The 50-mile metropolitan trading area.) 3. ONE-THIRD 
THE Cost of any New York network station. 4. RaDI0’s 
OUTSTANDING ProGraMs. (‘Make Believe Ballroom” with 
Martin Block, “Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. And 
many others.) §. LocAL ADVERTISERS know WNEW 
moves most goods— fastest. 6. More COMMERCIAL TIME is 
bought on WNEW than on any 
other station in New York. 


WNEW 


| - NEW YORK 


SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 24 





Nationally Represented by John Blair & Company 
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BING CROSBY 

With Connie Boswell, John Scott 
Trotter Music, Bob Burns, William 
Frawley, Joel McCrea, Wingy Man- 
none, Ken Carpenter 

60 Mins. 

KRAET CHEESE 

Thursday, 9 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New Vork 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

by the usual ‘ 

reports that the show 


Prece 


half-public 


lec halfi-t 


was going to be ‘different,” Binz 
Crosby returned last week to the 
Kraft Music Hall, restoring it to e 
slickness of which it has, in times 
past if not in the last months, been 
an exemplar. More music and more 
singing there may have been. But 
it would take a stop-waich to tell 
the difference as between music and 


dialog so far as 
heard t} 
concerned, 
Instead of stressing that the show 
was ‘different.’ it might be truer to 


an ear that has not 
in a long time was 


now 


‘describe it as ‘better.’ It gave évery 
evidence of a thoughtfully put to- 


gether entertainment wherein a m2s- 
ter-stvlist of song was visited by 
sundry personalities and all of them 
talked Ii} Carroll Carroll. Connie 


» 


nt 


Boswell talked that way. Wines 
Mannone talked that way Bill 
Frawley was thorouchly Cosrrecl! 


esque. There were bits and fade-in 
and gags and Bob Burns losing hi 
place in the script. So maybe B 
Crosby sane a bit more the should) 
and Connie Boswell was added to the 
program for a (she’s good) 
and the press department made the 
most of it (hey would), but actually 
the Kraft formula was little changed 
in basic components. 

The show may have been pretty 
gabby last year and the auspices 
may be well advised to guard against 
this. The Carroll patter is often 
sharply witty, usually colorful 
Americana that H. L. Mencken 
should incorporate in his classic 
works on the American slanguage 
But anything so brittle and inven- 
tive carries risks. As in fast hand- 
ball, if you hit at it and miss you 
can break your wrist. A dull stretch 
of. polysylabic jive would be bad 
even in a mid-morning sustainer. 

However, the getaway broadcast 
was a model of finesse in script, per- 


series 


formance and directorial tempo. It 
was strictly wonderful. The author- 
ity of 1 star, the embellishments 
implicit in Miss Boswell’s presence, 


the adroit bringing in and exploita- 
tion of the several guest personages 
all spelled big time radio. Especial- 


ly worthy of commendation was the 
easy-going bridges from bit to bit. 
the effortless introductions of peo- 


ple and ideas, the skillful manipula- 


tion of the familiar quick-glance 
values as between Crosby and 
Burns. for example. The feathered 
bird of light persiflage in this nim- 
ble game of kilocycle badminton 
never once hit the boards. 


Praise was doubly merited in this 
case because it is well known that 
the full hour variety show is radio’s 
toughest production assignment and 
only a hardy few still stand the gaff 
This program in the unfoldment, the 
build. the accumulative values and 
the steady remembrance of the fact 
that easy does it puts a premium on | 
talent—no aeroplanes, no diamond 
rings, no $1,000 banknotes, not even 
a free sample of Philadelphia Brand 


Cream Cheese were given away. 
Let all who ‘love entertainment 
and deplore dish night uncover in 


reverence for virtuosity in the realm 
of song and spoof. Land, 


<4 


Ben Gross On WMCA, N. Y. 

Ben Gross, radio ed of the New 
York Daily News, goes sustaining on 
WMCA, New York, next Sunday 
(18) reviewing news events of the 
week past. 
minute shot at 10:45 a.m. 

Gross was at one time an overseas 
eorrespondent. 


, ee 


| guffaw 


It’s to be a weekly 15- | 


‘GRAND CENTRAL STATION’ 

With George Coulouris, Jessie Royce 
Landis, Leit Erickson, Joan Tetzel, 
Louis Van Ruten, Tom Shirley 

30 Mins. 

LEVER BROS. 


Tnesday, 9 p.m. 
WJIZ-NBC, New York 
(Ruthroufh & Ryan) 

With a new spon i a diiferent 
network and time, “Grand Central 
Station’ returned to the air Tuesday 
night (12) after several weeks’ ab- 
sence th the me format and 
dentical production setup. Formerly 
handled by Lambert & Feasley tor 
Listerine, the series is still produced 
by that agency as a package for 
Ruthrauff & Ryan and Lever Bros. 
Rinso is now the product. khra Ashley 
CONUNVES AS rectol 


show itself 

the com- 
niected a show- 
re, having the 


Principal chance in the 
is the manner of presentin 
mercial. Rinso has 
manly bit of atmosphe 


apnouncer introduce the opening and 
closing blurbs. in the manner of a 
train-caller. Following right after 


the highly colorful sound effects. and 


spiel about ‘Grand Central Station,’ 
the copy reads something about 
‘Rinso Express: you're on the right 


There's also a 
the half-way 
with th hammering 
1e ‘anti-sneeze’ sales angle. This 
ile commercial is preceded by an 
nytpuse sound-efect. which sound 
and is phony. It’s the only outright 
veckness of a hokey but commer- 

olly potent pro¢ram. 

Ovenine edition of the new series 
an ultra-centimentol backstage 
about a h: matinee idol 
helved to comeback by his 
abandoned devotion and a 
ouixotie renorter’s kindness. George 
Coulouris sounced a trifle youn? as 
the fallen star. but otherwise gave a 
cefily conceived end shaded _ per- | 
formance, Jessie Rovce Landis had 
proper warmih the wife. Leif 
Frickson was excellent as the public’s 
iden of a das renorter. Joan 
Tetzel had an artificiality as the ac- 
tor’s invenue deuchter. but admirably 
oroiected the eirl’s eaverness. Louis 
Van colored the part of a 
nawrphbroker. Ira Ashlev’s direction 
had skillful pace and variation. 
Hobe. 


track.’ 
dramat 
mark, 

at t} 


ric 


and so < 
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} 
e 


was 


vorn 


-been 
a 


~ 


’ 
1O dD 


Welit 


as 
ao 
hinge 


Ruten 


» 


‘WONDER TRAILS OF THE AIR’ | 
With Elisworth Jaeger 
15 Mins.—Local 
Saturdays, 11:15 a.m. 
WEBR, Buffalo 

Trite topic of nature study needn’t 
be so tiring after all, if you have a 


flair for showmanship. Possessor of 
such quality is Ellsworth Jaeger, 
outdoor expert. who turns’ what 
might be ordinary talk into a sock 
quarter-hour. 

Difference is sweeping use of 
imagination throughout. Subject 


Saturday was mushrooms and toad- 


stools, lifted out of stodgy-speech | 
class by comparing them’ with| 
inebriates, etc. Opened by re-cre- 
ating cry of a wolf, then launched | 
into script that sparkled with keen 
writing Avoidance of = scientific 


phrases, easy use of slang and em-| 
ployment of piercing allegory lifted 
talk into a near-drama class. Jaeger’s 
style is pleasant and voice clear. 


Betz. 
PHYLLIS ROBINS 
Songs 
5 Mins. 
BBC, London } 


Femme warbler is high priestess 
of the double entendre—done in vel- 


vet. At this guesting on ‘Spotlite’ | 
(19) insouciant vocaling of one of 
he whimsical numbers’ around | 
man’s best friend, had the an- 


nouncer giving freedom to a stifled 
and found himself neatly 
steered into the act for added click 
on denouement Routine is never 
out of hand; girl has it developed 
smoothly and balanced, allowing her 


to step out of the character and 
point what it is—spoofy hokum 
| served in style. 

Her nitery following tells how 
they go for it; radio hasn’t heard 
much of her. 


ch Handling of a pop 
melody is added proof of eclat 
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WINS LARGER AUDIENCES 
cx thee 


INTERMOUNTAIN 
MARKET 


‘BARRETTS 
STREET’ 

With Emlvn Williams, Peggy Ash- 
croft, Clifford Evans 


OF WIMPOLE 


BBC, London 

Zest of is dialog put Rudolf 
Besie yay over for a fine airing, 
albeit cast in strangest way. Emlyn 
Willian as astern parent of 
brougham days is after the style of 
a pengu ! a mannequin parade. 
Stellar reading of Miss Ashcroft 
did much to gloss over the aw'ward 
note. Actress has-a tonal quality of 
brilliance and gave the Elizabeth 
part meaning and appeal. 

Remaincer of parts were well 
etched, Clifford Evans getting, nice 
fire into the Browning role. 


FHHSHHHSHSHSOSSHSH+SSOOOOS 
+ > 


+ ' 

+ Foiow-Up Comment 
SFHHFFHPHSHOHSHCSCHSFSSCSHSSOOS 
‘When a Girl Marries’ (CBS) 


seems aimed at the younger, rather 
than the more mature, potato-peel- 


? 
+ 
7 


ers. At least Prudential (of New- 
ark) presented its insurance spiel 
when heard last week in terms of a 
24-vear-old husband. The story of 
Joan and WHarry Davis is a pre- 
luncheon saga of getting ahead in 
the world. Last week the young 
hot-headed lawyer refused to ac- 
cept the apoloey of a proud but 
rich man of influence and the law 
practice may sulfer—tune in tomor- 
row. Dialoz was excellent, being 
lifelike and character-etching with- 
out being icky in the dovtime man- 
ner, Maybe Variety should listen 
more before 7 p.m.? Maybe some- 
thing is happenings? 


WOV., New York, last Tuesday (12) 
went to New Haven to pick up the 
ceremonies which attended the 
award of a= distinguished service 
medal by the local advertising club 


to Dr. William Francis Verdi. As is 
usual at such events the speakers 
who got up to laud became so im- 


mersed in their own egos and per- 


through a skylight or knocked dow): 
the engineer’s booth 
cal standpoint, 
Berggen were 
considering. 


Dilworth 


rather impressive 


From a musi- 
and Miss | 


Bob Hope’s patter was up to par | 





4 GET THE BLUES FROM 
REVIEWS’ 
With Len Doyle, Eleanor Audley, 


Frank Lovejoy, Hubert Hendrie, 

Peter Donald, Joan Banks, Billy 

Green, Audrey Marsh, Genevieve 

Rowe, Art Gentry 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York. 

‘I like sophistication, if it’s not too 
obvious,’ said Al Howard, the incur- 
ably gullible producer-angel charac- 


ter in this spooferoo by Al Rinker 
and Frank Lovejoy. ‘Girlies “with 
Curlies’ is the play-within-a-play 
and it was full of corn, a travesty 
on Noel Coward at his worst, | 
comedy bird imitator, an outrage- 
ously over-arranged hot song num- 


ber and a swing-versus-classic waltz. 

All this, presented as the musical 
that was to recoup the evaporated 
prestige of fall-guy Howard, formed 
the backbone of 30-minutes on the 
CBS workshop. It opened with the 
producer re-reading the brutal no- 
tices of his last show and closed with 
Howard again on the phone 
about to be fleeced by still another 
fast operator with a ‘new and dif- 
ferent’ show. 
appealed to uninitiated dialers is a 
question, but to anyone with show 


business experience it was a succes- | 


sion of.chuckles. Characters were 
shrewdly conceived and written, the 
situations were ludicrous and the 
‘Girlies with Curlies’ interlude was 
murder. 

Music (including a couple of num- 
bers slated for publication) was by 
Al Rinker, with book and lyrics by 
|Rinker and Frank Lovejoy. Rinker 
directed, under Davidson Taylor's 
supervision, Ray Block conducted 
the orchestra and the click cast in- 
cluded Len Doyle as the sucker pro- 
ducer, Eleanor Audley as his caustic 
secretary, Lovejoy as Orson Rose, 
Peter Donald as a goofy Noel Cow- 
ard and doubling as the bird imita- 
tor, Joan Banks as the ultra-Gertie 


sure 





and | 


Whether the program | 


tr, 

ALFRED ANTONINI CON(¢ ERTS 
With Guest Singers 
3 Mins. 
|LA ROSA MACARONI 
| Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 

(Commercial Radio Sernic¢c) 

A pleasant musical show e 
ing guest singers of the classical] ty. 
dition. It's the fourth season on M ts 
|tual for the macaroni ma: ufacty 
As before, Alfred Antonini's }jI; 
music is ably projected over the aj, 
Opening guest singer, Nino Mart ni, 
Was not in ideal voice, seemed oces. 
sionally thin and uncertain : 
high notes. Otherwise, al] 
smoothly. 

Meritorious was the dramat Zed 
commercial. It was pointedly naz 
ral, having a welcome freedom fro 
the usual announcer tensity, which 
like a bad golfer addressing a 
with a grim determination to hit jt 
275 yards. In playing down the com. 
mercials to come near matching the 
mood and the character of the ente 
tainment, the auspices show 
selves shrewder than the averse 
small hookup (five stations) radio ad- 
vertiser. Land 


Niner 


rer, 


ig 


on the 


moved 


bail 


them- 


‘RAISING A PRESIDENT’ 
Dram, Talk 
{15 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
| WIZ-NBC, New York 

NEC has picked an arresting tit 
‘Raising a President,’ for an 
noon sustainer broadcast once 1 
lv over the blue in cooperation 
| Children’s Bureau, U. S. Depart 
of Labor. It is a public servic 
caileonal, emphasizing especially 
j} importance of nutrition in rearing a 
family. Introduction and dramatized 
portion originate in New York; tall 


or commentary by women specialists 


° 
MicT- 
s e 


‘ea 


|}of Children’s Bureau follows from 
| Washington. Various government 


| booklets are offered. 

Program opens with statement b: 
announcer that 50 years hence, a 
president will be selected from one 








, 
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| STARKING 
| BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


od '- Lawrence, Hubert Hendrie as a | 0! the homes, somewhere in the na- 
sonalities that by the time they were would-be’ Nelson Eddy Audrey | tion, on farm, in town or city, where 
through the original subject had Marsh as an anguished torcher | children are now being brought uD 
been almost entirely overlooked.) Genevieve Rowe as a saccharine so. |Next he cites figures on large per- 
Phe broadcast ran for three quary iano and Art Gentry as the super- | centage of country’s population un- 
ters of an hour but it was apparent’ swing tenor. A purported Vartery | der 18 and stressed the necessity fo 
when the event faded out that the -aoigi, of a Howard show was libel- | making them strong and_ healthy 
orgy of self-adulation would g0 On| Gio jiterate. ‘I Get the Blues from | Then program slips into a dramatiza- 
for hours betore the person being Reviews’ was a gem. Hobe. ition of incidents in Young famils 
honored had a crack at the floor. In - as how mother, father or both solve 
any event Dr. Verdi was not heard. problems concerning care and feed- 
Besides being a world distinguished ‘SERENADE TO LOVELINESS’ ing of three youngsters, one o be 
surgeon, Dr. Verdi ranks as the most With Milton Shrednick’s Orchestra, Ww ishington speaker ties in remarks 
past generation Those that con-/| «4 Berkley . Several of earlier broadcasts con- 
ducted the event a dinner at the rd a 4IN SALES CORP ane ene scree portion to tetra es 
Hotel Taft. were badly remiss in a 9:30 * gaa ; Aree minutes, However, on last one 
their handling of the program. Un- wane a : heard the time had been doubled 
notes "s a WOAI-NBC, San Antonio This seemed to be smarter shov 
doubtedly thousands of listeners not . h : . ' 
only in New Haven but the sur- (L. W. Ramsey) manen p Longer talks dragged a 
rounding towns would have deeply| From the studios of KOA, Denver, bit, although rather well deliver zt 
enjoyed hearing Dr. Verdi's words of | to 23 stations on the NBC-Red comes | P@! ticularly by a Dr, Banks. Of 
acceptance. ; \this half hour stanza of music and/ Course, program is still an educa 
— songs with a novel contest for| tonal requiring close listening »» 
Lucky Strike took over ‘Infor- | listeners whereby they will receive | mothers who are or should be 
mation, Please’ with last Friday’s| 4S prizes gowns and personal acces- terested Acting 1S compete 
(15) broadcast and there vas not a/ sores worn by leading Paramount mother, father and children are a 
single deviation from the formula.| stars. Music is by Milton Shrednick | well played. An ‘anti-coffee’ state 
Instead of Milton Cross, praising! orchestra, also heard for the ‘Lovely | ment by last week’s speaker n 
| Canada Dry he talks of the more ex-| Lady’ programs sponsored by the! not entirely please some | dio 
pensive leaf in Luckies. ied Allen| Same company over these same sta- vertisers, but balancing milk p 
was pretty verbose and not funny.| tions last season. Best of the mu- ould find favor with other group 
Ironic that this fast-thinking, fast-| sical portion of the broadcast heard oree 
talking tempo-conscious vaudeville-| was the Waltz Medley and pop ar- > a 
trained vet should be guilty of slow- | 'angement of Toselli’s Serenade. ‘’M AN AMERICAN’ 
ing down an entertainment. But he Vocal responsibility 138 carried bY | With Leopold Stokowski 
did. baritone Andrew Gainey who WAS | Interviews 
a . heard in nice vocalizing to ‘Ferry- 15 Mins. 
Martha Scott pulled all the dra- | boat Serenade,’ ‘To You Sweetheart,’ | pnepr, OF JUSTICE 
matic stops Sunday night (17) in Ass and The Same Old Story Sunday, 1 p.m. 
dramatic fantasy by True Boardman ae yee handles the contest WJIZ-NBC, New York 
as her guest shot on the ‘Silver The- pit ay ry mas send 7 Me <)-word One of the innumerable 
atre’ series. Piece was called ‘World Loti. Ay te PP con Ashe apes "| NBC with organizations, ¢ 
| Without End’ and gave the actress te with pag Fs my foo ae ‘O50, movements and Government depa 
four different emoting parts in a the 50c or $1 size of the srodu t. | ments, ‘I'm an American’ is pa ; 
yarn about a woman whose urge to| gown or accessory worn = ry * the Americanism work spon 
live is lost when her husband dies, the Paramount gals will be av nied the U. S. Department of Justice. Its 
but who is re-inspired by the ex- Current contest offers as first prize | Modus operandi is to single out 
amples of three of her feminine an- | dress worn by Claudette Colbert in| and women of distinction 
|cestors. It was a well-conceived and | 4 scene of her current motion pic- | to this country as immigrant 
| sustained performance of a diverse | ture ‘Arise My Love.’ Second prize | set them to speak of their at 
| and exacting part. Her ‘curtain call’ | jig the hat worn by the star while | to democracy, etc. 
| Spiel, with its obvious plug for the |the bag carried by the star is the| Polish-born Leopold Stokowsk: 
|sponsor’s product, sounded artificial, | third prize. Value of the dress was) his careful, weighed, precise Engl 
however. said to be $225. To each of the win- | Proved an_ intelligent subject ’ 
. ae ania ners an autographed photograph of| would be expected. He develope 
‘Metropolitan Auditions of the Air’ | the star will tind be re , his ‘youth ocdtaire” theories 0 
| last Sunday afternoon must have set Commercials are very long. Also| thesis of the pioneer spirit, 1] 
pc a ge won tang i en stress to the verge of silliness that | ngn to embark upon advent 
a ee ca at peen re- | it’s Chamberlain lotion hands that hich he found the most distinct 
—— ca a r ses rn men love the best and that -ham quali of America aS agall 
pauses than inaec mpionship ne meade Hove a ne » Me rn | Oe tet veonnd chancellor 4 
cetdals tani tn aewerel enate & : Bonavma b rs on the market. Andy Upon adventures ] 
| ilton Cross and conte tants Gordon ey “ ot 
| Dilwort} and Gertrude Berggen 
; sounded as if they were eeting the ” 
iscript for the first time and were DON’T MISS 
|kinda embarrassed about the whole = 
thing. At one point there was a PALMOLIVE'S 
crash as if someone had fallen 


USE By 


for the Red Cross roll call program | 
Sunday. Incidentally, the Red Cross | 
has gone in for showmanship in the | 
grand manner this year. Not one! 
but several super-revues have been | 
projected. Besides Hope there was 
|; Edgar Bergen, Bette Davis, Edward | 
Arnold, Connie Boswell, Dave 
Broekman music, Lionel Barrymore, 
Edward Newell. A week'ago there | 


coe 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 








Ait 


iim 20) 20m. NBC 


WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M., EST 


tatiow was Katharine Cornell and Brian 78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 
RE D Ahearne. The shows, have been 
Sait bake Crty NETWORK tightly produced,--showing real Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Ine. 


thought on the part of the partici- 
pants. The appeals have been pointed, 
ut not maudlin. 





Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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~ Pluggers Union's Probe of BMI 





For the first time since its organization Broadcast Music, Inc.. fs faced 
with a probe of its exploitation methods by the contactmen’s union. 
Bob Miller, paid president of the union, declined Monday (17) to dis- 
close the basis of the complaint against BMI and how far he had pro- 
ceeded in his investigation. Miller stated that it would be unfair to all 
concerned for him to discuss the matter until he had made a thorough 
inquiry and submitted his findings to the union’s executive council. 

The report in the music trade was that the complaint involved 
BMI’s alleged practice of subsidizing the making of transcriptions which 
According to this report, not only are 
the bands paid for the arrangements used but the recorder bills BMI 
for the musicians’ salaries and the production job. 

Shortly after BMI went into the publishing business it signatured 
a contract with the contactmen’s union. 
a standard one for the publishing industry, firms found guilty of stipu- 
lated unfair exploitation practices are subject to a fine of $500 for each 
The penalized publisher is also required to put up a bond 
Contactmen involved in such violations are also subject to 
fines and possible expulsion from the union. 


contain its new song releases. 


violation. 
of $1,000. 








Under this contract, which is 











BMI Royalty Worth $1-A-Day 
To Songwriters, Ahlert Figures 





| 





Editor, VARIETY: 

I have read with intense inter- 
est, over the past few months, the 
various promises of bigger royalties 
held out by BMI as a bait for com- 





posers and authors to desert ASCAP. | Inc., has been chartered to conduct 
BMI and its bosses, CBS, NBC andja business in furnishing orchestras, 
MBS, have tried to make something | performers, etc., in New York. 


of a cause celebre in behalf of the 
struggling new composer and author, 
and they have made it appear that 
they are coming to his aid with gold 
and glory. 

It all looks very beautiful on pa- 
per. But I can’t make figures do 
magic tricks, and so my calculations | 
don’t produce quite the same results. | 

The schedule of payment an- 
nounced by BMI for the works of | 
its composers and authors calls for | 
one-cent per song per station. = 





that basis, if a number is played on 
a vast hookup of 100 stations, the 
songwriters will get from BMI ex-| 
actly $1. 

The theme songs which have be-| 
come identified with leading radio 
personalities, and which are virtual- 
ly the radio trade-marks of impor- 
tant sponsored products in addition 
to having endeared themselves to the | 
public, would have to be performed 
over 100 stations in order to net their 
composers $1. 

I'm sure BMI pays its office boys 
more than that. 

And don't forget that # song, to be 
used over 106 stations, must be worth 
while. Can you imagine any writer 
sitting up nights to write a song hit 
for $1 a day! 





Fred E. Ahlert. 


N.Y.-CHICAGO SYMPHS 
SWAP FOR FORTNIGHT 


New York Philharmonic-Sym- 
Phony orchestra and the Chicago 
Symphony orchestra have swapped 
stands for the next couple of weeks. 
Local outfit plays concerts in York, 
Pa.; Baltimore, Toledo, Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Ann Arbor, Saginaw, 
Lansing, Ft. Wayne, Cincinnati, Co- 
lumbus, Pittsburgh, Washington, 
Providence, Boston and Springfield. 
Next two Sunday afternoon broad- 
wcasts over CBS will be from Ann 
Arbor and Baltimore. Next home 
broadcast will be Dec. 7. Chicago 
orchestra will play several concerts 


at Carnegie Hall, N. Y 
time. 








Exchange of orchestras was ar- 
Tanged to celebrate the 50th anni- 
versary* of the Chicago organization. 


Bassinet’ Song Suit 
Against Gordon-Revel 


Inability of Robert Brooker Wyatt 
to find Mack Gordon and Harry 
Revel in New York has slowed up 
the trial of Wyatt's action against 
the Songwriters, 20th Century-Fox 
and Leo Feist, Inc., in N. Y. federal 
court. For the third time since the 
start of the action in 1939 Wyatt has 
received permission extending his 
time to serve Gordon and Revel, 
this time for six months from Nov. 
30, 1940. 
Action claims plagiarism by the 
atiendants of the plaintiff’s song, 
hoe a Bassinet,’ written in 1934, in 
- Gordon, Revel song, ‘My Lucky 
tar,” used in 20th-Fox’s ‘This May 
the Night” An accounting of 


Profits, an injunction and damages 
are sought. 








| 
, in the mean- | 


vv 


| whether label restrictions alone can 
| prevent unauthorized broadcasting of 


| gated Whiteman case, in which RCA 
| Manufacturing 


{and Elin, 
| fendants, is up before the highest 


1U. S. 


| the 





ithe Shapiro-Bernstein office here. 


DeLange’s Corporation 





Albany, Nov. 19. 
Eddie DeLange & His Orchestras, 


Capital stock is 100 shares, no par 
value, 





DeLange of late has been devoting | 
himself mostly to arranging for 
other bands. 








HIGH COURT 


GETS DISC 
CASE 


| 
| 





Washington, Nov. 19. | 
Views of the U. S. Supreme Court} 


are sought on the touchy question 


phonograph. records. The long.-liti- 
Co., station WNEW, 


Inc. (sponsor) are de- 





tribunal. 


Review is asked of the District and | 
Circuit court rulings on the impor- 
tant issues presented by efforts of 
the National Association of Perform- 


ling Artists to specify how the platters 
}can be used. 


(NAPA is not a party 
to this proceeding, but it is very 
much similar to the action a couple 
of years ago by Fred Waring.) 

Many-chaptered litigation finally | 
resulted in a confusing reversal. 
Circuit judges upset the initial find- 
ings on almost every point. So the 
Supreme Court now is asked 
whether: 

1. Common law rights in record- 
ings, which are non-copyrightable, 
are lost by ‘publication,’ meaning 
issuance and sale of the waxed | 
product. | 

2. Sale constituted ‘publication.’ 

3. Sale of discs carrying restricted- | 
use notice constitutes publication of 
artist’s rights. | 

4. The notices are enforceable. | 

5. Unauthorized airing is unfair | 
competition. | 

6. Use of the artist’s name without 
permission is a _ violation of his| 
rights, or is unfair competition with | 
the band. 

7. RCA gained common-law prop- 
erty rights under the 1924 and 1931 
agreements. 

8. Either RCA or Writeman was 
entitled to injunctive relief—in form 
of an order against WNEW and Elin 
—and if so, who benefits. 





NEW MUSIC FIRM 


——— 


Lew Quadling, Milt Stein 
Stevens Music Co. in Chicago 


Form 





Chicago, Nov. 19. 

New music publishing firm has 
been organized here by Lew Quad- 
ling and Milt Stein to be known as 
the Stevens Music Co. 

First song off the press will be 
Quadling’s new tune, ‘I Do—Do_ 
You?’ which is being given a ride 


currently by the DickeJurgens orch. | 


Stein was formerly second man with | 


| in 


| five - station 


All-Girl Mexican Orch 


Mexico City, Nov. 19. 

Some 16 local girls, ranging in age 
from 20 to 26 years, have organizée& 
an all-femme orchestra, known as 
Rios Art. Band has already been 
booked for three months at various 
local spots. 

This is the first professional gir] 
band Mexico has had in 10 years. 
The pioneer band disbanded in 1931. 


ADVANCE NOT 
ELIGIBLE FOR 
BMI 











| 
| 





Broadcast Music, Inc., has made | 
a bid for another catalog special- | 
izing in boogie-woogie music, the | 
Advance Music Publishing Co., but | 
this instance found that an’ 
ASCAP affiliate had its performing 
rights under control. Approach was 
made by BMI to Moe Gale, personal 
rep for Erskine Hawkins and other | 
bands, about the same time that 
BMI opened negotiations for Jimmy 
Lunceford’s catalog as contained in | 
the New Era Music Co. 

Gale is a 50% partner in Advan», ! 
with the balance of the stock he « | 
by the Warner- Bros. publishixg , 
group. After Advance was set up | 
the WB group assigned the former’s 
small rights to Remjck Music Corp., | 





a WB subsid, and since Remick is a|!¥ Bros., Inc., and Bernice Petkere 
‘for the plagiarism of the plaintiff's 
, song, ‘Confessions,’ in ‘Starlight Help 


member of ASCAP the performing 
rights in the Advance catalog are 
being administered by the Society. 
Advance will likely be admitted to 
ASCAP as a member in February, 
and as such will have its small rights 
assigned back to it. 

Under the ASCAP by-laws a firm 
has to be in business for a year be- 
fore it can be eligible to member- 
ship. 





ASCAP SEES 250 


IN CAMP JAN. 1 


Management of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors 
Publishers is confident that in the 


event there is a showdown on the 
new licensing contract Jan. 1 it will 
get applications from around 250 





and 


stations. It arrives at this figure in 
the following way: 
ASCAP’s station licensees total 


667. Indications that Broaacast Mu- 
sic has about reached its maximum 


|of subscribers, namely, 420. ASCAP 


looks forward to getting not only 
these BMI holdouts but quite a num- 
ber of stations that have taken out 
BMI licensees but which are ex- 
pected when the showdown occurs to 
sign up with ASCAP so as to cover 
their heavy use of phonograph rec- 
ords. 





Westinghouse'’s 1007, Non-ASCAP 4 





Torching for ASCAP OK for Leaders 
Already in Chips, But Upcomers 
Need Air Plugs—Joe Reichman 





Paging The Cops 


Art Green, who conducts a 
phonograph record program on 
WMCA, New York, offered free 
theatre tickets to listeners identi- 
fying a disc and reporting where 
the band was playing. It hap- 
pened to be Guy Lombardo. 

Two hours later the Informa- 
tion Department of the city of 
New York, one of Mayor La- 
Guardia’s innovations, tracked 
down WMCA and said it had 
over 100 requests for where- 
abouts of Lombardo and, please, 
where was the orchestra. 

It's at the Roosevelt 
New York. 





Grill, 








FINAL AWARD 


IN SONG LIFT 
ACTION 


Final award to W. A. Wilkie, 
known as Bud Wilkie, against Sant- 








Me Find the One I Love’ was set 
Friday (15) in the N. Y. federal 
court by Judge Samuel Mandel- 
baum, The court approved the find- 
ings of the special master almost 
completely, only deducting from the 
award, an amount paid to Joseph | 
Santly in settlement of his contract. | 
The music publishing firm has, since 


Jov-Select, Inc. 
The master’s findings granted the 


| plaintiff $6,763 from the Stanlys and 


|$779 from Miss Petkere. 


ion the song. 


Award was 
filed in the court on Sept. 6, 1939, 
with both sides objecting, the plaintiff 
claiming the amount should have} 
been in excess of $20,000, and the| 
defendants asserting they lost money | 
The court found that 


filing of the suit, become Santley- | 


|the song sold over 62,000 copies and | 


j the filing attorney. 


grossed $15,886. The master’s request 
of $1,825 to himself was granted | 
to the extent of $1,000. Reduction of | 
the award by several hundred dol- | 
lars as a result of allowing the pay- 
ment to Joseph Santly as part of 
Santley Bros, overhead, will end the 
case. 


Republic Music Chartered 


Albany, Nov. 19. 
Republic Music Corp. has been 
chartered to eonduct a business in 
musical and dramatie works of all | 
kinds. Capital stock is $1,000, $10 | 
par value. | 
Leopold V. Eastman, of N. Y., is | 


| 


Rule in Abeyance for Charity Show 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra's 
broadcast for Com- 
munity Fund here Friday night (15) 
was almost called off at last minute 
as result of ASCAP-BMI regulations 
which went into effect at Westing- 
house-owned KDKA same day. Only 
action of John Holman, station man- 
ager, who deferred order for 12 


(hours, enabled program to hit air as 


scheduled. 
Although other four _ stations, 
WCAE, WJAS. KQV and WWSW, 


'carried music, KDKA was in charge 


of the broadcast. When Holman 
agreed to hold up Westinghouse 
ruling that all music on sustaining 
shows must be 100% 
managers of remaining outlets also 
temporarily relented in interests of 
Community Fund. 

Works Symphony had scheduled 


jand controlled by ASCAP publish- 


ers. Broadcast had been scheduled 
hastily by Fund and Orchestra 
heads and Holman stated that had/| 
he known about it sooner, the West- | 
inghouse order dated Nov. 15 would | 
not have been made effective so 


soon. In addition, Holman also al-| 


lowed Symphony to disregard ruling | 


non-ASCAP, | 


for two regularly-scheduled Sunday | 
broadcasts by Fritz Reiner’s orches- 
tra over KDKA. 

Order for all Westinghouse-con- 
trolled stations follows: 

1. Music played on sustaining pro- 
grams from studio must be 100% 
non-ASCAP. 

2. Musie of dance bands, aired by 
remote pick-ups, must be 50% non- 
ASCAP. 

3. All theme music must be 100% 
non-ASCAP. 

4. Fifty % of all music for live tal- 
ent commercial shows must be non- 


_ASCAP. 
were by Debussy and Tschaikowsky, 


This was éffective as of last Fri- 
day (15). 


| bandleaders’ 


| Franz 








Joe Reichman, maestro at the Es- 
sex House, N. Y., states that in these 
committees called by 
Fred Waring and Abe Lyman, and 
attended by such other illustrious 
names as Eddy Duchin, Meyer Davis, 
Guy Lombardo, Kay Kyser, Phil 
Spitalny and others of similar re- 
nown, it’s all right perhaps for them 
to rant against anti-ASCAP music 
restrictions, but he (Reichman) feels 
that he is expressing the viewpoint 
of others not so financially fortunate 
or world-famous when he prefers the 
radio buildup as a vital commercial 
asset. 

Reichman states that, if after Jan. 
1, all ASCAP music is tabu, he ean 


| compete with anybody else on equal 


footing, and he would be foolish te 
deprive himself of the mike exploi- 
tation values. 

‘When I get to be as well fixed as 
Fred Waring, maybe I, too, can carry 
the torch for or against ASCAP,’ says 
Reichman, ‘but right now I certainly 
need that radio outlet. I'll play 
‘Practice Makes Perfect’ or Strauss 
waltzes or ‘Jeanie With the Light 
Brown Hair’ along with anybody on 
the air—but most importantly that 
air channel is very necessary to my 
career. I’ve no sponsor: I haven't 
annuities to back me up economi- 
cally like the others; I've my entire 
future before me. 


‘Sure I prefer playing Romberg 
and Herbert, Kern and Friml, Ger- 
shwin and Porter and Berlin to 
‘There I Go,’ but some of the old 
masters in the public domain aren’t 
bad either, and some of these new 
BMI tunes compare quite favorably 
with some of the others’ popular re- 


| leases, 


‘But the main idea is that the radio 
outlet means too much for me and 
my band to deliberately kick it in the 
face.’ 


Sue ASCAP On 
Austrian AKM 
Song Income 








Leo Ascher, Hermann Leopoldi, 
Sabotka, Ladislas Szucs, Au- 
strian songwriters and publishers, and 
Daniel R. Finn, Jr., have a N. Y. 
supreme court action on file against 
Gene Buck, as president of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, for $99,658. 
Suit was revealed by ASCAP’s 
quest for a dismissal, claiming 
cause of action had been stated. 
The plaintiff, Finn, Jr., is the Sher- 
iff of N. Y. County and automatically 
becomes party to an action seeking 
to recover on an attachment action 
of this nature. In March, 1940, the 
plaintiffs, with the exception of 
Finn, sued the Staatlich Genek- 
mighte Gesellschaft Der Autoren 
Komponisten Und Musikverleger 
(AKM) and on July 9 won a judg- 
ment in the amount of $99,658. On 
April 8, during an examination be- 
fore trial of Buck, he _ revealed 
ASCAP owed AKM $57,994 on royal- 
ties due the Austrian perforining 
rights society. The plaintiffs, 
ing no other creditor of AKM 
country, started this action against 
Buck in August, which has remained 
unrevealed till now, to recover 
much of their money as possible. 


REISMAN AND DRUMMER 
AT OIL MAN'S DANCE 


St. Louis, Nov. 19." 

Leo Reisman, band leader, and his 
drummer, Davey Gray, were brought 
from New York Friday (15) to guest 
conduct Jimmy Downey’s band at a 
coming-out party for Dorothy Jane 


re- 


no 


hav- 
in the 


as 











| Mahaffey, daughter of Birch O. Ma- 


| 


| haffey, local] millionaire oil man. The 
| shindig, to which 400 guests were in- 
| vited, was tossed in the St. Louis 
Country Club and got undex way at 


111 p.m. and [ested until 6 am. Sat- 
|} urday (16). 


Reisman and Green returned to 


| New York Saturday noon. 
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Orchestra Dismisses Its Leader 


Sonny Burke Cut Adrift So Band Can Move, Without 
Him, to Willam Morris 


+ 
v 








| . 
Situation rare in the band business | more than a week ago by Georg ie 
Auld. Burke’s exit and scheduled 
a pert Burke from ad by Donahue followed. 
band he’s currently leading at the | Burke is currently negotiating for 
Roseland Ballroom, Brooklyn, N. Y., | an_arranger job with Glenn Miller. 


after the completion Friday (22) of | Columbia Records, which ae : 
t 35 cen 
the band’s stay there. Burke is on recording Burke for its 39c e 


’ : : : ‘label, has said that it would not 
oe ee eee Pe oe | record the band without Burke, in- 
steps out (23) the group will shift to | = as its contract called for 
the leadership of Sam Donahue, | 
tenor saxist, who was a member of | 
the band several years ago, and who | 
recently left a spot vith the new | Cit 
Benny Goodman band. Burke age 0S OW l @s 
exactly given two weeks’ notice. 
was worked by the entire band ae 
ing him their- quitting notices in a | 
body. It amounts to the same thing. 

Benny Goodman has been inter- 
ested in Burke’s bunch in the past 
couple of months. He spent the en- 
tire evening with the band after in- 


Sonny 





22 Dominantly 
ASCAP Air Show 





troducin.g it when it started the 

Roseland date Oct. 19 and has . £ 
allowed himself to be labeled as its | 
sponsor. Hollywood. | 


According to the men in the band | Editor, VARIETY: 


Burke is being discarded as a leader; One important point that seems to 
to ‘safeguard’ their future. Getting have been lost sight of in the 
rid of him clears t.:2 band of obli- | ASCAP-Radio controversy is_ this: | 


gations in his name to one band | Do the networks intend depriving | 
agency so that it can tie up with an- | 130,000,000 listeners after Jan. 1 of 
other which wouldn't have interested | at least 22 of their favorite shows— 
itself if the tie with the first hadn’t | shows that have been long estab- 
been erased. Burke for some time | lished on the air, and that have hosts 
has had a _ personal managership | of loyal followers who will — | 
agreement with the Fredericks Bros. | not accept substitute programs? 

and was being booked by Music Following is a list of aia 
Corp. of America on a farmout idea. | shows we get out here on the Pacific 
MCA didn’t provide bookings enough Coast, all of which depend almost 
and the band as working hand-to- | entirely on standard material in the | 
mouth for some time. Burke got his| ascap repertoire (there are prob- 
release from MCA this past fall. ably many more which do not get 


Goodman then became interested oyt as far as the Coast): 
in the band, and so did the Wm. 1. Musical American (Raymond | 
Morris agency, but the latter “ 


Paige Orch.). 
2. American Album of Familiar | 
Music. | 

3. Song of Your Life (N.B.C. Blue 

Network feature—see their own ad. 

iin a previous issue of VARIETY, 


members are said to have informed 
Burke that his negotiations to re-| headed ‘What does ‘Stardust’ mean 


lease himself from the Brothers were \to you?’ 


not progressing fast enough and that | 4. Beat the Band (Ted Weems). 


wouldn’t consider getting the band 
work until the Fredericks Bros. tie 
to Burke was nullified. Remember- | 
ing lean days of the past, the band 


they were quitting on him and/ 5. Hawaii Calls (Mutual) Most 

taking Donahue as leader, which | fawiian standards are ASCAP 

would automatically clear them for | gongs. 

a deal with Wm. Morris. 6. Ben Bernie’s Musical Quiz 
Donahue, once a member of the | show. 

band in its early days in Detroit, 7. Kay Kyser’s Lucky Strike Show. 


has been with various big name out- 
fits in the past year or two. -ie was 
named from the first as a member of | now 
the sax section in Goodman’s new | F 
group, but suddenly was replaced 


8. Hit Parade (if ASCAP songs are 


what happens? At present 
date 9 out of 10 on the Hit Parade 
| are ASCAP songs—does BMI expect 
to replace these—authentically—in 
| six weeks?) 

9. Major Bowes Anzateurs. 
musical amateurs perform numbers 
they have been practising for sev- 
eral years.) 

10. Waltz 
| nesia). 

11. Horace Heidt Treasure Chest. 


OF THE VIOLIN 
12, Parade of the Years (NBC Sun- 


| day show). 
| 13. Urion Oil Show (composed ex- 
clusively of ‘oldies’). 

14. Wayne King Saturday Show 


(based on prizes for listeners writing 
and HIS ORCHESTRA 


best letters regarding their favorite | 
memory songs). 














THE DARK ANGEL 


Time (Phillips Mag- 


RENEWED FOR | 15. Songs for Sunday (Mutual 
ADDITIONAL | Sustainer—exclusively songs from 
| past musical comedy hits). 
SIX WEEKS 16. Contented Hour. 


17. General Electric 
Charm. 
18. Gene Autrey’s Melody Ranch. 
19. Saturday Night Serenade 


20. Lower Basin Street Chamber 


Hour of 


CAFE SOCIETY 


East 58 St., New York 


* ‘ ; : 
Music Society. (Can you imagine 
COLUMBIA RECORDS what would happen to this popular 
EXCLUSIVELY show if they couldn’t do ‘San,’ 
e ‘Dinah,’ ‘Honeysuckle Rose’ or 
Personal Management ‘Sweet Sue.’) 


21. Voice of Firestone (Will Rich- 
ard Crooks have to sing ‘Practise 
| Makes Perfect’ or ‘There I Go’?) 
| 22. Manhattan Merry-Go-Round. 
| And so it goes. You can probably 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
Circie 7-0862 











|having given 


| still in the first 10 six weeks from | 


(Most 


‘Rugs Morgan, Coastward, 


Replacing 11 of 17 Men 


St. Louis, Nov. 19. 

Russ Morgan who will make a 
film in Hollywood shortly after Jan. 
1 is streamlining his 17 piece band 
notice in Cincinnati 
three weeks ago and by the time he 
finishes his current engagement at 
the Chase Club he will have replaced 
11 men. Of the original group only 
the sax section of four and two 
others remain. Of the new faces 
nine were engaged in Cincinnati and 
two in Indianapolis. 





Morgan said that besides getting | 
more youth into the band he also | 
wanted to make sure that the new 


six months or more. Some of the 


'men to be displaced have been with | 
'the maestro for several years. While 





at the Chase Club Morgan is re- 
hearsing the new outfit and expects 
them to play in public for the first 
| time on the last night in St. Louis. 
From St. Louis Morgan autos his 
troupe to the Palace Hotel, San 
Francisco, with a few in between 
stops, and after that engagement 
moves into the Cocoanut Grove in 
Hollywood until it is time to appear 
beneath the Kliegs. The talker, ten- 








Columbia Records is going in 
for record albums designed 
for kiddie consumption, Company is 
using various known pirate, bedtime 


and fairy 


heavily 


stories, nursery rhymes, 


lete., spoken or sung with musical | 
background, as a basis for widening 
the opportunities for record sales. | 


Each one of the albums is appropri- 
| ately inscribed with pictures and the 
| words or lyrics to the material it is 
based on. 

Four, five and six record books are 
also supplemented by stories that re- 
quire only two two-sided platters. 
They’re to be released in envelopes. 





think of many more. Study the 
format of the above shows and you 
will see that they depend mainly on 
the Standard hits of the past 40 
years. Public Domain, BMI, Sesac, 
etc., can not supply this type of ma- 
terial. Is the public faced, then, 
with the unwelcome possibility of 
either 
programs or having these programs 
radically change their basic ideas? 

Another point which has struck me 

very forcibly in the past few weeks 
is the steadily growing resentment 
| and leaders at having a small group 
of songs ‘forced down their throats’ 
by their employers. As one impor- 
| tant musical director told me several 
| days ago, ‘If I hear ‘There I Go’ or 
‘The Same Old Story’ just once more, 
I’ll scream!’ 

What could be more detrimental 
to the morale and efficiency of a net- 
work schedule than to have a very 
unhappy bunch of artists all singing 
the same four or five songs 
Jan. 1, without having their hearts in 
the job? 


learn about the psychological make- 
| up of musical artists. 
Sam Coslow. 
(ASCAP). 


losing their favorite musical | 
|against her had merit and allowed 


}on the part of network staff singers | =? 
permission. 


| $5,000 damages. 


| plaintiff’s 


after | 


Perhaps the big network | 
|; executives have a thing or two to| 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 16, 1940) 





*Only Forever (‘Rhythm on the River’)............eseeseee. Santly 
ek Bless RE 55 8k abe his Sabah ele 9440800000645 54OERs Berlin 
Blueberry Hill .....csceee errr reer errr yess ur ere Pe Chappell 
le ewe seee ben erebapebeeer es vrevedaes ebb isean -M 
Bite BE TIME occ ode sac ceeecasvedeasesds 65s ¢00s eke teeing BVC 
FPe®FybOat Serenade 2c cscscissrccvecscvescvvrccccesvercsd os Robbins 
*Our Love Affair (‘Strike Up the Band’)... ......065:ccceces Feist 
DER. 55.855 cs ohh usd ont nes 6524560005 b 40 Fes ath hans ...Robbins 
ee ee hy ee eee Pee ee ee fe M-M 
*Down Argentina Way (‘Down Argentine V h. eda ete eile Miller 
rere Cee 2. pire ke ker ee ebbekatnss sens cece eserves Harms 
ee 9 550 bac even coke ceekh b4eke be Pe cncboert betsonass Feist 
*Two Dreams Met (‘Down Argentine Way’).................. Miller 
ce a | ae a park ey sah = Shes are Pare re eh ee enema er BMI 
Now I Lay Me Down ‘to Bs bo hdeaas see bees ery eee Remick 


|members would not be in the con-| » FiImusical. 
'scription class to be called within 








Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (Nov. 11-17). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m, to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
listings. 


tatively tagged ‘The Story of Radio’ | : ; a GRAND 
probably will be made by Para-| TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
mount, according to Paul Specht, poate I > Soe as ; x : 4 bas RE POPE Ter Ter eee ere Tr: ae iieéeewans = 
, | Practice Makes Perfec Ds Pin cay bale vkae) Se00s hes Oe awekt ae 2 
TES weepager. f Indi oes ceckn des ee bausnes Sa ere 26 
| Morgan came here from Indian-| sy you're the One (4)......ceccccecccecceucecsteueess  peeeeeetonr 25 
apolis. Below freezing tempera-| yoy’ye Got Me This Way (3)...*You'll Find Out...... BVC 25 
ture delayed the band as they | Ferryboat Serenade (11)..........ccccce eee eeeeeeeeeee Robbins 24 
reached this burg just five hours be- | Dream Valley (4)......... 00: cceeeeenwee eee eet teeeees eee 23 
fore their first POFEETIRANes. Only Forever (12)...*Rhythm on the River........... os Serer 23 
I’d Know You Anywhere (2)...*You'll Find Out..... iP 
Fe eee We Br PE Si ec ck cccns ects givereceveces (pS aaa saree’ 21 
| Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square (5)............. | ae ere 20 
Se ar Se a aie 5k Eid oe.n 0 0004004 0604 1 MEE Ree 17 
re en Cee ChE... cases wesee cone cer ees a aha eee 16 
ee ee CED, og Gdisk WKS he SOK bO0 Fe ad ONS BO eS aaa 15 
Down Argentina Way (1)...*Down Argentine Way.... Miller ......... 14 
Two Dreams Met (4)...*Down Argentine Way........ Miller aes 
Moon Over Burma (3)...*Moon Over Burma......... Paramount 
Our Love Affair (10)...*Strike Up the Band — = 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (17)............ BMI 
ee teste  akew asad se 066 0406860544400 5O0 Southern 


Now I Lay Me Down to Dream (10).......ccccnseccces Remick 


ss 
ee nS 


: esterthoughts (3).......... ... Witmark 
NE BEE MEO ce akevedeesecrasneees .. BMI. 

Maybe (16) . ee Ree .. Robbins 
Turkev in the Str: ae et aie aA .BMI 11 
a hee er ere CE)... ceebies sees ebekes sees waned Advance 10 
Eee s eee 80 - POrmet C1)... ..cocsccesersccceces BMI — 
| Let’s Be Buddies (2)...tPanama Hattie: ....cccccvcces Chappell . es 
May I Never Love Again SS err ro eee ee eee BMI . - we 
| Along the Santa Fe Trail (2)...*Santa Fe Trail........ Witmark 9 
i rE ick a chaveeeens be deeavenes ....Chappell . 9 
ee Les wegen e bene nkene eb BVC ye 9 
ee ee be a ad alk eae eee aE » SOUtHETN ...ce 9 
Accidentally on Purpose (1).........esscece. .. BMI ... ee 
Bad Humor Man (1)...*You’ 11 F ind Out SS aieieoie a évitxn ae a 8 
i i Ug cues rae ee kak stab edkeyee eens BMI 8 
I Want to Live (3)...+Boys and Girls Together........Crawford ..... 8 
eee SEU CED 6c, Meee Oe GE BOGE se ooo 0000 cesdesens ee 8 
. ° | Edward Ward started on the mu- 
Adds Sister to Suit sical score for Richard Rowland’s 
‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ at General 

Meredith Blake, sister of Charles Service. 


Balcoff, was added as a third party | 


e ose Whitley wrote 
defendant in Balcoff’s suit against Fred Rose and Ray 


. . three songs for ‘Along the Rio 
— ; Reine rage a Re C —— Grande’ at RKO. Ditties are title 
OadaCe rste nc, n 1e€ , ‘ , 
. ; ; s ; ‘ ‘ey Moon’ and ‘M 
N. Y. federal court Monday (18). | Ph peonterey sn0en ’ 
Judge John C, Knox in an opinion| ~** _ 
decided that Teagarden’s’ claim | a 














the action to be amended. 


Balcoff claims that on May 14, | 
1939, Teagarden and his orchestra 
broadcast his song, ‘Darling You 
Weren’t There’ over CBS without | 
Plaintiff seeks an in- | 
junction, accounting of profits, and 
Teagarden claims 
as a partial defense that Miss Blake, 
sister, told him that Bal- | 
coff had consented to the airing of 
his song. The orchestra leader will 
now seek to shift any damages 
which might be found against him 
on the head of Miss Blake, whom he 
claims is responsible. She was Tea- 
garden’s vocalist at the time of the 
alleged misuse of her brother's song. | 





JOHNNY 
MESSNER 


and His Orchestra 


Ben Oakland and Herb Magidson 


are writing the score of George 
| White’s next musical, ‘Gay White SIGNED FOR 
| Way.’ Shew is due to open around 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 


| the middle of December. 

















The Song Hit From The $250;000 Sonja Henie 


Arthur M. Wirtz -Production 


“It Happens On Ice’ 


now playing at. the Radio City Cefiter Theatre 


THE MOON FELL IN THE RIV 


by MITCHEL ARIS 
Writer if 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 





799 Seventh Avenue, New 


bola 


MURRAY BAKER, Gen.-Prof Mgr. « 


MUsic by PETER DE ROSE 


lhe Starlit Hour,’’ etc. 


LEO TALENT, P; 
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Johnny Messner Sets Biz Details For 


BILLY STEIN CRITICAL 

















































































































Oberstein Can't Hold Orch 
P } 
Brain Clot Serious Aftermath of Leg rs ein all t 0 C estras, Gets 
e Amputation ' 
Own Recording of Double Entendres) 2»: sic». sm) New Delay to Salvage US. Record Co | 
,|ca v.p. and brother of Jules C. Stein, ono 2 { 
a ; 
nn eee r head of that org, is again in a grave + . 
id GETS SIX CENT condition as a result of the heart at- 2 
Johnny Messner, whose band di S N a : 4 
the controversial recording of ‘She tack he suffered a month or so ago. Lopez al ew Kenmore — ee See — pay —— | 
stor’ | SUPPOsed@ Juke Box ‘Mystery Man’ | He is now suffering with a blood clot cording contracts with Eli Ober- 
Had to Go and Lose It At the Astor Wine Consent Jud on the brain at Fifth Avenue hos- stein’s U. S. R d , ; 
last year for Varsity records, is mak- — pital, New York, where he has been Albany, Nov. 19. eek veeak by mts ean oe : 
ing plans to turn out a series of Detroit, Nov. 19. since the first. Vincent Lopez opened (16) a spe-| Federal court, New York, that they 4 
platters in the same vein with an A consent judgment of six cents Following the heart attack, a simi- | cial week’s engagement in Rainbo!could apply for releases from their : 
independent recording and pressing was handed down here by Federal lar clot formed in his left leg, mak- | Room of New Kenmore hotel, Al-|U. S. contracts. Ruling was handed : 
indep hes been talking te Judge Ernest A. O’Brien in a $200,- | "8 it necessary for the limb to be | bany. ,down last Wednesday (13, at which . 3 
setup. Messner Bor ; 000 libel suit instituted by Maurice amputated. He was recovering from | Terry Shand’s band had been time the bankrupt record company 
one of the SS H. Brown, of Chicago, against Ed- that when the current trouble set in. | playing for two months a return en- | Was supposed to uncover new back- { 
outfits in New York to hes om ior, ward A, Nowack, as publisher of the For a time he had been recuperating gagement at the spot, with floor |ing or be liquidated. Neither hap- 
cording and another out of town fac- Michigan State Digest. Brown, who | nicely. show changed every fortnight. (Continued on page 42) ; 
tory to handle the pressing. IS an operator of the Mutual Music 
Leader explains he now owns a | Co., distributors of juke boxes and on - , 
flock of tunes that run along the | who was referred to as ‘the mystery | = 
lines of ‘Astor’ and inasmuch as the | man’ during several state adminis- © 
currently established recording com- | trations, charged defamatory state- | ¥ 
panies shy away from that style | ments in the Digest. P 
material figures to do ‘em himself.| Brown was said to have obtained o 
Bases his idea on the sale of ‘Astor’ | an additional settlement out of court. 7 
which is figured to have sold be- As 
yond the 200,000 mark although an ' a 
accurate sales count has not been j 
given by U. S. Records, which re- Present } 
leased the platter. i 
Joe Rines, leader who recorded the ‘ ; 
same type of stuff solo for Varsity ? Th S . ‘ j 
under the name John Ryan, has been p e ong O Your Li e ; 
recording and shipping under his 
own efforts for some time and with ‘ 
outstanding success. { 
r Charlie Barnet took a long step 
toward ironing out all his difficul- 
ties with Consolidated Radio Art- 
ists and the American Federation of 
Musicians last week. He bought his By Johnny Mercer and Arti 
release from the 10-year booking | yJ Y eG d rtie Shaw 
| contract CRA held on his band for : 
| an undisclosed figure and is current- From the Paramount Picture, “SECOND CHORUS”, a Boris Morros Pro- . 
ly free from any booking agency | . . f 
ties. Buying his contract automatic- duction, starring FRED ASTAIRE, PAULETTE GODDARD and ARTIE SHAW. ut 
ally ends the legal fight he had start- : 
Music Corp. of America claims this |¢¢ to extricate himself from its ¥ 
“ : A terms. b 
ag tet apron 4 Bhagat a mat Though Barnet’s differences with XD : 
ne “ 5 eceatuled ta ite histor CRA are at an end he still is under ' 
mag _ - jak io te ew suspension by the AFM. At a meet- 
York ony only Sink etende to | ing with Petrillo and all parties in- | i 
7 : . | Vvolved in the squabble, including ' 7 
he western edge of Pennylvania | ¥° are O d b 
a —. pe A BR sted | attorneys and mediator Johnny nce You ve Hear It, You Can t Forget A out 
Off h anh 228 dates for 21 |O’Connor, manager of Fred Waring, 
bend og? ludi A , io andl Barnet said that from that point on : 
~s s, ee r a er . r aA nies os he would conform with the union's 
r ats Ay adit ae ps that | Wishes. His reinstatement some- | } 
tal e cag "be ar a oo | time this week to good standing in ; 
oe Pn Suppose ste it ee the AFM is a probability. ei 
ri tre oe he pe ' ve y BoC | Meanwhile Petrillo has allowed i 
Cae Ste & S Sues SHINS, Barnet’s band to continue filling ae 
dates that had been set for it be- | 
yond the finish of last week’s stand 
Rather Than Cut, Full |at the State-Lake theatre, Chicago, i 
d y - }at which time Barnet’s membership | Ba 
Benn G |in the AFM was supposed to cease. : ‘ 
y 00 man ersions pees played Purdue University’s, 
Lafayette, Ind., Friday (15); Flint, : 
Get 12-Inch Releases Michigan, the following evening and: f 
the Savoy Ballroom, Chicago, Sun- : . 
Rather than use both sides of a |48Y: Barnet played none of the By Dick Robertson, James F. Hanley and Sammy Mysels 
: : dates w it, however, having flow 
10-inch recording for a lengthy ar-| into New York after closing at the From the RKO Picture "LET'S MAKE MUSIC.” featuring BOB CROSBY ) 
rangement, or cut it down to fit only | State-Lake for the conferences that we aw — re . } 
one side thereby lessening its im- | straightened him out. i 
pression, Columbia Records will re- 
lease a pair of Benny Goodman | : Os } 
Super-writings on a 12-inch platter. | Jan Savitt to Record 
Idea of scheduling the tunes for 12- e ; 
inch release is based also on the fact | For Victor: Gets Fee 
— the continuity and effectiveness . 4 Ri e Hj 
of special arrangements is broken up idin | h ‘di 
when impressed on two sides of >| Guarantee and Roya ly g g , 
10-incher, which has to be turned | _—- 
over in the middle of the playing. | Jan Savitt’s orchestra completes { 
There have been a number of the its current recording contract at 
latter lately. Goodman’s sides will| Decca Records next March then 
_ for iSe whereas the 10-inch Co-| shifts over to the Victor label. Con- } 
— discs sells for 50c. \tract at the latter outfit calls for 48 ; 
Ph ep peed sos release = sides without a time limit, the agree- : 
same tunes, pared down to 10-inch | ment is ended when that number EC 0 MA S 0 
aa — ¥ = ee cOn- | have been cut. He's to get a guar- MY H © Y HAD W AND ME 
: on. For the 12-inch sides the | antee and a royalty. 
two tunes, one the standard ‘Man I Ss -ecentlv shifted bookin f : i 
; , é NLa | savitt recently snilitec OOKINg OlI- 
Love’ and the other an original titled | aces tram Conselidated Radio Artists By Dick Robertson, Nelson Cogane and Sammy Mysels 
Benny Rides Again,’ will run be-!t9 Music Corp. of America after 
> nega — a es and five buving his way out of CRA. He 
Ss. Normal records can't use ‘urrently on a one-night tour. 
beyond three minutes and 20 seconds. | oy " Getentiane nanan 
x. the 12-inch idea gets enough | SHOUT! WHEREVER YOU MAY BE 
uyer response Columbia and Good- | i : 
oy tng turn out one such release | Jimmy Dorsey Lingy 
1th, } — f a 
sry In the first four days of his cur- i 
EDW |rent four-week stay at Meadowbrook, 
ARD KEEVINS GETS | cedar Grove, . ¥., beginning last 
Wednesday (13), Jimmy Dorsey) . 2 
SUSPENDED SENTENCE | topped all attendance and gross fig- By Ira Schuster, Paul Cunningham, and Leonard Whitcup 
lures for a like period. Outfit drew 
6,350 patrons in four evenings and a 
Pleadi _. Buffalo, Nov. 19. |Sunday afternoon cocktail session 2 
RL Builty to a reduced as-|and his gross ran more than $600 
memb charge, Edward, Keevins, 32, | above the old mark. ' 4 
wh er of Orrin Tucker’s band| Opening night business accounted 
seande it played Shea’s Buffalo two | for 612; Thursday, 438; Friday, 1,900, 5 = 
; cay : |has ever had; Saturday, 1,600; Sun : 
ciXeevins, who gave his home as| day, 2,300 over the afternoon and Bob Mellin. General Manager “ 
alent = the court he was in- | evening more than half of it being 
Kennedy so he assaulted Betty E.! accounted for during the afternoon. : 
te) mira. Charge was re- dona —— a 
cuced from criminal assault = 1619 Broadway New York : 
‘econd-degree assault to third-degree | Bob Kitsis, pianist with the old : 
count. Court placed him on proba- | Artie Shaw combination, vice Tony _ 
410n for one year, 'D’Amon with Gene Krupa. ' a aa 
‘ e “ee — . ‘ sae a Z TESTE SHEVTOAZIORALL ELEY j se PH 2S hbase rat hatTasbtseesees) 
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Bands at the Boxoffice| Band Bookings 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 


charge business being done by name 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rate 
room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Will Bradley..... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 1 700 700 
Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50).............. 10 775 10,720 
Sammy Kaye*....Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50)........ 4 1,250 7,375 
Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 27 ~=—1,200 35,200 
may RyeeP... sss Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)......0cccce0. 3 675 3,400 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)............ 6 1,050 7,000 
Abe Lyman*..... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 5 1,225 8,200 
Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 6 1,425 10,935 | 
Tony Pastor...... FAnecoln (225; Te-Gl.SO). o...00s200e0 7 275 3,175 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. 


bands in various New York hotels 
d. Figures after name of hotel give 


Larger amount designates weekend and 


floor show, although the band is the 








Night Club Reviews 





| 


CHASE CLUB, ST. L. 


St. Louis, Nov. 15. | 
Ilomay Bailey, Jana, 
Gower 


Lee Sims, 
Carol Kay, 


of singles, doubles and ensemble 
routines that no one member of cast 
rates any special bow. All are equal- 
ly proficient mimics, hoke songsters, 
and slap-happy gagsters. Question 








| 

Ella Fitzgerald, Nov. 26-27, Acad- 
emy of Music, New York. 

Bob Chester, Nov. 23, Commodore 


On the 


—— 


Upbeat 





| Walter ‘Mousie’ Powell orch set 
‘for indefinite stay at Grey Wolf 
Tavern, Sharon, Pa. 





hotel, New York 25, Nick’s Tavern, | 


New York, Dec. 2-3, Paramount 
'short: Dec. 6, week, Michigan thea- 
‘tre, Detroit. 
| Cab Calloway, Nov. 22, week, 
| Apollo theatre, New York; Nov. 30, 
onenite, Manhattan Center, New 
York; Dec. 1, one day, Lyric thea- 
| tre, Bridgeport, Conn. 
| Johnny Kovach, Nov. 22, 
College, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Benny Goodman, Nov. 22, New 
| Bradford theatre, Bradford, Pa.; 23, 
Valley Dale, Columbus, O.; 24, 
Trainon B., Cleveland, O.; 27, Aud., 
Worcester, Mass.; 28, Bradwood 
hotel, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Boyd Raeburn, Nov. 


Wagner 


17, Cedar 


| 


‘Lake B., Kiel, Wis.; Dec. 13, Illinois | 


|C., Jacksonville, Ill; 14, Memorial 
Coliseum, Marshalltown, Ia.; 30, IMA 
| Aud., Flint, Mich. 

| Ben Cutler, Dec. 28, Hotel Olds, 
| Lansing, Mich. 








and Jeanne, as to whether addition of femme foil | immorality Charges Are 
Jimmy Lewis, Paul Roberts, Russ | No 


Morgan's Orch (17). 





| 

Quality and quantity are current- | 
ly offered at this swank west end | 
spot, and with the weather more 
suitable for nitery biz than in sev- | 
eral months, the natives are turn- | 
ing out in droves. 

Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, who 
scored solidly several months ago in 
this same room, are back for an- 
other two-week stand and continu- 
ing where they left off. Morgan’s 
band is making local bow and cus- 
tomers like its style. And the fea- 
tured artists in the band, including 
Jana, a fast-working sketch artist 
who grabs ringsiders for subjects, | 
also click. 

Proceedings get under way with 
Morgan ditching his familiar themer, 
‘Does Your Heart Beat For Me?’ for 
‘Wabash Blues,’ the maestro with 
his trombone, clarinet and trumpet 
socking over the tune. Gower and 
Jeanne, ballroomology team, are as 
nimble-footed as any who have 
shown in this room. The lad wears 
a dove-colored ensemble, a pleasing 
departure from formal tails, and the 
gal is attractively garbed in a 
striped, strapless gown. One of the 
best of the four routines they pre- | 
sent is a novelty, ‘Tin Type,’ done | 
to the music of ‘Chopsticks.’ 

Next are Sims and Miss Bailey, 
who have firmly established them- 
selves in this burg. Opening with 


lows with the English hit song, ‘A 
Nightingale Sang in 
Square,’ for which Sims wrote a spe- | 
cial arrangement. Miss Bailey con- 
tinues with Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in 


| came veek 
‘Come to the Fair,’ Miss Bailey fol- | and so did cafe operators, that he’d | They work six nights a week, some- | 


| times having as many as 300 dances | 
Berkeley | recognized as a New York and Coast |on a good night. 


wouldn’t provide needed s.a. 
hoofer on bill, either, an omission 
that should be corrected, for slick 
eccentric tapper would round out 
show nicely. : 
Ray Walker’s piano accompani- 
ment is right in character, and Syd 
Lewis’s four-man team handles brief 
dance sessions in fine style. Les. 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Line, Chandra Kaly Dancers (3), 
Robinson Twins, Bob 
Tamara, Joe E. Lewis, Emile Cole- 





| man Orch. 





The Chez, in starting its winter 
season, has plenty b.o. combo. Joe 
E. Lewis and Tamara have proved 
themselves a hot setuy before, Fred 
Evans has outdone himself 
duction numbers, and Emile Coleman 
has to be heard only once to make 
him a favorite with the Chez clien- 
tele. 

Of prime importance is Lewis’ re- 
turn. He’s had a long, up and down 
history in Chicago. For years he 
was considered a Chicago act, strict- 
ly. He didn’t get much money, but 
was a shekel-drawer. So cafe own- 
ers fought to get him. 

After a drop into almost oblivion, 
he went to the Coast and did pretty 
well. Then to New York and he did 
even better. Between times, 
back to Chicago. He found, 
been practically forgotten. He was 
success, a previous Chicago king, and 
the best comic in cafe business, but 
Chicago just didn’t recognize him 


Bromley, | 


in pro-| 


Made Against Detroit 
Taxi Style Ballrooms 


Detroit, Nov. 19. 


Charges of immorality among taxi 
dancers in three of Detroit’s public 
dance halls were placed before 
Mayor Edward Jeffries by the police 
|with a recommendation that the 
|licenses of the Trianon, Hollywood 
and Aragon be revoked. Police said 
that in four visits to the places they 
found hostesses dancing under low 
| lights, drinking from bottles brought 
|in by guests and leaving the place 
| with men and making engagements 
| with others. 

Martin Zimmerman, organizer for 
| the American Federation of Dancing 
| Teachers, which is negotiating a con- 
|tract with the city’s six ballrooms, 
said that the union would see that 

a code of conduct be drawn up by 
a committee of the girls and strictly 
enforced. He added that the jobs 
lof scores of girls should not be 
| tossed out because of the conduct of 
la few and that the immoral ones 
| could swiftly be weeded out once 
ithe contract was obtained. 

Girls here have been averaging 
| about $20 a week in the dance halls. 














The charge is five 
cents a dance with the girls getting 
two. The union is asking two and a 





Blue,’ Sims doing some swell any more. half cents a dance. 

manipulation on the ivories. The} ‘Then came the break. The Hi-Hat | 

customers who packed the 1,100-seat | was in desperate need of a headliner. | | 
room demanded more and Miss} They had to take Lewis—at arotind | 


Bailey obliged with 
‘Dinah,’ and ‘Indian Love Call.’ 
Jimmy Lewis, baritone with the 


band, warbles ‘Eight o’Clock’; Paul | through for good as far as Chicago | pened. 

Roberts, a tenor, scores with ‘Star| was concerned if he didn’t click.| 16, when it will have to produce evi- Chicago, 
Dust,’ with | When it was all over, everybody said | 

the | it was too bad: but what Joe E. Lewis | 


and Carol Kay clicks 
‘Maybe’ and ‘Blueberry Hill,’ 
latter having been recorded by her. | 
with the band. The maestro chips in | 
with ‘Only Forever’ to bring a nifty 
60-minute show to a finale. Sahu. 


Nut Club, Miazi Beach 





Miami Beach, Nov. 16. 

Paddy Buchanan, Reggie Dvorak, 
Joe Bishop, Murry Bishop, Charles 
Adams, Ray Walker, Syd Lewis Orch 

(5); $1.50 minimum. 

Opening month and half in ad- 
vance of last season, ‘Kernel’ Lew 
Mercur’s booby-hatch houses an 
even wackier, assemblage of zanies 
than in the past. It’s boisterous, 
bawdy and batty, but for those who 
like their comedy broad, and whose 
sensibilities aren't easily offended, 
it’s the ticket. 

Tabbed as ‘Funzapoppin,’ show is 
continuous, frequently 
to announce arrival of fresh money, 
give directions to the powder room 
and heckle arriving and departing 
customers. Even during dance sets, 
goofs continue to circulate through 
room, mugging at diners, doubling 
as waiters and generally keeping 
place in uproar. Entire proceedings 
are enveloped in a bluish haze; how- 
ever it’s of the lusty variety, and 
seldom becomes thick enough to 
strangle anyone. 

Decor also follows wacky motif. 
Walls are plastered with gas-lit bur- 
ley three sheets, wrestling bills, bar 
murals and trick mirrors. 

When caught, opening supper 
show ran 75 minutes, forcing con- 
clusion that judicious pruning is ad- 
visable if well-paced unity is to be 
achieved. Number of rough spots 
remain to be smoothed out, particu- 


larly cross talk between Buchanan | 


on the stage and Mercur by cashier's | 
wicket. | 
Goings-on are such a hodge-podge 


interrupted | 


‘Tea for Two,’ | $1,000 a week. There just wasn’t ae | 
|}one else. On his opening, everybody | 


crossed his fingers, realizing he’d be 


needed was the Chez Paree. 

But who ever heard of Mike Frit- 
zel and Joe Jacobson putting an ad- 
| vertised headliner of the Hi-Hat into 
| their Chez Paree? It was unthink- 
|able. Yet. he’s at the Chez now, six 
| months later. Like the Hi-Hat man- 
agement, Fritzel and Jacobson were 
| desperate for a headliner. Nobody 
| else was available. They had to take 
Lewis. His salary had doubled mean- 
while. They cried, but they paid. 

And so Joe E. Lewis became Chi- 
cago’s again. He did a sock 30 min- 
| utes at this catching. and there were 
still cries for ‘more!’ 
doesn’t matter. 
he clowns—he 


He sings, 
even 


he talks, 


suggests 


| gestion followed. 
Fred Evans has 
which is against all tradition. 


replaced them with the 


| shook an ankle in this town. Pro- 
|ductions are full of life and color. 
| First is a cowgirl thing: second. 


| finale, a gypsy number. 
Robinson Twins open. 
| little redhead has developed! 


| see, 
| ley, who handled marionets in full 
view of audience. Uses a Sonja 
Henie modei to considerable success. 
but the real novelty and the real hit 
|is a marionet stripper. It’s a honey. 
| Coleman m.c.s neatly. Music 
| his orchestra can compete with any- 
| body’s. 
| Tamara looks like a Dresden doll 
|in her well-costumed act. She does 
her usual excellent singing, and 
|couldn’t get off here without doing 
| ‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes.’ 

Closing are the Chandra Kaly 
dancers, two girls and a rman. Do 


of fire. Chicago likes ’em. Hal. 


What he does 


the 
audience be quiet, and has his sug- 


done something 
He got 
|rid of his tall showgirls, admittedly 
| lookers but who couldn’t dance. and 
swellest- 
looking bunch of mediums who ever 


|something a la Mme. Modiste; and 


How that 
Their 
|fast action dancing is something to 
They’re followed by Bob Brom- 


of 


Oberstein Case 


Continued from page 41 





It secured a stay until Dec. 


dence of fresh money or go out of 
existence, 


Stay until that date is what brought 


| about the okay for filing applications | 


\for release which allows the bands 
|involved to seek other recording af- 
| filiations. One band objected to the 


| delay, claiming that its popularity 
ae records by it available. 
jing the exit of the objector, the ref- 
eree gave leave to the others to ap- 
| ply for freedom. At the previous 
|meeting, during which last week's 
|hearing was scheduled, Kurtz had 
told the various bands that 
| would be set free of contracts on 
theory that each was an asset and to 
|let them go would be stripping the 
|company, which would in turn force 
| its liquidation. 
| Sammy Kaye has already shifted 
| back to Victor. Harry James is ne- 
| gotiating to return to Columbia. Jack 
Teagarden is free and talking a deal. 
Glenn Miller Case 

Suit of Eli E. Oberstein against 
Glenn Miller, and RCA for $150,000 
and $250,000 respectively, and RCA’s 
counter action against Oberstein for 
$172,172 will probably be settled this 
week out of the N. Y. supreme court. 

Action had been noticed for trial 
Monday (18) but a stipulation signed 


that a settlement of the action had 
| practically been agreed on and a re- 
quest to postpone the trial a week 
to Nov. 25 was granted. 








Al Trilling, of S-J-S’s New York 
| professional! stati, has been given a 


| Six weeks leave for absence so that 


he could motor his mother out to the 


|Coast for a visit with his brother, 


ltwo doubles and a trio with nlenty | Steve Trilling, casting direetor of, sey, joins the 


Warner Bros. 


was being hurt because there were | 
In okay- | 


none | 


Wilbur Bascomb, trumpeter with 
Erskine Hawkins, joins Duke Elling- 
ton’s band at the Flatbush theatre, 
Brooklyn, Nov. 26. He'll take the 
|place of Cootie Williams, who 
hopped to Benny Goodman recently. 





| 

Jimmy Dorsey’s opening date at 
the Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
is set as Jan. 20. He's now at Mea- 
dowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 





Vaughn Monroe set for a run at 
ithe Brunswick hotel, Boston, open- 
ing Nov. 25. 





Russ Brown replaced Jack 
O'Rourke on trombone with Bobby 
Byrne. 





Woody Herman made two changes 
Ed Scalzi replaced Bill Vitale in 
saxes and Viv Hannan took over 
from Jessie Ralph in trombones. 





Manny Prager orch into Dellwood 
Ballroom, Buffalo, Sunday (17), in- 


King crew. 





Allie Seelbach orch added to Po- 
licemen’s Ball in Memorial Aud., 
Buffalo, tomorrow (20), with Blue 
Barron band, 





Phil Harris and his orchestra do- 
ing a one-reel musical at Warners. 





Dan London, St. Francis hotel 
| manager, shopping for bands in Chi- 
| cago, Cleveland and St. Louis on a 
| jaunt east. Freddie Martin current 
|in the hostelry with Bernie Cum- 
|mins in Dec, 10. 











| 
| 
| 


| George Flores and his rhumba 
band set for indefinite run at Club 
37, Columbus. Replaces Walter 


|‘Mousie’ Powell. 

Lang Thompson band booked into 
Hotel William Penn’s Chatterbox, 
Pittsburgh, indefinite, beginning Dec. 
26. Leighton Noble outfit stays until 
then. 





Layten Bailey orch opens four- 
week engagement, with options, at 
Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh, Monday 
(25), replacing Baron Elliott band. 





Marty Schramm band into Co- 
lonial Room of Riviera, Pittsburgh, 
for indefinite stay, succeeding Her- 
man Middleman combo. 





| 
Michael Strange quitting Benny 
Burton band in Pittsburgh to become 


featured vocalist with Baron Elliott 
orch, when latter outfit quits 
Green’s, Pitt, Saturday (23) for re- 
turn date at Trianon Baliroom in 





| atre, New York, Dec. 5 or 12. 





Jerry Blaine’s ‘Dreamline Orches- 
tra’ opened engagement Saturday 
(16) in Atlanta Henry Grady’s Ho- 
tel’s Spanish Room. 





Bobby Byrne with Dorothy Ciaire, 
played for Georgia School of Tech- 
nology dances Friday and Saturday 
(16) ‘in Atlanta as feature of week- 
,end marked by Tech-Alabama grid 
game, 

Larry Clinion’s band 
Ansley Hotel’s Rainbow 
lanta, and booked for two weeks. 
Featured are teggy Mann, singer, 
who joined crew just two weeks ago; 
Terry Allen, Jack Palmer and Jimmy 
Currie, 


current 
Roof, 


at 
At- 


Ray Noonan, 


irombone, replaced 
Russ Brown, and trumpeter 
Kaminsky, last with Glenn Miller, 
|replaced Vinnie Bad!e, with Tony 


| Pastor. 








| Sid Prussin, saxist lisied jast week 
| aS a member of Jack Sherr'’s band 
/at the Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, 


;months. He’s currently leading his 
| own band at the Mounds Club in 
| Cleveland, 





Fran Eichler winds up ¢ 


wo-month 
| Stay at William Penn Ta vern, Pitts- 
burgh, Nov. 30 to play 3 series of 
one-nighters in the terriiory, 


| 





Kelly Camarata, bra}! 
amarata, arranger ‘or Jimmy Dor- 


| U. S. Army Nov. 27 
j destined for a spot a3 a trombone 


er of Toot 
cs oots 


stead of previously-scheduled Aud | 


Bill | 


Adrian Rollini trio into Roxy the- 


Max | 


player in one of 10 Camp Dix, n. J 
post bands. He enlisted after hay. 
ing spent the last two years studying 
trombone. 

He stays at Camp Dix until next 
March then is to be shifted to 
Panama. Enlistment is for a year, 





Bunny Berigan’s new band tees off 
a new name band policy at the Jack. 
sonville hotel, Jacksonville, Fla., 
Nov. 27. Date is for four weeks. 





Glenn Garr quit Rustic Cabin, Fort 
| Lee, N. J., last week because NBC 
removed the sustaining wire he had 
had all summer, 





Jack Teagarden band begins a two 
week stay at the Arcadia Ballroom, 
New York, Dec. 11. 





Dolores 0’Neill Scrams 
Bob Chester Band In 


Intermission, Sans Notice 


Dolores O'Neill, vocalist with the 
| Bob Chester band, quit that spot last 
week in the middle of a date at 
Charleston, S.C. Singer left the out- 
fit without word during an intermis- 
sion between afternoon and evening 
sessions. She returned to New York 
and so far has not been definitely 
replaced. 

Alec Fila, first trumpeter with the 
same band since its inception, and 
Miss O'Neill's fiance, did the same 
thing the week before, walking off 
the stand during a one-nighter in 
| Staten Island, N. Y. He has since 
| joined Benny Goodman’s new group. 


JACK DENNY BANKRUPT; 
| MAESTRO OWES $9,833 


Ralph McCord Denny, orchestra 
leader known as Jack Denny, filed 
|a voluntary petition of bankruptcy 
in N. Y. federal court Thursday (14), 
listing no assets and liabilities of 
$9,833. During 1938 Denny earned 
$1,446 and in 1939 he lost $3,077. 
Denny's last date was at the Ma- 
jestic, Brooklyn theatre which folded 
Sunday (17), after a brief vaude 
try. 

Largest creditor 
$4,300 on a loan. Others are Jeanie 
Lang, $624 on a judgment, Phil 
Braustein $700 for services rendered, 
Consolidated Radio Artists, $1,000 
cominissions, William Morris Agency, 
$400 commissions, Frederick Bros., 
$150 commissions, Jack Bregman, of 
Bregman-Vocco-Conn, $500 on a loan, 
and Louis Bernstein, of Shapiro- 
Bernstein, $369 on a loan. 











1S 


Merle Denny, 


AVAILABILITY FORMULA 


ASCAP Committee Still Cudgels the 
Complicated Ratings System 
Though availability ratings in the 
| publisher division of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers have been frozen for the 
remainder of this year, the availabil- 
ity committee still holds meetings for 
the purpose of developing a formula 
that’ might be put into effect after 
Jan. 1. One such meeting was held 

last Thursday (14). 

What the availability committee is 
working toward is the establishment 
of a mathematical setup, such as that 
| which prevails for the seniority and 
performance phases of the royaity 
payoff, so that there would be no fur- 
ther need of the committee itself 
Latter of the opinion that the 
availability ratings as they now stand 
are soundly representative of each 
catalog’s value, and that future 
changes in these ratings should be 
| determined by the mathematical for- 


mula adopted by the publisher mem- 
| bership, 


is 





M.P.P.A. Elects Directors 


| Membership of the Music Pub- 
| lishers Protective Association met at 
the Astor hotel yesterday afternoon 








by attorneys for both sides revealed | hasn’t been with that band for six | (Tuesday) to elect directors for the 


| ° 
| coming year. 


Also on the agenda was the ‘Opo- 
sition of the publishing industry pre- 
paring itself for other methods of ex- 
_ploitation in the event there’s a break 
| between ASCAP and the networks 
| and their affiliates Jan. 1. 

Directors elected yesterday were 
Louis Bernstein, Saul Bernstein. 
|Jack Bregman, Dick Murray, Jack 
| Mills, Buddy Morris, Johnrg O’Con- 
jnor, Lester Santiy and Serre 
Starr. 
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MUSICIAN FEUD 
PITS LOEW'S 
VS. RKO 


Cleveland, Nov. 19. 
between musicians’ 





Difference 


union and Loew's State, which can- | 


celled Laurel and Hardy stage unit for 
week of Nov. 7 when told it would 
have to sign a 20-week minimum 
contract to get a pit orchestra, is still 
reverberating here. It now looks like 
the anti-climax of a feud between 
RKO and Loew’s operations here. 

Calling it a ‘hold-up,’ Charles Ray- 
mond, Loew’s division manager, said 
after conferring with New York of- 
fice that the house won’t play any 
more vaude this season until more 
reasonable terms are reached. No 
compromise is in sight yet, but Lee 
Repp, prez of local union, defended 
its stand by issuing following state- 
ment last week: 

‘Since an article in the Nov. 6 is- 
sue of VARIETY accuses us Of double- 
crossing the Loew theatre manage- 
ment and places us in the light of 
being unfair and uncompromising, I 
ask that you publish this to clear 
our position. 

‘There has been no contract, neither 
yerbal nor written, between Loew’s 
State and our organization for some 
years. In 1937 a contract was mailed 
them for signature and it was never 
returned. There was no _ verbal 
agreement between house manager | 


N. Y. Cafe’s Bankruptcy 
Lists $200,267 in Debts 


The Cafe des Gourmets, Inc., 148 
East 56th street, N. Y., filed a volun- 
tary petition for reorganization in 
N. Y. federal court Monday (18) list- 
ing liabilities of $19,864 and assets of 
$200,267. The cafe is a restaurant 
and bar. A plan of reorganization 
plans to pay unsecured creditors 
20% on claims, of which 5% will be 
paid within 60 days of court ap- 
proval, and the other 15% in 90-day 
| installments. Liabilities include $5,- 

110 in taxes and $2,446 to 32 em- 
ployees. Secured creditors holding 
$15,947 in securities are owed $4,837 
| while unsecured claims are $10,513. 
| Among creditors are Muzak Corp., 
| $105; Jay Martin, $130 for entertain- 
|ment, and ASCAP, $45. The ASCAP 
| contract runs to August, 1941. Most 
of the rest of the liabilities are owed 
|for food, purchases, advertising, etc. 

Of the assets $58,000 consists of 


insurance policies, and $100,000 in a 
| suit. 











MAJESTIC 
FOLDS 


Majestic, Brooklyn, which tried to 
establish an indie vaude venture in 
| the downtown sector, did a quick 
fold Sunday (17), with all of the acts 
holding the bag for their salaries 








ACTS UNPAID AS 


Everett Steinbach and myself for an | ‘ter nine days of operation. Under- 
the shutdown came when 


NEW 


EXEC COMMITTEE GIVEN SUPREME 


RULE IN AGVA; BARTO NAMED CHAIRMAN 





F&M’s NEW VAUDFILM 
POLICY IN ST. L. OKAY 


St. Louis, Nov. 19. 

Becau.» there is a strong demand 
for vaudfilms, Fanchon & Marco, 
which inaugurated this policy at its 
5,000-seater Fox in midtown, will 
continue the combo policy indefi- 
nitely. Three weeks ago the first 
stage show of the season was pre- 
sented and the b.o. take exceeded 


the weekly average run up when 
just films were the bill of fare. 


M.c.s are being brought in to add 
luster. The first week Lew Parker 
introduced the acts. Then Donald 
Novis, heading a floor show at the 
Chase Club, west end nite spot, 
topped last week’s bill. Currently, 
Johnny Perkins, part owner of the 
Playdium in East St. Louis and a 
fave on both sides of the Mississippi, 
is m.c’ing the stage show. Ben 
Rader, a local dance band leader, is 
maestro of the 20 tooters working 
these shows. Harry C. Arthur, Jr., 
top man for F&M here, is the book- 
er, reaching into Chicago and other 
spots for his talent. 

The usual bill consists of two fea- 
tures and five or six acts, with the 
tocters playing special arrangements 
in addition to their usual stint. Last 








IGroup Is Outgrowth of Suggestion by Paul Turner, 


Equity Counsel, With Adoption Unanimous — 
Purge of ‘Reds’ Seen by Move 


ad 





Reorganization of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists was made 
complete Monday (18) afternoon, 
when the national board adopted a 
| suggestion from Paul Turner, 

| Equity’s counsel, which places the 
| . : | operation of AGVA in the hands of 
;week’s break in the recent resump- 


Be , . . a newly formed executive com- 
ition of its vaude policy on Friday | mittee. Latter supercedes all boards 
| (22), when house goes straight pix | and committees in AGVA and makes 
jagain with Bette Davis in ‘The | 


figureheads of the long controver- 
Letter.’ 


sial New York local officers and 
Stage shows will be resumed Nov. | board. 

29, when Louella Parsons’ troupe In fact, the executive committee 
comes in. Laurel-Hardy unit is cur-|also makes figureheads of the 
rent. Stanley hopes to keep vaude | national officers and board as well, 
going regularly, but Harr: Kalmine, | but the new board’s setup is such as 
zone manager for WB here, says only | to keep in control those officials who 
if biggies can be booked. Otherwise, 


have been cleaning house. In this 
jhe’ll shuffle the policy to meet re- | respect. Dewey Barto, national 
| quirements. 


president, becomes chairman of the 
new executive board. Other mem- 
bers are Henry Dunn (Cross &), who 


lobe, Lot Gee ES Se ee 
From in Germany, Cause 


Pitt Staniev’s Pause | 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. 


Unable to land a name _ show, 
\Stanley, WB deluxer, will have a 











| 





lon, Sam Kramer, Morton Downey, 
Frank Gillmore, Paul Dullzell, Ed- 
ward Arnold (Florence Marston al- 
ternating), Ruth Richmond and 
Blanche Witherspoon. 
Gillmore, Dullzell, Arnold, Miss 





Anxiety in Home Town 


Presence of 








orchestra for the Laurel and Hardy | stood 


show. As a matter of fact, we 
learned for the first time that this 
show had been booked by the thea- 
tre when we approached Steinbach 
in his office and asked for a season’s 
agreement. 

‘During the years that there had 
been no contract in evidence with 
the State Theatre, we have permitted 
our members to play spot bookings 
which amounted to three or four 
weeks a season, and no question was 
ever raised by the Palace theatre 
management, 

Once Friendly 

‘Very friendly relations have al- 
Ways existed between the manage- 
ments of these houses until this year, 
when Nat Holt, district manager for 
RKO houses here, told us he felt he 
was within his rights in asking that 
we exact the same agreement from 
the State as was then in evidence 
between the Palace and our organi- 
zation. It contained an agreement 
for employment of our members for 


a minimum of 20 consecutive weeks | 


for this year. 

‘We felt that Mr. Holt was justi- 
fied in his contention and accord- 
ingly informed the State’s manage- 
ment that we would have to ask 
for the same contract as we had 
exacted from the RKO Palace. These 
theatres are opposition houses, prac- 
tically next door to one another, and 
our employment in past years at the 
Palace has varied between $30,000 to 
$35,000, and at the State between 
$5,000 and $6,000 a season, and we 
were faced with a choice between 
this certain employment at the Pal- 


ace and very uncertain employment 
at the State. 


‘I am sure you will agree that the | 


foregoing statement presents our 
side of the controversy in a clear 


manner, and that under the existing | 


circumstances we have no choice but 
to assume our present position,’ con- 
cluded Repp. 

One of the charges in his state- 
ment was denied by Loew’s execs, 
who said they made a verbal agree- 
ment with Angelo Vitale to use his 
orchestra two weeks before the Nov. 
7 booking. Union’s contract 
Palace was signed Oct. 1, but State’s 
management claims that Repp did 
not present 20-week contract demand 
to them until after Laurel and Hardy 
had been booked. Chief burnup is 
not SO much over the contract, ac- 
cording to a Loew rep, as it is over 


the last-minute notice which forced 
a cancellation. 





‘Private’ Club Starts 


Cleveland, Nov. 19. 
Franko Ramos, Max Singer at 
New York’s El Chico for nearly four 
years, and Johnny Banago’s orci; are 


Switching on lights for Herman 
Pirchner’s new Eldorado Club 
Nov. 28. 


A private chartered nitery, it was| 


organized by Herman Pirchner as a 
“eve ©XClusively for newspapermen 
with bylines, theatre fol and local 


celebs who are getting membership | 
Seating capacity is | 


Cards gratis. 
less than 200. 


with | 


|Local 802, musicians union, pulled 
Jack Denny’s orch after the last 
|show Saturday because the band had 
not been paid nightly as per agree- 
| ment. 

| House wa2booked and operated by 
Henry Evans & Arthur Lee, a Strand 
Theatre Bldg. firm with a short bank- 
roll. At least one act in the first 
week’s show, Henny Youngman, also 
|failed to collect a full week’s pay. 
| It’s known that the house staff, ush- 
ers and doorman only collected 
| around 25% of their scheduled sala- 
ries. 

No shows were played on Sunday, 
and the following day the Three 
Stooges filed a claim with the Amer- 
|ican Guild of Variety Artists against 
|Evans & Lee for $2,000. Show also 


|included Dinah Shore, singer on Ed- 


| die Cantor’s radio show, at $750, and 


| Al and Freddie, colored team, be- 
|sides Denny’s band. This layout had 
lopened Friday (15) and played but 
|two days, film support being only 
| shorts and newsreels, at 40-65c top. 


Evans & Lee agency is franchised 
‘by AGVA. Harry Bestry was also 
‘concerned im the booking of 
| house. 


‘SUN. BAND-VAUDE TEES 
| OFF IN BRIDGEPORT 


Bridgeport, Nov. 19. 

| Sunday name band-vaude policy 
teed off at Lyric, Loew-Poli 2,170- 
seater, where Max Rudin runs bur- 
lesque the rest of the week. With 
New Haven Arena, which pioneered 
lone-day shows in Connecticut, de- 
voted to hockey games, Lyric has 
field to itself. 
| Buck and Bubbles topped show Sun- 
\day (17), with Tommy Tucker and 
Cab Calloway coming up Nov. 24 
‘and Dec. 1, respectively. 

A. & B. Dow office, which is 
booking Lyric, has assigned Fred 








Hartford, Nov. 19. 


Richmond and Miss Witherspoon ac- 











the | 


week the tooters were transferred 
from the elevator platform to the 
apron. There has been no hike in 
the admish scale, 


N. Y.-S. F. FAIR 
SHOWS IN COMBO 


Cleveland, Nov. 19. 
Almon R. Shaffer’s new indoor car- 
nival-circus, made up of features 








|from New York and Frisco fairs, 


| 
| 





} 
| 
| 


| 
| 





|opens Nov. 29 with Harry Ferris op- | Violet Sandz, Bill Talent and Jac« 


Perry, formerly with Comerford | 
circuit in Pennsylvania, to exploit 
house. Ed Madden manages for 
Rudkin. 


Stage competition has cut into the 
Sunday night name band take at 
McCormack & Barry’s Ritz ball- 
room, long state’s only one-night 
stand, and spot has countered with 
a series of 25c Sunday-matinee jam 
sessions. 


Nat Rosen Hurt 


Philadelphia, Nov. 19. 











| 
| 





started tour Tuesday (19) with 12- 
day break-in date at Cleveland’s civic 
auditorium, utilizing all three of its 
exhibition halls, having a 22,000 ca- 
pacity. 

Frank Buck took over one of them 
for his ‘Jungleland,’ while the main 
hall has been turned into a midway 
topped by Benny and Betty Fox, flag- 
pole dancers, and Five American 
Eagles. Other main exhibits consist 
of Stanley Kozloff dancers, Ben Yost 
Varsity Eight, Duke and Sloan, Jean 
Bedini, Jean Goldie and ‘Night 
Court’ from the New York World’s 
Fair. Knights of Pythias is sponsor- 
ing here. 





BEA WAIN SET 
Bea Wain has been booked for 


Auditorium beginning Dec. 1. 
Follows with weeks at the Flat- 


Jack Teagarden and|bush and Windsor theatres, New 


York, Dec. 5 and 12. 





Liberty, Frisco burlesk house, re- 


erating. 


, ade by the fam- cents the renewed interest of the As- 
Py oan oo. dance team, | sociated Actors and Artistes of 
through Variety for possible infor- | Ameren in Sh ‘ 
mation as to their whereabouts.| .. previously had an execu- 
Local dance team was last heard of | tive committee, but its powers were 
from Dusseldorf, Germany, where restricted. The new board has all 
nae aah ‘ae ing . ie seven | the. power formerly invested in the 
mania ago "ae tae tone tonme had national board. In fact, neither the 
written their family here they would seta goo sae wg ay Y. local 
soon be going on to Cairo, Egypt ee "a . ie ey ° ort 
: ’ ’| boa asks em to do so. o 
— they were to play an engage- Haddock, national executive secre- 
ss iit ec dai Saas eat tary a eno will be responsible 
n seven year 1 only to is bo y. 
on the continent, family has received Turner Suggestion Adopted 
mail quite regularly. Duke Martin, 


; Turner attended Monday’s na- 
a brother-in-law, is a drummer with| tional board meeting and his sug- 
'a local band. 


400 BALIOTS CAST IN Satcher 
CHI AGVA ELECTION 


but only after two of the elements 
AGVA has been trying to purge en- 
tered objections. They were quickly 

Chicago, Nov. 19. 
Felection held Thursday (14) by | 
the Chicago local of the American 


























over-ruled and then voted for the 
idea, 
First official meeting of the execu- 
tive committee is scheduled for Fri- 
day (22) and out of this may come 
further changes in AGVA’s person- 
nel setup. Ed Harrison, who has 
Guild of Variety Artists had 13) been p.a. for AGVA, is definitely on 
members in attendance, out of some | the way out. AGVA has already 
| 2,000 listed. Around 400 ballots were | stopped publishing its house organ, 
|cast, nearly all by mail, many of | which means Harrison’s work is 
|'which were tossed out as coming | greatly curtailed as is. 
from non-paidup members, There’s been no oOffcial action as 
Regular ticket won. Lots of write- | yet regarding John Velasco, colored 
ins for every office, but too divided | N. Y. organizer who has been linked 
'to give anybody a majority, except | with the Theatre Arts Committee 
| for fourth and fifth vice-presidencies, | (TAC), reputedly Communistic or- 
where regular ticket had no candi- | ganization of motley membership. 
date | TAC’s chief official, Adelaide Beane, 
Jack Irving continues as presi- |has denied that Velasco has ever 
dent, Boots Brae as first v. p., Brent | been connected with TAC officially, 


‘three days at the Worcester, Mass., | Ace Welburn, second; Bernie Green, | but TAC’s own house organ, dated 


| third; John Logan, fourth, and Ruble | March 15, ’40, has a story stating that 

Blakey, fifth. |‘John Velasco, who has been acting 
| Members of board elected are Lu- | 28 business manager of the Theatre 
| cille Carewe, Ray Conlin, Sr., Gin- | Arts _Committee, has joined the 

ger Gilard, Winnie Hoveler, Bruce | American Guild of Variety Artists 

Jorden, Walter Kreidt, Molly Manor, | #8 @n organizer.” This same issue 
| Ilo Niles, Carlotta Pacelli, Ethel Fish, |°'edits Phil Irving, ousted N. Y. lo- 
|eal executive secretary of AGVA, 
‘eading a TAC Civil Liberties meet- 
| wane. | sag = the singing of ‘The Yanks 





Connors, Frisco AGVA Chief, Held to Be 
After Haddock Job With Thomson Aid 


San Francisco, Nov. 19. 
A situation is developing here that 
may have national repercussions in 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. Vic Connors, 


Fay’s here, and now head of Royal,| maneuvering for the post of national 


Baltimore, was critically 
when struck by a hit-run driver in 
front of the Adelphia hotel here last 
week. 

Rosen, an associate of the Stiefels, 


was leaving the hotel after being 


tha 


host at a party celebrating the con- 
: ic sepqr-ola ) 

firmation of his 13-year-ola_ son, 

Louis. He is in Jefferson Hospital 


with a fractured skull, 


injured | 


executive secretary, in place of in- 


cumbent Hoyt Haddock, with sup- | 


port from Kenneth Thomson, execu- 
tive secretary of the Screen Actors 
Guild. It was Thomson who led the 
revolt in the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America against Ralph 
Whitehead, which led to the disen- 
franchisement of the American Fed- 
eration of Actors, the squabble with 
the stagehands and a near-national 


j strike of all the talent unions. 


local execu- | 
Nat Rosen, 38, former manager of | tive secretary, is said here to be 


—- !Are NOT Coming,’ a song aimed 
chiefly against American aid to Bri- 
tain, 
Easy Sailing 
With AGVA now having brushed 


out those in official position in the 

union who were allegedly Commu- 

nists, or fellow travelers, or dupes, 

it is figured the union should have 

|easy sailing from herein. It is ex- 

+ - |pected that confidence in and re- 


| It’s also being rumored here that | 
'I. B. Kornblum, executive pocreeney | 
and counsel for the Los Angeles 


(Continued on page 44) 

. 

local of the American Federation of | Palatial Buffalo Elks 

Radio Artists, is supporting Con- | : 

nors. Kornblum until a few months | Club M T N 

ago was also executive secretary and | ay urn itery 

counsel for AGVA in L. A., but was | ae 

| replaced by Haddock. Buffalo, Nov. 19. 
Just why Thomson should be sup- Palatial white elephant, foure 

porting Connors against the national story building erected as Elks Clube 

AGVA office is not clear here, but house just before the stock crash, 

Kornblum may be angling to get his may become a swank nitery. Owners 

job back with AGVA. stated last week a ‘night club propo- 


It’s also reported here that sition’ was being considered, but 
AGVA’s Frisco local is refusing to disclosed no details. 
send money. east. Explanation, Ultra spot reverted to local-~bank 


however, is that the local is retain- | when Eiks couldn't keep it up, and 
ing 60% of all collections to meet lately was run as hostelry under tag 
| the local budget and remitting 40%. of Hotel Fillmore. 
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Number of other companies | 
were interested in screen rights to 
the play, but gave up when the 
bidding got too high. Paramount was 
the last one to be forced out by the 
steep Co! and WB offers. | 

Stipulation placed on the pur- 
chase is that the film cannot be re- 
leased until the comedy of country 
life in Bucks County, Pa., has com- 
pleted its Broadway run. Now in 
its fourth week, current grosses make 
it appear it will continue a good part 
of the season. 

Next hottest thing on the market 
appears to be ‘Panama Hattie,’ B. G. | 
de Sylva musical. Paramount's gen- | 
erally conceded to have that as 
de Sylva is currently on the Coast 
producing for Par. Story is said by 
film property buyers to be desirable 
as it deals with sailors, which they 
fee] is an appropriate theme at this 
time. Music is also desirable, al- 
though the story itself is said to be 
shallow and will need plenty of 
scrubbing to make it acceptable to 
the Hays office. Price on it will be 
high. Par has talked to de Sylva 
about buying it, but there have been 
no formal negotiations. 


self. 


‘La. Purchase’ Hot and Cold 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ another de 
Sylva special, has been hot and cold 
on every studio’s list since it hit the , 
boards months ago. Par, of course, | 
bas the same in here as it has on 
‘Hattie,’ although the show is equally 
likely to be bought by another stu- 
dio. 

Third de Sylva musical smash on 
Broadway, ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 
has never been given serious atten-, 
tion by the studios. It’s so blue it’s 
virtually on the impossible side as a 
film. Ed Wynn’s hit, ‘Boys and Girls | 
Together,’ is another which is draw- | 
ing little attention. That’s not be- 
cause of the Hays angle, but com- 
panies feel it is too strictly a one- 
man show. 


Jolson Show 


Al Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ | 
is understood to be attracting some 
interest from 20th-Fox, although) 
nothing’s set. Its similarity in theme | 
to Par’s ‘Buck Benny Rides Again’ 
has counted against it on some lots. 
Remaining available musicals, ‘Cabin 
in the Sky,’ all-Negro production, 
and ‘It Happens On Ice,’ blades show, | 
are completely discounted as film 
possibilities. Eighth musical on the 
street, ‘Hellzapoppin,’ has already 
been sold for pictures, Jules Levey 
planning to make it for Universal 
release. 

Of the 14 straight plays on Broad- 
way, the lineup is something like 
this: bought for pictures, two; pic- 
ture interest being shown, three; no} 
interest, nine. | 

{ 
‘Dinner,’ ‘Road’ Bought 

Two purchased are ‘Man Who 

Came to Dinner,’ which Kaufman 


and Hart will make for Warner} 
Bros., and “Tobacco Road,’ 


Play Sales Sluggish 


Continued from page 4 


WARWICK, PHILLY, 











Philadelphia, Nov. 19. 
Varwick hotel, Philadelphfa pop- 
ular-class hostelry, is laying plans 
to install a roof garden similar to 
the Astor hotel, New York, to be 
ready for business next summer. It 
will use name bands. 


will probably film and which he can 
sell virtually at the beckon of a} 
finger; and ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ ancient 
revival. 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ 





‘Aunt’ was viewed by Paramount 
for a while as a Bob Hope starrer Spot has never before had a high- 
and a number of execs went to see| priced music policy, using only a 
it with that in mind. They finally | small combination in its downstairs 
agreed, however, that it wasn’t his | cocktail room. 


style and forgot it. In the meantime, 
Saranac Lake 


Metro has registered the title with 
By Happy Benway 





the Hays office. This would seem to 
indicate strong interest, although the 
company doesn’t own the play yet. 
‘Aunt’ has been filmed twice be- Saranac, N. Y., Nov. 19. 
fore, once by Al Christie with Syd With the Floridel-Mt. Baker Club, 
Chaplin and later by Columbia with Duggan’s, Harvey's, Alex's Grove. 
Charlie Ruggles. Ma Potter’s shuttered, leaves the 
‘Glamour Preferred,’ which opened | Saranac hotel the only spot with a 
Friday (15), is on the unlikely list,| Band here. Niteries no-can-take the 
while two others, also with plots | hard-boiled winters of northern New 
about Hollywood, are n.g. They | York. 
are ‘Beverly Hills’ and ‘Quiet, Harry (Slipfoot) Clifton, a strict- 
Please.’ Remainder of the shows on|}ly bed patient, has added a mess of 
Broadway, none being considered, | poundage; Alice Carman, Philadel- 
are ‘Johnny Belinda,’ ‘Separate | phia singer, fighting off some set- 
Rooms,’ ‘Suzanna and the Elders,’| backs; Harry Martin getting set for 
‘Blind Alley,’ “Kind Lady’ (revival,|a series of pneumo-thorax ‘gas’ 
made by Metro in 1936), and treatments: the up-patients taking 


‘Twelfth Night.’ 
Kenneth Roberts Cool this coming Yuletide; Monroe Cole- 
tops as the laboratory 


. - /man rated 
To Any Film Deals Now medical expert, he received his de- 
gree while ozoning at the old NVA 











be given the strictly in bed patients, 


Disappointed at the way ‘North- 
west Passage’ and ‘Capt. Caution’ 
were filmed, Kenneth Roberts has 


Carl Kern and Eddie Dowd, ditto 


BLUEPRINTS HOOF ROOF 


time out in making little things to| 





Marj. Lawrence 








Continued from page 2 








with her successor in the domestic 
field. 

Sonja Henie, glum over losing the 
$60,000 verdict to the manager with 
|whom she pfffft-and-split, boarded 
'the stratoliner and headed for the 
Coast. With her was Arthur Wirtz, 
|her present business associate, Miss 
|Henie, the present Mrs. Dan Topping, 
i'was not accompanied by her hus- 





band, owner of the Brooklyn Dodg- | 


ere football club. 
No Boake, No Joke 

A handful of prank-minded airline 
employees met disappointment 
Thursday (14) afternoon when rain, 
fog and poor visibility washed out a 
scheduled American Airlines flight to 
Hartford. Boake Carter, newscaster 
for United Airlines, was booked on 
\it, and was heading for a kidding 
over flying with a rival. 
matter to the kidders that only 
American flies to Hartford. 

Draw 

| A bookee on AA’s Mercury to L.A. 
that night was film player Ralph 
Bellamy. At least. two dozen girls 





from the airline offices found it nec- | 


essary to be in the rotunda near the 
AA counter a few minutes before the 
5:10 p.m. takeoff. 

Madeline Carroll is at the Ritz- 
Carlton, but she is keeping quietly 
‘out of the public prints in respect to 
‘the memory of her sister, a London 
lair raid victim, while she anxiously 
awaits the arrival by Clipper of her 


sanatorium; the fighting spirit of! fiance, Lt. Richard de la Roziere, of | 


ithe French Army. 


It didn’t | 


refused to allow picture companies 
to see advance copies of his next 
novel, scheduled for publication Fri- 


Seymore Grill and Oscar Price. Band 
Mazie Dewey, formerly with Dew-| The new band in the Aviation Ter- 
ey Brothers, jugglers, did the trick in| race Restaurant and the Kitty Hawk 


which | 
20th-Fox is filming. Those in which | 
there is interest are ‘George Wash- | 


nine months and left for Washing- 
ton( D. C., where she will be con- 
nected as a ticket dispenser at a 
local showshop there. 

Jack Dempsey writes that ‘the big- 
gest thrill and heart-pulse-upper I 
ever had was when I personally 
visited the gang at the Will Rogers 
hospital, a monument that the thea- 
tre should be proud of.’ 

Lotsa theatre connections here in 
| these mountains trying to land a 


day (22). New tome is ‘Oliver Wis- 
well,’ which, with 200,000 volumes 
printed prior to release, is expected 
to be one of the season's big sellers. 


‘Northwest Passage’ was done by 
Metro, ‘Capt. Caution’ by Hal Roach. 
Roberts is one of the few authors 
who can afford to turn up his 
schnoz at further film offers, as a 
succession of successful books over | 
a long period of years has made him 
wealthy. He feels no compulsion to 





add an extra $50,000 tu his pile at | Puck-deer during the month's hunt-| 


ing period. So far only one kill has 
higher income brackets. Inasmuch been reported, an eight point-178 
as the book is historical and can be | POUNder bagged by Everett Malley, 
filmed just as well five years from \ stagehand from Buffalo. 

now as at present, author would be Gerald Walsh, who once man- 
pleased to wait for a bad income |28ed the old Overlook nitery and 
year before selling |a successful ozoner, got into an auto 


jam here and his car was badl 
Although a tremendous sale by |? . y 


4 |wrecked. He was discharged from 
the book may change their minds, | hospital : . - 
studios are wont to lay off ‘Wiswell Jimmy Lyons, ex-N. Y. cop who 


anyhow, from what they know about is airing up here, was once the bari- 
it. It deals with the Revolutionary tone with Val. Farrell’s New York’s 
War and delves into bitter feeling | Finest aaiend ; : 
between the British and Americans, | Sitting pete the table at Camp 
W hich is thought to be a touchy sub- Sadabieaiaadon on =a Da 
ject in the light of current events. | will be the whole Morris family and 
Metro used only half of ‘Passage’ |q few muggs from the William Mor- 
in its films and has been prevented | ris office. Acting as hostess and 
by a trick clause in its contract with |turkey carver will be Mrs. William 
Robei’: from picturizing the second | (Mother) Morris and Aunt Ella Ber- 
ha’. Pact requires that the film |jinhoff. The sobbler will be from 
maic from the book be called/|the herd owned by Bill White. 
‘Northwest Passage.’ Company natu-| Addresses of those who are ozon- 
rally doesn’t want to label the sec-|ing here: 
ond half exactly the same as the/ At Will Rogers Memorial Hospital: 
first, but Roberts insists that that be | jack T. Altreet, Edna Irene Ball 
dor * or a stiff sum be paid him for lClaire B : Louis Betz, Lil. 


present because he is already in 


eckmann, 














ington Slept Here’; ‘Life With| ch ging the title. Metro, as a re- |}; Rise , oo 
Father,’ which producer Oscar Serlin | sult, has given up the whole idea. ace yond “en” Sane 
- , {Frances Browne, Simeon Bryant, 
|Jr.; Tudor Cameron, William Chase, 
| Harry Clifton, Sylvia Cohen, 
|Michael Cojohn, Hazel Gladstone 
| Coleman, Anna Comerford, Robert 
Harry Cosgrove, Charles DiDiego, 


BOOKING 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ 


Bryant 9-7800 


Eddie Dowd, John Wesley Eaton, 
Harriet Emerson, Seatrice Fiddler, 
Iris Gabrielle, Rudelle Bella Gayles, 
Seymore Grill, Valdimir 


Hine, Mary 
Carl Kern, Beatrice 
Kinsella, Yielen Lassman, Kathryn 
Laus, John Louden, Helen Mann, 
Harry Martin, Richard Moore. Peggy 
Marie McCarthy, Josephine Navarre, 
Dorothy Newcomb, Margaret Newell, 
Agnes Orr, John O’Shea, Oscar 
| Price, Earl Redding, Margaret Re- 
| gan, Leandra Rinzler, Victor Rockit- 
(er, Martha Rogow, Isabelle Rook, 
Ben Schaffer, Charles Smith, Paul 
Sorkin, Joseph Souhami, Vivian 


Hirsch, Helen 


Lee, Margaret 





AGENCY 


ST. NEW YORK Vogt, Clarence Albert Walker, Don- 


ald Wayne, Patrical Wallace, Rufus 
Haywood Weathers, James Milton 
Weeks. 


Alice Carman is at 47 Helen street; 





J ‘ GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 


BOOKING 


LUBIN 


MANAGER 


PLERMONT 


MANAGER 





Harry and Charlie Barrett at 302 


Saranac; A. B. Anderson at Pontiac 
theatre; Helen O'Reilly at 44 
street, and Happy Benway at 10 
Olive street. 

Marie Southard, of the Will Rog- 
ers, rates tops with the gang of 
ozoners there. She has been con- 
nected with the staff since the open- 
ing of that institution. 

Write to those who are iil, 





Gueral, | 
Vera Harff, John Harkins, Samuel] | 


Inglee, | 


Vaughn, Anna M. Vincent, Eddie | 


Broadway; Cliff Heather at Hotel | 


| Room of the Administration Building 


at the field is catching on. The Styl- 
jists are headed by a gal, Marjorie 
| Hyams, who pounds the vibraphone 
|in front of the male members. Out- 
| fit has been together two years, hav- 
| ing recently played the Rendezvous, 
| Philadelphia; Columbus Hotel, Har- 
risburg, Pa.; and earlier both Balti- 
more’s Mt. Royal Hotel and Chanti- 





cler Club. Jerry Blake's left-handed | 


| git-tar playing gets attention. 

Mrs. Dwight Deere Wiman, wife 
|of the producer, sailed to the Wiman 
vacation house in Bermuda on Sat- 
urday’s (16) Dixie Clipper. 





Battle of Beachcombers 
| Now Settled in Miami 


| Miami, Nov. 19. 
End of hostilities is seen in local 
| battle of Beachcombers, with report 


lthat George Raft and Mario, owners 


| of the Hurricane in New York, have 
|tied up with Herman Stark in his 
Miami venture. Under new setup, 
|nitery will be tabbed the Hurricane, 
| giving Monte Proser combine the ex- 
|clusive use of disputed Beachcomber 
tag. 

Controversy arose when Stark pur- 
chased old Frolics club in Miami, and 
applied for license as Beachcomber, 
{Inc. Proser had previously filed in- 

tention to reopen former Roadside 
Rest in M. B. as a Beachcomber. 
Hurricane is slated to open Dec. 23, 
with Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom’s 
Hollywood revue imported en masse. 





e15 YEARS AGO®e 


} 
| 
} 
} 
| 
(From VaRIETY) 


| 


| Thirty tryout plays were planned 
|for Broadway as a test for talent. 

Plan worked out by Chamberlain 
| Brown and Equity gave its sanction. 














j 


Sam Goldwyn filed suit through 
attorney Nathan 3urkan against 
First National Pictures, charging 
that the latter entered into a con- 
| Spiracy to defraud him under a deal 
|he had for the company’s distribu- 
|tion of his three productions. 


—__—. 


| Mistinguett opened in her new re- 
| vue at the Moulin Rouge, Paris, and 
|1t was a smash success. The Dolly 


| Sisters withdrew from the show be- | 
|}cause they claimed they were in-. 


| sufficiently featured. 





William Anthony Maguire’s new 


| Broadway play, ‘12 Miles Out’ was 
|clicko in its debut. It had picture 
| possibilities. 





‘Stella Dallas’ looked like a bo. 
/pic. Ronald Colman and Belle Ben- 
|nett were the leads. Others in the 


Main | cast were Lois Moran, Jean Her-() (= 


oe Doug Fairbanks, Jr., and Alice 
voyce, 





A 50-50 basis was arrived at for 
| the merger of United Artists and 
Metro. Deal called for the exchange 
of stock, with each company to hold 
half of the other’s stock, 





RAYE & NALDI WILL TOP 
N.Y. COPACABANA SHOW 


Mary Raye and Naldi follow 
|/Ramon and Renita into the Copa- 
cabana, N. Y., Dec. 3 as featureg 
'dance pair. Monte Proser’s new 
'nitery, .incidentaily, is now open 
'from cocktail time on, since James 
| McKinley Bryant came over from 
| the Hotel Pierre, N. Y., to buil 
| that phase of the business. 
Ramon-Renita team goes to the 
| Royal Palm, M'xmi, to handle the 
smaller room as icc‘ year, 

Meantime, Proser’s new Besch. 
,comber, in Miami Beach, will open 
| Shortly, with Ed Gardner, from the 
| Broadway Beachcomber, leaving in 
a fortnight to take over, 








d up 


NY. Nitery Shut 3 Days 





By Unions in Non-Payoffs 


Treasure Island, New York nitery 
was shuttered for three days last 
week, from Tuesday (12) through 
Thursday night, when the musicians 
union and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists pulled the talent and 
tooters because of non-payoff of 
eight days’ salaries, 
| Spot reopened Friday night (15) 


under a deal with AGVA and the . 


musicians whereby the talent will be 
paid nightly, plus an extra day's pay 
|each night until all the bi -k claims 
are met. 

Show includes WNano Rodrigo’s 
| orch, The Colstons, Rr” Clayton 
Karen Knight, Carlos ana Carita and 
Bud Sweeney. 





| New AGVA Rule 


Continued from page 43 








spect of AGVA, lost because of the 
| Subversive and oftimes stupid tac- 
| tics of those now out of the picture, 
will be quickly restored. One im- 
mediate benefit AGVA now ex- 
pects is final approval by the N. Y. 
theatre circuits of the five-year 
agreement with AGVA, supposedly 
|held up only by the reluctance of 
| the circuit execs to deal with AGVA 
|until it cleaned out the ‘radicals.’ 

| AGVA still has a hard road ahead 
| financially, but this also is expected 
to be cleared up. Equity and Screen 
| Actors Guild have each advanced 
| additional $700 loans, but the Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists 
| turned down a request for a loan 
of a like amount. AFRA stated 
that it first wants to pay off its own 
debts to SAG and Equity. AGVA 
recently refused to support AFRA 
in its fight for an agreement with the 
talent agencies, 

Two new AGVA locals were set 
|up in the past week. One in Mon- 
treal is temporarily headed by Les- 
lie Litomy, national representative. 
The other is in Detroit, where Les 
Golden, m. c., has been selected as 
executive secretary. 


| 


Hollywood Officers 





Los Angeles, Nov. 19. 
Los Ar seles chapter of AGVA has 
| ballotted fliff Nazarro into presi- 
dency. 


Member.hip petitioned Kenneth 
| Howard, International rep, to devise 
| plan whereby performers can col- 
| lect unemployment insurance, with 
jeither managers or agents cata- 
goried as employers. 





| Sammy Kaye does another NBC 
shortwave shet to Brazil today 
| (Wed.) speakipg Portuguese. Leader 
|}has acquired a smattering of the 
language just for these shots. This 
one’s his second. 





G 





Best BUY IN DETROIT 


Rates from $1.50 single and $2.50 
double. Special weekly rates to 
the profession, 


Every room has combination tub and 
shower. Feasonable-priced restaurant and 
cocktail bar. Compietely rehabilitated 
| throughevt. Convenient to all booking 
1% offices anc ¢owntown district. 


< HOTEL WOLVERINE 
Frank Walker, Manager 
55 =. Elizabeth St., Detroit 


(Same management as Hotel 
Chicagoan, Chicago) 
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||| Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON. WEST-END 
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Martin Beck Anecdota 


One of the most eccentric of vaudeville showmen, Martin Beck’s course 
with employees and actors was always erratic. It was not known from one 


Pr+eoees 








hour to the next just what his actions would be, and Lester Hammel, now | bad cold I would have attended the 


with the William Morris office in New York, who was Beck’s office boy | 
vears back, was fired as often as three times a day. However, at the end 

of the week Beck usually came through with a $5 raise for Hammel instead 
of a pink slip. The firings and increases came at such a rapid gait, Hammel 

says he eventually wound up as probably the highest-priced office boy in 
the world, his top salary with Beck coming to $75 weekly. 





Bickering Beck 
Beck’s personal battles were legion. One actor and the showman had a 
particularly bitter set-to, and Beck had the last word in his N. Y. Palace | 
Building office. The actor went out and hired a horse and wagon, which | 
he parked in front of the Palace, and waited for Beck to come out. As | 
Beck emerged, the actor tugged on the reins, screaming: ‘Beck, Beck, you | 
g0-and-so——! Beck, you——"’ | 





Colored Porter’s Revenge 

One of the men closest to Beck, strangely enough, was Charles Woodley, 
colored porter, who is undoubtedly now RKO’s oldest employee. Beck, in | 
his love for exercise, used to box with Woodley, using regulation sparring | 
gloves. Once, in refurnishing his home, Beck gave Woodley an icebox, | 
which Woodley promptly sold for $25. This burned up Beck, who claimed | 
he gave Woodley the icebox strictly for personal use, and he demanded | 
that the colored porter give him the $25. This Woodley agreed to do, but 
at the right time. He waited until Mrs. Beck came to the office, and then 


he threw the $25 at Beck, saying, ‘Here’s that money, you cheap so-and-so.’ | 
But Beck kept it. 





Vengeance That Got Stalled 

In recent years Beck missed most his annual sojourn in Baden Baden, 
Germany, for the baths. He was there back in 1932 when George Godfrey 
cabled Fim that H. B. Franklin, then head of RKO, was taking vaudeville 
out of all the theatres. By the time Beck maneuvered Godfrey and himself 
back into RKO, as supervisor of the vaudeville booking office it was a 
little toc late to save vaudeville, but Beck decided to clean house, regard- 
In “12 went from man to man, about whom he already had advance re- 
ports « »m Godfrey and Godfrey’s stooges, and asked: ‘What do you do?’ 
This w: s the signal that they would soon be out. When he walked into | 
the off -e of Arnold Van Leer, in the publicity office, and popped the | 
query, ‘an Leer didn’t answer or wait for the axe to fall. He took his hat | 
and co | and walked right past Beck and out. 


| 








Bootblack’s Brushoff 


It w ; at this time that Beck, quick on the insult himself, ran into an | 
insult ’ s couldn’t top. Walking through the RKO booking office, he came | 
across ‘rary Grosso, the ‘official’ shoe-shiner on the booking floor and a | 
charac «c all over show business. Beck asked the squat Grosso: ‘What | 
do yo. do?’ and Grosso, looking intently at Beck’s feet, replied, ‘I shine | 


shoes! Beck then declared, ‘When I talk to you, you look me in the eyes!’ 
Gross’: retorted, ‘Business before pleasure.’ 
Baden-Baden Bankroll 

Beck used to mix business with his pleasure trips to Baden-Baden and 
was always on the hunt for foreign acts. His favorite gag in impressing | 
a turn which had never before appeared in the U. S. was to flash a letter | 
of credit for $100,000. He is said to have pulled this on Sarah Bernhardt, 
who toured the Orpheum Circuit and then played the N. Y. Palace shortly 


after its opening in 1913 at $7,000 a week—paid her $1,000 at the end of 
each day. 





Puzzled Entrepreneur | 

In recent years the showman’s interest centered on the legit house he 
built and named after himself on 45th street west of Eighth avenue. He 
remained very close to the theatre’s operation and was greatly concerned 
with the business it was doing. A couple of years ago he attended a show- 
ing of Marc Blitzstein’s ‘Cradle Will Rock’ in a competitive house, which 
was done without scenery and costuming, and marvelled at the capacity 
attend-nce. He said to Lester Hammel, sitting next to him: ‘Here’s a show 
without costumes and scenery and it’s doing a big business. I’ve got a 


show in my own house with plenty of scenery, costumes and actors, but no 
business.’ 


aca 
Insuring a Profit | 
While Beck had more enemies than friends, it was a known fact that he 
was more liberal with employees and performers than his associate Keith- | 
Albee intesests. When the Orpheum Circuit, a closed corporation, took in 
the Junior Orpheum theatres and a stock issue was floated, Beck saw to it 
that all oi his employees got blocks of stock at the rock-bottom price. | 
Later, when the market on these shares dropped considerably, Beck under- 
wrote thei. losses. The profits of one of his houses, the Orpheum, Calgary, 
were turne4 over to his bookers, including George Godfrey, Frank (Wilmer 
&) Vincer.t, Ray Meyers and Earl Saunders. As a result, the bookers saw 
to it that acts played this house at a 50% cut so that more profits would be 
realized. Vincent and Godfrey made a lot of money with Beck, Vincent 
retaining and building his coin into a fortune, but Godfrey today is booking 
one and two-day vaude houses for short coin. 





It was Feck’s ingeniousness which overcame many of the Palace’s early | 
billing headaches. He devised the time-table billing which gave the acts 
an equal break in type-size and he also figured out the method for stop- 
ping backstage quarrels for the No. 1 dressing room on the stage floor. 

‘ When it appeared certain that there would be a scrap between two head- 
liners for the No. 1 dressing room, Beck would order the room painted. 
The No. 2 dressing room also was on the stage floor, but if they couldn’t 
get No. 1 actors didn’t appear to mind, even if they were placed on the 
upper floors. The No. 1 room, therefore, got more coats of paint than any 
other spot in Times Square. 





Episode of the Warm Martini . 
im the rough and tumble of the early beer garden type of vaudeville 
Martin Beck got to know hundreds of actors personally. He disliked cer- 
tain performers and they returned the dislike, feuds dating back to his 
waiter days and lasting for decades. ” 
The late Maurice Downey, who was in vaudeville over 40 years with a 
series of acts, and Martin Beck glowered at each other for years, although 
eventually the success of Beck ended the likelihood of personal contact. 
It seems that Downey, a self-assured young actor, had been out front at a 
patron’s table and had accepted a dry martini, but said he would take it 
backstage, Martin Beck was the waiter told to deliver the drink. | It ar- 
rived ‘ate, warm and in a pop bottle, whereupon the hot-tempered Irishman 
bocted Beck out of the dressing room and was never forgiven. 





Pushover for a Looker ; . 
That Beck could never pass by a pretty face was legendary in show busi- 
ness. On his return to RKO in 1932 he switched secretaries twice because 
of this penchant. His first secretary he brought over from his office at the 
Martin Beck; a week or so later he saw a personality femme who worked 
in the publicity department. He switched her to his office and moved his | 
Original secretary to the contract department. Shortly afterwards still | 
another girl attracted him and again he switched, but he dismissed the last | 
One because he claimed ‘she used too much makeup.’ 
Could Dish It Out, But—— 
it was Beck’s boast that he had more starnina than any other man, and | 





| Charles 


ALF WILTON RECALLS 





BECK’S SHOWMANSHIP) 


Pequannock, N. J., Nov. 19. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
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‘dent of the Orpheum Circuit in 1920, 


Had it not been for having a very | TePlacing Meyerfeld (who died in 


funeral services of my good friend, 
the late Martin Beck, who surely 
was a great showman and his fore- 
sight was uncanny. Here is at least 
one proof of this certainty. Several 


years ago I had the late Holbrook | 


Blinn, star of the ‘Bad Man’ and 
many other great successes, head- 
lined at the Palace theatre, N. Y. 
All of the Keith managers had gone 
to Cleveland to the opening of the 
new Palace theatre. When they re- 
turned they all saw this act; every- 
one of them turned it down cold. I 
saw him in the act and thougnt he 
was wonderful. 


I immediately saw Mr. Beck who 
said, ‘Has he no time—this is a great 
name, I told him George Godfrey 
said he would not play it, so Mr. 
Beck said, ‘I will see George.’ The 
result was he gave me Chicago and 
St. Louis, and sent for me Tuesday 
morning and told me they were sold 
out for the week. So he gave me 
Memphis and New Orleans to follow 
St. Louis. Mr. Godfrey said I was 
right and they were all wrong, as he 
booked the act against his best 
judgment. 

Frank Vincent offered me_ the 
entire Orpheum circuit to follow but 
as Mr. Blinn was tied up with Wil- 
liam Randolph Hearst with pictures, 
he could not accept. I could state 
many more cases of this kind where 
Mr. Beck’s judgment was superior to 
over managers. 

if my memory serves me right 
:avid Bispham, the well-known 
varitone of the Metropolitan opera 
house, was the first big opera star in 
vaudeville. Mr. Beck gave me 30 
weeks at $2,000 weekly. It was good 


money in those days. He offered me | 


$4,000 weekly for the late Mme. 
Nordica. I cabled her in Australia. 


She went to the Thursday Islands 
|} and passed away owing to a ship- 
| wreck. I booked many great acts on 
|the Orpheum time, 


among others 
being Gallagher & Shean, Ted Lewis, 
Ruggles, Lou Tellegen, 
Victor Moore & Emma Littlefield, 
the late Marie Dressler, Montgomery 
& Moore, Jack Wilson and Kitty 
Gordon, Four Diamonds (now Three 
Diamonds), Johnny Burke and many 
others. 

I was the first vaudeville repre- 
sentative whose name was in front 
of the Palace theatre on a painted 
signboard. It read: ‘Alf T. Wilton 
presents Frances Starr, in a one-act 


playlet entitled, ‘Nanette,’ written by | 


Jean Archibald, staged by David 
Belasco.’ I made it possible for Mr. 
Belasco to make his famous speech 
the opening afternoon. Mr. Albee 
told me it was a great piece of 
showmanship, 


Alf T. Wilton. 


Ice Show Tours N. C. 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 19. 

‘Royal Ice Palace Classic,’ ice show, 
is currently touring North Carolina, 
with bookings at Winston-Salem. 
Raleigh, Gastonia, Salisbury and 
other towns. Has 26 performers and 
eight technicians who handle the 
portable rink of iceolite. William 
Matlock is in charge. sid 








Two shows are given each night 
and some towns are booked for two 
days. At the close of the 8:15 show 
and until the 10:30 show opens, spec- 
tators are permitted to use the ice 
rink to the music of Nick Nicholas 
band. 


| 1935), the circuit had grown to more 
‘than 50 theatres. A closed corpora- 
‘tion then, it floated a stock issue 
/when taking in the Junior Orpheum 
‘time in the early ’20’s and more than 
,doubled its number of theatres. 

The Orpheum stockholders voted 
Beck out of the presidency In 1923 
and a year later he built the New 
| York legit house bearing his name on 
145th street west of Eighth avenue. 
He re-appeared in the vaude picture 
in 1932, when vaudeville was gasp- 
ing its last, and shook up the RKO 
booking office. A year later he was 
out again and since then confined 
| himself strictly to legit. 


Built the Palace, N. Y. 


Beck’s entry to Broadway was via 
the Palace, on Broadway, which he 
‘built and opened on March 24, 1913. 
|There was much behind-the-scenes 
|maneuvering, so far as the Palace 
| was concerned, between Beck and 
'the B. F. Keith-E.F.Albee United 
Booking Office, all of them working 
against the then flourishing Hammer- 


Martin Beck Dies at 73 


| Continued from page 2 








ing office commissions still in prac- 
tice. He formed the Excelsior Col- 
lection Agency which operated for 
the Western Vaudeville. Later 
Keith-Albee set up the Vaudeville 
Collection Agency for the K-A time. 
It became one of the circuit’s juciest 
plums for insiders and long a bone 
of contention with actors, who 
couldn’t understand why they had to 
pay an employer a fee for giving 
them a job. ” 

Beck’s last theatrical venture was 
an interest in ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ cur- 
|rent at the theatre bearing his name. 
Show was produced by Al Lewis and 
Vinton Freedley. Lewis was a prom- 
inent figure in vaudeville, teamed 
with Max Gordon prior to their legit 
ventures and their managerial sep- 
aration. Some weeks ago Beck and 
Lewis looked over a photo of the 
showmen who formed the Vaudeville 
Managers Protective Assn. Beck 
commented that all but himself, J. J. 
Murdock and Pat Casey were de- 
ceased and remarked: ‘I wonder 
who'll be next.’ 


His Pet House 








|stein’s. Oscar Hammerstein held the 
| UBO vaudeville franchise for Times 
|Square from 42nd street to 57th 
' street, and Beck and Albee tried to 
keep secret the UBO’s interest in the 
|Palace. When Hammerstein got the 
drift of things, he threatened to sue 
‘for an injunction. Albee then de- 
|nied any connection with the Palace 
|and even Beck got so worried that 
jhe also tried te disclaim responsi- 
| bility for the house. Eventually, 
however, Beck and Albee settled 
$250,000 on Hammerstein and the 
threat against the Palace was dissi- 
pated. 

The Palace was the country’s first 
$2 vaude house and for a time it had 
rough sledding. Opening show was 
panned and cost around $7,000, with 
‘The Eternal Waltz,’ an operetta act, 
| getting $3,000 and Napierkowska, an 
jartistic cooch dancer, salaried at 
| $1,000. Rest was split between six 
|acts, including Ed Wynn in ‘The 
| King’s Jester,’ Taylor Holmes, Ota 
| Gygi, the violinist, and a line of| 
| girls. Sarah Bernhardt, who was 
booked by Beck for a tour of the 
|Orpheum Circuit, played the Pal- 
ace shortly after it opened and 
|Started the house on a paying basis. 

Inaugurated the State-Lake Policy 

Beck was responsible for what be- 
came known as the State-Lake (Chi- 





When the Beck theatre opened, its 
structure of much iron work caused 
the comment that it was built like a 
fortress. Although spotted west of 
Eighth avenue on 45th street, it is 
considered worth a fortune and 
Beck’s boast was it is the only thea- 
tre without a mortgage. Showman 
was involved in a sensational court 
proceeding in connection with the 
house. . 

Lillian Saxon Schrein, who was his 
secretary and treasurer of the Beck, 
was arrested at the instance of the 
manager who charged she embezzled 
him through forgery out of approxi- 
mately $400,000. She was eventually 
convicted of stealing $60,000 and is 
currently serving a two to four-year 
prison sentence. 

Miss Saxon, who was known in 
ticket and bookinaker circles, alleged 
she had been intimate with Beck for 
years, although she is wed to his 
nephew and has three children. He 
denied the intimacies, though they 
were seen together on any number of 
occasions. At one time they fre- 
quented the racetracks, he wagering 
modest sums while she covertly bet 
$1,000 or more on a race, even away 
from the course. Seemingly, it never 
occurred to him that Miss Saxon 
could not afford to maintain an elab- 
orate home at Neponsit, L. I, with 








|Cago) policy. It was the first mid-| 
| west four-show-a-day house, with the | 
acts only working three shows. This | 
was done by booking nine acts for a | 
\seven-act show, Beck alternating | 
two or three acts through the day so. 
that no turn played more than three | 
shows. 
Beck was ruthless betimes in his 
| business dealings. An eccentric, he | 
| Was never so eccentric that he forgot | 
| his shrewdness. One of his traits 
was to shout at and belittle people | 
in public—but he himself could 
|never take a ribbing or a slight. He 
| became estranged from Mort Singer, 
|midwest theatre operator and once 
one of his closest friends, because 
Singer, whom Beck brought into the 





Orpheum Circuit as vice-president | 


and general manager, was able to 
join one of New York’s swankiest 
golf clubs that had turned down 


Beck. This rankled Beck, so he estab- | 


lished a summer home at Elberon, 
N. J., and helped form the Norwood 
Country Club at Long Branch. 
took golf lessons from some of the 
best known pros, but his game was 
never really good. 

Inaugurated the 5% Booking Chisel 
It was Beck who started the book- 





for a time associates in the business looked upon him with awe because 


| of his ability to keep working for stretches of 18 hours daily. 


This was 


exploded, however, when it was discovered that Beck was slipping away 


every afternoon for a rubdown and 


two or three hours’ sleep in a hv‘ci, | 


pretending that he was attending in.yortant conferences. 


Beck, when commuting during the summer from his Elberon, N. J., home, 


became acquainted with the president of a leather company. 


Beck then 


subscribed to the Leather Journal and took delight in riding the leather 


man about his own business in frent of other commuters. 


This kept on 


for weeks unti] he quoted a story uirect from the trade paper, and this 
wised up the leather man, who then subscribed to Variety and retaliated— 
in spades—on Beck. Beck was known as a ribber, but not as a ‘taker’, 





Beck’s Personal P. A. 


Years ago Beck hired the late Mark Luescher, who eventually headed | the board of governors of the League 
the Keith-Albee and then the RKO publicity department, as his personal | of New York Theatres and close as- 


press agent. 


It was 


through Paspart that Beck met his second wife, then Louise P. Heims. 





‘Never Read Variety’ 
It was typical of Beck’s pride that he loudly proclaimed that he never, 


never read VARIETY. However, 


age 


g from the Mayfair (then 


| dour.’ 
| replaced 


He | 


Columbia) Theatre Building could look into Beck's office and see him regu- 


| larly each Wednesday going through this sheet, which was then ‘poison’ 


to him ang Godfrey, his booking head. 


several servants on the salary he 
paid her. Miss Saxon claimed to 
have power of attorney to sign his 
name, but he contended that she had 
no right to sell his securities. It was 
reported that Beck made partial re- 
covery from banks because of the 
forgery conviction. Beck was mixed 
up in other litigation in connec- 
tion with the theatre. Opening 
attraction was ‘Madame Pompa- 
When Hope Hampton was 

as the lead she sued 
| Beck and the late Charles B, Dilling- 
|ham who presented the show with 
i\him, for $36,000. Another suit was 
|started by Rosalie Stewart in 1927. 
|She presented a revue called ‘A La 
Carte’ which failed and she sought 
‘recovery of his share of the losses. 
| His defense was that he turned over 
\his interest to a stenographer. 
Theatre had some lean years, but + 
lso a string of successes. One of the 
best money getters was the D’Oyly 
| Carte Co., with Gilbert and Sullivan 
| operettas. 

Beck’s first wife (Meyerfeld’s 
daughter) died a number of years 
|ago after bearing two daughters, Mrs. 
| Nicholas Ransohoff, of N. Y., and 
| Mrs. Paul Ladin, of Los Angeles, who 
isurvive. Beck then married Louise 
|P, Heims, many years his junior, who 
'had radio ambitions as a singer sev- 
eral years ago. It’s known Beck in- 
structed her to hold simple burial 
|rites for him. 

Services were held Monday 


| a 


(18) 
at Campbell's, interment in Beck’s 
| mausoleum in Salem Field, Brooklyn. 
| Around 400 attended the funeral 
services for Beck, at which a Prez 
byterian minister, a close personal 
\friend of the family, officiated. At 
the cemetery, he read the Jewish 
| prayer for the dead, but in an Eng- 
lish translation. Arthur Hopkins de- 
dileved the eulogy. 

Pallbearers included members of 


Idea behind this was for Luescher to build him up as an/| sociates of Beck. Among them were 
international showman. The object was partially achieved, although Willy | Mare 
Paspart, an agent, had a lot to do with many of Beck’s imports. 


Heimann, Brock Pember- 
|ton, Lee Shubert, Gilbert Miller, 
Herman Shumlin, Sam H. Harris, 


Lester Meyer, Harry Sommers, Max 
Gordon, Vinton Freedley, Lawrence 
Langner, Roland Stebbins, Dwight 
Wiman, William A. Brady, Al Lewis, 
James Reilly, J. J. Murdock and 
Louis Lotito, manager of theatres 
‘for Beck. 
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Morton Downey, Johnny Messner 


Band, Watly Vernon, Leni Lynn, 
Three Dancing Debs; ‘Kit Carson’ 
(UA), reviewed in VaArtety, Aug. 
28. 


This show represents pretty much 
of an off week. There isn't a sock 
act in the lot Morton Downey 
closes the runoff in nice concert 
fashion, Wally Vernon’s clowning 
gathers a moderate amount of laughs 
and Johnny Messner and his 10 
pieces make music that can_ be 
danced to, but the contingent’s flair 
for stage entertainment is quite 
limited. The femme _ delegation, 
Leni Lynn and the Three Dancing 
Debs, are comparative newcomers 
and yet theirs are the liveliest mo-| 
ments on the bill. Messner’s aggre- 
gation does a handsome job in play- 
ing for the Lynn, Vernon and Debs 
turns. | 

Messner tees off the session with a} 
hot and brassy arrangement that) 
warms up the air at least for the fast 
buck-and-winging of the Three 
Dancing Debs. These youngsters 
blend looks with a good sense of| 
rhythm, while one of them in par- 
ticular proves she’s also adept at 
contro} and acrobatic dancing. The 
act’s returns on the getaway were 
generous. | 

The band takes over again at this’ 
point with a novelty framed around 
a toy piano. The combo’s pianist, | 
equipped with the little instrument, | 
feeds his tinkling solos into the| 
mike, while the band rounds out, 
with whatever {te is necessary to 
make a musical go of ‘Stardust’ and | 
‘Ferryboat Serenade.’ 

Miss Lynn explains during the 
course of her routine that the last 
time she played the State was with) 
Eddie Cantor. The girl proves with| 
her opening bars that her talents 
suffice to make her stand on her 
own. ,Her coloratura is exception-,| 
ally flutey and her head tones are) 
always rounded and sound. The 
only weakness of her act is its waste | 
of talent on the gummy recitation | 
which makes Clark Gable the focal 
point for a special introduction to 
You Made Me Love You.’ Miss 
Lynn can sing, and what she does in 
the foregoing number sums up as so 
much slumming, 

Vernon deals in cleaned-up gags, 
eccentric hoofing, a clever burlesque 
on a burlesque strip tease and an air 
of labored nonchalance. It all 
works out amusingly, especially the 
strip number. 

Messner again moves in, this time 
to do a duet with the band’s staff 
vocalist, Jeannie D@Arcy, on the 
themes of ‘Hit the Road’ and ‘Ain't 
You Ashamed. It’s all honkey- 
donkey. | 

With Downey’s entry the mood be- | 
comes quite intimate. The band is 
travelered out of the scene and it’s 
just the tenor and his piano. He) 
pours out the pops, such as ‘Harvest| 
Moon’ and ‘My Melancholy Baby,’ | 
Irish melodies and a current ditty 
here and here, and they keep en-| 
couraging him for more. An old} 
favorite has come calling and every- | 
thing that he brings out of those| 
pipes is okay with them, and unani- 
mously so. Odec. 


| 


| 
| 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 15. 

Buster Shaver with Olive and 
George, Marjorie Gainsworth, Ernie 
and Naida Perez, Johnny Burke, 
Mills, Kirk and Raye, Larry Flint 
House Orch, ‘Phantom of Chinatown’ 
(Mono) and ‘Stranger on Third 
Floor’ (RKO), 





One of the least satisfying stage 
shows ogled here in several weeks 
finds Buster Shaver and his midgets 
standing out like a million dollars 
and almost saving a dull evening by 


closing the proceedings with their) utes 


nice slice of 


| happening 


| 
| Jimmy Joy Orch. 


well-spaced 
routining. 
Mills, Kirk and Raye 
deuce for singing, gags, hokum and 
hoofing. An impersonation of the 
‘Good Wil! Hour’ on radio is a good 
bit and a ‘scotch’ jitterbug dance 
idea at the finish socks over for ex- 
| tra bows, but the kingpin of the trio 
| is too prone to milk the laughs and 


laughs and well-paced 


| this detracts from the overall effec-| 


tiveness. However, the boys show 
some promise and with better ma- 
terial and improved delivery all 
around they'll be worth watching. 
Miss Gainsworth was not in good 
voice when caught, partly betause 
she unnecessarily used the mike and 
mainly because she was off-key now 
and then. Mixing pops with classics 
in medleys Miss Gainsworth im- 
proved as she went along, getting 
best response from her flashy ren- 
dition of ‘Gentle Lark.’ Fox. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 16. 

Five Canistrellis, Gali-Gali, Walter 
Dare Whal, Sixteen Gae Foster Girls; 
‘Moon Over Burma’ (Par). 

This one is entitled ‘Birthday 
Party,’ capitalizing on start of line’s | 
third year at same spot. Gals did a 
repeat of their stunt cavalcade just | 
a month ago, which precluded the 
obvious gag this week, but they are 
doing plenty singing, hoofing and at- 
mospherizing at every turn. 

Show opens, as usual, with Roxy- 
ette Eileen Ritter getting the audi- 
ence to warble in her Sing-A-Song- 
With-Mike session, this time special- | 
iziry in tunes with femme’s names— | 
Margie, Dinah, etc. Line launches | 
stage section of bill in fast rope-skip- | 
ping routine, building up kid birth- | 
day party mood, and falls back to | 
watch Five Canistrellis. Three 
women and two men make quite a 
splash with an always-something- | 
mixture of juggling. | 
tumbling and balancing, using plenty 
of paraphernalia. Applause good. 
throughout. ; 

Six gals in Oriental veils bring on 
Gali-Gali as ‘great Egyptian presti- 
digitator.’ Swarthy chap in fez works 
rapidly with constant chatter, turn- 
ing the old army game trick into a 
riot by using as many as seven baby 


\chicks under the inverted cups. Chap 
'gets two kids from audience and has 


‘em dizzy with smooth coin, card and | 
handkerchief biz. winding up bv in- 
viting each to remove baby chicks 
from their own pockets. Neat tvist 
is letting audience in on some of the 
stuff that baffles the kids. Surefire 
all the way along. 

Twelve line gals, half in gowns and 
half in tails, take it for brief waltz. 
falling back as Walter Dare Wah! 
appears as bellhop to take tophat and 
coat from partner before hoing into 
strong-arm biz. Act is well-known 
here and the ielly-arm interludes are | 
getting slightly worn, but pair pack 
enouch bona fide heaving to register 
solidly. 

Line finishes bill with swing ver- 
sion of Paderewski’s ‘Minuet in G 
for oke hand. : 

Biz good at show caught. Craig. 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, Nov. 16. 
with Betty 
| Burns and Art London: Lester Hard- 
ling, House Line, Barry Watts; 
| ‘Melody and Moonlight’ (Rep). 


} — 





The Joy organization has some- 
thing of a following hereabouts as 
a dance crew, but isn’t particularly 
known as a stage band nor has it 
appeared as such here of recent date. 
In line with the recently established 
| custom the band moved in here fol- 
lowing a two-week stand in the 
Terrace Grill of local Hotel Muehle- 
bach. 
| Aside from its lack of marquee 
| draught the band fills the bill pretty 
| well on entertainment. In 45 min- 
performance is well rounded 


entertainment that) with the aid of Joy’s own specialists 
looks just a bit better every time 
they come around. Marjorie Gains- 
worth is given big billing and she Joy 


and Lester Harding and the regu- 
lar house line. 
is well stocked with novel- 


plays here instead of in ‘Night of} ties, such as his ‘musical cocktail’ 


Love,’ a musical, now on the road, in 


which she was originally cast. 
But getting back to 
Shaver act—the highlight 


the Buster 
of the 


method of opening and introducing 
his boys, and his ‘musical courtroom’ 
interpolation midway. He heightens 
this department with his own play- 


take the! 


| Love 


ROXY, N. Y. 





Kay Kyser’s Orch (14) augmented 
to 24, with Ginny Simms, Harry 
Babbitt, ‘Ish Kabibble,’ ‘Sully Mason, 
Gae Foster Girls (16); ‘You'll Find 
Out’ (RKO), reviewed in this tssue 
of VARIETY. 





If you like Kay Kyser and his 
Kollege of Musikal Knowledge you'll 
like him in spades at the Roxy this 
week; otherwise it may be a case of 
overdoing a good thing. For ex- 
ample, no sooner is the piece-de- 
resistance of Kyser’s stage stint over 

-the re-creation of his radio Kol- 
lege routine—than the rostrum en- 
tertainment segues into a celluloid 
replica of the same thing, because 
that’s the keynote of Kyser’s current 


starring film, ‘You'll Find Out’ This | 
| is his second picture for RKO and 


the first time for the rah-rah maestro 
on the Roxy rostrum. It’s also a 
solo week booking, doubling from 
the Waldorf-Astoria, which means 


that if the film holds over it will | 


have to continue sans the Kyserites’ 
personing, 

The Kyser draw is potent, judging 
by the healthy turnout 


ing stand, 


It’s also a grueling grind for the 
Kyserites, who, between dinner and 
supper sessions at the Waldorf (in- 
cidentally, the first time such dis- 
pensation came from that swank 
hostelry), and their regular Wednes- 
day night broadcast for Lucky 


| Strike, opened with a five-shows-a- 


day schedule. 


No gainsaying the versatility and 
variety of their entertainment. Even 
before the capping Kollege Kuiz 
routine, the band gives excellent ac- 
count of itself with a skillful blend 
of current pops, expertly orches- 
trated for ensemble pcs formance or 
solo vocalizing by the photogenique 


Ginny Simms, the personable Harry 


Babbitt. the comedic ‘Ish Kabibble’ 


,and Sullv Mason. 


Basic band numbers’ 14—five 
brasses, five reeds, tour rhythm, 
with maestro Kyser at the helm and 


soloist Babbitt sitting with the boys, | 


but not even faking an instrument. 
A brass choir of 10 augments the 
bana on stage after first being dis- 
covered in the two side boxes with 
proper fanfare to prelude the stage 
presentation. 


The clever Gae Foster Girls work 


in and out of the band presentation | 


with atmospheric business as co-eds, 
besides getting off another unique 
terp ensemble routine, that with 
miniature xylophones utilized in 
synchronization with their taps, to 
the tune of ‘Say It with Music,’ 
which they tap out on the midget 
vibes. 


Miss Simms, who shows up even 


better for camera values under the | 


RKO cinematic technique, registers 
in person with ‘Maybe,’ segueing 
into a dandy ‘St. Louis Blues’ ar- 
rangement, besides dueting ‘Our 
Affair’ with Babbitt. Her 
‘Only Forever’ is another highlight 
solo. 


Show runs an hour and 10 min- 


| utes, which is some 20 minutes too 


long, especially if Kyser is aiming 
for a fancy gross with a five- and 
six-shows-a-day schedule Further- 
more, it tends to surfeit where he 
should leave ’em hune™.. 

Another shades-of-:; ‘bee opserva- 
tion is the frank trailerizing in- 
dulged in by Kyser for his Wednes- 
day-at-10-p.m. Lucky Strike com- 
mercial, both in the film anc on 
stage. Where it ::sed to be anathema 
to plug a competi.:.e show biz entity 
from a vaudfilmer, now it’s a case 
where the competition (especially if 
it’s radio) is the whyfore of th: 
act’s value for fiims or stage. Thi 
picture version even includes tr 
tobacco auctioneer’s chant, altho 
just circumscribes plugging } 
Strike by name. 

Other than that, the showmani 


ke 
“J 


maestro’s post-graduate discourse in! 


Tin Pan Alley intelligence makes 
even his most backward stuh-dents 
want to stay after school. Some of 
the kids were there practically all 
day Thursday, and Kyser asked that 
the least they could do for him was 
not to spill the answers before he 
does. Abel. 


Thursday | 
(14), a miserable, all-day-rain open- | 


| east side bonanza on which to fall 
back. 

Ben Rader’s local tooters, trans- 
ferred back from the apron to the 
elevator platform, start the shindig 
with the chorus from two pop tunes 
before breaking into ‘Oh, Johnny’ for 
Perkins, who spends a few minutes 
winning guffaws with his gags and 
‘tales before introducing the Four 
| Sidneys, okay trick bike act. Connie 
Clark, at the Playdium last week, 
comes next. The willowy gal, sport- 
ing an attractive gold-cloth gown, 
warbles ‘Nobody's Baby’ and ‘If I 
Had My Way’ to win a round of ap- 
proval. The Rhythmettes, who so 
closely resemble part of the Munici- 
pal Theatre dancing line because of 
their precision, copped applause with 
a production number tagged ‘Sub- 
way Express.’ 

The Martels (3) and the Mignon 
femme, in the next slot, score solidly 
with their combo of ballroomology, 


adagio and acro. Mignon is tiny and | 


the stalwart males toss her all over 
the place. This act appeared in 
Par’s ‘Buck Benny Rides Again.’ 
Buster West with Lucille Page and 
Chuck Gagnon go over with their 
zaney dancing and acro stuff, socked 
‘over by West and Miss Page. 
Gagnon, straight, has little to do. 
Perkins breaks out with two dit- 
|ties, ‘My Wife’s First Husband’ and 
\‘Stay After School,’ both bordering 
too closely to the indigo for this 
|family trade. Perkins’ best gag on 
show comes when, in plugging his 
east side recreation spot, he spouts 
that the citizenry in Illinois know 


|who their governor is. The reference | 


is made to the gubernatorial situa- 
jtion in Missouri, where a legislative 
;contest may be necessary before the 
state’s chief exec is seated. The 
Rhythmettes return for their second 
routine. ‘Can Can,’ presented re- 
cently at the Municipal Auditorium 


duced by the William Morris agency. 
| This wound up the 55-minute show. 
Biz good when caught. Sahu. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Nov. 16. 





| of ’41’ with Binnie Barnes, Robert 
Cummings, Brenda Joyce, 
Preisser, Sabu, William T. Orr, Vir- 
ginia O’Brien, Mike Frankovitch; 
Max Leib House Orch (15); ‘Young 
People’ (20th). 


Since this troupe started there’ has 
been some _ shuffling around, with 
Ilona Massey and Robert Stack drop- 
|ping out and Robert Cummings, June 
Preisser and Virginia O’Brien as the 
replacements. There are plenty of 


names and much to look at, but what | 


| talent there is and the general slow- 
ness of the show keep emphasizing 
|the need for keeping the impresario 
or whatever you would call Miss 
|Parsons in the spotlight. 

| Compared to the Elsa Maxwell 
troupe, which last had the Fox stage, 
this looks like a production, byt it 
still is far from destroving the grow- 
{ing public belief that there must be 


|magic in those Hollywood cameras. | 


Brought on by a musical cue ‘You 
Ought to Be in Pictures,’ sports an- 
nouncer Mike Frankovitch is exces- 
sively boisterous and employs ex- 
aggerated introductions, including 


Sabu as ‘The Bob Hope of India.’ 


Biggest buildup, outside of Miss Par- | 


| sons, is on Cummings. 

| He finally is wheeled in, sup- 
posedly recovering from a Havana 
vacation, and flips along about his 
trip with a Milton Berle influence 
tiscernible. Pleasant personality reg- 


ers well, particularly with femmes, | 


ut the gags need sharpening. Intro- 


duction on Virginia O’Brien, who 
lead-pans blues singers with her | 
rsion of ‘Old Kentucky Home,’ 


Ramona,’ wasn’t clear and half the 
audience wasn’t sure if it was kid- 
ding or straight, but she was good 
for an encore on ‘Jeannie With the 
Light Brown Hair.’ 

At regular intervals, Miss Parsons 
shares the m.c. duties with Franko- 
vitch, with wires pouring in on the 
‘latest’ news from Hollywood and 
the players all stopping for a little 
chat at her desk. Along the way 
Sabu tells of his latest picture and 
does a song fsom it none too effec- 
itively, Miss sells 


during the ‘St. Louis Cavalcade,’ pro- | 


Louella Parsons’ ‘Hollywood Stars | 


June | 


turn is, as before, the ballroom dance| ing of two clarinets simultaneously 
of Olive and Shaver, which remains! to ‘St. Louis Blues’ and by stepping 
one of the most fascinating novelties! into the quartet. 


They also have a} 


of vaudeville. 
and lifts with which Shaver shows 
off his midget dancing partner look 


slightly different from those of the, back the pair of singers. 


routine when last caught. Olive’s 
costuming is nifty and Shaver keeps 


Some of the twirls 


nifty in ‘Sweet Sue,’ played on pop 
bottles variously filled with water. 

Straight music is used mostlv to 
i Art Lon- 
don, former Utah University half- 
back, gets his turn early in the route 


his music up to the minute. George,' to work out on ‘My Heart Stood 
the other midget, has more to do! Still’ and ‘Maybe.’ Big blonde is 
than a year ago, dancing thrice with| eligible for some kind of an aWa*d 
Olive. One is a waltzy ballroom,! for singing without moving his lips. 
another a fast and flashy number'! A little later Betty Burns takes her 
and the finale a conga, is a wow, inning on ‘Nobody’s Baby,’ ‘i Can't 
with Olive giving it the works. | Give You Anything But Love’ and 

Ernie and Naida Perez open the  ‘That’s for Me.” She fulfills on looks 


Joyce herself, 


FOX, ST. LOUIS 


backed by Cummings, Orr and 
Frankovitch, who drowns out the 
latter portion with a running ac- 
ae count of a foptball game. Miss Par- 
; : : isons is back to answer audience 
; St. Louis, Nov. 15 questions about Hollywood and ‘why 
I oe Perkins, Buster West and isn’t Frankovitch’ in pictures? . 
sucille age, Chuck Gagnon, The Last part 5 i i 

. age, | , 4ast part of the show clicked with 
Martels and Mignon, The Four Sid- the folks here. After they recog- 
neys, the Rhythmettes (16), Connie ‘ 


mn nized her in a British music-hall 
Clark, Ben Rader’s Orch (20); ‘Tug- getup, they gave Binnie Barnes a 


boat Annie’ (WB) and ‘Glamour For, good hand on 
Sale’ (Col.) ‘forcing an encore. It’s a good thing 

|Orr has been moved back in the 
‘show for earlier he would have been 
ruinous to the efforts of the others 





Johnny Perkins, whose entertain- 
ment proclivities in recent months 


her two numbers, | 


r 
} 
| 


bill with high-pole perchings by 
Naida, done in the circus manner and 
with good touches of showmanship. 


and voice although the house has 
seen both better and worse. 
Singing of the bill is rounded out 


Swinging out horizontally high up) by Lester Harding, the house’s regu- 


on a flexible metal pole which her 
partner whirls from the _ ground, 
Naida got a good hand for this flashy 


lar singing m.c., on a medley of 
| ‘Rio Rita’ tunes, with his baritone 
| Winding up on ‘Rangers’ Song’ in 


have been limited to his Playdium 
in East St. Louis and a once-a-week 
appearance with his troupe at Steve 
'Cady’s nitery here, is back currently 
on the boards at Fanchon & Marco's 
'5,000-seater Fox, m.c.ing a_ stage 
show chockful of meritorious enter- 
tainment. 


by comparison. He really scores on 
his performance with his series of 
imitations, Hepburn being particu- 
larly Gevastating to the payees, and 
going into his President Roosevelt 
wita ‘My friends, and for awhile I 
thought I might be addressing you as 


finish. _ | good fashion. House line contributes 
Johnny Burke is the solo comic two numbers to the bill, a cheer 
this week, netting himself some leader take off early, and a fox hunt 
plentiful plaudits for his standard) later, with Charlotte Browning 
monolog about the doughboy mud-! brought in to give a special foxy 
dling through the last war. Some of|.dance. Barry Watts, as the weekly 
Burke’s material is too blue, but! amateur winner, adds some sleight- 
generally it sustains interest through! of-hand to the show. Quin, 


,my former friends, pleasing both 
Three years ago Perkins enjoyed a | Democrats and Republicans. Miss 
‘long run at the St. Louis, a 4,000 , Preisser, too, has a professional stage 
seater of the St. Louis Amus. Co. '™4aner and her timing, even in an 
chain when a determined effort was |2#crobatic number, might be a text 
made to revive vaude in this burg. for some of the others. It winds with 
Perkins has lost none of his audi- | the cast doing a conga. 


ence approval and works just as; Biz good on next to fin : 
i strenuously as if he did not have his | Saturday (16), peek” 


STANLEY, PITT 





Pittsburgh, Nov, 15, 

Stan. Laurel, Oliver Hardy, Le 
Parker, Sid Gold, Marine Conrad. 
| Cass, Owen and Topsy, Darlene Gar- 
ner, Denny Dare Girls (10), Maz 
| Adkine ouse Orch (16); Duley’ 


Film comics Laurel and 

have cooked up an okay seus a 
their personal appearance jaunt, 
Unlike most Hollywood units this 
one isn't composed of dead-wood 
names, but is peopled chiefly by 
vaude standbys who know what it’s 
all about. Result is a show that’s 
fast, funny, good-looking and Well. 
routined, 

Laurel and Hardy confine their 
doings to a 10-minute skit at the 
close of the show and it’s tailor-made 
for silly Stan and opulent Ollie 
Chief complaints about team on the 
|screen is that there's usually too 
| much of them; that can’t be made of 
| their current p.a. and it's reacting 
| to their advantage. Their style is 
| well-known, and police Station 
| sketch, which winds up in a Slap- 
stick melee, fits them accurately 
| right down to the vest buttons. 


Introduction brings them to the 
downstage mike in one for some 
| pantomimic sillies and when Hardy 
| suggests that Laurel make a thank- 
| you speech, latter says he hasn't time 
because they have to go to City Hall 
and renew Hardy's driver's license. 
| That leads them into a half-stage set 
| and the body of their act, with Lew 
Parker doing the beleaguered ser- 
geant in absence of ailing James 
| Morton. Parker foils them well, 
| and comedy team doesn’t need any 
_ apologists for either their material 
or execution. 
Parker, incidentally, is the unit’s 
backbone. He's an okay comic, an 
| able m.c. and keeps the tempo 
| clipped and going with his deft 
handling. For stooges, he’s using 
Sid Gold, who heckles him from 
audience and later comes on stage 
for a slick bit of vocal exéYcising, 
and _ luscious-looking Maxine Con- 
rad, who dumb-doras Parker for a 
few minutes before going into ‘I’m 
Nobody’s Baby’ and ‘I Can't Resist 
You,’ both of which she puts over in 
workmanlike fashion. 


Standard turn of Cass, Owen and 
|Topsy is still tops in acrobatic 
nuttery and two gals and their part- 
ner tie things into knots, as they've 
always done every time around here, 
Couple of new tricks have been 
added since the last visit and they’re 
honeys. Other act is Darlene 
Garner, one of the Danny Dare girls 
who steps out of the line for a fast 
tap specialty that’s more than ade- 
| quate for the spot’s needs. 

In Danny Dare girls, Laurel-Hardy 
show is carrying an ensembie that’s 
as good as any to come down the 
line in quite a_ while. They're 
shapely, easy on the eyes and, what's 
still more important, can dance. 
Line work is all high-class, the gals 
know how to simulate personal en- 
joyment and the swell costuming 
helps them out no end, too. Chorus 
puts in three appearances, and each 
of them is a high-spot, which is un- 
usual for these unit pony ballets 








Show carries its own musical 
director who batons Max Adkins’ 
house crew from the pit. Adkins 


| himself herds the crew through an 
|} overture of Jerome Kern tunes, 
nicely arranged and featuring couple 
of band’s solo stars 

Biz off at opening. 
snow. 


Rain and 
Cohen, 


ee 


| ADAMS, NEWARK 


| Newark, Nov. 16. 

Ozzie Nelson Orch with Rose Anne 
| Stevens, Harriet Hilliard; Marty 
May, Chester Fredericks and Gloria 
Lane, Goodrich and Nelson, Julius 
Asnis House Orch; ‘Who Killed Aunt 
Maggie?’ (Rep.). 


Another clicky show is on view at 
the Adams this week, with Ozzie 
Nelson’s orch and songstress Harriet 
Hilliard featured. 

Nelson vocalizes now and then, and 
m.c.s with sureness and humor. In 
effective novelty he tells trials and 
tribulations of a bandleader. Rose 
Anne Stevens sits with band, and jit- 
terbugs way through two or three 
songs to good hand. Miss Hilliard'’s 
singing is on the cute and quiet side, 
by contrast. She was brought back 
for several deserved ‘encore choruses 
of ‘I Ain't Got Nobody and Nobody's 
Got Me’ when caught (16). 

Marty May bears striking resem- 
blance to Jack Benny, and has the 
|same general type of comedy offer- 
|ing, even to the violin Benny carried 
|but never played very well in vaude 
days. He registers solidly, and one 
|racy story he tells had not only cus- 
|tomers but boys in orch laughing at 
| his adlibbing. 

Chester Fredericks. with the as- 
| sistance of blonde and shapely Gloria 
Lane, offers his standard set ° 
| speedy softshoe and tap routines. Act 
|gets across o.k. 
| Quiet competence, divorced from 
;Mugging and comic stuff frequently 
‘encountered in such acts. makes 
|strong-arm gymnastics of Goodrich 
jand Nelson stand out. Couple 0 
| their stunts are startling. : 
| Biz fairly good Saturday afternoon 
| (16). Kent. 
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~~ CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 16. 
Abbott and Costello, Merry Macs 
(4), Larry Adler, Ruth Daye, The 
jausleys (4); ‘City for Conquest’ 
(WB). 








If week ending Thanksgiving Day 
(in inois) held any boxoffice ter- 
rors for Balaban & Katz, nobody’d 
ever know it by this bill. Layout 
runs a top length, an hour and a 
quarter, and, with one exception, 
acts build logically in the pattern of 
a good vaudeville show. 

Top honors go first to Abbott and 

stello, then 
se there's only a hair’s breadth be- 
tween ‘em. Abbott and Costello have 
the edge because they're the team 
the customers came to see. Reputa- 


tion is big here, and they’re pulling | 


‘em in; but, unlike a lot of. personal 
appearance acts, they don't disappoint. 
Their brand of comedy is better on 
the stage, if anything, than over the 
air, Customers gave plenty of evi- 


dence that chatter acts and crossfire | 


are all too seldom seen these days, 
and they’d welcome more as good 
as Abbgft and Costello. Only im- 
provement these boys could make 
would be to employ a little more 
action at the mike. Maybe the old 
finger-in-the-eye type stuff would 
do it. 


Merry Macs have what it takes for | 


a singing outfit; good appearance, ex- 
cellent arrangements and swell pipes. 
Talk is uneasy, and ballad, which 


they announce as something they are | 


seldom allowed to do, could well be 
Jeft out jf they can’t change to a bal- 
Jad style. Finish was a near show- 
stopper. 


Third in line for audience approval | 


js Larry Adler, and it’s a photo fin- 


ish. If there’s one harmonica player | 
worthy of being called ‘musician,’ | 


he’s Larry Adler. Billed as a ‘vir- 


tuoso, one of the few times when) 


any actor’s billing is an understate- 
ment. 


Costello comes on at finish of Ad- | 


ler’s act to stooge for him and do a 
fake harmonica playing bit which has 
been seen here often, but which went 
over big. Stooging is by way of an 
introduction for finale which has 
whole company, headed by Costello, 
doing a blackout announced as from 
"Streets of Paris.” The Columbia 


Wheel used the blackout, also, ’way | 


back. So has every burley 
since, and, probably, before. 
only difference here is that the bed 
has clean sheets, an innovation for 
this particular bit. 


Opening show are the Jansleys, 
two men and two boys, doing a fast, 
well-h:fidled tumbling turn. Follow- 
ing them is Ruth Daye. She just 
doesn’t belong. She’s a good little 
tap dancer and does three long, 
standard routines in one without any 
lighting effects and with no change 
of costume. That isn’t what’s wanted 
after the whamming the show gets at 


comic 


the Start from the Jansleys. It's like 
promising a guest great gobs of | 
cer ar. then giving him a lone oys- 


VY .ich is not to insinuate Miss 
is an oyster, though even an 
is Sweil in its proper place. 
House nearly capacity at dinner 
show caught. Loop. 


€ hay 


Majestic, San Antonio 





San Antonio, Nov. 16. 
Ted Lewis Band (13); Teil Sisters 
(3), Charles ‘Snowball’ Whittier, Joan 
Woods, Jeanne Blanche, Kay, Katya 


and Kay; ‘Rangers of Fortune’ (Par). 


Local vaudeville season opened 
neatly with Ted Lewis’ group of tal- 
ented entertainers in a fast 60-min- 
ute revue heavy with dancing, songs 
and music, with a touch of comedy 
here and there, all enhanced by the 
Lewis show manship. 


Wearing his battered tophat, Lewis 
opens show with his now-standard 
song stating that for years he has 
been getting away with murder with 
his nonsense, patter and songs. 
Leader opens with his old standby, 
The Hat With the Silver Lining,’ 
and then £ives out with his clarinet 
on St. Louis Blues.’ In this several 
0: the boys in the band are given 
S019 spots, Joan Woods taps to 
‘Somebody Loves Me’ avd comes 
back in finale to do a rhumba, her 
best applause-getter, 

The Tell Sisters, Jean, Gladys and 
“RY, are seated on stage through- 
Tuy and lend nice support to several 
° the production numbers. Are 
,otlighted with nifty renditions on 
Giga) coat Serenade’ and ‘Dinah.’ 
Hadys is heard solo with Lewis in 
is ‘Me and My Shadow’ and ‘You 
Can't Brush Me Off’ 

‘Isn't Sh 


he a Pretty Thing’ sung 
by Lewis introduces Jeanne Blanche. 
who present 
tig ag with cartwheels. Re- | 
ater for a fast tz ‘ 
Junction,’ ast tap to ‘Tuxedo 
Dane 


a e trio of Kay, Katya and Kay 
ed Outstanding hit of show 
susht with a- goa? routine to a 
ccennese waltz and then go into a 
omic toy dance. Had to beg off. 
“ae ‘Snowball’ Whittier is pre- 
~ ted in the oldie ‘Me and My 
Bane umber and ‘When My 
whist Smiles at Me,’ two numbers 
~ ft no Lewis show is minus. 
™Mes hack with a nifty imitation of 


The | 


S an interpretative dance | 


| Bill Robinson in a tap and in the 
finale as a peanut vendor. 

| Lewis vocals ‘I’m Stepping Out 
| With a Memory Tonight’ to good ef- 
| fect, bringing in names of many 
local establishments for good laughs. 


Other musical highlights are the | 
‘Musical Magical Man,’ in which | 


Lewis does his small-town band rou- 

tine with some fancy baton-twirling 

and ‘Are You Havin’ Any Fun?’ 
Entire group is on stage for finale, 


an imaginary trip to South America, | 


which closes with goobers being 

tossed to the audience, 
Second show caught opening day 

had full house. Andy. 


to the Merry Macs. | 


| PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Nov. 16. 
Woody Herman Orch, Kitty Lane, 
| Stump and Stumpy, Sid Robin, 
| Bobby May, Cass Daley; ‘Down Ar- 
| gentine Way’ (20th), 


Regular customers are conspicuous 
| by their absence during Palace’s cur- 
rent stanza, the heavy load of jive 
stuff being a little too much for the 
|conservatives. But it’s a perfectly 
| grooved, high-voltage bill for an 
|army of jitterbugs who are storming 
| the house. 


| % . . 
| Woody Herman’s stage personality 


more flexibility than they did on last 
visit in spring. Although still over- 


ting loose on some_hot high notes, 
| Herman wisely makes concessions to 
long-underwear customers at right 
times. 


lows Come Back to Capistrano’ and 
‘Moonlight and Roses,’ made even 
more mellow by warm lighting ef- 
fects. 


| But for a change, opening crowds 
yelled for whackier rhythms, so Her- 


| 
| 


| the crew, 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN | 





Clyde McCoy Orch (13), Dick Lee, 
Mildred Bailey, Bexnett Sisters (3), 
Charles Barnes, Calgary Bros, (2),| 
Rufe Davis; Shorts 


Clyde McCoy’s band has to stand 
fairly much on its own and others in 
his unit in filling out an hour of 
Stage entertainment. That the show 
stacks up so strongly is largely to 
the credit of this veteran in the band 
field, who has made his ‘Sugar Blues’ 
Signature mighty familiar down 
through the years. He’s mainly sup- 
ported by Mildred Bailey and the 
Calgary Bros., with Charles Barnes, 
Slick dancer, an added entry. 

McCoy’s outfit plays smoothly. 
Trumpet section, of course, is aces, 
as is McCoy’s hot-lips horn soloing. 
There is considerable excuse for his 
repeated playing, but it’s never over- 
done. Additionally, he m.cs the 
whole performance with ease. 

Bob Nelson, band’s arranger, is 
spotlighted with a piano solo and 
could do at least two, The three 
Bennett sisters, who're with the or- 
Zanization, impress with their close 
harmony around the mike and some 
first rate tapping. The maestro ap-,| 
pears to have a real asset in this 
team. Dick Lee, male balladist with 
is a solid ciick with his 


' ‘Only Forever.’ but not so forte with 


as well as his crew of jivers show | 


For them the outfit gets into | 


a melodically sweet strain in ‘Swal-' the radio. 


‘A Million Dreams Ago.’ Mixes a 
nice smile with neat warbling and 
deserves additional songs. Band fea- 


a ij tures ‘Tear It Down,’ ‘Basir treet 
emphasizing the brasses when cut- | : Basin § 


Blues 
Blues,’ 

Miss Bailey, ‘Old Rockin’ Chair’ | 
lady of the airlanes, seeminyly is as | 
popular behind the footlights as on! 
‘I'm Nobody’s Baby’ and 


and the inevitable ‘Sugar 


| ‘Lover Where Can You Be,’ latter in 


man put the heat on ‘Fan It’ and, 


‘Golden Wedding’ to such a fervid 


ed wooden arms Off their seats. Kitty 
Lane not distinctive in voice but 
okay in delivering ‘Rhumboogie’ with 
power, while Sid Robin accents com- 
edy ditties nicely. 


Both of them as well as everybody 


super-showmanship when it comes to 
| selling songs in a terrific way. The 
shouting, howling, mugging warbler 
is at her best on this visit. She’s 
slicker, shrewder and surer of her- 
self and her audience. 
her repertory, at least new to local- 
ites, is her medley of smartly turned 
songs telling a low-comedy. story of 
a hapless love affair. She follows 
them with ‘Old Man Mose’ and got 


| her famous ‘album number.’ 

| Bobby May fills a middle spot sat- 
lisfactorily with gags and juggling, 
| timing them uncannily. Stump and 
|Stumpy missed opening show be- 


degree that youngsters nearly pound-— 


else are shoved aside by Cass Daley’s | 


A new bit of | 


encored to death until she repeated 


cause of late train, but made up for | 


it in hotcha sepia hoofing at second 
| performance. Pullen. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 


In the wake of the election furor, 
, this bill at the Embassy resolves in- 
self into a hum-drum, innocuous col- 
| lection of clips. The fanfare accom- 
panying the national voting is still 
mrevalent in the reels, but by this 
time the popular spirit of the occa- 
sion has died down, something which 
the reels seemingly have ignored. 
Paramount and Fox have the reels 
on the Roosevelts and the Wallaces, 


| ford, 


with Fox catching Willkie sounding | 


off on the need for American unity 
regardless of political affiliations. 
The last is a clip that was on last 
week's bill, which suggests that the 
theatre. or the reeling companies, 
are somewhat at a loss for material. 
The rest of the bill shows that, too 

Perhaps the most startling bit of 
news emanates from Tacoma, Wash., 
with the actual showing of that 
| bridge crash. Pathe caught it, and 
the full intensity of the wind that 
sent the huge span swaying to and 
fro was nabbed neatly, though the 
camera was seemingly out of focus, 
probably because the reeler was hav- 
ing difficult footing at one end of 
the bridge, when the actual crash 
came. It was a spectacular story 
from any standpoint, and the Pathe 
reels emphasized all too pointedly 
the indiscriminate coverage’ the 
dailies gave the story when it first 
broke. Of course, when the full 
realization of the crash hit home, 
they followed up the yarn, but not 
| before they had kindled in the minds 
of many the whyfore of the negli- 
| gence, 

Pathe and Par share equal billing 
on the mystery blasts that rocked 
|several points of the country, but 
they serve nothing beyond what the 
papers have already covered on the 
subject. 

Since this is the time of the year 
'when turkeys are given their due 
consideration, the fowl are paraded 
in several shots. Which suggests 
that Universal and Fox are being 
/none too adroit in ushering in the 
seasonal activities. The reeling 
wenal stuff, 

No less than eight football games 
are part of the 


. ?. 
Is tne 


etup, which gives evening. 


the modern-day idiom, are her best, 
songs. with ‘Old Rockin’ Chair’s 
Got Me’ for a closer. Enunciation 
and diction still make her singing | 
among the tops of current balladists. 
Calgary Bros. are doing the same 
drunk acro routine, with the slow- 
motion stickup the hit of their turn. 
They represent virtually the only 
comedy, on the bill, and adequately, 
aside from Rufe Davis. Latter, 
who’s been on the Coast in pictures | 
during recent years, remains 2 
favorite with his phenomenal sound | 
effects and imitations. ‘Mama Don’t 
Allow No Music Played in Here’ is | 
his outstanding contribution, though 
the mob here went for the sax-clari- 
net duet imitation and the Donald 
Duck song. | 
Charles Barnes, who builds with 
his tapstering, appears to have been 
rushed in as an emergency. Theatre 
advertises Nash and Evans, and also 
Curley Van outside, but neither act | 
shows. | 
Biz off at first show Friday (15).| 
Wear. | 


HIPP, BALTO i 


} performer. whose talking point is the 


Baltimore, Nov. 17. 
Ken Murray with Milton Charles- 
ton, Betty Atkinson, Park and Clif- 
Patricia Norman, Gae Foster 
Roxyettes (16), Phil Lampkin House 
Orch (14): ‘Mexican Spitfire Out 
West’ (RKO). 


; Own 


With house orch on _ stage to 
round out Ken Murray and a list of 
specialties, and house line of Roxy- 
ettes skillfully woven in and out of 
doings by Beth Mitchell, show here 
takes on considerable stature. Out 
of the pit and ably directed by Phil 
Lampkin, house orch: helps with 
socko musical support. 

Following a peppy collegiate 
routine by the line, which uses 

(Continued on page 55) 
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RICO de SIERRA 
Songs 
Hotel St. Moritz, N. ¥. 

This is Rico de Sierra’s American 
debut. He’s a 22-year-old Cuban 
singer, tall and personable with an 


engaging romantic tenor which 
combination, should prove even meré 
effective with maturity and increa 
stage presence. Right now de Sierra 


is a bit ill at ease, although in toto 
he makes a favorable impression on 
the floor of the Cafe de la Paix, at 
the Hotel St. Moritz. 

De Sierra is slated for ‘Crazy With 
the Heat,’ g Broadway 
musical, the cafe booking being 
smart idea to work out the kinks. He 
does standard ballads like ‘Bababalu 
with maracas self-accomp, the Mexi- 
can ‘Estrellita,”’ and the inevitable 
‘Mama Inez’ and ‘Perfidia.’ They're 
all Latin-American surefires by now, 
and under de Sierra's tenoring neat 
interludes, 

The St. Moritz otherwise holds 
over the expert Eddie Varzos dance 
septet. with the talented maestro- 
violinist clicking heavily with senti- 


¢ , 
AOFLNCOMIN: 


mental ballads of Continental and 
domestic flavor. He’s been here 14 
months, apparently a fixture, and 
deservedly so. Vivian Blaine, new 


blonde songstress, is hit ’n’ miss with 
Slice Glover and Walter 


her vocals. £ 
LaMae, long conducting the ‘cham- 


pagne hour’ at the Rainbow Grill. 
are here with terp specialties, plus 


the dance-contest idea later in the 


Nino continues as person- 


another idea of the void in actual ality greeter. and business is ap- 


ews clips. Kan 


yarentiv gs Abel 


| McCoy playing the ‘Sugar Blues.’ 





Unit Reviews 





(ALVIN, MPLS.) 





Minneapolis, Nov. 16. 
George McCall, Line (12), Ruth 
Foster, Buddy Green, Mamo, Billy 
Young, Virginia Gibson, Bobby 
Pinkus; ‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep). 


George McCal], who has achieved | 
radio prominence as the CBS West 
Coast film columnist on the Old Gold 
hour and the Kate Smith summer 
program, has had some of his origi- 
nality incorporated into his ‘Man 
About Hollywood’ revue, breaking in 
at the Alvin. Besides providing 
pleasing entertainment, revue gives 
auditors a Hollywood education. 
While entirely unpretentious and | 
probably comparatively economical 
in talent expenditure, it generates 
more audience satisfaction and pleas- 
ure than the more elaborate name | 
Hollywood shows. 

Instead of taking his cue from) 
Louella Parsons, Ed Sullivan and} 
Elsa Maxwell, who have been tour- | 
ing with screen stars who have little | 
or nothing to contribute in the way | 
of stage performance, McCall has | 
gathered together a half-dozen ‘on- | 
and-off-the-screen’ Hollywood per- 
sonalities, probably unknown by 
name to even the dyed-in-the-wool | 
pic fans, who possess actual comedic, | 
singing, dancing and other talents. 

McCall has Gary Cooper to intro- 
duce him—from the screen—as ‘the 
man who knows everything about 
Hollywood and the movies.’ In the 
reel, which was especially produced 
for the revue, Cooper also apolo- 
gizes for his inability to be present 
|in the flesh due to film commitments, 
| While the film unwinds, McCall is 
'at the microphone to take the 
|audience on what amounts to a 
| personally conducted tour of Holly- 
| wood and the studios, relating inter- 
|esting anecdotes about the stars and 
places and giving various Hollywood 
lowdowns, Laurel and Hardy stooge 
in and out of the film for comedy 
purposes. Numerous other stars a] o 
are ‘shot’ in company with McCall. 
All very interesting as well as au- 
thentic. of course, and duly impresses 
the customers and helps to create a 
friendly audience attitude for the! 
performers. } 


During the show. McCall emcees, | 
stooges during various acts and an- |, 





} 


| Swers questions about the film capital | 


and stars, the queries being deposited | 
in a box in the lobby for that pur- | 
pose or originated by McCall him- | 
self to permit some gagyzinz. In some | 
wots, at least, he may be an ap- 
vToach to a name with a segment of 
ie film fans. The same goes for 
Mamo, Tahitian beauty, the featured 


‘act that she was the object of Clark 
Gable’s screen affections in ‘Mutiny 
on the Bounty.’ So, all in all, the 
revue affords plenty of selling possi- 
bilities. 

Here McCall is using the theatre’s 
own line of 12 lookers instead of his 
eight. The echoristers partici- 
pate in four well-staged numbers 
costumed in a way to reveal consid- 
erable of their physical charms. The | 
girls have a chance to sing and do| 
sole work. 

Show opens with the McCall film. 
Then, after the initial chorus bit, 
McCall brings on Ruth Foster, in- 
troducing her as the dancing double 
for Joan Crawford and other non- 
dancing stars in various pictures. 
She taps nimbly. Next comes Buddy 
Green, who, according to McCall, 
imitates the various stars for the 
Walt Disnev cartoons. His impres- 
sions of Wallace Beery, Paul Muni, 
Ned Sparks. Jean Hersholt§ and 
Charles Boyer won him a goed hand 
and, for a finisher, he takes off Clyde 





Mamo is a stunning young woman, 
strikingly attired, and she and Me- 
Call exchange some smart patter. 
She also explains Tahitian customs 
and the native languadge. Then Billy 
Young. an exuberant comic, makes 
his appearance from the audience 
with a Charles Laughton ‘Mutiny on 
the Bounty’ imitation and the three 
of them do an amusing burlesque on 
a mystery drama. In explaining the 
way such dramas are made, Youns 
cleverly acts out the various roles 
Mamo a Tahitian love 
from one of her pictures for a 
finish. 


sjnec sone 


good 


Another chorus number precedes 
the appearance of Virginia Gibson, 
introduced by McCall as the one who 


in films. 


vantage in ‘South American Way’ 
and other numbers. A chorus pro- 
duction is built about her version of 
‘Alice Blue Gown’ 

Bobby Pinkus, the show’s principal 
comedian, lands laughs with his ver- 
sion of a crooner making love to a 
mike, his impression of a shv little 
girl giving a recitation, and his ex- 
hibition of the dance ‘that killed 
vaudeville” He also does some first- 
rate acrobatic and eccentric stepping 
and. with Miss Foster, clowns 
through a Hollywood casting office 
bit. 

louse well filled at the last show 
Saturday night (18) Rees 


| but the 





fonis tne’ Newsree’s’ MAN ABOUT H’WOOD PARDON US, PLEASE! 


(VARIETY, LINCOLN, NEB.) 


Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 16. 
Bill Gardner’s Orch, Don and Red- 
dings, Monte and Rochelle, Colova, 
Anne Collard, Bill Robb, Jr., Joe 
Vernon, Medley and Dupree, Line; 


‘Saint's Double Trouble’ (RKO). 


Showing inroads in talent made by 
lack of playing time as the ‘Pardon 
Us, Please’ unit moved east from the 
west coast, this 54-minute vaude col- 
lection with a pretense toward an 
idea has a lot to do to get in shape 
for particular playing time. As it 
looked here, it was still breaking in, 
and trying desperately to keep from 
breaking up. 

Charles Seidner, with most of his 
display photos tagged with signature 
of Leroy Prinz, the Hollywood dance 
director, and claiming to have Hol- 
lywood talent, makes the most of 
this in the ads. Girls lacked a lot 
of matching the photos, and didn’t 
handle themselves on stage in the 
manner of the Prinz school. Seid- 
ner drew up the unit and is manager. 

His principal comeon for patron- 
age is Colova (Marguerite Cole), 
who suggests from her entrance that 
she’s going into some manner of a 
strip, but doesn’t. Rather, she ap- 
plies a light showing of contortion 
with some rippling muscular work 
that keeps the censors away and 
primes interest just the same. 

Utility workmen in the unit are 
Don and Johnny Reddings, hoofing 
and acrobatics, and the ballroom 
dance team of Monte and Rochelle. 
After an opening ;umber by the 
girls to allow the audience to set 
itself comfortably, the Reddings boys 
come forth with a little dancing. A 
couple of times later in the running 
they bound back for conversation, 
or biz. They’re just fair on all 
counts. Monte and Rochelle are kept 
busy all the time—in fact, too much. 
In nearly every number by the girls 
—and there are four—the team 
comes in the package. They, too, are 
only average. 

Medley and Dupree are the sole 
standard act, and quite familiar to 
vaude attendants. The routine right 
down to the explosion of the shrap- 
nel-treated phonograph remains as 
always, and Joe Medley’s slapstitck- 
ery gouges for laughs as usual. 

Bill Robb, Jr., is the m.c. and sings 
and Anne Collard works as the 
femme foii when bits and blackouts 
are a-brewing. Bill Gardner’s orch 
covers the music side, and highlights 
Joe Vernon, a shiner on the drums. 

Biz only fair. Art. 


H’wood on Loose 
(LYRIC, INDPLS.) 


Indianapolis, Nov. 15. 

‘Hollywood on Loose’ with Tom 
Brown, Arleen Whelan, Alexander 
D’Arcy, Judith Allen and Carlyle, 
Shaw and Lee, Ginger Manners, 
Rosemary Alberts, Three Flashes; 
‘Hit Parade of 41’ (Rep). 

The long-time complaint of the 
patron who lays his dough on the 
line to see film names is, to use one 
of the milder expressions, that ‘they 
don’t do anything.’ This week’s bill 
at the Lyric takes up an _ hour's 
time to emphasize that point. 

Tom Brown, Arleen Whelan, and 
Alex D’Arcy are familiar names to 
those who attend pix, but when 
given an opportunity to perform be- 
hind the footlights, they show a 
woeful lack of material. 

Most of the stuff is strictly street- 
corner trivia. D’Arcy and his wife, 
Miss Whelan, try a song and dance, 
execution is far below 


standard. Brown also does a one 


| minute skit With Miss Whelan built 


on a convict’s last word before get- 
ting the juice in the hot seat, but its 
strictly lightweight 

Judith Allen, assisted by Carlyle, 
does a jungle dance which consists 
mostly of .wriggling around the 
stage, and even the jungle ignorant 
could by no stretch of the imigina- 
tion find anything in it to justify 
its ‘jungle voodoo’ label. Thus, 
vhile Hollywood’s ability to put to- 
gether pictures may still be open to 
discussion pro and con, Hollywood 
inability to assemble stage shows 
eems to be becoming established, 

Others on the bill are strictly from 
vaude. Shaw and Lee help out 
plenty with their nonsense, appear- 


does the vocals for non-singing stars | "6 in three spots; help Brown with 
She’s a personable blonde | 


with nice pipes heard to good ad-| 


egg ag first, then with spitting 
scene from street car and finally 
with their hand mixups and dancing 


| finish. Three Flashes do some tricks 


on roller skates in the deuce, work- 


ing in front of pit orchestra on stage 
‘which hampers them for room. 
Ginger Manners, given a Hollywood 


label for sake of the unit title, does 
her usual madcap singing and fool- 
ing around at the piano. Has a good 
finish when she mouths the lyrics 
of ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ in synchroni- 


zation with Andrews Sisters record- 
ing off stage. Rosemary Alberts is 
winner of current amateur contest 


on WFBM and acquits herself credit- 
ablv on ‘Maybe,’ spotted early nN bill. 
Thin house at third show Friday 
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Variety Bills 


THIS WEEK (Nov. 15) 
NEXT WEEK (Nov. 22) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 





Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Johnny McGee Ore 

Jane Ward 
Alan Gerard 
Worral Sis 
Bud Lawrence 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Glover & LaMae 
Rice de Sierra 
Vivian Blaine 
Hotel St. Kegis 
Hal Saunders Urc 
Gus Martel Ore 
Dorothy Lewis 


Johnny Howard 
Denise 

Ethel Bennett 
Sadie Banks 
Jeanette Garrette 
Jenia Pobedinia 





Pago Page Club 
Armando Ore 
Virginia Gray 
Hilda Moreno 
Artini & Consuelo 
Tani 

Viace Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 


Bernice Manning 
Bill Farrell 





Deon Ricardo 
Hadley Gls 


Blackhawk 


| Raymond Scott Ore 


Dancing Co-Eds 

Don & Beverly 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 

Adrian Rollini Trio 
Kbrevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Reom) 

Mae King 

3 Hordes 

Bob Billings 

Broadmont 
Billie Garland 


Nord Richardsoa 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Orc 
Holty Swansen 
Helen Sumner 

Al Veirra Ore 


L’ Aiglhon 
Emil DeSalvi Ore 
Dorothy Johnson 
Arsene Siegel 
Isobel de Marco 


Hotel La Salle 
(Biue Front Room) 


Dorethy Blair 
Fain & Foster 
Billy Kenny 
Collins & Wanda 
6 Frolicettes 


Jam Session 
Mickey House 
Freddy Kornfeld 
Billy Kretchmer 
Joe Verrechia 
George Lutz 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Irving Braslow's Or 


Pegsey Shields 
3 Debs 


Palambo's 
Mazzone & Abb. 
ve Traite = 
ippee Velez Gls 
_ Hamilton 
oward Reynold 
Woody Mosher ay 

Red Lion Ina 
Ed Chambers Or 
) 
Peggy Phillips 
Carlos & Granad 
Dot Wilsen 2 
Jean Van 


| 69th St. Rathskelter 
| Jovettes 
Frankie Schuth 








Heasley Twins | Joe Ravazo Ozzie Wells Frank Macaura 





l.ucille Ford Gloria Fay 























HARTFORD P Mod | Bill & Betty Wade Vincent de Costa Jean Andrews Piersen Thail Ore eee ore Meine Bollinger 
; Jean Mode } Art Tubertint . : Count anfleld . ; OKO 
State (21-24) Brown & Ames Hotel Taft Tino Doenelli ey ee Aig Liberty tan Joe Armatrong Ruth MacLean 
Schooler & Swing'’ts | Johnny Burke | Frankie Masters Or | | - " Ted Smith Woody Mosher Mary Ann Laird 
Loew Gene & Glenn 16 Roxyettes | Metel Waldorf- Queen Mary Chez Puree Doree Daughton Lillian & Rockwell 
| Edmund Lowe | PITMAN | Astoria Joe Ellis Ore | Emil Coleman Ore Sunny Lovett Lexington Casine Bobby Lee Ore 
| Ann Dvorak | Broadway (21 only) Empire Room Louise Drydon | Carmen Miranda Vivian Stuart Charlie Gaines Ore Helen Doyle 
|C Fredericks Co | Kay & Kay : L ~ ¢ Jean Waiiers ; Paul Draper Ruth Jordan Rube, Eddie & J School House ta 
NEW YORK CITY a NEWARK | Reynolds & White | Kay y+ Ore Roberta Welch | Lee Sims Earl Wiley Ore 6 Bombshells | Little ~— a 
~“— State (21) | Adams (21) | Emile Boreo | Ginny Sims Baren Gyldenkron Ilomay Bailey Frankie Richardsen | ~ Tack ° 
x. - 3 Arnolds liver Geeten Ore } Allen & Kent (Sert Boom) Lew Williams | Robison Twins Morrison Motel Helen Jackson seorgina lee 
Herzogs . lr ow : | PROVIDENCE - Yorothy Bl | Evans Gl (Besten Oyster T W hirlw Joe Martin 
Frances Faye | Renna Co | Wonder, Betty | Metrepelitan | Eddy Ducntn Ore Dorothy aine | Evan ils Somans ‘he : hirlwinds Jeanie Van 
Paul Gerrits |C Emmy Mad Wags | Emerald Sis (22-24) | June Robbins Kalnbew Grill | Club Alabam Manfred Gotthelf Tees Swasee Lolita 
vee wt ay fea Pee Slim Timblin Co _ oth Lew Sherwood - , R Lillian Jitzgerald . 
Jack Teagarden Or | Wally Vernon | Top Hatters B 5 Wint Ore Charlotte Van Dae Cashi ‘ostell Joe Campo 
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First test of Sunday nights © 
Broadway will come Sunday (24) 
Exact number of performances to be 
given is not certain, but indications 


are that at least 11 will light up, 
three others being slated to join the 
Sabbath list. If so, that will be slight- 
ly more than 50% of the total num- 
ber of productions operating. None 
of the major musicals will be on the 
Sunday starting list with the excep- 
tions of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Gar- 
den, and ‘It Happens on Ice,’ Cen- 
ter. Latter has been playing Sun- 
days since opening. 

At start, the performances will be 
given at night. Managerial opinion 
seems to be that if Sundays are to 
be established an evening clientele 
must be ‘educated’ in attending the 
theatre at that time. Others believe 
that it will require quite some time 
for New Yorkers who can afford 
legit theatre prices to discontinue 
their custom of Sunday night social 
visits, card parties and the like. 

Managers, however, say they are 
willing to lose money on Sundays 
if they are eventually successful in 
building up the new patronage. Eve- 
ning performances are being fos- 
tered by the League of New York 
Theatres, with the idea of having 
uniformity in presenting all legiters. 
Little consideration appears to have 
been given the suggestion that Sab- 
bath afternoon performances, start- 
ing at 3:30, would be more likely 
to attract picture house audiences 
and those with pop price pocket- 
books. 

Equity, though, favors that idea. 
Its monthly magazine expresses ti: 


opinion that while it has no rea! ' 


right to tell managers how to han- 
die Sundays, it makes a suggestion 
to them as to where it believes the 


best chance of success for such per- ly 


formances is to be found. By im- 
plication it says afternoons shou! 
be favored. 

Special advertising is running in 
the dailies calling attention to the 
Sunday shows. Copy was prepared 
by the League and will probably be 
pro-rated among the shows that play 
that day. Believed that it will be 
necessary to keep the Sunday idea 
before the public and also out-of 
town visitors not aware of suc: 
showings. Likely that an extensi\ 
promotional campaign will follow, 
With suburban points emphasized. 


Two straight shows played last 
Sunday (17) under the new rule, on< 


being ‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (it*, 


second Sunday), and ‘Suzan ano 
The Elders,’ Morosco. Latter shov- 
stressed the number of moderate- 
priced seats and both played in the 
evening. “Road’ has the cheapest ad- 
mission on the list, being $1.10 top. 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial, #!s 
played last Sunday night, but it w 

for the benefit of the Actors Fund 


‘HEAT,’ COSTLY. SUMMER 
SHOW, DUE FOR B’WAY 


‘Crazy With the Heat,’ an intimate 
revue due into rehearsal next week, 








was the most expensive venture in| 


the rural theatres last summer. Kurt 
Kaszner, 29-year-old Viennese, ssid 
to have a wealthy wife, will present 
the show on Broadway as he did at 
White Plains and other spots orig- 
nally. 
Gear will head the new cast, orig- 
nally topped by Sheila Barrett. 
Summer showings are known te 
have involved the outlay of more 


than $15,000 and the estimated pro- | 


duction cost before it opens a tryout 
in Boston at Christmas time is 
8round $75,000. It had been re- 


Willie Howard and Louella | 


, 
v 





ay 


weer, the Politician 


Nyack, Nov. 18. 

Will Geer, currently appearing in 
‘Tobacco Road,’ on Broadway, was 
elected to the county committee of 
the Rockland County American La- 
bor Party at a meeting held in 
Spring Valley. Party is planning 
complete tickets in future elections 
and is organizing more formally, 
with Geer, one of many theatre peo- 
ple living in Rockland, getting a 
post. 

On the county committee with 
him are a factory hand, nursery- 
man, Negro laborer, Negro Socialist 
and an accredited union organizer. 


Percentage Deals 
For Entire Casts, 











What is seen to be a new trend 
among producers with limited bank- 
rolls is to engage casts at the mini- 
mum salary plus a percentage of the 
gross. Theory is that if the players 
or the play draws profitable patron- 
ige, the actors will benefit to a 
gicater extent than at regular sala- 
ries. The percentage system also 
“ould eliminate the necessity of go- 
iv.g to Equity if busines is under ex- 
,yeetations to seek salary cuts. 
¥Ydea of engaging players for sala- 
2s less than they usually command, 
«ith contracts stipulating percentage 
jarticipation, is not new in the the- 
.tre, but it is not usual. That whole 
easts engaged thus, however, is 
the latest wrinkle. 
success that started with the leads 
on percentage was ‘Street Scene,’ 
William A. Brady telling the actors 
they should be in on the risk because 
production costs. After the drama 
‘icked the manager issued new con- 
itracts to those who accepted them, 
, with regular salaries stipulated. One 
aetor ins stei on the original agree- 
ment ard took down considerably 

sore thin his regular pay. 

Two shows of recent arrival on 
Brondway have cut salaries. ‘Su- 
aunah and The Elders, Morosco, 
has a somewhat different type of ar- 
rzagement for the slice, that being 
agreed to when the cast accepted a 
reduction of 40%. If the gross ex- 
ceeds $5,000 the actors get 10-15% 
additional pay, 20% more if it bet- 
ters $6,000 and full salaries if reach- 
ing $7,000 or more. ‘Beverly Hills,’ 
Fulton, is also on a cut salary basis 
starting this week. 

When actors are on percentage in 
such instances, boxoffice statements 
are given the Equity deputy for 
verusal by the cast, which can then 
figure what the week’s pay is to be 
Such statements are signed by the 
treasurer, along with the house and 
| company managers, so there is little 
or no chance for incorrect grosses. 

™ addition to the shows with re- 
luced salaries, several arrivals dur- 
ag the fall are employing two-for- 
cne tickets to draw bargain patron- 
age 

Minimum salary at present is $40 
weekly, but increases to $50 start 
Dec. 3, with the initiation fee for 
"Equity membership peing doubled to 
$160 Present contracts, however, 

* mot retroactive. 





Corneka Otis Skinner’s 


Ported in rehearsal some weeks ago, ! 


but casting delays postponed the 
start. Kaszner is said to have been 
With the Max Reinhart retinue 


Which came to this side during the | 


last two years, 


‘Heat’ has a flock of writers con- 
necied with it. Skits are by Luthe: 

avis, John Cleveland, Kay Kenny 
and John La Touche, score coming 
from Irvin Graham and Rudi Revel. 

irst two named are magazine writ- 
ers whose yarn on Jinx Falkenberg 
(Hold on to Your Hats’) in Collier's 
won them a bonus, 


Also in the new cast lineup are| 


ichard Kollmar, wed to the Jour- 
nal-American columnist Dorothy 
Kilgallen, Gracie Barrie, William 
€ Sierra and Lubov Rostova. Nic 


_ is general manager of the 
aszner outfit. 


Problem Is Unusual 





Cornelia Otis Skinner, who is ap- 
pearing on the Coast in her one- 
person program, faces an unusual 
problem. She plans appearing in a 
straight show after the first of the 
year, but must make up her mind 
about cancelling solo bookings dur- 


Contracts for the concert dates to- 
tal $28,000, all guaranteed, thereby 
assuring her considerable profit. 
Plays she is considering are ‘By 
Any Other Name,’ by Warren Mun 
seil, Jr., and ‘Not to the Swift,’ by 
Thomas Job. With her ‘mono- 
dramas,’ ‘Mansion on the Hudson’ 
and ‘The Loves of Charlies II,’ she is 
currently appearing in San Fran- 
| C25c¢ 


New Legit Idea 


An outstanding | 


ing January, February and March. | 


jury allotting an award of $300 in 
|the Marjorie Montgomery Ward 
, Baker play contest to be held next 
|summer at the Coach House theatre 
|in Ocono nowoec, Wis. 

| Coach ‘ouse play contest closes 
'on Jan. 1. Also on the play jury 
will be Cecil Smith, drama critic of 
the Chicago Tribune. Coach House 
_is headed by Thoda Cocroft, Chi rep 
| for the American Theatre Society. 


BWAY LEADERS 
- SPOTTY BUT 
BIZ IS OK 








Business on Broadway continues to 
| be prosperous but somewhat spotty 
|among the leaders. Elsewhere man- 
| agers are not complaining but ticket 
| brokers have been affected and they 
| question whether New Yorkers can 
| support the number of $4.40 musicals 
/now competing with each other. 
| Agencies point out that when the 
| metropolis starts filling up at week- 
ends, their volume of sales jump. 
First half last week was off, as it was 
the previous week. 

‘Panama Hattie’ is easily the tops 
in agency demand, with the call for 
other new musical clicks being 
dented since its opening. ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ is the exception. Fall 
| period is approaching the peak with 
| the arrival of the new Thanksgiving 
| this Thursday (21). 





(23) when ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ 
goes to the road from the Royale. 
There’s some question about ‘Quiet 
Please’ sticking at the Guild after 
| Thursday. 

| Due next week: ‘The Corn Is 
| Green,’ well regarded out of town, 
| National, and ‘Fledgling,’ Hudson. 





Lyons & Lyons, Shurr 
Agcys. Put on Carpet 
In Carol Bruce Matter 


Tw. casting agency heads were 





called before Equity’s council Tues- | 


i'day (19) to furnish reasons why 
their permits should not be cancelled 
for violation of the association’s 
licensing rules in the case of Carol 
Bruce, ‘Louisiana Purchase’ warbler, 
who also breached the rules and was 
fined. Agents involved are Louis 
Shurr and Lyons & Lyons. Former 
booked her with the show, then both 
figured in spotting her at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria hotel for nightclub ap- 
pearances and on radio (Ben Bernie 
program). Matter was put over for 
another week or two. 

Equity complaint Js that both agen- 
cies erred by figuring in the club and 
radio dates, as both were aware that 
the girl’s contract with Buddy De- 
Sylva, producer of ‘Purchase,’ stipu- 
lated her exclusive services for the 
show. Whether there were dual 
commissions for the extra dates is 
not involved, stnce they are out- 
side Equity’s jurisdiction. Iso 
probably figuring is Martin Spector, 
her attorney, who is understood to 
have advised the singer since she en- 
tered the profession. 

There is no provision in Equity’s 

(Continued on page 50) 


B. @. WILL DETERMINE 
G:SEN DRAMAS’ FUTURE 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 19. 
co the end of this week it will 


be <otermined whether Paul Green 
wil) continue with his series of his- 
torc:) dramas based on Tar Heel 
histor’. Final returns from the 


‘Hig \jiand Call,’ now being presented 


nic? 117 at Fayetteville, will either 
mae or break the projected series 
of isramas—a project unique in the 


ent.re country. 
'{ these showings prove self-sus- 
tecrsng@ financially, or if they ap- 


proximately break even, Green will | 
un itedly be encouraged to con- 
tious and he will find backers in 
oi. 7s places where the dramas are 
be. >. considered. 

ports from Fayetteville indicate 
the’ this week’s attendance must be 


goo” in order for ‘Call’ to pay its 
wa” Something like $10,000 was in- 
jvesicd in its production. 


AFM (Petrillo), 


In Ruling Against AGMA’s Suit Vs. 


the Court Holds 


It Cant Decide on Union's Bylaws 








Equity Initiation $100 





| Initiation fee required of players | 


elected to any class of membership 
in Equity on and after Dec. 1 will be 
$100, with the exception of juve- 
niles under the age of 14. Young- 


sters of such type are exempt from 
initiation payment, as _ heretofore, 
until they are 14, when the doubled 
fee must be paid if they remain on 
the stage. 


Fee was $50, increase accompany- 


ing the boosting of minimum sal- 
aries from $40 to $50, effective Dec. 1. 


Shubert Drops 
Detroit Project; 
) Losing Wks. 


Detroit, Nov. 19. 
Although its final week pulled out 
the best attendance, the J. J. Shubert 
venture in stock musical productions 
washed out here with the second 
week of ‘Blossom Time’ after five 
| unsuccesful week -at the 

















time that the house will be kept alive 

‘by swinging into pictures with 
| Charlie Chaplin’s ‘The Dictator,’ fol- 
|lowed by Disney’s ‘Fantasia,’ and 
| the musical shows resumed after the 
first of the year, when conditions 
|here are expected to be better as 
jthe armament coin trickles down 
|from the bottlenecks. 

The Shubert productions, originally 
| planned as road shows at two-week 
|intervals, gave Detroit three houses 
| in operation for the first time in a 


| decade, but the town wasn’t up to it. | 


Cass is playing the regular road 
shows, and the Lafayette is strug- 
gling along and looking to making 
the grade with $1 top drama. 


J. J. Shubert, who is said to have 
| dropped $48,000 on the project, holds 
a two-year lease on the Wilson. Sea- 
son was launched with ‘Unfaithfully 
Yours,’ originally known as ‘Du 
Barry when seen on Broadway with 
Grace Moore. This was expected to 
go out from there and open up a mid- 
West road, but the proposal died 
when the operetta was shut out of 
its first move into Chicago. ‘Too 


Many Girls’ followed for a_ slow 


week 

‘Blossom Time’ did better and 
pulled out the best attendance in its 
second week, when a local find, 17- 
year-old Barbara Scully, took over 
the Mitzi role and price was dropped 
to $1. But the lift wasn’t enough to 
warrant carrying on the project at 
this time, it was said, with the dull 
Christmas shopping season coming 
up. 


2 Ice Shows at N. Y. 
Garden to Oppose Center 


First opposition to ‘It Happens on 
Ice,’ Center, N. Y., will be the ‘Ice 
Follies of 1941,’ dated at Madison 
Square Garden from Dec. 2 to 11, 
engagement dropping the interven- 


ing Sunday (8) because of a hockey 
contest. Ticket sale which opened 
Monday (18) was reported excep- 
Second rink show 
to buck the revue will be headed 
by Sonja Henie, due at the Garden 
in January. Miss Henie and Arthur 
Wirtz are presenters of ‘Happens.’ 
No other ice shows are scheduled for 


tionally heavy. 


the Garden, which has dropped the | 


skiing events that had a commercial 
| tieup. 

‘Happens’ went off somewhat last 
mid-week because of rainy weather, 
but started with an exceptionally big 
Sunday and finaled strongly on 
Saturday (16) for takings around 
$33,000. Performance suffered 
through the absence of La Verne, 
one of the outfit’s solo stars, who re- 
turned to the show yesterday ‘(Tues- 


| day). 


Wilson. | 
One a.traction is closing Saturday | There is the possibility at the present | inafter called AGMA) is composed of 





The American Guild of Musical 
Artists, Inc., and the numerous sing- 
ers and instrumentalists who joined 
with the organization in its fight 
against James C. Petrillo and the 
|American Federation of Musicians, 
| lost the first important phase of their 
battle yesterday (Tues.) Justice 
Aaron Steuer in N. Y. supreme court 
ruled against AGMA’s plea for an 
injunction against Petrillo, to pre- 
vent the union leader from carrying 
out threats against AGMA members. 
Petrillo had ordered al] instrumen- 
talists and accompanists, the first of 
whom number approximately 30 and 
the latter severa] hundred, who were 
members of AGMA, to resign by 
Labor Day of this year or be pre- 
| cluded from playing in concert, radio 
recording, etc. 

AGMA immediatel~ claiming ‘Hit- 
ler tactics,’ applied to the courts for 
relief, and secured a stay of Petrillo’s 
edict until the application for an in- 
junction could be argued before the 
court, Justice Steuer has been pon- 
dering the case for many weeks, and 
his decision ruled that the instru- 
mentalists, under the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor, be- 
longed to the defendant. The court 
commented upon but did not rule on 
the many charges against the arbi- 
trary manner of Petrillo’s order, and, 
finding triable issues, denied the de- 
| fendants’ plea to dismiss the suit. | 
| The decision is as follows: 

‘The membership of plaintiff (here- 








| vocal and instrumental soloists: De- 
|fendant union draws its membership 
from musicians playing in bands and 
orchestras. Defendant has announced 
that hereafter it will not allow its 
| members to participate in any musi- 
|cal rendering in which an _ instru- 
mentalist member of AGMA is tak- 
ing part and it has called on such 
members of AGMA to resign aiid join 
defendant. Plaintiff seeks to enjoin 
| defendant from carrying out this pro- 
| gram. 

‘The difficulties in this situation 
are of plaintiffs’ making. It had been 
defendant’s position that the mem- 
bers of AGMA were not suitable 
candidates for membership in a labor 
union. Plaintiffs made this position 
|}untenable by forming and joining a 
labor union. By these acts they de- 
|clared themselves to be proper sub- 
jects for union membership. As 
such, within the union structure, it 
has been determined by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor that the 
defendant is the union having ju- 
risdiction. Defendant now seeks to 


enforce its rights to extend its mem- 
bership. 


Unionists 

‘The means employed are not il- 
legal and as unionists they must be 
familiar to the plaintiffs. Despite 
their claims, no breach of contract 
is threatened by defendant. It is 
not shown that defendant’s activity 
is due to malevolence. 

‘Much has been said about the ar- 
bitrary character of control given by 
{the constitution of the defendant 
union to its president. All this is 
true, 

‘It is claimed that this control 
exposes AGMA members who might 
join defendant to great dapger from 


extortion. This danger may exist. 
‘But the courts do not draw con- 

stitutions and do not select the union 

to be joined. These are economic 


problems 


outside the scope of ju- 
dicial activity. Relief in such situa- 
tions must be had _ from 
sources, 


other 


‘The motion must be denied. As 
the c 


mplaint does state a cause 
of 


_ action, the cross-motion is like- 
wise denied.’ 

Plaintiffs in the action are Deems 
Taylor, 


vi Kirsten Flagstad, Jascha 
Heititz, Emanuel Feuerman, Richard 
Crooks, Richard Bonelli, Frank 


Chapman, Gladys Swarthout, Albert 
Spalding, Armand Tokatyan, Ziatko 
Polokovic and AGMA’s president, 
Lawrence Tibbett. 

AGMA'’s attorneys met late yes- 
,terday (Tues.) afternoon and a 
| course of action will be presented 
to the board today (Wed.). Petrillo 
could not be reached last night for 
a statement as to his intentions. 

AGMA will probably press for an 
immediate trial, so that the contem- 
plated calling out of AFM rnusicians 
by Petrillo will do as little damage 
as possible if a trial deciding the 
issues can be reached within the 
next month 
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Special Equity Council's Meeting 


Deliberates on Nominations, Reds 





. 





A special session of the council | 
was held at Equity Friday (15) for | 
the purpose of considering two pro- | 
posed amendments to the constitu- | 
tion. One was to change the method 
of making nominations and the other 
had to do with the regulation which 
would bar Communists, Nazis and 
Fascists from holding office or em- 
ployment in Equity. Both proposals 
are partly co-related, but remained | 


in committee, it being the opinion | 
of some observers that some of the 
disputants were time-wasters. 
Nomination proposal occupied 
most of the meeting. Idea of its 
proponents was that if a change in | 
the system were made, it would 
stimulate interest of the membership 
in the selection of their leaders and 
would make for a more democratic 
organization. Present system is the 
use of a nominating committee of 
nine, three being named by the 
council and six by the membership 


vv 


| making 
'without DeSylva’s permission. 
| was originally engaged for ‘Purchase | 
‘at $125 weekly, but after the show | 


'had planned raising her salary to| 





Agents on Carpet | 


Continued from page 49 





| 


agency rules for punishment by fine | 


in cases where rules are Breached, | 
but council may suspend or per-| 
manently revoke a permit. Miss 
Bruce was fined $500 by Equity for | 
the outside appearances 
She | 


opened out of town was given a run 
of the play contract for $150. 
DeSylva relented later and gave 
Miss Bruce permission to accept. 
radio engagements. Stated that he | 
$400 weekly after ‘Purchase’ opened | 
in New York, but changed his mind 
when she appeared outside the show. 
Showman was also said to have been | 
annoyed when she was reputedly | 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘The 
Golden, 

‘Flight to the West’ — Play- 
wrights. 


Old Foolishness’—John 


| ‘Out West It’s Different’—Max 


Gordon, 

‘Cue to Passion’—Aldrich and 
Myers. 

‘Delicate Story’—Gilbert 
ler, Vinton Freedley. 

‘Old Acquaintance’ — Dwight 
Deere Wiman. 

‘Pal Joey’—George Abbott. 


Mil- 


‘Off the Record’—John Shu- 
bert. 

‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen’ — Alex 
Aarons, Robert Ritchie. 
‘Romantic Mr. Dickens’—John 
Tuoark. ; 
‘Fledgling’ (‘Follow the Fu- 


ries')—Otis Chatfield-Tay!or. 





Plays on B’way 











Glamour Preferred 


Farce comedy in three acts presented at 
the Martin Beck, N. Y¥., Nov. 15, ‘40, by 


j i Brock Pemberton; written by Florence 
tgince a simple majority is only {committed to Universal | Pictures| Ryerson ant Colin, Clements: jsiaers oy 
necessary to nominate, it is believed after the run of ‘Purchase, DeSylva | $3.30 top. 
that the present rules give the mem- | Counting on using — in another | Amanda Beckett..+++++-. -agflelen Harmon 
bership ample chance to favor their i eS | Webster... ..s0se seveeetes+eHenry Vincent 
own choices. Those not in favor of Last year the Shurr agency figured | AnmGhs WEAN, s00006040509: Irene Cortett 
changing the rules figure that,|in the Georgie Tapps matter when | Max ger ER betas mety, Bee 


inasmuch suggestions by letter from 
rank and filers are considered, the | 
only excuse for revising the system | 
would be an attempt to place more | 
people in the council by a minority | 
group which aims to control the | 
body and therefore the association. | 

The anti-Red proposal is regarded | 
as one of the most puzzling prob- | 
lems being considered by the actors. | 
That any person or committee 
should definitely say that any mem- 
ber is definitely radical, or so in- | 
clined, is not believed to be reason- | 
able nor logical, unless undisputed | 
proof is obtainable. Certain coun- | 


it was discovered that the hoofer | 
had paid commissions to two agen- 
cies, the other being William Morris, | 
for his engagement in ‘I'd Rather | 
Be Right.’ Both was ordered to re- 
fund all the commissions to Equity, 
where it was put in the emergency | 
fund, 





Sam Lyons for Coast 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Sam Lyons planed in from New | 
York. | 
He handled several deals in east | 
for Frank Orsatti, 





but there’s no} 


§ Charles Rains 
Silver-Fish Exterminators ) Thomas Babcock 


Jeff Potter... ..ccccceeceeeeees Lex Lindsay 
Kerry Eldridg9.....-++eeeee0+:: Gien Langan 


WOU ic ccecccvescsose eeebees Haskell Coffin 
Bernard C. Goldwater......-.-- Louis Sorin 
Nicholas Jorga.....+-+++0: Stefan Schnabel 
Mrs. Florinda Mott Pengllly..Maidel Turner 
Lady Bonita Towyn...-.+..- Betty Lawford 
Homer COK. 6s csccsveccenee James O'Rear 
A Strange Glirl...cececcesees- Elaine Perry 
Karl Reinheck.....-cccee eeeeens Henry Levin 
Sir Hubert Towyn...ceeeess> Robert Craven | 
Officer HAnMan,...cscccceccoce James Gregory 





Latest comedy peopled with Holly- | 
wood characters is fairly diverting, | 


but could have been better. Im- 
pression is that ‘Glamour Preferred 
just misses, but that the authors 


cillors are for dismissing any mem- | definite tieup between the two agen- i'might have made it the first play 


ber of the body unless officially | 
named. That might come if identity | 
is made by the Dies committee, | 
when and if that investigating group 
complies with Equity’s request for 
action. 


ATLANTA IS HEADING — 
BACK 10 LEGIT DIET 


Atlanta, Nov. 19. | 
Devotees of legit here and here- 
abouts, starved for quite some time. ! 
have a group of outstanding plays 
to look forward to this season at| 
the Erlanger, operated by W. a 
Winecoff. First to come in was) 
‘Skylark,’ starring Gertrude Law-| 
rence, for three performances (8-9). 
Next will be Francis Lederer in 
‘Autumn Crocus’ Nov. 29-30 for three 
shows, to be followed by Katharine 
Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia Story’ Jan. 
21-22. 
Tallulah 





| 
| 





Bankhead, prime fave 


here because of her Alabama con-| Harry Irvine 


nections in addition to her histrionic 
ability, is skedded to bring her ‘Lit- 
tle Foxes’ to Erlanger Feb. 14-15. 
Next on list will be ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner,’ March 3-5. ‘Hell- 
zapoppin’ is on date book for March 
25-26-27. 

Taken all in all, the list is impos- 
ing for this neck of the woods, which 
is far removed from beaten track of 
legit routings. 





Legit Cues 





Reginald Denham, co-author with 


Edward Percy of ‘Ladies in Retire- | 
ment,’ collaborating by cable on an- | 


other meller, ‘Tomorrow We Smile,’ 
which he may produce in New York 
himself. Also ‘translating into 
American’ his own London success, 
‘First Night.’ 


cies, 








Engagements 





‘Pal 


Jack Durant, 
Joey.’ 

Jessie Ralph, ‘The Flying Gerar- | 
dos.’ 


Paul Huber, ‘Johnny Belinda.’ 


June Horoc, 


Joe Laurie, Jr., Jack Norworth, | 


Ginger Manners, Marjorie 
‘Snookie.’ 
Claire Trevor, Keenan Wynn, 


Charles de Sheim, Sam Levene, 
Martin Blaine, ‘Out West It’s Differ- 
ent.’ 


Florenz Ames, Barbara Reed, 
Henry Antrim, ‘The Hard Way.’ 


Sally O’Neill, Roy Roberts, 
Margery Maude, ‘The Old Foolish- | 
ness.” 

Harry Gribbon, Thomas Beck, 
Norman Tokar, Katherine Gray, 
Arnold Korff, Carlotta Neilson, 

‘Delicate Story.’ 
| Kent Smith, Jane Cowl, Peggy 


Wood, Barry Jones, 
mire, Edna West, 
Nancy Wiman, 
(complete cast). 


| Betty Field, Arnold Moss, Paul 
| Hernried, Hugh Marlowe, Eleanora 
Mendelssohn, James Seeley, Con- 
stance McKay, Boris Marshalov, 
Grandon Rhodes, Arvid Paulson, 
Karl Malden, Helen Renee, Rudolf 
Weiss, Elmer Borwon, John Triggs 
Harald Dyrenforth, ‘Flight to the 
West.’ 


Adele Long- 
Anna Franklin, 
‘Old Acquaintance’ 





‘Tonight at 8:30’ in S. F. 


San Francisco, Nov. 19. 
Bocked in suddenly from Los 
Angeles, series of Noel Coward's ‘To- 
night at 8:30" plays will be offered by 
film casts at Curran theatre here 
| Nov. 25-30, at $2.75 top. Trio of skits 


| Had 


a tween 





| will be presented each evening under 
Ruth Gordon mentioned for the |auspices of Players’ Theatre. When 
new Paul Vincent Carroll play, ‘The |done in L. A., coin went to British 
Old Foolishness.’ John Golden will , War Relief Fund. 

produce it, with Eddie Choate hav-| Same house relighted Monday (18) 
ing a silent interest. with Cornelia Otis Skinner for a 
week’s stand, 





Robert Ardrey left by motor yes- 
terday (Tuesday ) for Texas, planning 
to stop off in Washington to see ‘The 
Corn Is Green,’ which is trying out 
there this week. Playwright-scenar- | 
ist has a new drama in mind. 





NEW CHI PRODUCTION 
Chicago, Nov. 19. 

Radio Theatre, Inc., headed by Art 
| Peterson and Pearl Roos, will do a 
| little theatre production of a new 

Dorothy Fox will assist Charles Play tagged ‘Protective Custody’ in 
Walters in doing the choreography | the Civic theatre here Dec. 13-14. 
and staging the dances for the new Play was written by Marion Mc- 
Dennis King musical. She and Wal-|Guire and Henry Rosendahl. Will 
ters were partners several years be directed by John McGee, former 
ago. Both are managed by John/ Federal Theatre Project chief in 
Darrow. | Chicago. 








‘know it all Russian director. 


click this autumn. 

First known as ‘Morality Clause,’ 
new comedy staged in fast tempo by 
Antoinette Perry seems the best of 


| three plays of Coast locale that came 


in within a period o: 
‘Glamour’ premiered 
probably would have 


cordially received, It 


of eight days. 
first it 
been more 
is the best 


performance of the trinity and its | 


sex stuff does not intrude as crudely 
as the others, which are ‘Beverly 
Hills’ (Fulton) and ‘Quiet, 
(Guild). 


triangle idea, always familiar on the 
|stage. ‘Hero’ husbands in both plays 
| fall for the wiles of married hoydens. 


|Credulity in a comedy is not im- 
|portant so long as fun is provided, 
j}but that so nice a girl as Lynn EI- 


| dridge should continue to adore such 
|a stuffed shirt as her pretty boy 


|mate, Kerry, a picture lead, stretches | 


the imagination. 

Kerry had been ‘found’ in a hash 
|house, his schnozz fixed up and he 
was made into a star by Bernard C 
Goldwater, who presented Lynn in 
films previously, at her urging. 
Character of the 
Goldwater is on the stage too much. 
He gets over some of the laughs, be- 
ing thinly disguised as a Goldwyn, 
but sans that successful producer's 
native wit. Part is over-written and 
padding of a dress-suit incident 
slowed up act two. 
| Matters in the Eldridge home in 
| San Fernando Valley were all right 
|until Lady Bonita Towyn plane# to 
}town, and moved in on them. She 
had been one of Kerry’s flames years 
before when a night clubbing hoofer, 
called ‘Hotstuff,’ but wed toothy Sir 
Hubert. Learning that Hubert aims 
to settle down on his Australian 
sheep ranch, she schemes a way to 
return to Hollywood. ; 

Kerry is about to start on a new 
picture when Bonnie sells him the 


idea of ditching the story and co- 


Starring with her in a best seller 
called ‘Night of Love.’ Goldwater 
rages while Lynn listen¢ to Hubert, 
| who is aware of his wife’s transgres- 
|slons and who proposes that they 
scoot to Mexico and get divorces. 
Kerry comes to the realization that 
Lynn means to leave him. A film 
| story finale has Kerry in an accident 
‘and he is brought in bruised on the 
forehead. That, however, came 
about when Bonnie socked him with 
an Oscar, Academy award which he 
just copped. However, Goldwater 
accepts the idea of the screwy au- 
thor of ‘Love’ that Kerry and Lynn 
play Opposite each other and every- 
thing is hunky-dory. 

Play has a boisterous last act, best 
part of the performance. Flora 
|Campbell is splendid as Lynn, it be- 

ing her first appearance in some 
time. Newcomer Glen Langan plays 
| Kerry, not an easy part for a hand- 
Some fellow. Betty Lawford is ex- 
| cellently cast as the angiing Bonnie. 
Louis Sorin rates well among the 
| leads with his Goldwater, and so 
'does Robert Craven as the British 
|Hubert. Laughs should have come 
from Stefan Schnabel, playing a 
Maidel 





Please’ | 


There is a situation similarity in | 
Lord, |‘Glamour’ and ‘Hills,’ it being a basic 


dialect-speaking | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 








It was known before Maida Reade appeared before council to ang 
charges of being ‘unfaithful to her trust’ in using part of Equity’s mailing 
list for literature favoring Wendell Willkie that she would have a number 

of defenders. Miss Reade had been reprimanded by the council, and to 
bring her before that body again on the same matter was considered to be 
double jeopardy, therefore foreign to American procedure. 
(Tuesday) council refused to reopen the case. 

It was a case of whether the council would reverse itself, but under the 
rules was forced to accept the charges. Evident intent of the complaint 
signed by eight members, was to force Miss Reade off the council, where 
she is highly regarded because of her activities in behalf of the actors 
In admitting the transgression, she indicated willingness to withdraw, but 
fellow councillors declined to take such action. It is not cenied that Miss 
Reade was at fault, even by those who also supported the unsticcessfy] 
Willkie, but the aim of the council is for unity. Ruction which started 
when Congressman William P. Lambertson charged that Reds were in the 
council has quieted down for the time being, but it is felt that if Miss 
' Reade were dropped from that body fresh feeling would be aroused. 


wer 


Yesterday 





Despite the fact that eats were on the house in ‘Elmer The Great,’ the 
_ show stopped Saturday (16) in Boston at the suggestion of Joe E. Brown, 
| who was starred. Aldrich & Myers agreed with the comedian that the 
| play was too corny for Broadway, also that Brown would be better off in 
'a new play than chancing a flop in an old one. ‘Elmer’ played in New 

York originally for 40 performances and was tabbed unsuccessful. That 
| company, with Walter Huston, was seen in Boston in 1928 under the title 
of ‘Fast Company.’ 

‘Elmer’ drew a very good press, but not enough patronage for a play 
with six settings, which required a fairly large crew. However, it was 
|a winner in summer stocks. Brown may bow in with ‘Western Union 
| Please,’ under the same management. Authors are now engaged rewriting 
| the script. 





Series of six stories on company managers ran daily in the World-Tele. 
gram, N, Y., bylined by Douglas Gilbert, specialist in theatrical personali- 
‘ties. Subjects were Louis Epstein, manager of ‘Hold On To Your Hats’ 

(Al Jolson), Nick Holde, who handled the revival of ‘Showboat’ after the 
death of Flo Ziegfeld, Marty Forkins, in on a number of legit shows and 
personal manager of Bill Robinson, Johnny O'Connor, manager of Fred 
Waring and his Pennsylvanians, Charles Harris, who manages ‘Louisiana 
Purchase,’ and Richard Berger, who was associated with Laurence Schwab 
and who is managing director of the St. Louis municipal opera company. 

Several others were to have been limelighted, including William (Willie) 
Gilbert Norton, manager of the Music Box and Sam H. Harris attractions, 
but he declined the nomination. 








Returning from Elkton, Md., after her surprise Friday (15) wedding to 
William R. Smith, Coast agent, Ethel Merman’s initial entrance in ‘Panama 
Hattie,’ 46th Street, N. Y., that evening was greeted with congratulatory 
| salvos of laughter and plaudits from the audience. Lines between the 

star and James Dunn were frequently interrupted by the house, script 

calling for references to their supposed on-again, off-again marriage and 
honeymoon. After the finale, players, choristers and pit musicians deluged 
| the new Mrs. Smith with rice and the pit band also contributed an old shoe. 
| Smith met Miss Merman during rehearsals of ‘Hattie’ and their court- 
| Ship was swift. In Hollywood he is associated with the Feldman, Blum 
| agency, 





Al Jolson indicated a mild burn over the renewed use of his name for 
a theatre. It is the same house built by the Shuberts in conjunction with 
apartments at Seventh avenue, New York, close to Central Park. For a 
| time major musicals were presented there, but the showmen abandoned 

the property, the house being used for foreign language shows and films 
| for years. 

Original name of the theatre lapsed, but with Jolson’s presence in ‘Hold 
On To Your Hats’ (Shubert) a painted sign was recently placed on the 
| canopy reading: Al Jolson Theatre. Underneath it another sign reads: 

Teatro Venezia. Recent attractions have been in the Italian tongue. 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ currently in its seventh week at the Center, N. Y., 
has been cut considerably since the opening. There has also been a num- 


ber of comedy bits added. As a result, the show is smoother and more 
entertaining than before, 








Turner, as representative of the | under the direction of Jeanne Elgart 
Purity League, is another character on the Provincetown stage with 
with too much to say. Lex Lindsay | ‘Hansel and Gretel’ on Nov. 29. It 
is Okay as a press agent, and same | will be given matinees every Friday, 
goes for Elsie Mae Gordon, a maid! Saturday and Sunday for a month at 
who was a pro. | $1.10 top 
‘Glamour Preferred’ is t ird | sied : ' 
Pe apse eferred’ is the third! fquityites in the ‘Sarah Simple 
Dlay with film characters presented |... ae snaull. who's worked 
by Brock Pemberto ot nave q | cast are Guy Spaull, who's worke 
y roc emberton, who scored ly } : t Be cele here 
‘ith ‘Pers 1A since Ltt ty “z;.. | mostly in England but was seen he 
wi ersonal Appearance’ and ‘Kiss| <q. anthem tas ] py 
the Boys Goodbye. His newest ef. | i! Family Portrait’; Helen Rigss, 
ee ey Canadian player; Edward Broadley 


fort is one that will cause a wider far 
difference of opinion than the others, | 24 Joy Harrington. Latter 1s by fat 


Ibee | the standout of the Hilltop produc- 
| * | tion. 
SARAH SIMPLE | Wispish story deals with an Eng- 


|lishman separated—but not divorced 


Comedy in three acts presented at the | —from his wife for eight years. She 
ee agg po Apa N. ¥., Nov. 16,|has become a milliner in New York 
40, ry ie illtop Theatre staged by ie ‘an 2 ate = o. 
Wallace Rooney; written by A. A Milne. | Under the ‘Sarah Simple’ tag and re 
settings, Forrest Thayr, Jr.; $1.65 ton. {turns to find her spouse In an em- 


William Bendish ..Guy 


Shee sagens Spaull | brace with a canon’s widow (Helen 
Marianne Bell-Mason......... Helen Riggs | Riggs). Engineering by Miss Har- 
owe SET RT Oe TET T TOT, Joy Harrington =p oath hag: Sik : S91) 

Amyas Bendish ‘ ae MF on So rington, the wife, to win back Spaull, 
Alftruda Bendish.....Florence MacMichael | her husband, by apparently aiding 
Charles, the waiter... ..Edward Broadley | him in his efforts to get a divorce 


After three years of summer stock | eee ae aeeen. 

at Ellicott City, Md., four miles from |g talky slay and little inherent ac- 
Baltimore, and winter barnstorming | tion. he co done nothing to correct 
in firehouses, town halls, schools and| its faults. Leslie Stevens and Flor- 
little theatres in the vicinity, a group| ence MacMichael, the two bona fide 
|of youngsters who label themselves Hiltoppers, are in minor roles and 
‘The Hilltop Theatre’ have invaded | don't do much to increase their im- 


, s Tith 
Rooney’s staging is no asset. With 


They opened Saturday 
| (16) at Greenwich Village’s Prov- 
| incetown Playhouse. 
| Hilltoppers, in the semi-pro class, 
| apparently recognized their own 
shortcomings and stepped outside for 
four Equity players for their cast of 
six. They have given themselves an 
impossible task, however, for their 
|preem. The A. A. Milne play which 
| they have selected for the unveiling 
| would take a deal more than the pro- 
| ducers, director Wallace Rooney, or 
the players can give—and it still 





| wouldn’t be worth much. This is its | 


|first presentation in America after 
| kicking around a good while, and the 
;reason is clear. It achieved some 
success in London in 1937. 

Maryland players plan a six-month 
season, each show running two weeks 
and with a two-week intermish be- 

| tween. Next is ‘Help Wanted Fe- 
| Male, by Irving Jones, set to uncork 
| Dec. 17. Group is also operating a 
‘children’s theatre, which will open 


tie portance. Two sets by Forrest 
Thayr, Jr., are standout, making 8 
real impression on the tiny Prov- 
incetown stage. 

Hiltoppers can continue on almost 
infinitesimal grosses, as they have 
apartments on the floors above the 
theatre, in addition to which many 
of the original group are getting 
support from home. They ali work 
on percentage. Lineup of patrons at 
$5 each has also been partially set. 
House, with 198 seats, is scaled to 
$1,248 total for six performances 
weekly, Herd. 








Dante to Maine 


Portland, Me., Nov. 19. 
| ‘Sim Sala Bim,’ magic revue head- 
‘ed by Dante, will spell local Civic 


\theatre’s stock crew while they take 


| week's layoff. 


Date is week of Nov. 25. 
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‘Lady Waiting’ Nice $10,000 In Chi: 
Saroyan's ‘Life, ‘Father, Top 13146 


> 





Chicago, Nov. 19. 
Business held _ better _ generally 
throughout the loop legit district, 
with indications of a boxoffice pick- 
up following the sharp post-election 
toboggan, which had the legit man- 
agers crying for their aspirin. Lad 
in Waiting’ came into the Harris 
Nov. 10 and is getting by with the 
personal following here of Gladys 
George. Actress was here in Per- 
sonal Appearance’ some years ago 
and enlarged her following with her 
subsequent picture assignments. 
‘Male Animal’ will quit town on 
Nov. 23 after fairish profits. 





‘Corn’ 66 In Balto 


Baltitmore, Nov. 19. 
Town is currently dark again for 
legit, a conditWn quite regular this 
season. 
Last week, three day pre-Broad- 
| way showing of Herman Shumlin’s 





‘The Corn Is Green,’ by Emlyn Wil- | 
|liams, and starring Ethel Barrymore, |San Francisco. 


drew a highly favorable press and 
steady biz. 


will be dark for one night and then | of the action on the upper floors at 


relights Nov. 25 with 
which will be the secon 
town in succession for Ruth Chatter- 
ton. Set in the future is ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady,’ which is scheduled for 


‘Pygmalion,’ | lower 


tariff. ‘Corn’ regarded as 


year in| good possibility for Broadway. 





He ayes ge bee, time ot LT ADIES GOOD 


Your Life’ continues to round out a 
healthy money session in that house 
at present. ; 

Other two shows, ‘Meet the Pepole 
and ‘Life With Father,’ though off 
from the peaks, are nevertheless 
holding steadily. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Lady in Waiting,’ Harris (lst 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Built on word- 
of-mouth to $10,000 in initial week. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(37th week) (1,200; $2.75). Picked 
up quickly after bit cf a slump on 
ection week and came back to 
nearly $14,000. 

‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn (10th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Last-weeks notice is 
up and figures to aid the closing days 
of the run. Upped to $10,000. 

‘Meet the Peopie,” Grand (7th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Strong party 
business last week aided this one 
to $12,000. 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Erlanger (3d 
week) (1,300; $2.75). Has caught the 
Chicago public’s fancy and galloping 
steadily, rated over $13,500. 


CHATTERTON ‘PYG NICE 





Detroit, Nov. 19. 

It's feast or famine here. Where 
last week there were three legiti- 
mate houses in operation, this week 
sees only one. The Wilson has shut- 
tered, the Cass is dark a week on 
bookings and only the Lafayette 
with pop priced drama is carrying 
the torch. 

The Cass, playing road shows, did 
a fairish business with Ruth Chat- 
terton in ‘Pygmalion,’ but goes dark 
until ‘Pins and Needles’ comes in on 
Nov. 24. 

With both other houses dark it 
may give the Wee & Leventhal ex- 
periment in dollar drama a good 
chance to take hold this week. Man- 


a week in carrying its opening show, 
‘See My Lawyer,’ for two and a half 
weeks. Its present show, ‘Rocket to 
the Moon,‘ will go for only a week, 
ditto the following shows. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Blossom Time’ (Wilson) (1,900; 
$1.10)—With the price reduction 
from $2.20 and with press attention 
paid to Detroit youngster in Mitzi 
role, this got approximately $5,800 in 
its final week, as compared to $9,200 
in the first. 

‘Pygmalion’ (Cass) 
This came out all right with an ap- 
roximate $12,000 as contrasted to 
9,700 for ‘Lady in Waiting’ at the 
same price. 

‘See My Lawyer’ (Lafayette) 
(1,900; $1.10)—This fell away in its 
final 10 performances with an ap- 


proximate $3,200, after getting up to 
$6,500 last week. 


Foxes’ Gets $9,500 
Despite Mpls. Blizzard 


Minneapolis, Nov. 19. 
Despite blizzard, resulting in al- 
most impassable roads and streets, 
Tallulah Bankhead, in ‘The Little 
oxes at the Lyceum, grossed esti- 
mated fine $9,500 for three nights 
and a matinee at $2.75 top. Critics 
and customers’ raves helped the box- 
office. Show got $3,000 for matinee 
and night in St. Paul. 
Current offering is 

ame to Dinner,’ 
Holmes, in for a week. 


‘Man 
with 


Who 
Taylor 


——— 


‘Dinner’ 156 to lodgle. 


, Indianapolis, Nov. 19. 
_‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ at the 
English for seven performances last 
Week, g0t off to a slow start, but 
word-of-mouth built up attendance 
or a stretch finish in the money. 
ound up with estimated $15,000, 
£0od. 
_ Kathaine Hepburn is due in 
ednesday (20) for three evening 





| 


agement figures it went too long by | 


(1,400; $2.50)— | 





Boston, Nov. 19. 


week, led the town last week with 
| three other shows drawing medium 
j trade. ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ a 
| fairly good grosser from the start, 
|remains for third frame. Joe E. 
| Brown closed two okay stanzas Sat- 
urday (16) in ‘Elmer the Great.’ 
Dante is distinctly on the downbeat 
|in ‘Sim Sala Bim,’ but remains for 
second week. 

‘Romantic Mr. Dickens,’ new com- 
/edy by H. H. and Marguerite Harper, 
| opens here Saturday (23) with Diana 
| Barrymore and Robert Keith. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Civic Repertory 
(7th wk) (965; $2.75)—Still packing 
‘em in and looking strong for an- 
other month. Seventh week tallied 
big $14,500. 


(1,227; 2.75)—Getting good 
break at the b.o., taking okay $13,- 
000 for second week. 


— 136 IN BOSTON 


‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Wilbur (2d 


$12,000 IN DETROIT » 


At rather stiff top of | t 
| $2.85, drew estimated $6,200 for four | Los Angeles. 
House | shows to 1,900-seat Ford’s, with most | 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Nov. 18) 





‘A Night of Love’—Forrest, Phila. 

‘All in Fun’ (Phil Baker, Bill Rob- 
inson)—Shubert, New Haven (21- 
23). 

‘ASs and His Shadow’—Playhouse, 
Cleveland. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 
Lyric, Baltimore (18); Constitution 
Hall, Washington (19-20); Music Hall 
Cleveland (22-23). 

‘Conquest in April’ (Henry Hull)— 
Locust, Philadelphia. 

‘Corn is Green’ (Ethel Barrymore) 
—National, Washington. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner—Curran, 





‘Every Man for Himself’ 

| Tracy )}—Geary, San Francisco, 

| ‘Folies Bergere’—El Capitan, Hol- 

| lywood. 
‘Hellzapoppin’—Royal 

Toronto, 

| ‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 

|son)—Wilbur, Boston. 

| ‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 

| 

| 


Alexandra, 





—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone Chicago. 
| ‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
|—Civic Repertory, Boston. 
| ‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
|—Orpheum, Cedar Rapids (18); Or- 


‘Life With Father,’ in its seventh |Pheum, Davenport (19); Shrine, Des 


Moines (20); Orpheum, Sioux City 
(21); Central Highschool, Omaha 
(22); Municipal Auditorium, Kansas 
i\City (23). 

‘Male Animal’ 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
;ton Webb)—Davidson, Milwaukee. 
| ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tay- 
jlor Holmes)—Lyceum, Minneapolis. 

‘Meet the People’—Grand Opera 
House, Chicago. 

‘Morning’s at Seven’ — Columbia, 
Louisville (21-23). 

‘Off the Reecord’ (Hugh O'’Con- 
nell, Bruce Cabot, Mary Brian, Betty 


(Elliott Nugent)— 








|Furness) — Playhouse, Wilmington 
| (22-23). 

‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
Hepburn) — Memorial Auditorium, 


| Louisville (18-19); English, Indian- | ing mark as playwrighting. 


‘Elmer the Great,’ Plymouth (2d | 


wk) (1,480; $2.75)—Built up over 
initial week, but never sockeroo, al- 
though the comments were good. 
Final frame $11,000. 


| 
| 


‘Sim Sala Bim,’ Shubert (1st wk) | 


(1,590; $1.65)—Dante is putting on a 
swell magic show, at the right price, 
but the demand is limited. First 
| week flirted with pallid $5,000. 


KATE HEPBURN TALLIES 


SMASH $19,000 IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 19. 





| 


Burg’s second biggest legit take on | 


four performances in last 15 years 
was racked up in last half of last 
week by Katharine Hepburn in 


‘Philadelphia Story,’ which grossed | 
'a shade under $19,000 at the 2,500- 


seat Taft. Top was $3.30. Turn- 
aways were registered at the 
“matinee and night show Saturday 
(16) after 128 chairs were placed in 
orchestra and standees were cared 
for. 

Cincy record on a similar stretch 
was $20,000 made three seasons ago 
by George M. Cohan in ‘I'd Rather Be 
Right’ at the same theatre, but with 
a top of $3.85. 

Block and Sully are in the 1,400- 
seat Cox currently in ‘See My 
Lawyer’ at $1.50 top. Next week the 
town will have two shows at the 
same time, which is a rarity in re- 
cent years. ‘Rocket to the Moon,’ 
at $1.65 top, will be in the Cox for 


} 


seven night performances and two | 


matinees, starting Nov. 24. Lunt 
and Fontanne, in ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ will be in the Taft, Nov. 28- 
30 for three night shows and a 
matinee at $3.30 top. 


‘Hellz’ Gets Record 
$22,000 In Mont’ 


Montreal, Nov. 19 

Two shows at opposite ends of 
town, one with English and the 
other with French appeal, broke all 
known records at the two theatres 
which went legit for the week. 

His Majesty’s showed ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ at $3 top and turned them away 
almost every night for a gross of 
| $22,000, better than anything known 
there in many years. 
| St. Denis, major theatre of city, 
showed couple of Parisian comedies, 
‘Le Scandale,’ and ‘Apres )’Amour, 
featuring Victor Francen with local 
feminine leads. Francen is strong 
screen favorite here and persona! 
appearance in the star role of the 
two comedies packed houses in this 


Performances and matinee Saturday | 2,300-seater at $1 top for socko 


of ‘Philadelphia Story.’ 


4 $15,000. 


| pearing 


(Lee | 


All 3 New Plays on H’wood N. G. 
In N.Y.; ‘Cabin,’ $16,000, Clicking: 
Hattie, Smash $35,900, Tops List 


‘Pins’ Poor 66, Toronto | gieu: c ee. Oa? 


(Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
Alexandra hurst (7th week) (R-1,412; $4.40). 











Toronto, Nov. 19. 
‘Pins and Needles’ dived to a bad 
week here, with Royal 





‘Desire Under the Elms’—Mayan, | (2,461-seater), at $2 top, chalking up Earlier portions of the week not so 


|poor estimated $6,300 last week. 800d along Broadway, with last half 
Advance, however, on ‘Hellza- CO®tinuing to supply excellent at- 
‘poppin’ was over $18,000 by Sat-| t¢2dance; this musical rated around 


$25,000. 


‘Beverly Hills,’ Fulton (2d week) 
| (C-978; $3.30). Business for first of 
the Hollywood comedies to arrive 
not promising; some performances 
/Okay, but light gross on the week; 
$5,000. 


| (Monday). 
‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Martin Beck 


ose 
(4th week) (M-1,214; $3.30). Com- 
mands very good business from Mon- 
days on and figures to make a stay 
9 ’ of it; rated more than $16,000; good 


at scale and profitable. 


‘DuBarry Was a_ Lady,’ Royale 
(M-1,407; $4.40). Final and 5lst 
week; just missed year’s run mark; 
That Philly legit patrons will gen- 8°€S to road well in the black; 
erously patronize name shows, but ,8™OSS $16,000; most of big money 
aren’t inclined to gamble on tryouts 'U" was at 46th Street. 
unless they have the biggest mar-| ‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
quee names was again emphasized Lyceum (4th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). 
last week. The Theater Guild-Gil- | Improvement for laugh show which 
bert Miller production of ‘Twelfth | has drawn fairly well; estimated bet- 
sieges, —— yo gel Lag * ol = ter than $11,500 and should stick. 

aurice Evans, le own Saturday| «gy , ; 
night after two terrific weeks at the | week) (C71a" abe ——. oe 
Forrest. Fact it was on ATS sub- \Friday (15); ‘was given mixed ne 

° ° ’ aS O- 
scription held down total gross and | tices. some quite adverse; light fol- 
actual money intake was again | lowing day F 
dented last week because both Mon- | ‘Hell : in.’ ; 
day and Tuesday performances were (113th cnet n,’ Winter Garden 
sold out to the Philadelphia Forum |. ! week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Do- 
at the usual substantial reduction, |!%8 Plenty alright in face of new 

‘Conquest in April’ Chester Er- musical competition; excellent week- 
skine play about the Nazi invasion end houses a factor in nearly $26,000, 
of Norway, didn’t fare so well in quoted; extra matinee helped. 
the first two weeks’ tryout at the| ‘Hold On to Yeur Hats,’ Shubert 
Locust. The crix weren't savage in | (10th week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Holds 


jurday (16) night 


Opened last night 





Philadelphia, Nov. 19. 





apolis (20-23). 


‘Pins and Needles’—Grand, Lon- | Love,’ 
don, Ont. (18-19); Savoy, Hamilton, | weeks. an 
Ont. (20): Erlanger, Buffalo (21-23). | *mas, as is the Locust. 


‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth 
American, St. Louis. 
‘Rocket to the Moon’—Lafayette, 
Detroit. 


Chatterton )— | 


|hicle was 
‘ H » °_-Ply | - 
Romantic Mr. Dickens lymouth, two evening performances sold out 


Boston (23). 
‘See My Lawyer’—Cox, Cincinnati. 


Hollywood. 
| “There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne) — Hanna, 
Cleveland. 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 
ing)—Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Auditorium, Davenport (17); Para- 
mount, Hammond, Ind. (18-20); Ma- 
jestic, Peoria (21-23). 

‘Zero Hour’—Music Box, 
wood. 


Holly- 





their reviews, but not one of them | onto real business; Saturday matinee 
could give the Erskine effort a pass- |Strength developed to _ standees; 
quoted around $26,000. 


‘Horse Fever,’ Mansfield (C-1,000; 
$3.30). Presented by Alex Yokel; 
written by Eugene Conrad, Zah H. 
and Ruby C. Gabel; was slated for 
midweek, but put off until Satur- 
day (23). 

‘It Happens On Ice,’ Center (6th 
week) (R-3,087; $2.75). Maintains 
very good pace, with weekends (in- 
cluding Sundays) counting mate- 


This week’s newcomer is ‘Night of 
in at the Forrest for two 
House is solidly booked to 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Twelfth Night’ Forrest (2d week) 
(1,800; $2.85). In final stanza, 
Helen MHayes-Maurice Evans ve- 
handicapped by having 


| solidly to Forum at reduction. This "lly; rain hurt but reached $33,000. 
‘and ATS subscription scale held| ‘Johnny Belinda,’ Belasco (9th 
| “Thank You, Columbus’—Playhouse, | down gross to $24,000, but week was | W&€? (D-1,000; $3.30). Extra ads 


to plug drama which draws fair au- 
diences; claimed improvement. las 
week; around $6,000, but plenty in 


actual sellout as to seats. 


‘Conquest in April’ Locust (ist 
week) (1,500; $2). Tryout not en- | req: may move 
thusiastically received by crix and | ‘Life With Father’ Empire (53d 
public followed their lead, with re-| week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Sock laugh 
sultant light $6,000, or little less.| show continues at capacity clip and 
Ladies in Retirement’ next week. | surest holdover to run through sea- 
son; over $18,500. 


LUNTS GET RECORD «| asit’rees cit Stor"sa aos" 12 





(M-1,450; $4.40). Vies 

with ‘Panama Hattie’ for leadership; 

has been topping list since opening; 

$27,200 IN PITTSBURGH capacity prevails, with gross around 
| $34,000. 

acme ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. | Box (57th week) (C-1,102; $3.30). 





FOLIES’ STRONG $15,000 
IN L.A. ‘THANK’ BOWS 


Hollywood, Nov. 19. 

Hollywood Playhouse _ relighted | 
(15) with “Thank You, Columbus,’ | 
resented by G. V. Gontard and Curt 
ois. Piece is a musical with a cast 
of around 35. Mayan, downtown, un- | 
shutters temporarily (20) with Los | 
Angeles Civic Theatre presenting an | 
uncensored version of ‘Desire Under 
the Elms.’ 

‘Folies Bergere’ continues to at- 
tract healthy trade to El Capitan 
theatre in Hollywood, where fourth 
week ground out another approxi- 
mate $15,000. Several more stanzas 
are in prospect. ‘Zero Hour’ is on 
the skids at the Music Box, but The- 
atre Alliance plans to keep piece 
going for a week or so in the hope 
that a New York buyer will be 
found. Top scale has already been 
cut to $1 plus tax. 


AGMA Signs Ballet 


Minimum of $186 a month, plus 


on the road, a 36-week guarantee 
and Guild membership are required 
for all members of the Original Bal- 
let itusse, under a 


| absolute capacity, 


contract signed 


last week with the American Guild 


of Musical Artists. Col. de Basil, di- 
rector of the company currently ap- 
at the 5lst Street theatre, 
New York, signed the pact. 

Of the 36 weeks guaranteed, 20 
may be in the U. S. and 16 abroad. 
Understood it’s the first time a per- 
former union in the U. S. 
extended its jurisdiction. Other Rus- 
sian ballet troupe, the Monte Carlo 
Ballet Russe, signed an AGMA con- 
tract last spring. 


has thus | 


‘Night of Love’ Tired 


traveling and living expenses while | 


Lunts ran up a new house record 


Long stayer is continuousiy turning 
in ‘There Shall 


Be No Night’ last}a profit; picked up last week, with 
week at the Nixon, when they);the count bettering $13,500. 
grabbed approximately 27,.200.| ‘Panama Hattie, 46th St. (3d 
Show was an ATS-Theatre Guild at-| week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Strongest 
traction and at $3.30 scale topped| draw in town is newest musical hit; 
previous mark for subscription of-| last week with an extra matinee on 
fering at that price rung up by| Armistice Day topped all with gross 
Katharine Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia! of $35,500. 
Story’ last spring by several hun- Quiet, Please,’ Guild (2d week) 
dred dollars. (C-956; $3.30). Following weak 
‘Night’ was in right from the go.| press business light; first full week 
Gave Nixon its biggest opening night! estimated around $4,500; continuance 


| since the boom Ziegfeld preem days | ot certain after Thursday (21). 


and then ran siraight through to 
with standees at 
Mats were ter- 


‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (34th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Will play 


every performance. until after New Year’s according to 


rific, each bettering $3,200. Figured! present plans; better last week, with 
that had Lunts come here without! more than $8,000 claimed; plenty for 
subscription auspices, gross would} one setter. 


have been at least $31,500. ‘Suzanna and Elders,’ Morosco (3d 
What burned Nixon up and lot, week) (C-939; $3.30). Management 
of Pittsburgh public, too, was fact! still expectant of better business; 


that show hadn’t been booked in for; again light gross, with takings 
fortnight. Particularly since theatre! around $5,000 level. 
is dark this week and so far doesn’t ‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (289th 
even have a show for Thanksgiving! week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Sunday 
Week, traditionally the best stanza nj; attendance has helped record 
of the year here staver to around $5,000; makes 
money at that gross. 
REVIVALS 


‘Twelfth Night,’ St. James (D-1,526; 
$3.30). Pesented by Theatre Guild 
and Gilbert Miller; Shakespearean 
work drew big money out of town; 
opened Tuesday (19) with Helen 
Hayes and-Maurice Evans. 

‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor (5th week) 
(C-1,064; $2.20). Getting very light 


$7,500 in Washingten 


Washington, Nov. 19. 
of Love,’ Shubert’s new 
took hefty walloping last 


‘Night 
musical, 


ve money, but Sundays may help pro- 
week from critics and had to], °’.«swemen?: 
struggle for estimated light $7,500 at 4 et engagement; rated around 
$2.75 top. Current is another new | °°; - 


‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (5th week) 
(C-1,064: $3.30. Climbed again last 
week and quoted at better than 


one, Herman Shumlin’s_ production 
of Emlyn Williams’ London success. 
‘The C ; Green,’ starring Ethel : 
Fig al ee, eae $10.300: goodly profit at that figure 
Next week comes road company of , 2nd s hould stay through fall. , 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady, with Bert. ‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse 1ith 
Lahr, Frances Williams and Benny week) (CD-865: $3.30). Has one 
Baker, followed on Dec. 2 by John more week to play before going to 
Shubert’s first indie production, ‘Off | road: profitable right along; over 
ithe Record.’ | $8.000 
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THE CORN IS GREEN 


Baltimore, Nov. 14 





Drams ' ee acts by Bimilyn Williatas 
Presents cud staged by Herman Shur 
giares F e) turrymore settings i 
aii ‘ costumes rs Ernes Ss ron 
a rds Balt'more, Md ‘ ‘ i 
$08 ye 
J he “ } ~ Rhvsa W ‘ 4 
Ay to Mildred Du ‘ 
liiva Morris Charles &, 4 
Sarah Pugh...-+.+-ceeses (iwy h Hugh 
Gio e George DBieusd 
The Squire Kaimond bre 
Mira. Wathy .csccoe-coccscees ' 1 iva 
Ressia Watty . . ° i” 

Mins Moffat. .... er Sarryinare 
Robart Robba sca weeee - \ yous 
Morgan Evans. rd W ring 
Giyn — s -.Kenneih Clarke 
Join O« er cere ry Te Merritt (Y Duel 
Will He ad — ‘Terence Morgan 
O11 Ne botgg 5 6O008 600-06 Sayre Craw ey 

An English success, ‘The Corn Is 
Green.’ should prove a repeater on 
these shores. Cast and directed in 
expert manner by Herman Shum- 
liu, this drama wrapped around the 


economic struggle of the impover- 
ished and illiterate Welsh coal miners | 
during the closing vears of the last 
century picks up considerable move- 
ment and color. Choice of Ethel 
Barrymore for the leading role is a) 
ten-strike. 

Miss Barrymore appears here as 
a middle-aged spinster schoolmarm, | 
bent on bringing light and education | 
to a benighted part of Wales, where | 
12-year-old boys go into the mines 
to do a man’s job. Spurred on in her | 
efforts by the inherent and unbridled 
genius of one of her charges, Mor- 
gan Evans (Richard Waring,) she 
wages a valiant battle to bring him | 
to the gates of Oxford and the prom- | 
ise of a career of prominence. 


She manages to overcome the petty I: 
resistance of the commun big | 
shot. the Squire (Edmond Breon ). | 
and successfully steers her protege | 
through the backward shoal of en- | 
vironment and inhibition. But w rhen | 
sex in the verson of Bessie Watty | 
(Thelma Sehnee) rears its rather 
pretty head, she runs a cropper to a 
real problem. 

Bessie, daughter of Miss Barry 
more’s housekeeper, a reformed shop- 
lifier straight through the in- 
fluence of the Salvation Army, is 
definitely on the make. She catches 
Morgan in a rather helpless moment. 


ity 
aby 


gone 


the results of which catch up with 
him just as he is on the verge of 
being awarded the desired scholar- 


ship to Oxford. A baby is born and 
the event must be legitimatized. Not 
that Bessie is so wrapped up in Mor- 
gan. She has found greener fields 
and considerably more glamcrous 
possibilities. 

A well-written third act points out | 
to Morgan that he has even grewier 
responsibilities than being simpiv 
declared a father. His career will 
be the inspiration of all the other | 
enslaved and backward souis hi‘her- | 
to left to their own colorless and 
backward ways. The child is acopted 
by the spinster. Bessie is teft free 
to pursue her bouts with the flesh 


pots. Morgan is sent on his way to 
the halls of learning and empire} 
building. Even the squire gets a 


new view of things and a desire to 
become a patron of belles letters. It’s 
handled very plausibly. 


Miss Barrymore has one of 


best acting opportunities in years and 
she plays the well-written part to 
the hilt. Also reaching new heights 
is Richard Waring as the remade 
boy from the mines. Vying for top 


houors is Thelma Schnee, who makes 
Bessie an exhilirating and entire 
exciting character. 

The cast is uniformly 
standouts turned in by Edmon: 
Rhys Williams, as a 
schoolmaster 
face: 


good. with 
Breon, 
hymn-singing 
not averse to a pretty 
Rosalind Ivan, as the house- 
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| Actors, 


| first 


ner 


keeper with a opast. and Mildred 
Dunnock, as a fluttery and typical 
spinster of the age that went out 
with Edward Vil. 


Shumlin’s staging is sure and deli- 


cately handled throughout. With 
some sharpening up here and there, 
he seems destined to again hit pay 
dirt when he reaches Broadway 
Burm. 
Pasadena, Nov. 17 
Comeds n three acts (2 scenes) b i I- 
Eline) Rice directed b Morris Ankrum 
<ets Rita Clover: presented by 18 Actors 
Ine., at Pusader (‘onmmunity Playhouse 
Nov. 17, °4: 82.05 top 
Cast Vieto Jor Rutt Covell Cyrus 
Kendall Fllen Van Volkenberg, Gaylord | 


Wheeler, Ad 
(‘harles 


Joan 
Foulger, 
Mary Todd 


Pendleton. Je in Innese 


dison Richards Baron 
Lane, Anthony Warde, 


That an Elmer Rice play went for 
so long without professional staging 
was amply explained tonight in its 
presentation by 
ity Players. That it may 
another needs no divining 
about poorest excuse for 


never get 
rod. It's 
theatrical 


Pasadena Commun- | 


fare ever projected across footlights. | 


Pasadenans, who are usually not 
30 particular, squirmed through three 
acts and countless scenes of trifling 
viffle and filed out in funeral silence. 
What they had seen may be marked 
up as new low in theatre. Why 18 
Inc., which professes to re- 
finest traditions of American 
picked ‘Not for Children’ as 
of four plays for this season is 
for weightier minds to fathom. Piece 
might have come from pen of sur- 
realist on hasheesh bender rather 
than playwright who gave theatre | 
‘Street Scene’ and ‘Counsellor at} 
Law.’ Play careens along after this | 
fashion: 

Producer staging farce thought it 
cute idea to have college prof and 
femme lecturer seated at 
corners of stage 
it progresses. Their constant inter- 
ruptions with philosophic meander- 
ings make for meaningless gab and 
robs piece of what little pace it has. 
Pair can't make heads or tails of un- 
related scenes pieced together, but 
they've got nothing on sitters, whose 
quandary must have been ‘what are 
we doing here anyway.’ 

Scene in second act has bed spot- 


flect 


st2 ge, 


spr 


opposite | 
to explain play as | 


lare 
so there’s no telling where this one} 


;on 


lighted on full stage with Victor 
Jory and Jean Inness sprawled on 
apron prattling for 20 minutes on 
something or other of symbolic na- 
ture. Biggest laugh of play, billed | 
as ‘amazing comedy,’ came when 


Jory launches into long speech with | 
shirttail hanging out. Jory tries | 
hard to make a go of it. 
are little better 


: than material. 
Play is 


not to be confused with 
comedy of same name by Wesley 
Towner. which was produced as 
strawmatter in Connecticut a 


but others | 


be passed over 
amateurs 
way, 
kind of 
} | Holly wood 


handled, with special honors going 
to Dorothy Sands for her character- 
izations of cockney neighbor who 
urges Jeannie to rebel against 
father’s strict rule, and of Jeannies 
harridan employer at end. Note- 
worthy are Philip Tonge as father, 
Hathaway Kale as a blonde menace, 
and Frieda Altman, Mary Orr, Rich- 
ard McKay, Bertram  Tanswell. 
2alyph Bunker, Kenneth Bates and 
Emr tt Rogers in other bits. 

Emeline Roche's economical but 
effective settings are good. General 
production by Frank Carrington and 
Agnes Morgan is of high ordet 

This two-week tryout of ‘ Jeannie’ 
inaugurates 12-week season which 
may lay foundation for permanent 
theatre in Millburn, House was 
well-filled rainy opening night 

Kent. 


Thank You, Columbus 


——$—___ 





Literati 





tributing 


Hollis wood, Nov. 15 

Musient revue in two is (20 scenes) 
presented by ¢ V. Gontard and Curt Bois: 
must: and lvrica by Bob Wright and Chet 
Forrest: book b Ren and Sel Bartman;: 
st aged by Bo niniecal direction, Leo 
Arn ah dances and ensembles directed by 
hhddie ‘taskin wettines by Gabriel Scog- 
namillo: costumes by Gerda Vanderneers: 
orchestrations by Joe Glover: at Holly- 
woou Playhouse, Holly wood, Cal., Nov. le, | 
"40: $1.65 top 

Cast: Kenneth Stevens Vivian Yarbo 
Dave Willeck, Rodney Bell Jack Fineh, 
Kent Eeiwards, Jinimy Alexander, Danny 
Webb. Norman Budd, Eenily LaRue, Jack 
I.omas, Hi Roberts, Billy Burt, Virginia 
Rees, Philip Van Zandt, Florine Me- 
Kirnev Dorothy Babb, Joe Conti Ha- 
line Francis Naot W hea Florence 
CV Erien, Jilias Gilbert, Dick Hogan, Betty 
Wells. 

This hodge podge of music, his- 
torical farce and  biackouts tries | 
hard to be like ‘Meet the People,’ 


but misses from here to there. That 
it may improve and eke out a com- 
fortable run cannot be gainsaid, con- 
sidering the financial backup. G. V. 
Contard, who presents the piece with 
|Curt Bois ‘pronounced Bwa), is said 
jto be well heeled with Anheuser- 
Busch coin and has not stinted in 
2ading it wherever it was needed. 
He is said to have 
than $25,000 on the show and there's 
more where that came from—if 
needed. There's plenty of room for 
improvement and the purse strings 
looser than a Chinaman’s socks, 


will wind up. 

Gontard and Bois, picture actor 
who directed, made the mistake of 
rushing into the opening. The show 
lacked professional finesse and the 
backstage crew, especially that guy 
the lights, made a mess of the 
blackouts That can be corrected, 
but what transpires at the foots can’t 
that lightly. Cast of 
hard in their shallow 
doesn’t add up to the 
entertainment that critical 
would give its blessing. 
book is passable, pretending at 


try 
but it 


| The 


lavished better | 
'matice courtesy’ to the German 
| bassador. 


a sustained plot. but lost in the 
mediocrity of performance. Bob 
Wright and Chet Forrest have’! 
| whipped up 16 tunes for the extra- 
|vaganza, with but one outstander, 
|\‘Dream For Sale.’ Its reprise at the 
| finale would indicate that the pro 


| 
| 


ito their 


year 
ago. Helm. 
Millburn, N. J., Nov. 12. 
Comedy in three acts, eleven scenes, by | 
Aimee Stuar settings by Emeline Roche; 
staged by Frank Carrington and Agnes 
Morgan for Paper Mill Plavhouse’ Produc- 
tions. Ine at Paper Mill Playhouse, Mill- 
) . N. J., Nov. 12, °40; $1.65 top 
athe Philip Tonge 
M \ ’ Dorothy Sand 
lea I i i«K 
e I la Altman 
lagg Mary ¢ t 
Stan 3 rR 1 A 
Po B 1m Tanswell 
Waite Richard McKay 
Re Mion ¢ 


Kenneth Bates 
i, tae" 
a Faas ees Ralph unher 


“mmett Rogers 


coors I la Altman 
F Ma Or 
a , , a. rdy 
BR ! 
> Hat iwa K € 
~ M Dorothy Sands | 
I Kenneth Bates | 


turns 





Jeannie’ out to be the old 
queen-for-a-day plot, dug up by 
Ain ee Stuart out of the common 
storehouse of the theatre with nary 


a /ariation It e 


; oyed a 
run in 


pre-blitzkrieg L« 
probably wouldn’t wv 


of jaded Bri 


successful 
yndon, but 
in the approval 
adwayites even if 


; pro- 

ead) =6wWiItn)— soSUper-actress of the 
neart-oft-g noo] 

[-g 

Comedy has the nevitability of a 
girl Naot e ¢ » 3 e ] P : 
git eets-bOy yarn in a slick paper 
nm-g and just about as much sus- 
pense. Nevertheless, it 


possesses a 
certain amount of charm. ar 
largely from its unpre 
some 


sing 
-tentiousness, 
characterization 
and able handling. For this kind of 
house, where sympathetic customers 
drop in from dinner in forma] duds, 
or for summer barnyard circuits, it 
| is quite satisfactory. Elsewhere an 
| ill-timed snicker or two from audi- 
ence might suddenly convert show 
into burlesque of itself. 
Cinderella of the piece is Ronda 
Keane, daughter of actress Doris 
Keane. Familiar to British theatre- 
goers, she is making American debut 
here and shows genuine talent. She 
| Starts out as slavey daughter of 
hard-bitten Scot, spends glamorous 
holiday in Vienna on $1,000 
heritance when pater dies, and winds 
up as servant. 
' For male lead there is Robert 
| Allen, Hollywood import. As Eng- 
| lish washing machine inventor, who 
meets the naive Jeannie trav eling to 
Vienna and saves her from kitchen 
| Slavery with a fina curtain clinch, 
he proves all leading man should be. 


Repo 
telling bits of 














Most of supporting parts are well 


| ducers set great store by this num- 
ber It's 


catchy and given warmth 
by Ken Steven's rendition 

High spot of the show is what put 
over ‘Meet The People,’ a_ fresh, 
snappy chorus of kids, who can sing 
and seem to take great delight in 
their work. There’s a breezy dash 


routines and they whip up 


froth in every number. Satire also 
abounds. another ‘People’ asset, but 
it lacks spontanelty and polish 
Maybe the play doctors can do 
something about that. 

First act with its 13 scenes is 
where most of the tinkering will 
have to be done. Presently it’s in 
such a shape that a pair of s0-so 
hoofers, Dorothy Babb and Joe 
Conti, stop the show. Their impor- 
tance is purely relative, remainder 


of the turns failing to measure up to 


Sues Annenberg, Others 
Moses L. Annenberg, 
lisher, is among 12 
named in qa suit seeking 


the pub- 
defendants 


dollars of damages,’ filed in the 
N. Y. federal court Friday (15) by | 
Malvin Franklin. Other defendants | 


are Morning Telegraph Co., Triangle 
Press. Inc., Leonard Howard, Tele- 
flash Loudspeaker Corp., The Cecelia 
Co.. Arnold W. Kruse, Teleflash, 
Inc.. Morning Telegraph Sport News, 
Inc.. M.L.A. Publications, Inc., Na- 
tionwide News Service, Inc., and the 
Interstate Brokerage Co., Inc. 
Plaintiff claims plagiarism of a 
copyrighted idea which he says he 
oflered to the defendants in Febru- 


‘millions of | 


Three,’ for spring publication by 
William Morrow & Co. - 

John Gibbons, assistant drama and 
film editor of Boston Evening 
Transcript, transferred ty City stat 
| Morris Hastings, radio editor. 
tinues in that capacity in 
to assisting John Hutchens, 
| and film editor. 


College Shew 


ee, 


| MANY A SLIP 


(TRIANGLE CLUB) 
| Princeton, N. J., Nov. 16. 


con.- 
addition 
drama 











ary, 1933, at $500 weekly for every | Princeton University Triangie Club pre. 
dd ° 4 # : seuis ood annual production, with book by 
newspaper using the idea, 10% of | Robert H. Chapman, ‘41, and additional 
the gross, etc., but in March, 1933, | dialog. by meg vepetnenewe, "il. Music 
: : ae a . and lyrics by Carl EK. Davis, Jr, ‘41: mM 
the defendants rejected. the idea, he! } awren ¢, ‘42; Henry M. Hughes, Jy. ork 
says, but allegedly immediately Settings by William D. Compton, ‘41, and 
SiMe Senate? : Simeon Hyde, Jr., ‘41. Entire produetior 
started plagiarizing it. supervised by S. Wealey McKee, Tels ion 
The suit involves a method of dis-| and D. Kennedy Fox, of New York, wiih 


by teleflash 
at the event call- 


sport news 
with an announcer 
ing into a centrally located micro- 
phone connected with 

wires to thousands of 
Through the defendant Howard, 
gotiations were claimed to 
been started with the other 
ants, and, 


ne- 
have 
defend- 
it is claimed, since the al- 


|leged plagiarism they have received 


professional standards. Here and| 
there is a bright spot but they are 
in bold minority. 

Show is the most handsomely 
mounted seen locally in some time. 
The costumes reflect an extrava- 
gance rarely noted in home made 
productions and Gerda Vanderneers 
rates the kudos for the dress-up. 


Play gets its 
of plot, giving 
coverer of ow 
through e 
fair with 
goings-on 
ing around 


title from the 
thanks to the dis- 
land and progressing 
vents dating from his af- 
the queen to current 
The dictators get a 
and are finally con: 
to oblivion to set the scene for the 
flash finale and the patriotic ditty 
‘I Hear America Singing.’ 
Best of the skits is Haline 
cis’ pantomime on ‘You, Too, Can 
Be Beautiful.” She mimics the part 
of a love-starved lass as a narrator 


thread 


igned 


Fran- 


; reads a fervid romance from a mag 


{comedy is 
in- | 





| the 


Ken Stevens 


lends a nice voice and 
subdued presence to the satirical 
cavalcade. A _ series of impersona- 


tions by Rodney Bell 
Webb was well received. 


Helm. 


Candidates for the cast of 
Flying Gerardos’ 
suits when being interviewed, as the 
about acrobats and the 


actors must look convincing in tights. | 


_ Ethel Waters and other principals 
in ‘Cabin in the Sky’ making an 


album of songs from the show for 
Liberty records. 
Eddie Dimond will stage-manage | 


new Dennis King musical. 


shov- | 


and Danny 


‘The | 
must wear bathing | 


thousands of contracts and 
millions of dollars. An injunction 
as well as an accounting on profits 
is sought. 


Arrest Two U. 8. Newsmen in B. A. 


Two U. S. newsmen were held in 
Buenos Aires last week as a ‘diplo- 
Am- 
They were Ray Josephs, 
correspondent in B. A. for Variety 
and PM, and Max Coplan, photog for 
Look mag. Arrested with them was 
Donald Forbes, reporter on the Bue- | 
nos Aires Herald. 

Trio, who were released in 
three hours, 
ly taking a 


bout 
claimed they were mere- 


von Therman’s car (with its large 
Nazi emblem) in front of the Em- | 


bassy when he called the cops. Ar- 
rest followed a tour of the city on 
which they were taking pictures fo1 
an expose of widespread Nazi activi- 
ties in B. A. 
Coplan left for 
after being freed, 


Rio immediately 
although he de- 


clared he wasn't bothered by the in- | 


cident, having undergone a similar 
experience in the U.S. when he tried 
to lens Father Coughlin. 


Wheaton’s Bankruptcy 
Edward Felton 


ployed writer, 


Wheaton, 
formerly 


unem- 
in business 


as Bob Wheaton Radiofeatures, Inc., 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy in N. Y. federal court Wed- 
nesday (13) listing $100 in assets 
and $82,388 in liabilities. Wheaton’s 
petition disclosed that he earned $450 
from October, 1939—June, 1940, and 


that he ec Radiofeatu 


1939-Septembe: 


ynducted his 
from November, 
1940, 

Among creditors are Ernst 
of Sheboyan, Wis., $63,800 


Hoefer, 


on a 
judgment, and Madeline Colson. of 
London, $8,350 on a loan. 


Murray's New Post 
Heretofore chief cable censor, Lt.- 
Col. W. W. Murray of the Canadian 


Broadcasting 


Corp. has been ap- 
pointed 


general staff officer of in- 


telligence with new offices at Na- 
tional Defense headquarters, Ottawa. 
Major .L S. Yuill succeeds Col. Mur- 
ray as chief cable censor. 

Since World War 1, in which he 
served, Col. Murray has been con- 
ected with the Canadian Press. 


LITERATI OBIT 

Crown, 61, editor of the 
isonburg, Va., Daily News 

1923 and former member of the 

Washington bureau of the Baltimore 

Sun, died Nov. 14 at 

Harrisonburg, 


John R. 
Har. 


since 


his home in 


CHATTER 


Alfred Knopf in Hollywood con- | 


ferring with writers. 
H. G. Wells vacationing in the 
| West Coast film colony. 
Don Eddy in Hollywood gathering 
material for magazine articles. 
Frank L, Taylor contacting Holly- 
wood picture studios for mag fea- | 
ture, 
Erskine 


Johnson resumes his 
| ‘Hollywood Diary’ in the Los An- 
geles News. 


Allan Finn named radio ed of 
Newsweek mag. Formerly did Rich- 
field Reporter show for NBC on the 

| Coast. 
Coningsby and Barton Browne! 
| completed their nevei@The Eternal 


telephone | 
outlets. | 


made | 


picture of Ambassador | 


musical numbers staged by ox. Presented 


| 

| Rov. 16-17, at McCarter theatre, Prines. 
ton, N J., prior to cross-country tou 

| Peter a Kenneth k. Folsom 
| freddy Macleish....Henry M. Hughes, Jy 
Jean Wagstaff.........Robert H Chapman 
Herkimer Guity......Benedict J.) Duffy, Jr. 
Antoinette Slurp......... Cat I Davis, Jr 
| Livingston Lord........... Jobin BKB. Green 
Stanley Swift..... ee »» Mark Lawrence 
Joe Sweeney..... ait hard W. Wix Mille 
Bertram bBunch...... -lflarry J. Parker 


| Perhaps the most notable feat of 
‘Many a Slip,’ 52nd annual musical 
/ comedy production of Princeton Tri- 
angle Club, is its ability to kid it- 
self. This it manages to do with a 
high degree of entertainment with- 


out stripping itself of its ‘profes- 
sional’ demeanor, 
In concocting a book concerning 


the trials and tribulations encount- 
ered in staging a Triangle produc- 
tion, Robert H. Chapman, ‘41, has hit 
on a socko idea and has carried it 
through in swell form. On the whole 
it’s a field day for Chapman, who 
| is president of the collegiate thespian 
| organization. In addition to author- 
ling the script, he plays the femme 


|lead and carries off top honors of 
the evening. 

This year’s show follows the exam- 
ple of last fall’s production, ‘Any 
Moment Now,’ with small cast and 
chorus, but with emphasis placed 
on better integration of plot with 
musical theme. Musically, ‘Many a 
Slip’ rates above recent Triangle 
shows, with Carl E. Davis, Mark 


| Lawrence, 42, and Henry M. Hughes, 
‘41, contributing some pleasant mel- 
| odies and lyrics. ‘This Time I Know,’ 


‘For All Time’ and ‘What Now,’ par- 
ticularly stand out and will prob- 
ably rate attention. 

Novelty of this year's production 
is stage sets, which vary from bare 
stage of McCarter to a dock scene in 
Tahiti, complete with an ocean 
liner, wharf and palm trees. 

Handling of scenery and light ef- 
fects set off colorful costumes, and 
dance routines are a highlight of the 
production. First act climax, ‘Vas 


sar Girl Goes Native,’ with band 
playing savage drum interpretation 
of Hawaiian war chant, ‘Koko Kola,’ 
amid a frenzied routine of hysterical 
houting and dancing, was preem’s 
chief show-stopper 


Plot deals with complications that 
arise when the femme lead of the 
show within the show Is conscripted 
for military service two days before 


preem and an 
substitute a 


attempt is made to 
‘Gergdorf-Boodman’ 


model. This is contrary to the male 
|}monopoly of all parts and a local 
| girl threatens to squeal unless she is 
allowed to take the part. La 
proves a failure and original gir! 3s 
returned to the cast. Antoinette, the 
local girl, tells dean and the cast, 
including model, are brought up fo1 
judgment, with dean's decision pro- 
viding real belly laugh 

In addition to Chapman, others 
|}sharing honors in stellar roles are 
Hughes, in male lead: Davis, Bene- 
dict J. Duffy, °'41; Lawrence, and 
Kenneth Folsom, ’43. Entire produc- 


tion was under direction of S. Wes- 
ley McKee, Yale ’33, director of se\ 
eral Broadway shows, and D. ke 

nedy Fox, of New York, latter also 


responsible 
Initial 


for dance 
two-night 


routines 
stand drew 


crowds in for annual Yale-Nassa' 
| football game. A Christmas vaca- 
tion road tour will begin in Mont 
clair, N. J., Dec. 20. Cities visite 
will be Albany, Washington, Pitts 
| burgh, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Ch)- 
cago, Detroit, Cleveland, Phila., and 


| Scarsdale, N, ¥ with New York the 





final stop Jan. 4 Rosen. 

| Gertrude Lawrence, who closed 
| her tour in ‘Skylark’ last week, w?*' 
irest at Moss Hart's Bucks coun's 


| 
| (Pa.) farm until starting rehea: 


Dec. 2 in his new play. 


sais 


| 





Bill Doll and Bernard Hart have 
| dropped the idea of presenting Capt 
| Billy Bryant's showboat troupe ® 
| Broadway this winter. 


| Kenneth White rewriting his ‘Lads 

|Who Came to Stay,’ which Guthric 
McClintie will put into rehearsal i! 
a couple of weeks. 
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Broadway 


-_-_e 


‘Let Her Go’ is tentative title for 
new Dennis King musical. | 

Bianca Stroock supervising COS- 
tumes for ‘Cue for Passion. : 

Ss. Jay Kaufman pressagenting 
‘Horse Fever, opening Saturday at 
Mansfield. ’ . 

Oscar Serlin sent wine ‘to each 

layer who appeases in ‘Life With 

her’ party show. 

om cle. current! at the Rain- 
bow Room, — ec. 19 at the 

Palms, Miami. ; 
ag me tooth sent Jack Robbins 
to Doctors hospital for couple days. 
Out today or tomorrow. . 

Sam Levene, readying for his part 
in the new Spewack shdw,. growing 
an Orson Welles beard. 

Roy Haines back Monday (18) af- 
ter sales huddies at Warner offices 
in Cleveland and Cincinnati. 

E. Ray Goetz in town from Holly- 
wood, where Rh associated with 
ron Selznick agency. 
ey mewert due from the Coast 
today after doing retakes on Orson 
Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane’ for RKO. _ 
Bob Marko, scripter on Ben Bernie 
air show, to do the sketches for 
Willie Howard in ‘Crazy With the 


at. 
ag Armour, RKO’s European 
manager, in Hollywood for a rest 
before returning to his post at 
Lisbon. 

Al Mackechnie, treasurer of the 
Blank-Par circuit in the midwest, ar- 
rived in the east last week on busi- 
ness matters. 

Ben Kalmenson, Warner Bros. 
southern and western sales manager, 
on the Coast, and will be away for 
several weeks. 

Sidney Justin, of Paramount’s 
Coast legal department, returned 
west Sunday after four weeks vaca- 
tion in New York. 

John Pollock in advance of ‘There 
Shall Be No Night,’ Bill Fields re- 
turning to publicize ‘Flight to the 
West’ (Playwrights). 

Polly Hart, of Mutual Broadcast- 
ing’s exec offices, and Lucille Levy, 
with Par's foreign dept., are Miami 
Beaching for three weeks. 

20th-Fox screen-testing Jimmy 
Monks, brother of playwright John 
Monks (‘Brother Rat’), for a part 
in ‘How Green Was My Valley.’ 

T. X. Jones. comptroller for the 
Kincey-Wilby interests in the south- 
east, left Friday (15) for Atlanta af- 
ter contecting the Par home office. 

Carl Brisson leaves by motor for 
the Coast this week, to remain 
through the Christmas holidays. 


Sails early in January to star in ‘The | 


Merry Widow’ in Australia. 

Joseph Lucachevitch, French pro- 
ducer, recently arrived in U. S., left 
for the Coast yesterday (Tues.) to 
discuss plans for production in this 
country. 

Steve Hannagan added a ‘photo- 
graphic relations counsel’ for Miami 
ballyhoo. James Rend, formerly 
with Paramount newsreel, is the 
new D.r.c. 

Arthur De Bra found out just how 

much weight the Hays office carries 
when it comes to ducking grand jury 
duty this month. He’s had to serve 
now for two weeks. 
Ethel Merman and her new groom, 
Bill Smith, being wedding cock- 
tail-partyed by the Broadway show 
bunch next Sunday at Monte 
Proser’s Copacabana. 

Just back from a 
cruise, Irving Berlin will be ‘fall 
guy’ when he’s inducted into the 
Dexter Fellows Tent, Circus Saints 
and Sinmers, at the Hotel Astor 
next Wednesday (27). 

Vincent G. Hart, of the law firm 
of Friend, Holbrook, Reiskind and 
Hart, has been named to the Selec- 
tive Service Legal Advisory Board. 
A lieutenant in the last war, Hart 

eld a similar post in Richmond in 
1917, 

Kurt Kassner dickering with Paula 
Lawrence for a singing-comedy part 
in ‘Crazy With the Heat.’ Would be 
her legit musical debut. although she 
did straight parts for the Group and 
Mercury theatres before going into 
nitery work. 

Nine-and-a-half-minute documen- 
tary on the work of the United Hos- 
pital Fund has been contributed to 
the organization by Roy E. Larsen, 
chairman of its campaign committee 
and president of Time, Inc. Film 
was made by March of Time. 
Monty Woolley. David Burns and 
Rex O’Malley being 
Warners to repeat their legit roles 
in the screen version of ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner.’ 
doesn’t get Edith Atwater to do her 
Part in the picture, it may cast 
Rosalind Russell in the role. 


West Indies 





Kansas City 


By John Quinn 


Kenny Baker in for a one-night 
concert in the Music Hall. 
i Kate Smith in a brief stopover en- 
—— to Arizona for Columbia Pic- 
res premiere, 
ect Avery, of the Free and Peters 
t cago office, in town briefly, con- 
abbing with KMBC execs. 
Pia McManus, of the Midland 
: eatre, out of the hospital and back 
n the job with the aid of a cane. 
th immy Nixon back on the job at 
ne Music Hall following his hospital 
Slege as result of car accident several 
weeks ago. 
Next legit attraction in the Music 
all is ‘Little Foxes’ with Tallulah 


sought by 


If the studio | 


Bankhead heading cast in a one-day 
stand, Nov. 23. 

Lum 'n’ Abner unit set for week 
at the Tower theatre beginning Nov. 
22. Will Rock and Thurston Magic 
Show to follow. 

Infantile paralysis in surrounding 
communities cut into vaude and 
night club dates and caused tem- 
porary layoff of ‘Rise and Shine’ unit. 

Redecoration of the Newman the- 
atre lobby progressing without inter- 
ferring with championship run of 
‘Northwest Mounted’ for four weeks. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Dancer Sylvia Hart sporting a new 
nose. 

Bill Davis guest-directing second 
Playhouse show of the season, ‘Here 
Today.’ 

Fred Burleigh back, after serious 
illness, to resume directorial post at 
Playhouse. 

Mrs. Dan Campbell. wife of UP 
correspondent in London, here visit- 
husband’s folks. 

John Walsh celebrated second an- 
niversary as Fulton manager on 
Armistice Day. 

Margie Hart at Casino this week 
|for her first Pittsburgh date in more 
than two years. 

Lang Thompson’s band headquar- 
tering here for three weeks while on 
one-night tour. 

R. E. Baltz will again be local 
manager for Burton Holmes series at 
Carnegie Music Hall. 

It’s a boy at the Freddy Cooks. 
Pop’s. the drummer in Max Adkins’ 
Stanley theatre orch. 

Pennsylvania College for Women 
premiering new children’s play by 
local author, Midge Miller. 

Jules Seltzer winding up advance 
p.a. stint fcr Laurel-Hardy unit and 
heading back for the Coast. 

Lois Andrew Jessel going to Hol- 
lywood in fortnight to try and dis- 
pose of the Jessel home out there. 

Beverly Bennett, who recently left 
vocal berth with Nelson Maples to 
get married, back with band again. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Harry Anderson back on job at 
Warners after 10 days of illness. 

Katharine Hepburn in ‘Philadel- 
|phia Story’ due at Lyceum Dec, 12- 
| 14 











iy 


City building department compel- 
ling theatres to remove all signs 
| from marquees. 
Billy Rose’s Aquacade comes into 
| Auditorium Nov. 27 with Buster 
| Crabbe for five days. 

Many film salesmen were 
bound for as long as three days dur- 
jing last week’s blizzard. 
| Gloria Jean scheduled for personal 
jat Orpheum Nov. 22-24 with her 
| new picture, ‘Little Bit of Heaven.’ 

Fiddlers’ club of younger film 
| men liquidated because some of boys 
| preferred to join Twin City Variety 
club. 

Twin City Variety club election of 
officers postponed because storm 
| kept many members away from 
| meeting. 





|. Edythe Bush Little Theatre offer- | 


| ings to include ‘Margin for Error,’ 


| ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ and ‘Time | 


of Your Life.’ 
Wife of George Granstrom, Twin 
|City independent circuit operator, 


seriously injured in auto accident in | 


| South Dakota. 





| Todd’s Cabaret 


Continued from page | 





| ' 
,a similar idea. According to Todd, 


ae purely coincidental that Rose also | 


considered such an operation. Rose, 
| incidentally, has no site picked out, 
though he has been eyeing the Gay 
Blades ice rink in N. Y. 

Besides a show, the nucleus of 
! which will be his ‘Sazerat’ revue in 


the Gay New Orieans Village at the | 


N. Y. Fair, Todd’s Chicago cabaret 
will have a name band, seven bars, 
dancing and bowling alleys 
basement. Todd says there’s be no 
cover or minimum charges, the gate 
tap taking care of that, and it'll be an 
Elmer’s French Casino, where one 
|can stall as long as he wants to over 
la glass of beer. He's dickering for 
| Willie West and McGinty to headline 
the first floorshow. 

Financially behind Todd in the 
cabaret setup is Harold C. Costello, 


Realty Mgt. of Chicago. 

Meanwhile Todd is going ahead 
with his legit production plans in 
New York. He'll first preesnt a mod- 
ern version of ‘The Hot Drunkard,’ 
| with Ned Sparks, Gypsy Rose Lee 
|and Carrie Finnell in the cast. Todd 
{has also optioned a first play by Joe 
| Bryan, 3d, titled ‘Give It Back to the 
| Indians,’ and a Ferenc Molnar two- 
‘acter called ‘So You Want to Be an 
| Actress.” Prior to these, however, 
| Todd will likely present a rewrite of 
\‘The Man from Cairo,’ which he did 
a couple of seasons back on Broad- 
| way, and which some critics termed 
j likely if rewritten. 





snow- | 


the | 


head of the board of the Iroquois | 


London 


Harry Taft left $10,000; Randl 
Ayrton, $5,000. 


Cyril Percival, one of George 
Black’s key man, ill. 


Gayne Dexter no longer in charge 
of Warner Bros. publicity office. 

_ Mervyn Macpherson, Metro’s pub- 
licity hound, claims he has covered 
12,000 miles in exploitation of ‘Gone 
| With the Wind.’ 

Maurice Ostrer has lent Michael 
Redgrave to Warner Bros. to star in 
‘Transatlantic Fury’ opposite Valerie 
Hobson. Carol Reed directing. 

George Formby is understood to 
be doing his last film for Associated 








between him and one of the di- 
rectors, 


Tom Arnold a bronchitis victim, 
and having to direct his forthcoming 
Xmas pantomime activities from his 
‘flat in Park Lane, under strict 
| doctor’s orders. 


Charles B. Cochran looking for 
| resident theatre in the provinces to 
| present London stars. Will be asso- 

ciated in his venture with Leslie 
Macdonnell, loca] agent. 


Otto Lampel, Czech pianist who 
arrived here about three months 
| ago, has had one broadcast, written 
| the musie for two films and is un- 
| der contract to a London music pub- 
lisher, 
| Gaumont 
|Films-Charles Woolf’s ‘Charley’s 
Aunt,’ which looked like it would 
gross $600,000 until the blitzkrieg 
came along, is to be revived as an 
Xmas attraction. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C, Puilen 














Jerry Hathaway turning his nitery 
into a black-and-tan spot. 

Frank Sennes taking over booking 
of Beverly Hills Club in Covington, 
Ky. 

Steve Gresch reopenin 
lon Club Dec. 31, taking i 
Winezimmer’s hands. 

Kay Halle of WGAR sending back 
waxed interviews with Latin nabobs 
from South America. 

Herman Pirchner having August 

|Biehle sketch caricatures of about 
| 100 local celebs for walls of new 
| Eldorado Club. 
| Almon R. Shaffer, one of backers 
|of Great Lakes Expo here, back to 
| stage his ‘World’s Fair Highlights’ at 
|civic auditoriums. 
Wedding of Norman Flute, 3700 
Club bandmaster, to Phyllis Kohen 
set for Dec. 1. Joe Dorsell, another 
|maestro, and Irene Cherney married 
| Armistice Day. 

Roger Peckinpaugh, new manager 
of Cleveland Indians, and pitcher 
| Willis Hudlin, as 


old Ava- 
off Harry 








broke Variety Club’s attendance rec- | 


ords for stagnight dinner. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Williamson-Tait presenting ‘Banana 
Ridge’ in Sydney. 

Harry Hunter, Paramount’s local 
boss, planning looksee visit to U. S. 


British hit registered here this year. 

Nirth’s circus set for an extended 
run in Melbourne with VU. S. and 
Aussie acts. 


Noel Coward may appear in 
|charity show of own ‘Design for 
Living’ in Sydney. 

Sid Gresham making extensive 


|New Zealand looksee behalf of As- 

sociated Talking Pictures. 
Departmental stores, despite 

Actors’ Equity protest, will go in for 


miniature pantos this Yuletide with 


juve talent. 

Levante, magician, has been set for 

a run bid at Minerva, Sydney, by 
Dave Martin. in association with 
Williamson-Tait. 
{| Connors and Paul will do a series 
of miniature revues for Greater 
Union at Capitol, Sydney, in con- 
junction with pic policy. 

Tivoli loop dickering presently 
with Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon, 
now in London, for an Aussie revue 
runaround early part next year. 

Metro is routing ‘Gone’ through 
northern Queensland with indie 
loops. Frank Browne has gone to the 
territory to handle special exploita- 
tion 

Efforts are still being made to have 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne come 
to Australia for a legit run under the 
Williamson-Tait or Dave Martin 
banner. 


| Nabe pic loops are now running | 
special newsreels of 80 minutes as a | 


biz aid prior to regular bills. News- 
reel trade is reaching a new high 
throughout Australia, 

Army officials intend censoring 
|any blue material presented at camp 
concerts in the future. 
;clare that some artists have been 
digging down into their bluebags 
lately on camp playdates. 

Pic execs are waiting to see 
whether the government will permit 
the importation of penny pic 


machines from U. S. for spotting in | 


hotels, stores and clubs. Certain 
|indie interests are said to be press- 
‘ing for 


itry with the penny setup. 
{| Acts listed as coming from U. S. 
'and England for Tivoli 

next year include Eddie Gordon, 


; Gene Gory and Roberta, The Titans, 


Talking Pictures, as there is a rift | 


British - Gainsborough | 


guest-speakers, | 


‘Convoy’ (ATP) is still the biggest | 


Officials de- | 


importation okay on local | 


runaround | 


Everett Sanderson, Rebla, Ted and 
Mary Taft, Paul Robinson, Bobby 
Joyce, Kendall Capps, Darlene Wald- 


ers, Four Albee Sisters, Stanley 
| Holloway, Keene Twins, and Tom 
| Rafferty. 








Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





Ernest Lecuena, Cuban composer, 
opened own revue at the Ateneo. 
| Well-known tango, ‘Discepolo,’ be- 
ing made into a film directed by 
| Moglia Barth at Sonofilm. 

San Miguel Films making Petro- 
lio,’ story of the local oil industry. 

Stars Fernando Borel and Luwvisita 
| Vehil. 

Jose F. Moreno Rojas leased Ca- 
| sino theatre for a series of comedies, 
many translations of English and 
French hits. 

Sonofilm making ‘Napoleon,’ di- 
|rected by Luis Cesar Amadori, with 
|big cast headed by Pepe Arias end 
| Alita Roman, 

Unusually mild  spring—seasons 
|here are the reverse of those in the 
| States—has kept them coming to the 
| b.o. No sharp letdown yet. 
| Wesley Ruggles and wife, the for- 
|mer Marcelle Rogez, aired into town 
|/on South American trip, combination 
| look-around and honeymoon. 
| Blanca Podesta doing play based 
| on the life of Madame Curie, written 
|\by Alexander Cassona and Fran- 
| cisco Madrid, at the Variedades. 


|baum, local newspaper writer. and 
| reopened with ‘Al Campo,’ by Nicolas 
| Granada, 

Carlos Borcosque, director whose 
‘Manana Seran Hombres’ (‘T'omor- 
row They Will Be Men’) was a big 
grosser, begins a new series, ‘We, the 
Boys.’ a kind of Argentine Andy 
Hardy pic. 

‘Te Quiero Ver Escopeta’ (I'd Like 
to See You Now’) set record locally 
with 300 performances. Comedy, 
scripted by Tito Insansti, features the 
Ratti brothers, local comics. and is 
still packing them in at the Apolo. 

S. colony. including show biz 
reps. out in full at the Halloween 
dinner-dance of the American Le- 
gion at the Plaza. Jack Oberman, 
| only U. S. leader of a U.S.-type band 
|here (have everything else from 
| Dutch to English) waved the baton. 

Baires Films, new film company 
| owned by Antonio Botano, owner of 





Critica, leading afternoon sheet, 
skedded to open shortlv in charce 
| of Eduardo Bedogy. Plant. which 


cost more than 1,000,000 U. S. dol- 
ars, is to be the most :oodern in 
S. A. First effort will be a local 
background, semi-his‘orical called 
| ‘Mateo.’ 


| 


~ 





Fp o 

Chicago 
Doc Sheehan toastmaster at Show- 
| men’s League dinner. 
| Bill Murray, Morris office radio 
head, scouting some midwest biz. 
Moe Levy in as head of the Sidney 

—— sales drive for 20th Century- 

Ox. 
| Vincent Sheean around this terri- 
tory on a lecture tour, and so is 
Orson Welles, 

William F. Rodgers, Metro sales 
chief, here in confabs with Eddie 
Saunders and Jack Flynn. 

Town had a flock of notable visit- 





ors last week, including Norma 
Shearer, Loretta Young and Ina 
Claire. 





| Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 





Riviera | Helene Ward 
Marty Schramm Or | Honey Wendler 
Freda Lazear nawese a, nT} 

nion r 
Yacht Clob : 

, Art Yagello 
Nelson Maples Ore | prank Natale 
Keverly Bennett | Mike Sandretto 
Tackle HewWer 7 


Villa Madrid 
‘ Etzi Covato Orc 
|} Carmelita & Lee 
Mark Lane 
Gregory & Eleo 
Watkins Twins 


Joan Brandon 
3 Playboys 
5 Yoemenettes 


Sky-Vue 


Bobby Haddon Ore 
Hielen Young 


| Betty Nylander 
Tavern Willows 
Fran Eichler Ore E Covato Jr Ore 
‘¥ 
CLEVELAND 
Alpine Village } Hotel Hollenden 
I vn & Darrow Florence & Alvarez 
Int'l Rollos | a Janis 
Emil & Evelyn sack Spot 
) ee 8 ‘ 
Bob Copfer ae an Arden 
Carl Mueller peste " 
Otto Thurn Oreo Sammy Watking Or 


Hotel Statier 
Jose 


College Inn 
Hiv Baron Ore 
Eddie, Sid & Val 

Freddie's Cafe 


Morand Ore 
Josephine DelMar 
Catalina Rolon 


Jack & Eddie's 
Art Lackey Ore ‘ 
Eaton 2 Rubertino, Roberts 
Soke Kave Babe Sherman 


Mildred & Maurice Arlene Rice Ore 


Vi Manch line Ta Conga Club 
Eddie Barnes = Arias Ore 


Gourmet Club 
FE Robinson Ore 
Burns 2 & Evelyn 
Bill Lockman 

Hotel Allerton 
Grant Wilson 


Lindsay's Bar 
Roy Raysor 
Judy Preston 
| Pearl DeLucca 

Mound'’s Club 
| Yd Prussin Ore 


Marilyn Maynard | Regal Club 
Hotel Carter Kozlick Ore 

Versatilians | Pat Dennis 

Bob Opitz Lamee Lane 


‘ Jim, June Gallagher 
Hotel Cleveland | Rhythm ahasee” 


Paul Pendarvis Ore | Thirty-Seven Club 
Hotel Fenway Hall | Nadja. 

Gene Erwin Ore 
| Hotel Sterling 
$ Exquires 

Jay Schwarts 


Billy Carr 

| Frances Paul 
| Sonny Carr! 
Rhythm Debs 


Eva Franco, actress, failed to draw | 
| with a new play by Samuel Eichel- | 


Hollywood 


Shirley Temple parted with her 
tonsils. 


Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus in for the 
winter. 


John Brahm suing Dolly Haas for 
divorce. 

Carole 
Hunt, Jr. 


Dick Dickson back to work 
two operations, 


Pat Flaherty recuperating from a 
nasal operation. 

Mischa Auer opens his stage tour 
|in Chicago Dec. 6. 

William Dover 
man-Blum agency. 
| William Dover joined 
man-Blum agency. 

Jesse Hibbs back to work after 10 
| days in the hospital. 

Gail Patrick divorced Bob Cobb, 
Brown Derby boniface. 

Constance Bennett divorced her 
|French marquis in Reno. 

Little Billy going on tour as em- 
cee of Singer’s Midgets. 

Burgess Meredith checked out of 
the hospital after a flu attack. 

Myrna Loy filed a divorce suit 
against Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 

Myrna Loy out of the hospital 
| where she was treated for flu. 
| Broderick Crawford and Kay Grif- 
fith took out a marriage license. 
| Buddy DeSylva checked in to pro- 
duce a picture for Paramount. 

Leo Snitz checked in at RKO prior 
to his Florida vachting vacation. 

David O. Selznick back from his 
summer vacation in Connecticut. 

Maxie Rosenbloom cleared on 
charges of buying a lottery ticket. 

Earl Carroll shutters for five days, 
from Dec. 21 to 26, to ready his new 
revue. 





Landis divorced Willis 


after 





joined the Feld- 


the Feld- 





Jerome Kern’s daughter suing 
Richard Green, film director, for 
divorce. 


Governor Herbert H. Lehman in 
from New York en route to Palm 
Springs. 

Orson Welles came back from a 
lecture tour to shoot retakes on 
‘Citizen Kane.’ 

Joseph P. Kennedy, U. 8. Ambas- 
sador to Great Britain, huddling 
with film execs. 

Uncle Sam is asking Loretta Young 
for $2.052 in additional. income taxes 
|for 1938 and 1939. 
| Mary Boland’s condition is re- 
ported serious but not critical, the 
result of a motor accident. 

Lou B. Metzger’s daughter will be 
married Dec, 17 to Burton L. Kra- 
mer, Columbia film editor. 

Clarence Hennecke, onetime shorts 
director, returned to pictures as an 
actor after two years illness. 

Basil Walker passed up her New 
York modeling job to check in at 
20th-Fox for a screen career. 

Leon Leonidoff on vacation here 
from his job °s director of produce 
tion at Radio City Music Hall. ; 

Otto Bolle in fram South Africa 
for studio huddles at 20th-Fox, his 
first Hollywood visit in 20 years. 

Rouben Mamoulian sailed for 
Honolulu for a six-week vacation he- 
fore taking up his new job at 20th- 
Fox. 











St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Mary Beth Hughes, screen player, 
visiting relatives here. 
| The ‘Ice Follies of 1941’ 
40,128 payees to the Arena 
| it nlaved five nights. 
| 
| 
| 


drew 
where 


William West, prez of WTMV East 
St. Louis, elected a member of the 
Board of Directors of the East St. 
Lovis C. of C. 

| The Casa Loma ballroom, de- 
| stroyed by fire last winter, reopened 
| last week with Herbie Kay orch 
| playing one week. 

A benefit performance of ‘Mr. Pim 
Passes By’ was presented by the 

| Mummers, proceeds donated to 
| Bundles for Britain. : 
‘The Male Animal,” with Julie 
Stevens. localite. in the cast. onens at 
the American theatre. only legiter in 
this burg. Monday (24) 

The Frisina-Mexico Theatres Co., 


incorporated at Mexico, M« Or- 
sanization controls the 45f-seater 
| Rex and 800-seater Liberty in that 


| town 

Wally Heim. assistant advertising 
| director for TYWoew’s, doubling as 
drummer in Jimmy Smith's dance 
band at the Old Apple Tree, north 
side nitery. 

Clarence M. Turley, director of the 
| St. Louis Amus. Co., appointed to 
|\Chamher of Commerce committee 
| to select a slate of officers for the 
| forthenming annual election. 
| Gordon Carter directing ‘The 

White Steed” to he presented by the 
St. T.onis Litthe Theatre. Thoce cast 
| are Elliot Bergfeld, Al Miller. Robbie 
1Sehwarz Gordon Ashley, Charity 
Grace, Dale Douglas George Abel, 
Nella Mae Riegal, Frank McLean, 
Mone “Treen. Russell Yaeger and 
Stenhen Tammany. Carter also de- 
sjenine cate 

‘Sinfonietta’ winner of the $1.000 
cash nrize offered by the St. Louis 
svmnh society for an original svm- 
phony by an American composer, 
will he world-nreemed under baton 
of Vladimir Golschmann, Friday and 
Saturday (22-23) in municinal andl- 
torium. The composer. Antoni Van 
der Voort, violist. Santa Barbara, 
Cal., will be on deck. 





———— 
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OBITUARIES 


MARTIN BECK 
Martin Beck, 73, died suddenly at 
Mt. Sinai hospital, N. Y., Saturday 
(16) of a cerebral blood clot follow- 
ing an intestinal operation. ; 
Details on page 3 and Anecdota in 
the Vaudeville section. 





trical company which drew much 
praise for productions of ‘Mr, Tower 
of London’ and ‘It’s a Bargain.’ He 
toured with the former from 1918 to 
1925. 

In films since 1934, Pitt appeared 
in ‘Danny Boy,’ ‘Barnacle Bill,’ and 
two years later played the lead and 

FIE WEAVER assisted with the dialog on ‘Excuse 

Affie ne 85, retired actress My Glove,’ a prizefight drama with 
and widow of Horace McVicker who Len Harvey, the English champion. 
for several years appeared as Edwin | Miss Fields won a divorce last Jan. 
Booth’s leading lady, died Nov. 18 30 and is now married to Monty 
at her home in New York after a Banks, the film producer and direc- 
long illness. As a child actress in tor. 
her father’s company she played 
‘Little Eva’ in ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ 
on the road in Kentucky during the Elmer H. Wahl, 48, secretary and 
Civi] War. At one time she recited) treasurer of Local No. 4 of mu- 
before General Grant and his staff.| sicians union, Cleveland, was found 

A native of Newburyport, Mass.,! dead at the wheel of his automobile 
Miss Weaver played stock with the| Nov. 17 shortly after his car bumped 
McDowell company, Montreal, and jnto the rear of another one during 
later returned to appear with Col.'a snowstorm. Death was discovered 
Simm’s Brooklyn troupe. She py the other driver when he walked 
achieved perhaps her greatest suc- back to Wahl’s car to talk over ac- 
cess in the company of J. H. Mc-' cident. Police called in declared the 
Vicker, a famous name in Chicago union man had not been injured and 
stock and builder of the theatre! probably died from a heart attack. 


there which still bears his name. Surviving are widow and 15-year- 
While there she not only acted 2s old son. 


Bocth’s leading lady but matried | 
McVicker’s son, Horace, who also 
was Booth’s brother-in-law. 

In the late ’90s she toured with’ Bete Carr. died Mev. 17 in Carma 
Nance O'Neill, and under her hus-| 2)” th recent years she operated a 
band’s management, appeared with | cafe there which was the haunt of 
the star in Honolulu in 1899. Horace | the literati colony 
MeVicker had garnered a fair repu-| ttn Gane beran her stage career 
tation as manager for such lumi- | in her Aative London and came to 
naries as Booth and Mrs. Fiske. He the States to be glorified by Zieg- 
Pe ee ee |feld. She had a brief fling in pic- 
, Miss Weaver won particu ar 8C-/ tures, reputedly as Charles Chap- 
claim for her Shapespearen por-' ji; grst femme lead in early 
trayals. She performed such roles Essanay slapstickers 
as Nellie Vaughn in ‘Davy Crockett,’ | y ane 

| 











ELMER H. WAHL 





SADE CARR 
Sade Latham, 51, professionally 





Ophelia in ‘Hamlet,’ Desdemona in 
‘Othello’ and Cordelia in ‘King | MELVYN HARRY LONG 
Lear.’ Also seen as Lady Macbeth, Melvyn Harry Long, 45, stage and 
Camille and Pauline in ‘The Lady of film actor, died Nov. 14 in Veterans’ 
Lyons.’ | Hospital, Sawtelle, Cal., following a 
Two daughters, Affie and Horatia| stroke while working in a western 
McVicker, survive. picture at the Republic studio. He 
had played 27 years in legit and 
HARRY MacFAYDEN vaudeville before moving to Holly- 
Harry MacFayden, 59, production} wood a year ago. Among his re- 
director for the National Broadcast-| cent screen assignments were ‘Meet 
ing Co. the past eight years and a| John Doe’ and ‘Queen of the Yukon.’ 








veteran actor and director of 40| Surviving are his widow and 

years in the theatre, died after a/ mother. 

short illness Nov. 13 at the Flower- 

Fifth avenue hospital, in New York. 
It was the friendly interest of De 

Wolf Hopper that introduced Mac- 

Fayden to legit. Born and raised in 


HARRY HONDORF 


as a lyric tenor. On a road tour in| 4.4. 4; : : 

: : ; | distribution field, in 1920 serving as 
1902, Hopper heard him and signed | head booker for Pathe and later 
the singer for his company. After | 
a year with Hopper, 
joined the David Belasco organiza- | 
tion, with which he remained for 
nearly 20 years as an actor and di- 
rector. Aside from Broadway he 
was active in summer stock, where 
for 11 years he served as director 


and Republic. 
He leaves a widow. 





CHARLES F. LORRAINE 
Charles F. Lorraine, 100, retired 


of Robert MacLaughlin’s company in| British actor, who once appeared be- | 


Cleveland. fore Queen Victoria, died Nov. 14 
He interrupted his stage career in| at his home in Hamilton, Bermuda. 
1929 when he went to Hollywood| A resident of Bermuda for the 
to assist on the directing of Uni-| past 40 years, Lorraine teamed with 
versal, ‘All Quiet on the Western | his wife in an act known as Lorraine 
Front.’ | and Hussey. He originally was 
A brother of the late Alex Mac- | trained to be a printer. 
Fayden, the ptanist and composer, 
he leaves his widow, Teris. Fu- 
meral services held in New York 

Saturday (16). 





JAMES J. ROHAN 
_James J. Rohan, 71, former opera 
singer in the midwest, died of a 
heart attack at St. John’s hospital, 


St. Louis, last week. 

Louis F. Blumenthal, 56, member) charter member of the aa ‘Apollo 
of the realty firm of Haring & Blu-| sceoniection ef male sinners in 
menthal, which has wide theatrical | s¢. Louis. 
sag ga ona ener restore a. | rao, four sons and sister sur- 

With Charles Haring, Blumenthal ‘ee 
reopened the Earl Carroll theatre, 
N. Y., in 1939, as the French Casino, 
which was razed a few weeks ago 

10«S Z er. iginall : ; ; 

tor ee ioe man he becamea film |™Usic, died of pneumonia at Jewish 
exhibitor in 1906 with acquisition of | hSPital, St. Louis, last week, where 
a 300-seater in Jersey City. That |h€ underwent an operation 10 weeks 
was the nucleus of a large Jersey | 28° for relief of a leg infection. He 
circuit which Haring & Blumenthal | WS Visiting his daughter, Mrs, Carl 
later developed. However, in 1928, Schweizer here, when stricken. _ 
the firm withdrew from the picture| Widow, three sons and daughier 
business to concentrate upon their | SUTV!Ve. 
real estate holdings. Not generally 
known was the fact that Blumenthal, 
in association with Lee Ochs, 
founded the Exhibitors Trade Review 
in 1916. 

Widow, Elizabeth; a brother, Leon, 
and a sister, Mrs. Henry Sommer- 





LOUIS F. BLUMENTHAL 





ISAAC M. MAYER 
Prof. Isaac M. Mayer, 78, Atlanta, 
Ga., pianist, composer and teacher of 





ENRIQUE BOGUEZ MARTI 
Enrique Boguez Marti, 50, who en- 
joyed quite a rep in Spain and Latin 
America as a dramatist, but who be- 
came involved in Spain’s civil war 





field, survive. Mod. nw. i8 th the poet et Vern | 
Cruz, where he had established resi- 
ARCHIE PITT dence. 


Archie Pitt, 55, British music hall} Widow and brother survive. 
artist and former husband of come- 
dienne Gracie Fields, died in London, 
Nov. 12. Noted for his Cockney char- 
acterizations, he was for 40 years a 
British stage and screen player. Los Angeles. 

Starting as a music hall performer, He previously gained considerable 
Pitt went on to head his own thea-' acclaim for oils and water color work 





ARTHUR THWAITES 
Arthur Thwaites, 53, artist at Walt 
Walt Disney studio, died Nov. 16 in 





%. 





Harry Hondorf, 55, manager of the | 
Wayne theatre, Detroit filmery, died | Playhouse, Westport, Conn., also ac- 


: : They 
* ~~ | suddenly of a heart attack in Wayne, | companied the company and is pres- | 
Milwaukee, MacFayden sang there | Mich. He was widely known in the|ent as Lasky’s personal representa- | 
tive 
. 


and had to seek refuge in Mexico, | 


and did art work for many New 
York agencies. 





SAM FLAX 

Sam Flax, 53, Republic franchise 
holder in Washington, dropped dead 
Sunday afternoon (17) while attend- 
ing a pro football game in Griffith 
Stadium, Washington. 

In addition to his widow and two 
sons, Flax leaves a brother, Jake, 
associated with him in Republic. 

Funeral services held yesterday 
(Tuesday) in Washington. 





MRS. SYLVIA ASHTON 

Mrs. Sylvia Ashton, 60, who played | 
mother roles in pictures, died Nov. 17 | 
in Los Angeles. 

After a stage career she went to 
Hollywood 30 years ago, where for 
years she was a screen character 
actress. 





Captain Henry Loranger, 73, police 
inspector at Warner studio for 15 
years, died Nov. 11 in Glendale, Cal. 
Surviving are his widow and two 
sons. 





Father, 69, of Herb Magidson, song- 
writer, died at his home in Pitts- 
burgh, Nov. 11, from complications 
which followed a serious operation. 





Father of Russ Morgan, the maes- 
tro, died suddenly in Nanticoke, Pa., 
last week. 





Mother of Dan Goldberg (Variety) 
Chicago, died in Baltimore last week. 
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structions that each Individual pic- 
ture in the future must be studded 
to the very fringe of its budget lim- 
itations with player names worthy 
of marquee attention. 

While the necessity for speedily 
improved boxoffice returns is one of 
the factors in the current shakeup, 
its real motivation is being provided 
by the signaturing of the consent de- 
cree that ended the Government's 
anti-trust suit against the ‘big five’ 
of the producer-distributor realm, 
20th-Fox, Paramount, Metro, Warn- 
ers and RKO, and pushed into the 
discard blockbooking as it has been 
practiced in the past. 

Although Universal, Columbia and 
United Artists are momentarily un- 
affected by the new order of things 
limiting sales to blocks of five pic- 
tures each, they realize that it is up 
to them to also improve their out- 
put if they are to remain in the 
race. 

Windfall for Agents 
‘While the decree may be a bitter 
pill for the ‘big five’ to swallow, and 
almost too large a one to cruise the 
gullets of those indie exhibi- 
tors indirectly responsible for its 
birth, the new deal in film sales 
methods comes as sugar to the 
palates of the Hollywood agents. 
After a year of scanty pickings, the 
10%ers are now thrilling to the 
greatest prosperity in their history, 


thanks to the wild scramble being 
| made to bag, via one-person deals or 


in ‘package’ lots, worthwhile thesps, 
supervisors, pilots and scripters. 
Despite the fact that the cam- 





was a principal problem up to Sat- 
urday morning, coin evidently be- 
ing raised in Hollywood where | 
Lasky and Duffy returned after the | 
disappointing debut. Former is due | 
back this week. 

Both were confident about the! 
show’s chances on Broadway, so} 
much so that when others on the) 
Coast wanted to buy into the pro-| 
duction they were nixed. First full 
week’s takings were estimated) 
around $4,500, but with eight or 
more parties arranged, most being 
dated this week, the gross was ex- | 
pected to improve. 

John Henry Mears came. east 
with the outfit as company man-| 
ager, with Irving Cooper placed 
in general charge, from which post} 
he withdrew. Julius Evans, who 
with his wife, Jane Hathaway, was 
formezly connected with the County 


Al Spink is named as the 
press agent, with James Proctor and 


MacFavd |serving as booker and salesman for | Martha Draiblatt also in that depart- | 
acFayden | ravorite Films, Monarch, Monogram | ment. 





MARRIAGES 

Ethel Merman to William B. Smith, 
| musical comedy star; he’s a Holly- 
wood*agent with Feldman-Blum. 

Baroness Louisa Dumont de la 
|Chassart to Jack Kriendler, in 
| Miami, Nov. 20. He’s co-proprietor 
| of the ‘21’ Club, N. Y. 


| bord, in New York, Nov. 12. 
}a legit actor. 


He’s 


Mary Kirk, radio singer, to Ted| away from his or her present spot | outside films each 


Meyers, KFI newscaster, -Nov. 15, in 
Glendale, Cal. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Stauber, son, 
|in Toledo, Nov. 8. Mother is Anna 
| Kline, Variety’s Toledo correspond- 
ent. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Fort Pearson, son, in 
Chicago, Nov. 10. Father is NBC 
staff announcer in Chftago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Wardwell, 
son, Nov. 7, in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Father is manager of Keith’s Butter- 
field theatre, Grand Rapids. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Steelman, 
daughter, Nov. 11, in Des Moines. 
Father is a member of the Song- 
fellows, on WHO, Des Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sloan, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 10. Father’s with 
station KDKA there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nelson, 
daughter, Nov. 12 in Hollywood. 
| Father is radio actor, mother is the 
| former Mary Lansing, air actress. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Hunnicutt, son, 





Nov. 16, in Hollywood. Father is CBS 
agency contact. 

Mr. and Mrs, Alexander Golitzen, 
son, Nov. 16, in Hollywood. 
is film art director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Phillips, son, 
|in New York, Nov. 14. Father is on 
icontinuity staff. 





| Hawks 


in Elkton, Md., Nov. i5. Bride is the | 


|}in Cincinnati, Nov 14. Father is 
pianist and vocalist on WKRC, 
Cincy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Forbes, daughter, | 


Father 


paigns by the separate producing 
outfits to bolster their respective 


contract lists with additional cream 
from the crops in all four of the 
talent divisions have been under way 
for a month, the drives are only now 
hitting their real strides, with every 
indication pointing to further inten- 
sification as November gives way to 
December. At least 30% of all pic- 
ture contracts expire around Jan. 1. 
20th-Fox’s Hypo 

Illustrative of the new era that 
is dawning for the celluloid factories 
is 20th-Fox’s grab-off of three stars, 
Charles Boyer, Irene Dunne and 
Ronald Colman, and two directors, 
Lewis Milestone and Anatole Litvak, 
in a mass purgase. With William 
as their business manager, 
they will turn out features for 20th- 
Fox release without studio super- 
vision, but with full studio financing. 
will toil for nominal salaries 
and a percentage of the earnings of 
their pictures. 

Agreement among the Hays group 
members aimed to prevent the 
‘theft’ of artists and execs by one 
studio from another may still be in 


} 


| 


meaningless. While company heads 
are trying to give the impression that 
they were living up to its wordage, 
| they are making no attempt to hide 
| the fact that they are daily violating 
| its spirit. 

| Highly appetizing bait is being 
| strewn at the doors of every out- 
standing star, producer, director and 


| playwright in the business by their | 
Mildred Brewster to Phillip Gui-| present employers’ competitors. Each | 


bid, however, carries a postscript 
| warning that the quarry’s break- 


| must be an ‘amiable’ one. 

Officials of 20th-Fox, for example, 
may be highly elated over their 
Boyer - Dunne - Colman - Milestone- 
|\Litvak acquisition, but underst6od 
to be in quite,the opposite frame of 
mind is George J. Schaefer, RKO 
prexy, who has one and two-picture 
| tickets on the three stars and who 


| would like to have had their services | 


for even a larger number of fea- 
| tures. Schaefer is said to have 
been carrying on negotiations to ex- 


|tend their commitments when 20th- | 


Fox moved in. 
Dangle Bait at Crosby 
Meanwhile, Paramount’s generals 
are tossing icy glances at the mo- 
{guls in half a dozen other studios 
|who are holding out propositions so 


|inviting to Bing Crosby that the| 


|crooning star is reported to have 
become dissatisfied with his situa- 
|tion at Par. Repuied to have only 
|one more film to do for that com- 
| pany, Crosby already has had pro- 
| posals from rival setups calling for 
|everything from higher paychecks 
for straight singing-trouping desis 
|to full control and financing for his 
|own production unit. 

| As result of this every-company- 
for-itself wave growing out of the 
| struggles to make all films more 
readily salable, salaries of stars 
capable of drawing mobs through 
theatre turnstiles and producers, di- 
rectors and writers who really have 
| what it takes to make hit talkers 
are skyrocketing, and will continue 


H’wood Talent Grab 


Continued from page ! 


force, but it has become more or less | 








to do so, For the producing corpora. 
tions themselves it has become a 
battle for the survival of the finan. 
cially fittest. 

Nor are the name actors and es. 
tablished producers, directors and 
scenarists the only ones benefiting 
from this current reaching out for 
bigger contractee stables. Also play. 
ing a part in the creation of this 
new era in production are some of 
the comer-uppers, those persons in 
the four classifications who are 
known to have the ability to make 
the grade, but who, to date, have not 
been given sufficiently broad oppor. 
tunities to fully showcase their 
wares, 

Not only have edicts gone forward 
from studio front offices for the im- 
mediate dragging into the spotlight 
of these potential future greats, but 
to give them the type of publicity 
buildups that will more impressively 
stamp their monickers in the minds 
of exhibs and the public-at-large. 

Besides its Boyer-Dunne-Colman. 
Milestone-Litvak buy, 20th-Fox has 
in the last few weeks inked five other 
name players as well as two direc. 
tors, with a possibility of a third, 
and one producer, Thesps are Joan 
Bennett, who currently holds a two- 
picture commitment; Ida Lupino, two 
pictures; Betty Grable, brought in 
for two roles, but since signed to a 
termer; Jack Oakie, who has been set 
to do three annually for the com- 
pany, and Carmen Miranda, who has 
been pacted for her third feature, 
plus options. Directors sealed are 
Rouben Mamoulian and Archie Mayo, 
while William Wyler, borrowed from 
Samuel Goldwyn to guide ‘How 
Green Was My Valley,’ will be held 
for other chores providing Goldwyn 
gives the nod. Producer is William 
Perlberg, being brdéught over from 
Columbia Jan. 1. 

Tieing Them Down 

Paramount has extended one- 
picture agreements with four play- 
ers, Preston Foster, Constance Moore, 
Walter Abel and Craig, 
into termers, at the same time hoist- 
ing its option on Brian Donlevy con- 
siderably in advance of its due date. 
Donlevy gains a sizable salary boost 
along with the lift. 

RKO, which has been fighting for 
a plentiful supply of name aartists 
ever since Schaefer assumed the 
prexy’s chair, is doubling its shove. 
In addition to further commitments 
on Boyer, Miss Dunne, Colman, 
Carole Lombard, Charles Laughton, 
Cary Grant and Ginger Rogers, 
Schaefer is angling others of equal 
pulling power for 1940-41 and 1941-42 
product. In the interim he has noti- 
fied his studio Tieutenants to get be- 
|} hind such players as Lucille Ball, 
Anne Shirley, James Ellison, Maue 
lreen O'Hara, Gene Raymond, Al- 
| berto Vila, Signe Hasso and the 
newly-arrived Michele Morgan with 
| exploitation blasts aimed to swell the 
| value of their monickers. 

Warners believes it has a find in 
16-year-old Joan Leslie, just termed, 
land is open to negotiations for a 
dozen or more others offering possi- 
| bilities for conversion into stars. 
| Burbank lot is also out to pick up 
|any worthwhile names whose con- 
tracts elsewhere permit one or more 
year. It is al- 
ready dickering Columbia for fu- 
| ture strings on Rita Hayworth, now 
|}at Burbank on a one-picture loan- 
out. 
| Metro hirec Philip Dorn, formerly 
| at Universal, for a role in ‘Escape,’ 
| but has since handed him a termer 
| with an eye to skyrocketing him to 
stardom. Conrad Veidt, Charles 
Winninger and Robert Sterling, 
each brought in for single roles, have 
since been term-anchored, as_ is 
Connie Gilchrist, a Broadway impor- 
tation. Metro also has caged Nixon 
| Miller, St. Louis warbler, and Wil- 
liam Murphy, Saratoga Springs am- 
ateur thesp, with the idea of giving 
them the buildup routine. 

With Constence Bennett's one-pic- 
ture deal at Columbia now extended 
| to three, and Joan Bennett and Vir- 
ginia Bruce signed for two roles 
each, Harry Cohn crew has set ex- 
tra pictures for Irene Dunne and 
Cary Grant, presently working in 
‘Penny Serenade,’ and Rosalind Rus- 
sell. Ralph Bellamy, former under 
term agreement to Columbia, but 
since released, has been re-signed to 
a termer that stars him in the Ellery 
Queen series and makes him avail- 
able to the studio for other assign- 
ments. 




















Alvino Rey’s new band did pair 
of test sides for Bluebird release 
Monday (18). Used King Sisters 
harmonizing group, which is part 0! 
his band, but also Bluebird recorders 
on separate contract. 
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eral research and experimentation in 
the Los Angeles area.’ 

Metropolitan Television, Inc.—con- 
nected with Bloomingdale’s and 
Abraham & Straus—was the New 
York applicant. Operating on Chan- 
nel No. 8 (162,000-168,000 kc.) with 1 
kw. aural and visual, station will be 
utilized for development of program 
techniques for determining public 
tastes, including the use of two tele- 
vision theatres where daily programs 
will be projected for free public 
viewing. 


55 











Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 


House Reviews 


Wednesday, November 20, 1940 
Continued from page 47 


| HIPP, BALTO same. Which is a testimonial to 


his air and disc popularity. 
Band makes trim stage appearance, 
aphones to point up a neat tap 
meganigh kick precision number, 


opening with a medley running the 

gamut from sweet to hot. Dance 
: takes hold with fast gag- 
aT some of it familiar but never- 


team, the Stapletons, then moves in 
for a smooth broken-rhythm tap 
ging, , : Tak 
ce skillfully delivered. akes 
ry shrough iger Rag’ and brings 

















Fordham—Arkansas 
The Razorbacks of Arkansas come 
,into New York with only an aerial 
| game. The Fordham Rams have been 


|entirely successful in throttling their 


and the big Oklahoma 11 will tear 
| it apart. 





Penn—Cornell 
Penn had an easy day with Army, 
, while Cornell was battered by Dart- 


session ranging from adagio to rug- 
cutting. With the boy in tails and 
the gal in a rec gown, pair got across 





a : : ‘ ts’ passing throughout the mouth. The Dartmouth game should 
n, an s.a, drum ma Chicago station will b mi. = game shou 
on Bert ho handles a baton in flashy | socko, staying for three routines. CBS sauedeahing Bg ne. ent | year. They should defeat Arkansas. h:<lp Corneil reach great heights in 
Twirling the stick as she con- 


Tucker then orders lights out for 
a band novelty which impressed | 
here. Illuminated musical notes in 
various colors and combinations are 


style. > 
s a fast hoof to a college me 

— earned a solid encore which | 

brought her back manipulating a 12- 


se: . + oe" Missouri—Kansas 

aiding in the web’s felevision re- | . : gee i 
search ‘by developing data on Chi- | ae oa rs gp Pe wn 
cago conditions that may assist in | . en ae oP aga gana 


beating Pennsylvania. 


Pittsburgh—Penn State 
Pittsburgh is a slight favorite, but 


rove baton to big response. flashed on and off to represent dif- | the ultimate determination of polari- |™*” an the Panthers haven't enough man- 
, Park and Clifford next with extra| ferent instruments. Notes likewise | 2ation and synchronization for a na- tate | tubb but *B | power to stop this Penn State loco- 
flashy hand-to-hand stuff. Equal! move in rhythm and effect is well |tional television service. Channel | — a Seren, oe ama ' motive. 


ved lads stick to the old-style, 
body-revealing attire and work 
smoothly, socking over every trick. 
Utilize Murray for some comedy 
business which brings him out simi- 
larly attired, a ‘rode, * contrast in 
hysical proportions. rew consid- 
erable laughter. 
Patricia Norman follows with vo- 
cals preceded by some crossfire with | 


worth the wiring. Maestro’s own 
lovefeast starts when he takes over 
the mike to croon ‘Little Girl,’ gal 
fans velping names of favorites they 
wanted sung and responding audibly 
to every flicker of the Tucker eye- 
lash. Couldn't get off the mike un- 
til he had gone through ‘Imagina- 
tion,’ ‘I Need Loving,’ ‘Nobody but 
Me’ and ‘How Many Times.’ 


No. 4 (78,000-84.000 ke.) will be used, | 
with 1 kw. aural and visual. 

For a study of propagation charac- 
teristics, and horizontal and vertical 
polarization, Kansas State College of | 
Agriculture and Applied Science, | 
Manhattan, Kans., will construct a 
transmitter to be operated on Chan- | 
/nel No. 1 (50,000-56,000 kc.) with 100 


should score frequently enough 4 Princeton—Army 


take the day. d Princeton needs dry weather for 
Baylor—Southern Methodist its passing game; Army is unpre- 
Prag Fons mage y —— on — 'dictable. The Cadets to turn the 
e ustangs oO Outhern Metho- | ¢,; ; : : 
dich deal wk. bale trick to finally win a major tilt. 
Boston College—Auburn 
¢.uburn is a rough club, and will | 
be tough opposition, but BC should 





Purdue—Indiana 
This is as close as close could be. 
The only edge goes to Purdue be- 








y — ,cause it’s playing in its own back- 
Murray. , Does eng ree oy ah oe More trick props show up with watts aural and visual. Experimen- ine a m—Dart th yard, ~ 

and Day,’ ‘Old mm a of aidien tY + vocalizing specialty, 13 of the | tation with various wackesnidinn | B POs gmt ; Rice—Texas Christian 
reception Emon 1 ae ~Y d vocal | boys lining up with mugs to do a!systems using various numbers of | tr ag so —. — TCU is just mediocre. Rice is bet- 
Has considerable style = ; -s drinking medley during which they | lines and frames dies will b q |mouth’s great game with Cornell ter than everane ext - id " t 
equips — pode coed produce steins hiding flashlights fry . 8 also Wit De under- | should give it the impetus to knock ge and shoula romp to 
with smart ass ance, | la ° 


| which illuminate faces only for one 
scene. Steins ulso bear letters which 
show up under black light, spelling 


victory. 


| 
: over the Bears. 
Commenting on the 10 new grants, | A ane 


Commish declared that: 


with vocal of ‘Practice Makes Per- 


; : T e— 
fect, gals stepping out in the hotcha | canemeg—Tienueny 
' 






























































. leng - ralifornia i t K : i 
eeerins en aoe ae eee ot | out ‘Beer Barrel,’ ‘Orrin’ Tucker’| “These contemplated programs of California is moving, but Stanford entucky will try to keep the 
solo spots, @ : and ‘Bonnie Baker.’ Plenty neat. , ; “ton 
chorus work. ME ig eg PO ge Fie research and experimentation are | > 
Murray winds matters up with his | ae pursuant to Commission require. | 
: : <r : | Florodora burley to tune of ‘Golden | 7 | e 
t which utilizes Milton harleston | 7, ’ hi ments looking to development of 
fo bundle of laughs. In nonde- | Gate Blues,’ which packs plenty television t int e wd ro a é 00 mners 
nest attire and a falsetto voice, chuckles, the Asoo yo ge gslig | 
assistant proves a perfect foil for} This week’s acrobats are Paul and | ustty SO agree on & unitorm 
the swift gagging, some of it blue but | Nino Ghezzis, hand-to-hand control transmission system of acceptable 
adroitly handled. Some protracted | specialists. The boys are smash, technical quality. (And Proper Odds) 
hocking by Charleston is a hand-| getting a deserved reception despite ® Survey 
getter and just right to bring back | the fact the fans seemed a little sur- Cc ti ; 3 , * 
the line and a reintroduction of all} prised to find them mixed up with cooperation of the industry is 
involved for a well-received curtain. | Tucker. They keep in the spirit of | further aig a ~ comprehen- Thursday (Nov. 21) 
Biz fairly good. urm, | the week by closing with an in- |Sive survey o e television situa- 
— | verted jitterbug stunt, walking on|tion now being conducted by the SAnee WINNERS ODDS 
hands in perfect synchronization for| National Television Syst Cc Fordbam-Arkansas ......... @.....Fordham ocecccccccccese . 38-1 
*KLYN | a fast bit of trick jive which had ’em : te ysems Com- pe | Bere ree - Missouri ...... 0606S 400 F008 6¢ 3-1 
MAJESTIC, B ples j enitine, a cast July through M 
. : ; os Ba e joint efforts of the Radio Manu- 
; , ith er Big moment for the palpitating | facturers Association and the a Saturday (Nov. 23) 
Jack Denny's Oreh wa | crowd was appearance of Bonnie | mission, this committee re resent Alabama-Vanderbilt .............. AIMDOMS 2c cccccccccercces . 3-1 
Stone, Dinah Shore, Three Stooges,| Baker, who had to do all or part of ihe ve presents “ 7 
‘ ab 2 News-|—: : the pooled engineering exper f DS SOEHMEE i csccecesaveusetesene EE 6:56 56449 4 09 00 000400 6) Ke 12-5 
Al and Freddie; Shorts and News-| nine numbers before they'd let her ‘ed ; 1g experience oO Besten Collere-Aubura Besten Collere 3-1 
reels. |go. Gal sticks strictly to singing, |'%€ industry. Its various panels have | ; pearl aba a dade ee arerrce ens 
doing her talking with a broad smile | been making a detailed study of Brown-Dartmewuth ....cccccccccccct PCED ocdsovercsvadbeore 6-5 
It this be an example of vaude-| ther than words, Bodyguards and | many phases of television,’ California-Stanford ..............+ Stamford .....+..--eeseeeees 3-1 
ville’s road back, then there’s a long | Tucker work in and out of the num- | Setvanl “overall eueanent p Columbia-Colgate ...........eeee- CORBMBID 2 ncccccccccciccccces 6-5 
stretch of dreariness ahead. It’s like | bers, including ‘Pinch Me,’ ‘Would |¢.o. the ¢ “igs: ae la Detroit-Marquette ...............45 ED. nce nese date tasenegte 11-5 
asking the profession to ignore the you Mind?’ ‘Some Day,’ ‘What Little l ceived b hs Cosneee Will Be Fe- Georgetown-George Washington ..Georgetown .............,.. 3-1 
advancements of show business up to | Girls Are Made Of,’ ‘Not Yet,’ ‘Re- r_ 7 Commish on Monday, Holy Cross-Manhattan ............ SE CED eicacun Ppeiscesens 8-5 
present-day deluxe standards and sistance Is Low,’ ‘Oh Johnny,’ ‘Mak- |¥@n. 27, after members of the FCC a eee ee ee, Ere Ree: 11-5 
begin over again at that point where | ing Eyes at Me’ and ; ‘Wish ld | return from a Jan. 24 visit to the| Georgia Tech-Florida ............. CORUNA TOON ook coder cdas se 12-5 
it first began to emerge from dark-| Listened to My Mother’ from her |New York area to look over late! Stestestans State.Uitetedtons Mississippi 5-7 
ness many years back. Par flick, ‘You’re the One.’ Tucker | television developments first-hand. | = 4s sahtinealthaalick euiiins ee fo Serna peses erred 
This is putting another handicap) explains she is blonde this week due a Senne S imsiiand. || Nebraska-Iowa State .............. Nebraska .......+-+sseseees - 3-1 
on vaudeville, already beset by too! to directorial orders. Earlier applicants, who contributed Northwestern-Notre Dame . Notre Dame .....ccccccccees 5-8 
many handicaps. [t's the presenta-| Show is a clicker as long as the | 82 vestments of *9,000,000 in previ-|| Ohio State-Michigan .............. PEICMAGOD cnc dence ccteccseves 9-5 
tion of acts with old-fashioned light- supply of Tucker fans last. Wern, | °US television authorization, in- Okiaheoma-Temple .....ccccscesess DEIRMOMED 6. cessed crsecosses 3-1 
ing and, —_ that — all | clude: (EO RR rere SEs ca hcanbraksokwins es 11-5 
variety performers nowadays Nave | j RCA-NBC, CBS: G. E: th Pittsburgh-Penn State ............ i ey Aree ee 5-6 
. é ; 2. d ~A-] Ss GC. E: e Don|| Pittsburgh-Penn State ............. Penn State .. 
strictly ear mon ae gaa ager Boal Mark | T 1 ee g ° Lee system; Philco Radio & Tele. | Primestem-eArmy ....cccccosscsccces ED 4 ick adeesehesecsaeues 1-3 
a a. orig Giles: and | e eviston oin | Vision Corp., Allen B. DuMont Labo- | I gS ie ad are gg gil a rene eee ee Even 
caale pon lidsiess. Capping it all. is | Continant om page 1 | ratories; Balaban & Katz: Bamberger | Rice-TCU SCO OCS OER HEOSHETEOEOS - Rice a0 cone 6606606 60066008 68 9-5 
the slowness of the show itself and| ~~... ; | Broadcasting Service; Crosley Corp.: | Tennessee-Kentucky coeee - Tennessee .......-.+0.+00+0: 5-1 
the mounting dirtiness of its name fornia cities the Hughes concern will First National Television. Kansac| UCLA-Washington ................ Waelinwtom 6... cccscssooass 11-5 
act, the Three Stooges. operate on Television Channel No. 2' City) Mo; Purdue University West Villanova-Duquesne .............. ORE rT 9-5 
At the last show opening night | (60,000-66,000 kc.) with 10 kw. aural Lafayette, Ind.: Radio Pictures Long Wisconsin-Minnesota eh ckeaeeeeepeseasecs 4-1 
(Friday), they were — B er and visual. Island City: State University of pS eee ere ree ror te Pe, Ca vissessseicdyet.anes 8-5 
~ H bs @ Py = < | ae ~ 9 & i Aoi ) 
pg A ge gg ag ee ah Other L.A. Licenses | Iowa; WCAU, Philadelphia; Zenith Boxscore to Date: 
que house, and that’s not excluding Five other Los Angeles applicants Radio Corp., Chicago, and the Mil- Right, 139; W rong, 52; Ties, 12; Pct., .728. 
the obvious body grabs and some received an ckay on their experi- waukee Journal. (Ties not counted) 
dirty words in Yiddish. Why a once mental programs and pleas from 
fine comedy act has degenerated to| New y ‘hicago and Manhattan, 
this extent can only be laid to care- a ° is close to the Rose Bowl. The lat- , score down, but Tennessee’s Volun- 
lessness, as for instance the crack, | ~?”5@*: ae saith’ igs = Back fo Soil ter to hurdle this barrier. teers should score at will. 
‘Shall I lay you an egg with a piece{ A berth on (¢ hannel No. 8 (162,000- Columbia—Colgate UCLA—Washington 
of bacon?’ 168,000) was given CBS for the pur- |_ Continued from page 3 — ro : Washington is too potent. 
The Stooges come before and after pose of ‘transmitting programs to Sie ait ; Colgate’s hipper-dipper will be 
Dinah Shore, who is currently sing- might cramp his date with a harrow 


ing on Eddie Cantor’s radio program 
She’s okay in voice and delivery, but 
most of her tunes are slow and in 
the idiom of Jack Denny’s orch, a 
society’ band whose slow and polite 
music is out of place in South Brook- 
lyn. Dick Stone, Denny’s vocalist. is 
also on the too -quiet side considering 
everything else. He elects to sing 
three songs, though two of them were 
unwarranted by the applause. Only 
other act in the show is the opening 
colored team of Al and Freddie, who 
have little talent as dancers and cer- 
tainly none as comics, though they 
try hardest at the latter. : 
This is the second wee 


tion here and business 
brutal, 


k of opera- 
has been 
Less than half a house was 


In for the last show Friday night, | 


ongy there was nothing on the stage 
St Warrant more. Evans and Lee, 
oe Theatre Building agents, are 
“ ing and supposedly operating. 
4e reports, the acts, musicians 
id Stagehande are being paid 
nightly instead of 
lcates a very short bankroll. 


Scho. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Nov. 13. 








Orrin 


Tucker Band (15) Body- 

lg (4), .Bonnie Baker, The 

ppsctons (2), Paul and Nino 
ezzis; ‘Lil Abner’ (RKO). 





as crew lays off this week, 
baldin « trin Tucker’s aggregation 
off ene the spotlight. Opener got 
inte 4 flying start, session turning 
ieeetin at amounted to a fan-club 
to T ng mob being thoroughly hep 

ucKer specialties and demanding 


‘% 


weekly, which in- | 


|erate a television 


ascertain public reaction and other- 
wise conducting a program of re- 
search in Los Angeles in conjunction 
with that of its New York television 
station. Web's Los Angeles trans- 
mitter will use 1 kw. power, aural 
and visual. 
Other L.A. stations will be erected 
by Earle C. Anthony, Inc., using 
Channel No. 6 (96,000-102,000 kc., 1 
kw. aural and visual) for a study of 
the effect of ignition and diathermy 
interference, and transmission over 
salt water to Catalina Island; Leroy’s 
Jewelers, May Department Stores 
Co., and Television Productions, Inc., 
a subsid of Paramount Pictures. 
Jewelry outfit seeks to ‘further im- 
prove the quality of pictures trans- 
mitted by television from the stand- 
point of reception quality and to de- 
termine the system of television 
transmission which will produce the 


best results for widespread use from | 


a visual and optical standpoint.’ Will 


operate on Channel No. 10 (186,V00- | 


192,000, with 1 kw. aural and visual). 
The Paramount subsidiary will op- 
relay station on 


Channel Nos. 13 and 14 (234,000- 
240,000; 240,000-246,000) 250 watts 
visual, to supplement television | 


broadcast station W6XYZ, Los An- 
geles, for which the applicant has a 
construction permit (W6XYZ pro- 
poses experimentation with the ‘Du- 
Mont standards.’) 
Department Store Permish 

May Department Stores received 
permission to operate on Channel 
No. 12 (210,000-216,000 ke.) with 1 


kw. aural and visual power, for ‘gen- | 


or a disc or a baler at early morn 
in his alfalfa field. : 

t is inspiring to see an old Broad- 
way trouper making his debut 
Own newly bought orchard. He has 
discovered the facts of life. He has 
learned that oranges do not grow in 
crates, apricots in cans, or olives 
martinis. 
| ach comes out of the ground a 
out of a cartoonist’s inkwell. He has 
gone back to nat and revels in it 
like any other venturer 
unknown. 


in his 


In 


ure 


into lands 


Your film star no Jonger tools his 
rakish red roadster along the boule- 
vards at-daybreak. About that time 
he is warming up his new tractor for 


a bit of plowing on the we 
fore checking in at the 


t 40 


studio, 


pe- 





Hollywood Feud 


Continued from page 1 





_Goldwyn for the femme lead in ‘The 
| Little Foxes.’ 
| Cooper wants to do Paramount’s— 
‘For Whom the Bells 
by his old pal, Ernest Hemingway. 
Goldwyn announces that he won't 
let Cooper go to Paramount. 
| Paramount announces that it never 
j}asked Goldwyn for Cooper's services. 
| Cooper won't play for Warners un- 
less Goldwyn lets 
| Paramount. 
Warners won't let Bette Davis play 
‘for Goldwyn unless Cooper plays for 
| Warners. 
And there you are. 


He has learned that spin- | 


| way. 


Toll,’ written | 


him play for | 


well taken care of by the Lions’ ag- 


gressive forward wall. 
Detroit—Marquette 
Detroit is too versatile to take the 


short end. 
Georgetown—George Washington 
The Georgetown 


Hoyas in a 
breeze. 
Haly Cross—Manhattan 
Here is a close game, with Holy 
Cross finally rebounding from bad 
breaks to get a close decision at 
home. 
Iowa—lIllinois 
Iowa's victory over Notre Dame 
makes it a marked team, but it 
should be able to get by the Illini. 
Georgia Tech—Florida 
Florida is hot, but Tech is finally 
capitalizing on its tricky offense and 


should win, 
Miss. State—Mississippi 
Here's a tossup, with State the 
| favorite. ‘Ole Miss’ to win the hard 
Nebraska—Iowa State 
| Nebraska, headed for the Big Six 
| title, should powerhouse its way to 
a good-sized margin. 
Northwestern—Notre Dame 
Northwestern’s the favorite and 
playing at home. The Irish have 
been in the doldrums for thre. 
secutive weeks an they're about 
ready to roll again. Here’s an upset, 
with Notre Dame on top. 
Ohio Statc—Michigan 
| Many good backs on the fi id, but 
Tommy Harmon makes the differ- 
ence as Michigan gets the shade. 
Oklahoma—Temple 
Temple’s stepping out of its class 


i«€ 


Villanova—Duquesne 
This is one of Clipper Smith's in- 
ferior teams. Duquesne should have 
no difficulty. 
Wisconsin—Minnescta 
Wisconsin is a passing outfit. But 
the Gophers’ fleet backs should score 
more often. 
Yale—Harvard 
Yale’s a scrappy aggregation, but 
Harvard's timing has finally reached 
perfection. The Harvard line to out- 
charge the Bulldogs for victory. 





Mexico Ams. 
Continued from page i ioe 


als, 





keep the nervous ones, mostly g 
from bolting. 

The station decided upon this 
school days procedure when it had 
the embarrassment of not being able 
to put on an advertised amateur 


|show because all the aspirants fled as 


| 


| 


con- | 


| 


soon as they saw the mike. None of 
the amateurs have protested against 
being locked in. 

The station is now considering 
locking out of the mike room the 
Don Juans who ooze in on the pre- 
text that they are supporting the girl 
singers. These Juans, it has been 
found, make the shes even more ner- 
vous than does the mike. 


Bob Sylvester has opened two- 
week engagement, with options, at 
Merry-Go-Round, Pittsburgh, replac- 
ing Al Fremont band, going to Co- 
lumbiana Ballroom in Cleveland. 
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| 133,500 


1.» WHERE /T 1S MOST EFFECTIVE 


c- 


KSTP 


D00 WATTS + CLEAR CHANNEL 


‘THIS TREMENDOUS SIGNAL STRENGTH TO 
MINNEAPOLIS AND THE WEST MADE POSSIBLE 
BY MOST ADVANCED DIRECTIVE ANTENNA ARRAY 


Watts 


KSTP’s 50,000 Watts have been nearly tripled 
by intensifying — directing — and concentrating 
them. The unique KSTP directive antenna array 
can be compared with a giant floodlight aiming 
its powerful beam where ‘it will serve the best 
purpose — giving nighttime dominance of the 
great Twin City and northwest trade area — one 
of America’s “Big Ten” markets. The strategic 
location of KSTP’s modern transmitting plant, 
plus this remarkable antenna array focuses this 
intense power in populous areas far beyond what 
you expect — or pay for! This antenna produces a 
signal which could be broadcast from an ordi- 
mary antenna only with 133,500 Watts power! 
When you buy KSTP, you get Clear Channel 
protection — the dominant audience insured by 
our schedule of NBC Basic Red Network shows 
_.......and top local programming — and power equiva- 


~ ~~~" Jent to 133,500 Watts in this rich market. 


You get all this plus KSTP’s exclusive “P/. 
_,, alyzed Promotion” at rates which give yo 
«listeners at less cost. 


Ker NBC BASIC RED NETWORK 
MINNEAPOLIS ¢ ST. PAUL 


_ EDWARD PETRY & CO., NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 





























This U. S. map illustrates pro- 
portionately the tremendous 
nighttime coverage of KSTP’s 
new directive antenna array. 
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